
Fairlington’s first-ever outdoor  
movie night to be held September 8

Bring your blankets, chairs, and favorite 
theater snacks to Fairlington’s first-ever free 
family outdoor movie night Friday, Sep-
tember 8, for a screening of “The Princess 
Bride.” A large screen will be set up behind 
the Fairlington Community Center (FCC) at 
3308 S. Stafford St. for this early fall commu-
nity gathering under the stars.

The movie is set to begin at sundown 
(around 8 pm), but those attending are 
encouraged to come early and create a pic-
nic. Limited refreshments will be provided 
by FCA Board member Chris Weathers and 
The Reef Team at TTR Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty—Arlington. Please note that 
alcoholic beverages are not allowed. 

Though there are floodlights behind the FCC, the further reaches of the field 
will be much darker when the movie ends around 9:45 pm. Residents are 
encouraged to bring flashlights, camping lanterns, or phones equipped with 
a flashlight setting to navigate their way home after the show.

There is plenty of space to set up with friends and family, and additional 
trash and recycling bins will be provided for your convenience. Please pick 
up your trash before you leave. As those who have attended other outdoor 
movie showings can attest, bug spray is always a good idea. 

Subtitles will be provided throughout the film, which is approximately 98 
minutes long. 

Though we are hoping for a beautiful September evening, there is always a 
chance the event will have to be rescheduled because of inclement weather. 
In the event of cancellation, an announcement will be made on the FCA 
website and Facebook page. A make-up date will be announced in the Octo-
ber Bulletin or on social media.

FCA is looking forward to sponsoring this first-time event, and celebrating 
the close of summer with our neighbors in Fairlington. We hope to see you 
there!

—Lindsay Willmann
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting September 13
Special presentation: Elenor Hodges will discuss the 
work of Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment.

Regular board business: 
•  Approval of August minutes
•  Officer and committee reports
• Unfinished business
• New business

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,  
www.avatar-systems.com.

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
 Officers Directors
 Guy Land, President Hugh Baumgardner
 Jonathan Ansley, Vice President Jennifer Davies
 Ed Hilz, Treasurer Kent Duffy
 Lindsay Willmann, Secretary Evan Harvey
  Chris Weathers

Fairlington-Shirlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org
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—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 
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FCA • PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182
Email editorial announcements to: 

editor@fca-fairlington.org
Email commercial and mini ads to: 

admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Drop off location: Drop box in the Fairlington

Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
of the month preceding desired publication date. Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to Beth 

Andrews at 571-403-1942.
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1/8 page 2 3/16 in. 3 5/8 in. $47
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1/2 page 4 5/8 in. 7.5 in. $195
Full-Page 9.5 in. 7.5 in. $395
Back Cover (Full Page) 9.5 in. 7.5 in. $505
Full-Page Insert (1 Side) 11 in. 8.5 in. $525
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Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by the FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ 
products or services. AFB reserves the right to refuse any ad-
vertisement based upon either content or artistic expression. 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
the FCA or its board members. AFB reserves the right to edit 
or refuse contributions. All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified.

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2017, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by Global Printing, Inc.

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
 202-225-4376
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president’s 
Message

Fairlington residents often express a strong interest 
in fostering environmental sustainability. Several of 
our condo associations have created rain gardens to 

slow stormwater run-off, the various grounds and landscaping committees 
are emphasizing the use of native plants, and North Fairlington has won an 
Audubon at Home designation for a site on their grounds. 

Many Fairlington residents volunteer time as Master Gardeners and Master 
Naturalists, while others focus on promoting composting in the community.

September brings several opportunities to advance the conversation about 
sustainability.

Our featured speaker for September’s FCA meeting is Elenor Hodges, the 
long-time head of Arlingtonians for A Clean Environment (ACE). With a 
wide range of programs, such as energy efficiency, water conservation, and 
the Tree Canopy Fund, ACE has helped drive the discussion of sustainability 
in Arlington for several decades.

Her remarks will suggest ways residents can make their lifestyles more green.

Then on September 18, we are partnering with several local organizations 
to offer a free screening of the award-winning movie “Hometown Habitat: 
Stories of Bringing Nature Home.” The movie illustrates how and why native 
plants are vital to the survival and vitality of our local ecosystems.

The film will be followed by an informal discussion with local experts on 
native landscaping, biodiversity, and water conservation. The event is jointly 
sponsored by the FCA, the Fairlington Villages condo association, Parkfairfax, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, and Plant NoVA Natives. 

We view this as something of a pilot in which we offer residents the chance 
to learn more about a specific topic and make expertise available at no charge 
to Fairlingtonians. We also see it as a good way to extend and strengthen our 
partnerships with other organizations in the area.

Finally, September 23 brings the annual Northern Alexandria Fall Native 
Plant Sale just across Quaker Lane from South Fairlington. It’s a chance to 
translate some of the lessons of the film into new perennials or shrubs for 
your patio. This volunteer-run sale is the largest native plant sale in the DC 
area.

Looking to October, we are hoping to host another fall plant and grounds 
walk. See next month’s Bulletin for more info.

We believe these opportunities can help increase environmental sustainabil-
ity in Fairlington. We encourage you to check them out. 

Guy Land, FCA President 
president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
Family movie night
Friday, September 8, dusk
Field behind FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fairlington Diners
Saturday, September 9, 12:45 pm 
water taxi (Alexandria)
McCormick & Schmick’s at National 
Harbor
145 National Plaza, Oxon Hill, MD

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, September 13, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Hometown Habitat screening
Monday, September 18, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Northern Alexandria Fall 
Native Plant Sale
Saturday, September 23, 9 am to 2 pm
The Church of St. Clement,  
1701 N. Quaker Ln., Alexandria

Fairlington Diners
Monday, September 25, 6:30 pm 
Samuel Beckett’s Irish Gastro Pub
2800 S. Randolph St. (Shirlington)

Book Group
Tuesday, September 26, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Street improvements

The S. Columbus St. circle gets new 
asphalt as part of the repaving of S. 
Columbus St. in late July. Photo by Pat 
Teske.
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IF IT DOESN’T CHALLENGE 
YOU IT DOESN’T CHANGE YOU.  

-Fred DeVito

Shirlington Village  I  2900 S. Quincy Street
Arlington, VA 22206

www.theenergyclub.com 

703-824-0600

Limited Time Offer 09.30.2017*Enrollment fee. See club for more details. Must be 18 years or older, local 

residents & first-time guest. ID REQUIRED. Some restrictions apply.

RECENTLY RENOVATED CLASS STUDIO AND UPGRADED GYM EQUIPMENT

YOGA . PILATES 
ZUMBA . BODYPUMP
BODYFLOW . TABATA 
BOOT CAMP . SPIN

ONLY $30 FOR 30 DAYS!
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ACE leader joins FCA September meeting
Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment (ACE) execu-
tive director Elenor Hodges will lead a discussion on the 
state of our local environment, the efficacy of volun-
teer engagement, and the various ways that Fairlington 
residents can step up to create a greener world at FCA’s 
monthly meeting, on Wednesday, September 13.

ACE was founded almost 40 years ago by the Arlington 
County Department of Public Works as a part of the 
“Keep America Beautiful” campaign. Today, the organi-
zation promotes a variety of ways residents can make 
their lifestyles more green including recycling, sustain-
able landscaping, and energy efficiency. ACE also works 
with the business and school communities.

Hodges has led ACE since 2000. Prior to that, she was an 
environmental consultant for DynCorp, Wal-Mart, and 
the National Wildlife Federation, among others. 

ACE connects families with a variety of resources so they 
can become healthier, happier and more sustainable 
over the long term. These resources include a variety 
of community programs such as the Northern Virginia 
Rain Barrel program, the Arlington County Tree Canopy 
Fund, the Arlington County Home Energy Rebate Pro-
gram, and the Arlington Solar Co-Op. 

Over the years, Fairlington condo associations have 

received dozens of trees worth thousands of dollars 
through the Tree Canopy program, which provides trees 
for planting on private property.

Last year, ACE trained 31 “Energy Masters” to help fami-
lies implement more efficient energy and water solutions 
in their homes. This award-winning program, which 
trains volunteers in energy efficiency, water conserva-
tion, and community education and outreach, is now 
seeking volunteers. Volunteers work to improve the lives 
of families living in affordable housing communities by 
reducing energy costs and promoting behavior change 
for sustained environmental impact.

ACE made news last year when it committed to partner 
with the Ready for 100 campaign, a Sierra Club initiative 
designed to promote fully renewable energy usage by 
2035. “We strongly support a goal of 100 percent clean 
energy,” Hodges told ARLNow at the time. “Arlington 
County has already set a high bar for Virginia, but we 
can do even better. I think this is an effort many resi-
dents will get behind.”

The meeting will begin at 7 pm in the Fairlington Com-
munity Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. 

—Evan Harvey

Police and community celebrate National Night Out

Arlington Police Capt. Adrienne Quigley, along with other members of her Third District team, visited with roughly 100 North 
Fairlington residents as part of National Night Out festivities in early August. The event was sponsored by Associa, the man-
agement company that manages the Fairlington Villages condo association. National Night Out is a national community-
building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships. Photos by Guy Land.
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Abingdon School project nears completion
The Abingdon Elementary expansion and renovation 
project is on schedule and within budget, Project Direc-
tor Aji Robinson of Arlington Public Schools (APS) told 
about a dozen attendees at a July 31 briefing and listen-
ing session jointly sponsored by FCA and the Fairlington 
Villages condo association. 

“It’s a tight schedule,” he said, noting the goal of hav-
ing all the major classroom work completed by the time 
school begins in September. As a precaution, APS will 
leave 10 portable classrooms (“relocatables”) on the 
playing field in case the renovation work is not entirely 
complete in some of the classrooms. Other relocatables 
were removed from the property earlier in the summer.

The two major activities remaining that are likely to 
have the most impact on Fairlington residents are the 
installation of a raised crosswalk on S. Abingdon St. 
and the renovation of the playing field. Work in August 
focused on the raised crosswalk, which leads to the 
walkway to the new entrance to the school. 

Part of the crosswalk project includes narrowing the 
width of the street at the crosswalk. This will not affect 
the driving lanes, but the curb will be extended into the 
street, creating a visual narrowing. Robinson projects 
that this will result in the loss of two or three parking 
spaces on each side of the street.

Arlington County is also looking into replacing some 
water main pipes underneath that part of the street as 
part of the crosswalk work.

Renovation of the playing field will not occur until this 

fall, once all the relocatables have been removed. Major 
aspects of this work include stormwater management 
projects, the addition of 16 permanent parking spaces 
next to S. 29th St., planting new trees, and installing a 
new asphalt track. 

Robinson projects that the new track will not be ready 
for use until November or December. Construction of 
the track is weather dependent, as the asphalt cannot 
be poured during cold temperatures. The track is being 
relocated slightly to accommodate the redesigned shape 
of the field. 

No additional tree removal is planned as part of this 
work. The new trees that will be planted along the play-
ing field will be varieties that will grow to 10 to 12 feet in 
height. “They will not grow to be huge,” Robinson said. 

Other off-site activities scheduled for late summer 
include additional concrete work and installation of 
handicapped ramps at the intersection of S. 29th and S. 
Abingdon Sts. (the county completed some of that work 
in July). Additionally, improvements will be made on S. 
29th St. at the entrance to the school and the entrance 
to Courtbridge II. 

APS will also be installing lighting on school property on 
part of the trail that runs from S. 31st St. to the school.

In his briefing, Robinson emphasized some of the major 
stormwater management work that had been done 
onsite, including the installation of a drainage and filter-
ing system underneath the new parking lot. The lot will 
have a permeable surface for capturing water.

Robinson noted that the overall project remains within 
budget, and that APS had not reduced the scope of the 
project to make this happen. 

—Guy Land

Carol Dabbs and Cindy Kunz visit with Jeff Chambers of 
APS at July’s Abingdon briefing and listening session. Photo 
by Guy Land. 

Workers put on a new roof. Photo courtesy Arlington Public 
Schools. 
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Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Fairlington Park renovation approval likely in October

A contract for renovating the Fairlington Park play-
ground, exercise area, and walking track is expected to 
go to the Arlington County Board in October, according 
to Aaron Wohler, the county’s landscape architect who 
is coordinating the project. A proposal for the work went 
out for bid in August.

Key aspects of the playground part of the project include 
removing the amphitheater and replacing it with a play 
area for five- to 12-year-olds, creating a new play area 
for children ages two to five, installing new playground 
equipment (with a rope climbing element), and provid-
ing a large sand play area with a water spigot. 

The playground design calls for a set of bucket swings 
for younger children and another set of traditional 
swings for older children. Wohler said that an additional 
traditional swing has been included in the design in 
response to comments from residents at community 
briefings on the renovation last year.

The playground will also include a ruler for kids to 
measure themselves and a bulletin board for community 
notices.

The playground will be handicapped accessible, with 
more of the equipment available for children with dis-
abilities. Handicapped parking is expected to be located 
closer to the playground entrance.

Other components of the renovation work include new 
exercise equipment to replace the current equipment near 
the end of the field. Generally, the new equipment will be 
outdoor versions of equipment that is frequently found 

in gyms. The track around the field will get new asphalt, 
though an earlier plan for installing a softer, more shock-
absorbent surface was dropped because of cost.

The project includes improved stormwater management, 
with the installation of a swale, or shallow trench for cap-
turing rainwater, near the northwest corner of the field.

Last year, FCA expressed its general support for improve-
ments to the park and noted the importance of meeting 
the needs of younger children and preserving standard 
swings. 

In meetings with the community last year, Wohler 
noted the popularity of sand, swings, and slides among 
Fairlington families. The final plan maintains key ele-
ments of those. It also recognizes the need for shade 
throughout the playground area. 

—Guy Land

Fairlingtonian named to WMATA 
Riders’ Advisory Council

Fairlington Villages’ resident Paul Meissner was recently 
appointed to the Riders’ Advisory Council (RAC) for 
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
(WMATA). As part of this group, he conveys neighbor-
hood transit/transportation issues to RAC and to the 
WMATA Board to consider in their decision-making. 
Meissner notes that issues of concern to Fairlington 
residents have recently included the frequency of buses, 
changes to bus routes, and WMATA fare increases. 

A real estate attorney by day, Meissner has lived in 
Fairlington Villages since 2005. He is a member of the 
Fairlington Villages Grounds Committee and, with his 
wife, fosters animals for the Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria. 

As a life-long transit rider and advocate, Meissner applied 
and interviewed to join the RAC during its 2016 mem-
bership drive, and represents the City of Alexandria. As 
changes to Fairlington’s bus routes and fares affect riders 
in both Arlington and Alexandria, Meissner is expected 
to be a voice representing the needs of all Fairlingtonians.

FCA Director Kent Duffy has been working closely with 
WMATA and Arlington County on changes coming 
to the Route 22 Metrobus route and schedule. Going 
forward, Duffy will also reach out to Meissner to offer 
Fairlington’s input on this issue. 

—Christine Chirichella

The Fairlington Park playground is popular with young 
Fairlingtonians. The county’s renovation plans would continue 
to feature sand, swings, and slides. Photo by Guy Land.
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& Associates
Keller Williams Metro Center

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

703-CALL-KAY   hello@khassociates.com
www.khassociates.com

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite100 Arlington, VA 22201 
703-224-6000

YOU’RE INVITED!

fall festival
Join us for our 2nd annual Fairlington

AT THE FAIRLINGTON VILLAGES COMMUNITY CENTER 
AT 3005 S ABINGDON STREET

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
JOIN US FOR TWO FREE SEMINARS FOR HOME BUYERS AND SELLERS 

Both events run from 7 - 8 PM - Refreshments served at 6:30 PM 
FAIRLINGTON VILLAGES COMMUNITY CENTER AT 3005 S ABINGDON STREET

RSVP TO  EVENTS@KHASSOCIATES.COM OR CALL 703-CALL-KAY WITH QUESTIONS

Buying or selling a home can be intimidating, even if you’ve done it before! Join us at the 
Fairlington Villages Community Center for one or both of our FREE seminars. You’ll learn 

important information about buying and selling as well as how to avoid common real estate 
pitfalls. From financing to home inspections,appraisals to closings, you’ll learn everything you 

need to feel like a real estate pro!

Please go to www.khassociates.com/events for more information.
WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE!

CIDER AND 
DELICIOUS 

FALL-THEMED 
TREATS!

Seller Seminar           Buyer Seminar
WEDNESDAY

SEPTEMBER 20
THURSDAY

 SEPTEMBER 21

SATURDAY OCTOBER 21, 11 am - 2 pm

FUN 
FOR THE 
WHOLE 
FAMILY!

FREE MINI 

PUMPKIN 

FOR KIDS OF 

ALL AGES! 

GAMES
AND

RAFFLES!
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Farmers Market open every  
Sunday through November 20

Fall is coming, but summer continues at the 
Fairlington Farmers Market, with an abun-
dance of fresh and delicious seasonal fruits 
and vegetables, along with eggs, salads, 
soups, chicken, beef, pork, breads, pick-
les, pies, cheese, flowers, and much more! 

Don’t forget, the market is open every 
Sunday through November 20, from 9 am 
to 1 pm. Stock up on snacks for school and 
work, along with healthy ingredients for busy 
weeknight dinners. 

Our market is fortunate that many vendors have been 
with us since the start, including Sandy Bottom Acres, 
a family farm owned by Chris and Joan Farrell in Char-
lotte Hall, MD. They offer beef, pork, chicken, eggs, and 
flowers, and they are well-known for their friendliness 
and enthusiasm! 

Joan grew up on a 400-acre farm that raised tobacco, 
grain, hogs, and cattle. It’s a fourth-generation farm 
that is still a working farm today, though tobacco is no 
longer grown. Chris and Joan have been married for 33 
years and have two sons, Michael and Kevin. 

As the boys grew up, they got involved in 4-H pro-
grams, and took care of hogs, sheep, and cattle that they 
showed at county fairs and the Maryland state fair. After 
the kids grew up and left 4-H, Chris and Joan decided to 
start selling meats at farmers markets. 

“We have always had a love for animals and they get 
treated as family” says Chris. “We have fans in the show 
barn on hot summer days as well as plenty of shade 

for cattle out in the pasture. We don’t use any 
antibiotics or growth hormones. Yes, it takes 

longer for us to raise our calves, but it’s done 
naturally.” 

Sandy Bottom Acres also sells eggs, and 
they have about 400 laying hens that run 

free in pastures with the cows. In addition, 
Joan and her sister, Judy, raise flowers that 

are popular at the market—be sure to check out 
their beautiful arrangements. 

Michael helps his parents on the farm and at markets 
when needed. He also runs a farmers market on his own. 
Kevin is married, lives in Kentucky, and runs a cattle 
operation named Double Diamond Farms. 

Giving back to their local community is very important 
to Chris and Joan, and they donate a percentage of profits 
from Sandy Bottom Acres to the local 4-H organization 
every year. “As a 4-H family we’re still involved as leaders, 
and we really enjoy supporting the youth in 4-H,” notes 
Chris. “We feel it’s important to give back to this program 
that has benefited our boys so much. We really appreciate 
your business, and the youth in our county do as well.” 
Michael and Kevin also give back by serving as coaches 
for state livestock judging teams, and judging local shows. 

Chris and Joan love being part of the Fairlington market 
and encourage you to stop by and say hello. “We always 
have time for a visit and enjoy it,” says Chris. “If you have 
any questions about our business, don’t hesitate to ask!”

—Lynne Blasi

A steady stream of shoppers checks out the Sandy Bottom 
Acres’ stall on a recent Sunday. 

South Fairlington resident Jeni Hornback visits with Chris 
and Joan Farrell of Sandy Bottom Acres. Photos by Guy Land.
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Furniture for Small Spaces & Tight Places 

Fits easily through the narrowest  

Fairlington doors & stairways. 

 

Hand-crafted one piece at a time  

in our High Point, North Carolina factory 

using solid oak frames & super-premium  
          Solid Oak frame construction  

          Choice of 200+ fabrics & leathers. 

 
Simplicity Sofas 

414 Grayson St. High Point, NC 27260 
800.813.2889      336.882.2490 

www.simplicitysofas.com 
 

Young entrepreneurs 

A lemonade stand in Fairlington Commons took advantage 
of the summer heat to do a thriving business. Photo by Guy 
Land. 

Fall briefing planned on  
I-395 sound walls

FCA is working with VDOT and Transurban, the 
partners for the I-395 express lanes project, to host a 
community briefing on the sound wall options. An 
engineering study last summer concluded that sound 
barriers were “feasible and reasonable” in Fairlington.

The study identified the homes along the corridor that 
would be affected by the possible increase in noise. Those 
residents will vote on whether they want sound walls.

FCA is hoping to schedule a briefing in October. See 
next month’s issue of the Bulletin for more information. 

Come see The Princess Bride 
at Fairlington’s first-ever free 
family movie night, Sept. 8.  
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Raccoon attacks prompt action and  
new trash procedures

On July 12 and 19, two residents 
in North Fairlington near the areas 
of S. Abingdon St. and S. 28th St. 
were attacked by raccoons, causing 
injury. This is not the first time 
raccoon attacks have occurred 
in the neighborhood. Last year, 
similar incidents were reported in 
roughly the same areas, prompt-
ing a community briefing by the 
Animal Welfare League of Arling-
ton (AWLA) and the Humane 
Society of the United States-Urban 
Wildlife Management. 

One of the main takeaways from 
that meeting was that trash is a big source of the neigh-
borhood’s raccoon problems. With six-days-a-week trash 
pickup and curbside disposal in plastic trash bags, Fair-
lington offers a virtual smorgasbord of food for animals. 
Several other factors have contributed to the problem, 
including the destruction of habitat surrounding nearby 
construction projects, as well as the feeding of birds or 
pets outdoors.

Since that meeting, the Fairlington Villages board of 
directors and management office have increased trash 
pickup frequency in community trash cans, published 
articles in North Fairlington News, pursued trash viola-
tions, investigated trash receptacle options, and asked for 
volunteers to serve on a Trash Ad Hoc Working Group. 

Fairlington Villages President Terry Placek says, “The 
Board is very concerned about these raccoon attacks and 
is seriously researching various options to ensure the 
safety of our residents and their pets.” 

With input from the AWLA, Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), and the Virginia 
Department of Health, Fairlington Villages condo associ-
ation was notified that it needed to implement changes 
immediately to its trash policies.

In a memo dated July 21 to residents in the areas 
affected by the attacks, Villages’ General Manager Colin 
Horner issued new, temporary trash procedures, as a 
Trash Working Group (TWG) is taking a broader look at 
trash issues in order to find a permanent, workable solu-
tion. All residents in the affected areas are now required 
to bag and place trash in just-purchased 97-gallon recep-
tacles in adjacent courts or parking lots. 

The TWG is tasked by the board 
of directors with a variety of items 
to evaluate current trash policies 
and procedures and recommend 
changes. It will make recom-
mendations to the board on new 
containers by the end of August, 
and other issues including policy 
communication and enforcement 
by the end of September. The 
board has the final say on what 
changes are implemented.

Horner’s letter also informed resi-
dents about traps set up around 
the areas of the attacks. While 

many residents have expressed concern and dismay on 
Facebook about the traps, and debated whether trap-
ping in Virginia is illegal, in this situation, everything is 
being overseen by the VDGIF and AWLA. 

According to Horner, “The VDGIF agreed with the need 
to reduce the number of animals by trapping (a conces-
sion on their part) and advised us that eliminating the 
access to food by the placing of trash in bags at curbside 
(the regular trash disposal practice) was imperative. They 
felt that was the primary contributory factor causing the 
problem we were having.”

The association has contracted with two companies for 
raccoon abatement. Between them, eight traps have 
been placed in Wards III and IV. Both companies use 
the “Havahart” traps and any raccoons that are cap-
tured will be euthanized as required by Commonwealth 
of Virginia law. According to Horner at press time, six 
animals have been trapped, all within close proximity to 
the recent attacks. 

There is still work to be done, but significant strides 
have been made so far to ameliorate the situation and 
hopefully prevent future incidents between raccoons 
and residents. The AWLA requests that any sightings 
of raccoons out in the common areas or encroaching 
on the property in any way be reported immediately to 
Animal Control at 703-931-9241. 

For tips on preventing raccoons and raccoon encoun-
ters, please refer to the August and September 2016 
issues of the Bulletin in the archives on the FCA website.    

—Christine Chirichella

New trash bins were installed along S. Abingdon 
St. Photo by Guy Land.
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”



Satisfied customers say:
When it comes to heating and air conditioning, 
there’s only one name anyone should even 
think about—that’s Frosty’s.

— Rick Micker, Former Fairlington Condo VP

I am writing to tell you about how satisfied 
I am by the work your employees did. Your 
employees were so careful with my new paint 
and newly refinished floors. I was very pleased 
by the care taken to clean my air ducts. I would 
recommend your company to others.

— Denice McCullough, 
Fairlington Resident

 
 

 
Our air conditioning and heating company will 
service, repair or replace your heat pump, 
air conditioner, furnace, or water heater at the 
best prices around! 

Ask about our guaranteed lowest pricing.

Why you should call now:
	 Certified,	licensed	&	bonded
 Satisfaction guaranteed
 Emergency service—365 days a year
 Prices will beat the competition
 Free estimates for replacements and installations 
 Economical maintenance agreements
	 Exceptional	familiarity	&	experience	with	Fairlington	equipment
	 Frosty’s	is	owned	&	operated	by	Fairlington	resident	since	1991
	 Thousands	of	satisfied	customers—see	our	testimonials!

I couldn’t be happier with my decision 
to go with Frosty’s. The price was right 
and the quality of the materials and 
craftsmanship was outstanding.

— Edward Getterman, 
Fairlington Resident

Only one coupon per customer please. Coupons may not be combined. 

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

 *
FRosty’s Will MAtCH Any 
CoMPEtitoR’s sERViCE oR 

MAintEnAnCE CouPon!
* Must be pre-approved at tiMe of scheduling.

Voted one 
of the best 
heating	&	air	
conditioning 
providers by 
the readers 
of Arlington 
Magazine.

 Attention Fairlington!
FALL Check-Up 

 Time Is Here!

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

TUNE-UP
NOW JUST

FALL
$99.95



*See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where 
prohibited. The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. Minimum monthly 
payments are required during the promotional (special terms) period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the prommotional 
period. Paying only the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing 
cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 11/01/2016 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/17.

FROSTY’S HEATING & COOLING INC.
703-671-9193    •    WWW.FROSTYSINC.COM

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment 
only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

**The Home Projects® Visa® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying 
purchases charged with approved credit at participating merchants. Minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional (special terms) 
period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the 
promotional period. Paying only the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new 
accounts, the APR is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. If you use the card for cash 
advances, the cash advance fee is 5.0% of the amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. This information is accurate as of 01/06/2016 and 
is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2016.

CALL NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS GREAT FINANCING OFFER
FROM THE BEST OF THE BEST IN THE INDUSTRY.*

RELIABILITY AND SERVICE
THAT WILL STOP AT NOTHING.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 15 MONTHS

Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date  
if  the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional period.**

Bring it on. As Trane Comfort Specialists™ we are equipped to 

meet any challenge because we’re committed to being the best 

in class in installation and customer service. Wherever you live, 

whatever size or style home 

you live in, an unstoppable 

Trane Comfort Specialist™ 

will deliver the home comfort 

solution you need.

 

703-671-9193 
www.Frostysinc.com 
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only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.
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purchases charged with approved credit at participating merchants. Minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional (special terms) 
period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the 
promotional period. Paying only the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new 
accounts, the APR is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. If you use the card for cash 
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period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the 
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is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2016.
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*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment 
only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

**The Home Projects® Visa® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying 
purchases charged with approved credit at participating merchants. Minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional (special terms) 
period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the 
promotional period. Paying only the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new 
accounts, the APR is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. If you use the card for cash 
advances, the cash advance fee is 5.0% of the amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. This information is accurate as of 01/06/2016 and 
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whatever size or style home 

you live in, an unstoppable 

Trane Comfort Specialist™ 

will deliver the home comfort 

solution you need.

 

703-671-9193 
www.Frostysinc.com 

 

*

Bring it on. As Trane Comfort Specialists™ we are equipped to 

meet any challenge because we’re committed to being the best in 

class in installation and customer service. Combine that with no

interest if paid in full within 

15 months* on qualifying 

purchases and you have an 

offer that’s too good to let pass.
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Screening of movie on native plants set for Fairlington
Have you seen the award-winning movie “Hometown 
Habitat: Stories of Bringing Nature Home”? Attend a 
special free showing at the Fairlington Community 
Center, 3308 S. Abingdon St., on 
Monday, September 18, and discover 
how beautiful native landscaping is 
a win-win-win proposition—for the 
earth, for biodiversity, and for HOAs! 
Doors open at 6:30 pm and the film 
starts at 7.

This event is provided through a 
special partnership between the 
Fairlington Citizens Association, the 
Fairlington Villages condo asso-
ciation, Parkfairfax, Virginia Coop-
erative Extension, and Plant NoVA 
Natives. 

Did you know that native plants 
do not require the use of chemicals like herbicides and 
pesticides to maintain their beauty? That they’re made 
to thrive in our climate and don’t require extra water-
ing or special care like non-natives do? Did you know 
that pollinators and birds need native plants to survive? 
Creating beautiful native plant landscapes will help save 
the earth and money, too.

A film for our times, “Hometown Habitat” illustrates 

how and why native plants are vital to the survival and 
vitality of our local ecosystems, and to our own survival! 
Renowned educator Douglas Tallamy shows how land-

scaping with non-natives has caused 
habitat and species loss worldwide, 
and how we (individuals and com-
munities) can turn the tide for the 
better—right now—in our own yards 
and neighborhoods.

For two years, Catherine Zimmerman 
traveled the country to film educa-
tional and inspiring stories of com-
munities committed to conservation 
landscaping. Her message will inspire 
you—all of us have the power to sup-
port biodiversity, and bring natural 
beauty to our patch of the Earth.

Following the film, several local 
experts in native landscaping, biodiversity, and water 
conservation will be present for Q&A and to share local 
best practices and resources.

For more information contact Carol McCaffrey at 
carlamp@earthlink.net or Scott Knudsen at sknudsen@
earthlink.net.

—Carol McCaffrey

Northern Alexandria Fall Native 
Plant Sale, September 23

What:  Find native perennials, shrubs, and trees for 
sun or shade! A dozen or more vendors from four 
states (VA, MD, PA, and WV) will participate in this 
popular annual event, the largest native plant sale 
in the DC metro region!

When:  Saturday, September 23, from 9 am to 2 pm

Where:  The parking lot of The Church of St. 
Clement, 1701 N. Quaker Ln., Alexandria

Vendors are listed on the sale website at https://
northernalexandrianativeplantsale.wordpress.com/. 
The sale is entirely organized and run by volun-
teers. Questions? Contact Scott Knudsen at 571-
232-0375 or sknudsen@earthlink.net. A rain garden in North Fairlington features native plants 

and captures stormwater run-off. Photo by Guy Land.



16 www.fca-fair l ington.org

Mitch Curtis 
202.557.1893-C 
703.224.6115-D 
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Do you WalkArlington?

As the weather transitions to autumn and temperatures 
cool down, it’s a great time to get outside. Arlington 
is known for its walkable communities and plentiful 
trails. The county has been designated as a Gold Level 
Walk Friendly Community by the Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Information Center, a designation reserved for just 15 
communities nationwide. 

In an effort to build a “walk-friendly culture,” Arlington 
County created WalkArlington, a walking education and 
encouragement program. Through this initiative, resi-
dents can engage in WalkArlington’s mission to promote 
a culture of walkability and active transportation for all 
ages and abilities. 

One feature of WalkArlington is the Walkabout, consist-
ing of 25 self-guided walking tours of Arlington. Each 
Walkabout is presented in the format of a map, and 
highlights the beauty and history of the county’s vibrant 
neighborhoods. 

Fairlington, with its winding, tree-canopied sidewalks, 
is featured as a Walkabout. The flat and easy route in 
South Fairlington spans almost three-quarters of a mile 
starting outside the Fairlington Community Center, past 
Utah Park (Arlington’s first community canine area), and 
out the S. 34th St. bridge to the Fairlington Fire Station 
and back, ending at the Bradlee Shopping Center. 

Look in next month’s Bulletin for the Shirlington Walk-
about map, featuring North Fairlington. For more infor-
mation on the program, visit www.walkarlington.com. 

—Rebecca Sayres

Wakefield music  
program seeking donations
Students from the Wakefield High School Music Depart-
ment may be knocking on your Fairlington door in their 
annual door-to-door “Tag Day” campaign on Saturday, 
September 16. 

Wakefield band, orchestra, and chorus students will 
travel throughout South Arlington to collect much-
needed funds for the school’s music program. Last year, 
South Arlington residents donated nearly $20,000 to the 
program during Tag Day. Generous Fairlington residents 
donated nearly $2,000 of that amount! 

All proceeds go toward the purchase and repair of instru-
ments and uniforms and help pay travel expenses for 
music festivals and competitions. The Wakefield Marching 
Band also leads the annual Abingdon Elementary School 
Halloween parade through North Fairlington in October. 

When students visit homes, they will leave behind a bro-
chure with information on the various music programs, 
including performance dates and concert information. If 
residents are not at home, students leave behind a door 
tag, which includes a brochure and envelope.

Monetary donations are welcome online at www.
SupportWakefieldMusic.org or via the mail at Wakefield 
High School, Attn: Music Department, 1325 S. 
Dinwiddie St., Arlington, VA 22204. Donations of 
musical instruments are also welcome and appreciated; a 
receipt for your tax-deductible donation will be provided 
after appraisal. 

—Dana Andy

Members of the Wakefield High School Band played in front 
of Independence Hall in Philadelphia in April. The Wakefield 
Orchestra and Chorus also performed. Photo by Dana Andy.
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®
Equal Housing Opportunity.

PLUS:
Ask me how
to save up to

$10,000
in closing

costs!

Logan M. Goolrick
REALTOR®
300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
Office 703-836-1464
Fax 703-836-5864
Mobile 571-354-0678
logan.goolrick@penfedrealty.com

A home is more than just a decision. That’s why you need an
agent who is more than just a salesperson.

Whether you are buying your first home or selling your tenth,
my experience and resources will help you get results. This
means in addition to guiding you through the transaction, I can
also offer concierge services, including renovation estimates,
mortgage services and more!

 

 

 

 
 
If you’re looking for a quality, caring animal hospital for your 
furry family member, come and meet the dedicated team at 
Fairfax Animal Hospital. Call us today at 703-820-2557  to 
schedule an appointment!  

5818 D- Seminary Rd, Falls Church, VA 22041  

Phone: 703-820-2557 

Learn more at: www.fairfaxanimalhospital.com 

 

Need	help	organizing	your	
information	(or	your	parents’	
information)	on	how	bills	get	paid	
or	on	managing	household		
systems	in	case	of	an	emergency?

Elaine	Kramer,	Harvard	educated,	insured,	
and	using	a	non-disclosure	agreement,	
offers	one-on-one	creation	of	useful	
documents	on	your computer	if	possible.	
Other	documents	such	as	a	photographic	
record	of	inventory	for	insurance	and	
recouping	tax	dollars	on	home	
improvements	at	time	of	sale	are	also	
available.		

Make	your	good	intentions	a	reality.	

Contact	Elaine	Kramer	at	703-629-9563	
KramerContingencyPlans@gmail.com
More	info	at	KCP.website

KCP



ALL FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN •  SEPTEMBER 2017 19

neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners generally gather a couple of times 
a month for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having 
a good meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. 
In August, we lingered over our hamburgers at Ramparts 
for a couple of hours, having a great chat! Later in the 
month we went to PING in Shirlington.    

Here’s what’s planned for September:

Saturday, September 9, lunch at McCormick & Schmick’s 
at National Harbor, 145 National Plaza, Oxon Hill, MD 
20745, 301-567-6224, www.mccormickandschmicks.
com. We’ll plan to take the 12:45 pm water taxi from 
Alexandria, with lunch at 1:30 pm at McCormick & 
Schmick’s. Round trip tickets for the water taxi are $16, 
and may be purchased from the Potomac Riverboat 
Company, either at their office at Cameron and Union 
Sts. in Old Town, or online. 

We’ll plan to head back later in the afternoon, probably 
on the 4 pm or 4:40 pm water taxi, which will give us 
time for a little shopping, a ride on the Capital Wheel 
($15 or $13.50 seniors, plus taxes), or to explore the 
MGM casino.

Monday, September 25, 6:30 pm, Samuel Beckett’s Irish 
Gastro Pub, 2800 S. Randolph St., Arlington, VA 22206, 
703-379-0122, www.samuelbecketts.com. This is an 
alternate burger night for us in Shirlington, which we’ve 
enjoyed at previous visits. There is a special burger menu 
on Mondays, and the rest of the menu is also available.

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, 
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her—include 
your name and how to contact you the day of the event, 
in case plans change. If you want to receive a copy of 
these notices early in the previous month, send your 
email address to carol_dabbs at yahoo.com. 

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group in September to dis-
cuss Putin’s Kleptocracy, a timely work by Russian scholar 
Karen Dawisha.

“The raging question in the world today is who is the 

real Vladimir Putin and what are his intentions. Karen 
Dawisha’s brilliant Putin’s Kleptocracy provides an answer, 
describing how Putin got to power, the cabal he brought 
with him, the billions they have looted, and his plan to 
restore the Greater Russia.” —Amazon.com

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins. No commitment required! We are meeting on 
Tuesday, September 26, at 7:30 pm, in the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. We hope you’ll 
join us.

Card Players Welcome
Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of 
Canasta. Some card playing experience is helpful, but we 
are happy to teach you the rules of Canasta. The group 
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near Fair-
lington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids, or an 
afternoon to yourself, join the Fairlington Babysitting 
Co-op. For more than 30 years, Fairlington families have 
been exchanging free babysitting services using a card 
system. It’s perfect for parents who would like to know 
dependable adults to watch their children and meet 
other families in the community. Email the coordinator 
at fairlington.babysitting@gmail.com to request more 
information and an application.

Fairlington MOMS Club®

The Fairlington MOMS Club® is a group for moms of 
young kids to find friends, get support, and have play 
opportunities for the kids. The Club participates in a 
number of annual service projects to help our com-
munity, four big annual parties, routine playdates and 
crafts, and moms’ night outs. We have a great listserv 
for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairlington 
families. We welcome all moms!  Please email fairling-
tonmomsclub@gmail.com for information on joining 
and visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com. 
$30 in annual dues goes to support the club’s work and 
service projects. The Fairlington MOMS Club is the local 
chapter of MOMS Club International.
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For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20 years! 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

For the love of home! 

    80% of my business 
comes from referrals or 

repeat clients   

Thinking of selling? Give 
me a call today! 

      Just SOLD 
  End Clarendon 
      $475,000 

Contract in 5 days! 
Updated Kitchen & baths 
Renovated Lower Level 
Slate Patio 
Assigned parking 
Great Arbor location! 

4421 S. 36th Street 

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900
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Down to earth
patio gardening
With the kids back in school and 
vacations over, let’s re-focus on the 
garden. Though September still is hot, 
nights are cooler, meaning there is 
less water evaporation from a plant’s 
root zone. So now is a good time to 
plant. But what do you plant that will 
survive? Here are some guidelines.

Sun vs. Shade: “Full sun” means 
a minimum of three hours of direct 
(not filtered) sunlight. Of course, “full 
sun” also means all-day sunlight, 
something a Lilac, Rose of Sharon, 
Juniper or Crape Myrtle prefer. If 
such a specimen is planted in shade, 
it won’t flower as profusely, if at all. 
With high heat indexes in our area, 
even a “full sun” specimen could be 
fine with, say, five hours of sun.

“Full shade,” means zero sun toler-
ance. If it gets blasted by sun, its 
leaves turn lime-green or yellow. A 
plant wanting “part shade” means 
it’s adaptable but not tolerant of total 
shade or total sunlight.

Soil: The most important element is 
the soil structure, not so much the 
pH level. Most plants prefer a neutral 
(7) pH. Evergreens—such as Box-
wood, Holly, Azalea, Rhododendron, 
Yew, Pieris, and Cherry Laurel—prefer 
acidic soil. Few plants want an alka-
line base in the root zone.

Thus, focus on the soil’s components. 
While digging a hole for the new 
plant, remove any clay clods, old 
tree or plant roots, and rocks. Leave 
any earthworms, as they are natural 
soil tillers. Then add soil conditioner 
around the root ball. If the backfill 
(soil you’ve removed from the hole) 

is malleable, this can be used to par-
tially fill the hole with the new plant. 
The nickname for soil conditioner is 
“super fine,” which it is. It also has 
no fertilizing agents, which may burn 
fragile plant roots just exposed from 
the protective plastic container.

Root Ball: This is the support system 
of a plant. When removing it from 
the plastic container, look to see if it 
is hard or soft. If it collapses in your 
hands, just ease it into the hole. You 
never want the root ball to collapse 
since it’s a plant’s lifeline to nourish-
ment. If the root ball is rock hard, use 
your fingers or a trowel to pry apart 
tightly wrapped roots. In so doing, 
you expose root tips, which allow 
them to readily take in water, oxygen, 
and minerals from the ground.

Don’t situate the root ball too deep. 
It’s wise to be able to see the top of 
the ball above the soil line, since this 
is the way a root ball gets ground 

water (after a rain). In the case of a 
small tree (with a larger root ball), set 
the root ball so its top is two inches 
above the soil line. When you’re try-
ing to soften the root ball of a tree, 
use a spade fork. Lay the tree on the 
ground, place your foot on the ball, 
ease the spade fork into the ball three 
inches from the bottom, and pry 
apart the roots. Sometimes, the very 
bottom of a hard root ball will fall 
off in a hard cylinder, leaving a very 
soft bottom to the ball. This way, the 
roots directly contact the soil in the 
planting hole.

Irrigation: It all depends on the 
season and temperature. The hotter 
the climate, the more water is lost 
from your garden. Water evaporates 
from the root zone and transpires 
from the tip of a plant’s leaves. In a 
drought, trees will prematurely drop 
their leaves (like the Sycamore tree) in 
order to conserve energy, depleted by 
a lack of water.

So, in our summers and into Sep-
tember, plants need regular water-
ing. Established plants (those that 
have been in the ground for a year or 
more) need less than newly planted 
specimens. Aim the water hose (with 
a good stream) around the base of the 
plant—about 10 seconds per plant. 
Overhead watering with a sprinkler 
isn’t as effective but works if it oper-
ates for a while. Soaker hoses are 
effective only if operative for long 
periods, since this “drip method” 
may not be enough irrigation in our 
summer heat/humidity.

 —Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Back-to-school gardening tips

Summer’s casualties need pruning.
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Your protection
is personal. 
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business. 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  © 2016 Nationwide NPO-0194M1.2 (01/16)

      Michael L. Travis      
TRAVIS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.       
(703) 931-6677       
travism@nationwide.com               

RITA TASSA, REALTOR 


Cell: 703-629-8624   Email: brtassa@gmail.com 

Knowledge Is Power 

To learn more about simple things you can do to  

improve the value of your home, and make sure it stands  

out in this busy market give me a call.  

“ Rita Tassa is an excellent 

Realtor and she surpassed 

our expectations. She knew 

the Fairlington market &  

community extremely well. 

We highly recommend her 

anyone looking to buy or 

sell their home.”  

- Ana Macnamara   

 

“ I was a first time seller in  

Fairlington and wanted to 

work with someone who not 

only was savvy with market 

trends, but who was also 

highly knowledgeable about 

our community. Rita was the 

perfect choice! I enjoyed 

working with her & highly  

recommend her for your  

buying & selling needs”  

-Christina Mills 

Testimonials From Recent  

Seller’s in Fairlington:  

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

      Appliance                                   

 
1-year full warranty on all work! 

 
 

or Call Now (703)982-1100 
 

Yelp, Angie’s List, Google 

Repair99.com 
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abingdonschool news
Renovation almost done!

Abingdon students will return 
to school this fall to an exciting 
new learning environment, as 
the temporary trailers have been 
removed and construction is almost 
complete. Outside, a brand-new 
entrance will greet students as they 
arrive. New playgrounds are being 
installed in the front (for pre-k 
students) and back (for kindergarten 
through 5th grade). 

The new parking lot and drop off/
car rider area will be open on the 
first day of school. Parents will 
receive information about the 
updated traffic pattern in packets 
sent home at the end of August. 

Inside, bright colors, fresh paint, 
and new carpet will welcome stu-
dents to the 2017–18 school year. 
The school’s hallways each feature 
a theme based on the eight intel-
ligences: performer, composer, 
creator, designer, innovator, leader, 
researcher, and collaborator. 

A “tower” addition houses three 
floors, with four large, bright class-

rooms and one smaller instructional 
space on each floor. The library has 
been updated with glass walls and 
new shelving and carpet. 

All of the interior spaces have been 
refreshed with new paint, flooring, 
or carpeting, and new, large win-
dows. Classrooms that were previ-
ously open (without walls or doors) 
have been enlarged and enclosed.

The Abingdon staff are excited to 
welcome students back, and are 

looking forward to a great year in 
the new space. 

Legacy Wall
An exciting new feature of the reno-
vation is the “Legacy Wall” designed 
by the Abingdon class of 2017. The 
60’-long panel is installed on the 
outside wall of the new gymnasium 
facing the new parking area, and 
includes 160 tiles. 

To create the wall, students and 
staff chose one of the eight intel-
ligences featured in the school and 
created a clay relief symbolizing 
that intelligence. After researching 
their ideas, last year’s fifth-graders 
practiced their sculpting technique 
by creating a small version of their 
clay tile. 

They drew 8" x 8" drawings of their 
ideas and traced those outlines on a 
clay slab. Those sculpted slabs were 
then welded to another background 
slab and details were added to their 
tiles with coils and molded pieces 
of clay. The slabs were fired in a kiln 
and glazed and used by the contrac-
tors to make the Legacy Wall.

—Carrie Lewis

Students will return to a new three-story classroom addition. Photo Photo courtesy 
Arlington Public Schools.

Creation and installation of the Legacy Wall was a team effort. Photo by Lauren 
Muscarella.
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Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years. Convenient Mark 
Center / N Beauregard Street office, 
with evening and weekend hours. 30% 
discount for Fairlington Residents. 
Visit www.cpa-coker.com for more 
information, directions. Call for an 
appointment with a FREE Retirement 
Check-up included. (703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers: Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

IRS ENROLLED AGENT can prepare 
your individual and business income 
taxes, provide advice, and respond to IRS 
and State tax letters. Bookkeeping and 
Small Business / Government Contractor 
support services too. Former Fairlington 
resident with 25 years of experience. 
Flexible time and place appointments. 
Visit www.alexandria-tax-bookkeping.
com for more information, or call 
Christine R. Coker at (703) 407-7545. 

Mini-ads
FRESH FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS. 
For your Home, Business, Celebrations 
& Events. Delight someone special 
or treat yourself! Free Delivery in 
Fairlington. Floral subscriptions 
available. Talk to Eva at Floral Focus By 
Design LLC 703.829.5527 or contact@
floralfocusbydesign.com. 

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. This 
month is a good time to plant since 
our nights are cooler. And any month 
is suitable for a clean-up and mulching. 
Contact Bill at Sullivan’s Landscaping. 
E-mail or call. billsullivan41@gmail.com 
571.213.9567

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

BATHROOM RENOVATION SALE. 
Example: Clarendon II. New tub, faucets, 
toilet, tiles for wall and floor, vanity 
and top, painting, medicine cabinet, 
light fixture. Labor included. $6,900. 
Fairlington Maintenance Service. Call 
571-212-4151 or 703-379-7733.

DOOR SOLUTIONS. A Fairlington 
doors expert. 1,000’s of pleased 
customers. For contact, scheduling, and 
useful door information, please visit: 
www.doorsolutions.biz

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND 
REPAIRS. Serving Fairlington since 
1978. Hundreds of bathrooms and kitch-
ens renovated. Other services include 
painting, plumbing, window repairs, 
leak detection and correction, dryer vent 
replacement, regrouting, recaulking, 
drywall repairs, etc. Call Vic Sison at Fair-
lington Maintenance Service 703-379-
7733. E-mail vsison0117@yahoo.com.

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. References 
available. Free estimates. Steve Chute. 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@
aol.com.

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text
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House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
703-820-8635. We are family owned and 
operated serving Fairlington since 1978. 
Your neighbor is our best reference. Call 
for a no obligation free estimate and 
detailed explanation of our service.

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, panel 
replacements, painting, wallpaper 
removal, drywall. Call Mario 703-501-
7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN/MASTER CRAFTSMAN. 
Built-ins, cabinets, closets, carpentry, 
drywall, interior doors, crown molding, 
chair rail, tile, sinks, faucets, disposals, 
toilets, ceiling fans, lighting, painting, 
bathrooms, kitchens, plumbing, 
electrical. Damon Blackburn 703-966-
7225. www.firstratehandyman.com. 
Damon.blackburn@yahoo.com

GRACE & ALBERTO. Alberto Matias 
Construction. Serving Arlington and 
Alexandria since 1989. New Patios, Side 
Walks - Stone- Natural Brick- or Pavers. 
Power wash. gracedelcarmenmatias@
gmail.com 703-795-4506

WITT CONSTRUCTION. Kitchens, 
baths, built-in cabinetry and design 
consultation. Licensed/insured. 
Fairlington resident. 703-626-6429. 
garywitt44@gmail.com 

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text 
703-629-1970.

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services. homealonefelines@gmail.
com; 703-671-5504 ; www.homealone.
petfinder.com

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 

Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th 
of the preceding month (Sept.10 for Oct. issue).
• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens 

Association.” 
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop 

off at FCA drop box.
• Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA 

drop box.
Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org

 
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, 
VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 
3308 S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am – 9 pm, M-F, 
8 am – 5 pm, Saturday; closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word. Examples: “998-0000” and 
“stove” = one word; “interior/exterior” = two words.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, 
email address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for 
options).

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

Worshiping Christ the King
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 

1801 North Quaker Lane • CTKAlexandria.org

Join the Fairlington 
conversation on Facebook 
at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society.

For sale: Fairlington T-shirts
Show your neighborhood pride with 
a Fairlington T-shirt. T-shirts are $15 
and available in white or hunter green 
in 100% cotton. Sizes S, M, L, and X-L. 
Child sizes are also available.
 To place your order: email  
president@fca-fairlington.org or contact 
any FCA board member. 
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Fairlington Window & Door 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

VA Class A License #2705129199  

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling 

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10% 

making Fairlington beautiful for over 10 years 

Buyer Need: 
Looking for Dominion 
or Clarendon model for 
family of 4 in Fairlington

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent 
to the Neighborhood on the Listing • Broker’s Open • Open 
Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: 
UVA Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  
Management, Public Relations (Georgetown) • Extrovert 
Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (Third Generation)  
Third Generation NOVA Realtor • ParkFairfax Resident

What I offer:

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional
Keller Williams Realty Capital Properties
4031 University Drive, 5th Floor
Fairfax, VA 22030

C: 703-963-4505 • O: 703-964-1290 
mwhall@kw.com •  Fax: 703-964-1292

Licensed in Virginia and DC
marlenehall.kwrealty.com

Call 
703-963-4505 
to speak with me!

Rentals Closed:
4447 34th St, Arlington, VA
213 Somervelle St, Alexandria, VA
3368 Martha Custis Dr,
    Alexandria, VA
5456 Barrister Pl, Alexandria, VA 

3250 S. Utah St , 2BR/ 2BA, Fairlington  
w/ deck! $469,900 (Under contract less 
than 30 days)

SOLD:

SOLD!I don’t think I’ve thanked you enough for your help 

and patience. You are truly amazing at what you do! 

- Kari (client)

SOLD: 
491 N Armistead St T1, 
Alexandria, VA $130,000
(Under contract less 
than 30 days)

Five Star ratings on Zillow
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MEET STEPHANIE



Our office has been located in the  
Fairlington Community since the 1970’s!  

 WE are your neighborhood experts! 
4800 S. 31st Street, Arlington, VA  22206 

office #  703.998.3111  

Did you know?  We have an on-site notary.  Monday-Friday 9-5pm  
Call 703.998.3111 to schedule an appointment. 

Looking for a change in location?  Check out these listings. 

Listed for $415,000 
2830 Columbus Street, S 

2BR/2BA Clarendon (End) 
Barbara Kirkland 703-405-5920 

Listed for Sale 
$1,000,000 

241 10th St. NE,  
Washington, DC 

20002   
3BR/2BA/2HBA 
Kristin Usaitis  
703-863-0367 

Listed for Rent $2350/mo. 
2955 Columbus Street, S 
2BR/2BA Clarendon II 

Julie Flory 703-599-3111 

Listed for Rent $2800/mo. 
4855 28th Street, S #A2 

2BR/2BA Mount Vernon 
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Listed for Rent $2400/mo. 
3523-A Stafford, Street, S 

2BR/2BA Clarendon 
Bill Groom 703-283-2596  

Listed for Rent $1400/mo. 
4902 29th Road, S #C-1 

1BR/1BA Braddock 
Barbara Wood 703-362-3982 

Listed for Rent $1425/mo. 
2802 Columbus Street, S #B-1 

1BR/1BA Braddock 
Nancy Kozlowski 703-820-1620  

Listed for Rent $1850/mo. 
2919 Buchanan Street, S #A2 

1BR/2BA Barcroft 
Kay Yancey 703-201-4292 

Listed for Rent  
$5000/mo. 

33 Linden Street, E 
Alexandria, VA  

22301  
4BR/4BA/1HBA 
Harry Bowen  
904-738-4419 


