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Clerk of Court Paul Ferguson 
to address FCA October 12

Former Fairlington resident 
Paul Ferguson, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Arlington 
County and the City of Falls 
Church, will be FCA’s featured 
speaker at its monthly meeting 
on October 12. The meeting, 
which begins at 7 p.m., will be 
in-person at the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S.
Sta�ord St.

Ferguson was first elected Clerk 
of Court in 2007 after serving 12 
years on the Arlington County 
Board, including three years as 
Board Chair. He was re-elected 
clerk without opposition in 
2017. Virginia court clerks are 
constitutional o�cers and 
serve 8-year terms.

Since becoming clerk, Ferguson has modernized the clerk’s o�ce, moving 
from paper to electronic case files for civil and criminal court records, imple-
menting electronic filing, and reducing the length of jury service from two 
weeks to one day/one trial.

Ferguson created an information packet in English and Spanish with sample 
forms for parties without an attorney seeking an uncontested divorce.

In Virginia the circuit court is the general jurisdiction trial court with 
authority to try all types of civil and criminal cases. Ferguson is the clerk of 
the 17th Judicial District, which has four judges.

In addition to managing the court, the clerk has a broad range of respon-
sibilities. These include collecting the taxes and fees associated with filing 

Continued on page 27

Ferguson, a former Fairlington resident, has 
held the position of Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of Arlington County since 2007. Photo by 
Guy Land.

The FCA Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
is hosting community conversations about privilege, bias, 
and equity this fall. See page 9 for more information.
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Coming up
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings that occur on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S.
Sta�ord St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA mem-
bers have three minutes to address the board on matters 
a�ecting the community.

FCA monthly meeting October 12 
Special Presentation: Paul Ferguson, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Arlington County and the City of Falls 
Church will present to FCA.

Regular board business:

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be found 
on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website 
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington Citizens 
Association.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Tech LLC, Alexandria, VA, 
www.avatartech-llc.com.

• Approval of September 
minutes

• Unfinished business

• O�cer and 
committee reports

• New business

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately 
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/tra�c/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)

202-225-4376

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org
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Contributors this month: Barbara Berti, 
Regina Bethencourt, Lynne Blasi, Sharon Burd, 
Tina Byrd, Guy Land, Christine Philip, Mark 
Priceman, Lydia Redway, and Bill Sullivan.

Some images in this publication may be 
digitally enhanced.

president’s
message

Fairlington has a rich history of providing leaders 
for Arlington County government, either as elected 
o�cials or as members of citizen advisory com-

mittees. That, along with consistently high voting turnout in elections, 
has given Fairlington a reputation for being one of the most politically 
engaged communities in Arlington.

Our clout is disproportionate to our size. That civic engagement—regard-
less of party—is one of the things that makes Fairlington such a vibrant 
community. The spirit of community that pervades Fairlington provides 
a good context for growing and sustaining civic leaders.

FCA’s October speaker, Clerk of Court Paul Ferguson, is a good example.
Paul lived in Fairlington for decades and continues to own a unit here.
In many respects, he’s still part of our community. Before being elected 
court clerk, Paul served three terms on the Arlington County Board. But 
he got his start as a community leader, President of FCA.

Paul was followed on the county board in a few years by South Fairling-
ton resident Libby Garvey, who was first elected in 2012 and has twice 
served as chair. Libby has also lived in Fairlington for decades.

In Arlington much of the work of governance flows through citizen advi-
sory committees, and over the past five years Fairlington residents have 
played key roles in things like the Housing Commission, the Neighbor-
hood Conservation Advisory Committee, the Community Development 
Citizens Advisory Committee, and the Four Mile Run Valley planning 
committee.

Fairlington also contributes major voices to school issues. FCA Vice Presi-
dent Jenn Davies led the citizen advisory committee that oversaw the 
renovation of Abingdon Elementary.

Often the leader of the Abingdon PTA is a Fairlington resident, as Sha-
ron Burd is this year. As more Fairlington kids go to Gunston Middle 
School, it’s not surprising that the Gunston PTA has also had Fairlington 
leadership.

And let’s not forget that Libby Garvey started her county political career 
as a member of the school board. One of the school board candidates 
this fall, Vell Rives, has been a North Fairlington resident for years.

This climate of civic leadership—and it’s not limited to formal govern-
ment entities—is a hallmark of Fairlington. I encourage you to think 
about a good civic leadership role for you. It will add to our community’s 
vitality.

Guy Land, FCA President
president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, October 12 at 7 p.m.
FCC
3308 S. Sta�ord St.

Fairlington diners
Tuesday, October 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Ramparts
1700 Fern St, Alexandria, VA 22302

Book group
Tuesday, October 25 at 7:30 p.m.
FCC
3308 S. Sta�ord St.

Neighborhood Trick’or’Treating
Monday, October 31
Starts at dusk

It’s always 
time for story time

Eager listeners gather for story time at 
the Fairlington Farmers market. Photo 
by Guy Lnad. 
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Jennifir Birtwhistle
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Voting begins for November 8 general election
Arlington voters will 
choose a member of the 
Arlington County Board 
and select a new member 
of the Arlington School 
board, while both Arling-
ton and Alexandria voters 
will cast ballots for the 
8th district congressional 
o�ce in the November 
8 general election. Early 
in-person voting began in 
late September.

In Arlington, incumbent 
Democrat Matt di Ferranti 
is facing a challenge from 
perennial independent 
candidate Audrey Clem-
ent and newcomer inde-
pendent Adam Theo.
The county’s debate over “missing middle” housing has 
been the primary topic in the race.

The race for school board features Bethany Sutton and 
James “Vell” Rives. Current board member Barbara Kan-
ninen chose not to run again. School board races are 
non-partisan, though Sutton was endorsed by Arlington 
Democrats. Both Sutton and Rives have been active on 
school advisory committees. Rives is a long-time resi-
dent of North Fairlington.

In the 8th district congressional race, voters will choose 
among Democratic Incumbent Don Beyer, Republican 
Karina Lipsman, and Independent Teddy Fikre. The 
district covers Arlington, Alexandria, Falls Church, and 
parts of Fairfax County.

Arlington voters will also consider 6 bond issues. The 
largest is $177 million for significant improvements to 
the county’s wastewater treatment, water, and sewer 
infrastructure. Arlington Public Schools would receive 
$165 under another bond issue, largely to fund the 
Career Center campus and security improvements at 
various schools.

October 28 is the last day to request a ballot by mail for 
the November 8 general election. All voters are eligible 
to vote by mail. Applications must be received in the 
Voter Registration O�ce by 5 p.m. Applications may 

be submitted online 
(http://vote.elections.
virginia.gov) or by 
mail, fax, or email.
For Alexandria, email 
VoteAbsentee@alexan-
driava.gov; for Arling-
ton it’s absentee@
arlingtonva.us.

Mail ballots may be 
returned by mail, in 
person, or by drop box.
Mail ballots must be 
received by 7 p.m. on 
November 8.

October 17 is the last 
day to register to vote 
in the November 
election.

—Guy Land

Voters can mail their ballots early or vote in-person at the 
Fairlington Community Center on S. Sta�ord St. Photo courtesy of 
arlingtonva.us. 

Property taxes due Oct 5
The due date for the first installment of real estate 
taxes is Wednesday, October 5. The same date applies 
to both Arlington County and the City of Alexandria. 
Real estate bills were mailed in August. 

Residents will not receive a bill if taxes are paid from 
an escrow account through your mortgage. If you 
have a mortgage and receive a bill, please contact your 
mortgage company as soon as possible. For customers 
who are responsible for paying their real estate taxes, 
Arlington’s Customer Assessment and Payment Portal 
(CAPP) is a convenient way to pay securely online. 

Even if you do not pay via the internet, CAPP has 
many other benefits, including reminder emails about 
upcoming due dates. To learn more about CAPP, visit 
capp.arlingtonva.us or call 703-228-3702. 

If you are having di�culty paying your real estate 
taxes, the Arlington County Treasurer’s o�ce is o�er-
ing assistance through its Taxpayer Assistance Pro-
gram (TAP). More information can be found on their 
website, arlingtonva.us/treas. 

http://vote.elections.virginia.gov
http://vote.elections.virginia.gov
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LANDLORDS:
GET 2 FREE 

MONTHS
Management Fees!

Zero
Headaches

Stress-free Property Management from a 
professional, a	ordable and local company.

Let us manage your property,
and wipe out any stress.

ArlingtonRealtyManagement.com

703.836.2525

MyPropertyMgr@gmail.com

Contact Us Today!
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Rives, Sutton vie for empty APS board seat
Independent James “Vell” Rives and Democrat Bethany 
Sutton will go head-to-head for the empty seat on 
the Arlington County Public School (APS) Board this 
November.

The board is composed of five members who serve over-
lapping four-year terms. Terms commence on January 
1 of the year following the election. The seat opened up 
when former school board member Barbara Kanninen 
decided not to run for a third term.

The Bulletin caught up with both Rives and Sutton to 
discuss their position and priorities for APS.

Sutton, a higher educa-
tion professional with 
more than 25 years of 
experience, decided to 
run for the school board 
as a result of years spent 
volunteering and engag-
ing with the schools 
both as an administrator 
and as a parent.

“I have a strong track 
record of community 
leadership and engage-
ment in our schools,” she 
said. “My kids are in 8th 
grade (TJMS) and 11th 
grade (HB Woodlawn) 
and I spent 7 years on the 

PTA Board at Randolph Elementary School, where I still 
run the food pantry begun during the pandemic.”

Rives, an M.D. and mental health professional, was 
inspired to make the decision to run as a result of seeing 
the impact of COVID-19 policies on students’ and teach-
ers’ mental health and the struggles with lost learning 
due to the pandemic.

“I think my experience as a parent, physician, and 
mental health professional will bring the perspective we 
need to address our current problems,” he said. “We’re 
still not caught up, and we must not lower our standards 
to get there. It will be hard. We have to get every child 
the help they need, and we’ve got to work to retain our 
excellent teachers. We have lost too many good teachers 
in the past two years.”

Sutton expressed her priority for focusing on inclusion 
and diversity in the APS system, citing recent state-

wide policies that she felt 
hamper e�orts to expand 
opportunity and serve all 
students equitably.

“I am deeply concerned 
about the impact of the 
governor’s policies on 
our LGBTQ+ youth and 
students of color, all of 
whom data tells us are 
more likely to have men-
tal health struggles,” she 
said. “ Our best chance 
of tackling these daunt-
ing challenges involves 
ensuring that all stu-
dents feel supported and 
a sense of belonging in our schools, and in employing 
best practices in the classroom, not attacking these 
children or their teachers. We need to amplify our com-
mitment to diversity, equity & inclusion, not diminish 
or eliminate it.”

Rives was also critical of recent policies from the Gover-
nor’s mansion, including the tip-line established earlier 
in the year to report teacher misconduct, which he felt 
harmed relationships between teachers and parents.

A big priority for Rives is keeping classrooms open for 
in-person instruction, safely, whatever it takes.

“I also want to return to the pre-COVID practice of 
School Resource O�cers (SROs) being assigned to 
schools where needed,” he said.

SROs have been a subject of much discussion lately as 
local schools have experienced an uptick in student 
crime after the o�cers were removed from school hall-
ways in 2021.

While varying slightly in approach and priorities, both 
candidates are full of passion and commitment to make 
APS a supportive and healthy learning environment for 
every child that passes through its classrooms.

You can read more about Rives and Sutton on their 
websites, https://www.rivesforsb.com/ and https://www.
bethany4aps.org/.

Don’t forget to cast your vote at Fairlington Community 
Center on November 8.

— Regina Bethencourt

Fairlington resident and 
psychiatrist James “Vell” 
Rives decided to run for school 
board to tackle post-pandemic 
mental health issues. Photo 
courtesy of rivesforsb.com. 

Bethany Sutton has been a 
higher education professional 
for more than 25 years and 
has two children currently 
in the APS system. Photo 
courtesy of bethany4aps.org. 

https://www.rivesforsb.com/ and https://www.bethany4aps.org
https://www.rivesforsb.com/ and https://www.bethany4aps.org
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As a former Fairlington resident and mother 
of three, I know that leaving Fairlington can 
be hard.  

There’s the charm, the green space, the sense of 
community, and the amazing location. So, where do 
Fairlingtonians go when they are in need of more 
space?! I’ve helped dozens of families find their Life 
After Fairlington and would love to help you, too!

Visit www.LifeAfterFairlington.com to learn
more. Sign up to get my FREE curated list of homes 
you’ll love!

“After nine wonderful years in Fairlington, we needed a 
larger home. Due to our earlier impression and the great 
feedback we’ve seen around the community, Lauren was 
the only realtor we contacted. We gave her a challenging 
list of requirements: we wanted to stay close to Fairlington 
due to family, we needed enough space for three growing 
children and two home offices, among other requirements. 
She cheerfully shepherded us for seven months as we 
looked at countless houses until we were able to find the 
perfect home!”             ~The Smith-Hollemans

New Construction in South Arlington!

Dominion • Sold for $749,900 • 12 DoM 

Have You Thought About
Life After Fairlington?

202.557.0311 
Lauren@LaurenKolazas.com 

www.LifeAfterFairlington.com
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STEM preschool hosts fall fundraiser in Fairlington
On Friday, September 2, the STEM Preschool held its 
first FUNdraising fair. With a better than expected turn-

out, the fair was a big success in raising money for those 
who need tuition assistance.

With appearances by Grammy-nominated performer 
Groovy Nate, Elsa and Spiderman, as well as food trucks 
from Rockland’s, rides and carnival games, STEM Execu-
tive Director Portia Moore-Thomas was excited for what 
the future holds.

“It was such a joy to see so many children and parents 
enjoy the rides, food, and music,” said Moore-Thomas.
“STEM Preschool believes that every child deserves 
access to a challenging, nurturing, and rewarding early 
childhood education and we are beyond thankful for 
the Fairlington Community for their support. We are 
looking forward to our next event where the commu-
nity can all come together and have fun.”

Upcoming events that will benefit STEM include a pizza 
night at Nighthawk Brewery and Pizza in Pentagon City.
For more information on how you can get involved, 
please visit www.stempreschool.com.

—Mark Priceman
Local police o�cers hand out swag and o�er public safety 
advice. Photo by Guy Land.

Conversations on equity and inclusion to be held in October
The FCA Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
is hosting a series of community conversations to learn 
about and address the ways in which Arlington can be 
a more equitable and inclusive place. We encourage all 
residents to join us for these 1-hour conversations at the 
Fairlington Community Center on Thursday, October 
20 and Wednesday, November 16 at 7 p.m.

Arlington County has partnered with Challenging Rac-
ism, a local non-profit dedicated to empowering people 
to disrupt racism wherever they find it, to develop the 
Dialogues on Racism and Equity (DRE) program.

DRE includes a series of toolkits used to spark conversa-
tions between community members as part of the coun-
ty’s broader commitment to racial equity. The conversa-
tions include short videos and discussion questions to 
challenge assumptions, interrupt bias, and understand 
equity vs. equality.

The October meeting will feature a discussion about 
bias and the November discussion will focus on equity.

If you are interested in participating in a community 
conversation or have any questions, please contact Lydia 

Redway at lydia.redway@gmail.com.

For additional information on Arlington County’s 
Dialogues on Race and Equity, please visit https://www.
arlingtonva.us/Government/Topics/Equity/DRE.

—Lydia Redway

Arlington’s Dialogues on Racism and Equity are part of the 
county’s commitment to its Equity Resolution adopted in 
2019. Photo courtesy of arlington.va.us.

http://www.stempreschool.com
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Topics/Equity/DRE
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Topics/Equity/DRE
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www.gmgservices.com

Request an Estimate:

www.gmgservices.com
and click on “Request Estimate” tab

Email:
info@gmgservices.com

Call:

703-354-4270

PROUDLY SERVING THE FAIRLINGTON

COMMUNITY SINCE 1985!

Our Speciality is Bathrooms and Kitchens
We have successfully remodeled hundreds of bathrooms and
kitchens in Fairlington Village and throughout Northern Virginia.

Plus:
Finished Basements • Sunrooms • Screened-in Porches
Patios & Walkways • Decks & Porticos • Custom Built-ins
Cabinets & Countertops • Custom Painting • Hardwood Floors •
Ceramic Floors • Windows & Doors • Chair Rail & Crown Molding •
and much more…

We care about your safety and well being

These are uncertain and challenging times, but we are OPEN and
available to help with your home remodeling and repair needs. Our
longstanding and unyielding commitment to providing you with the
best and SAFEST customer experience, while we are working in your
home, is something we have always taken great pride in. And that
dedication is stronger than ever. Just one reason we have been the
“go-to” home remodeling contractor in the Fairlington community for
over 35 years!

Because your safety, health, and peace of mind is our top priority,
you can rest assured we are taking every precaution to ensure your
safety and well-being. We have asked all members of our team to
wash their hands repeatedly throughout the day and requested they
do not come in to work if they feel sick or if they have a fever. They
have also been instructed to be extra vigilant to wipe down all
surfaces before, during, and after their shifts, to wear protective
gloves and masks, and to support the social distancing guidelines
with homeowners and co-workers.

Until this crisis is over, we will continue to monitor the developments
set by the CDC and our local governments and will make any
necessary adjustments to our practices to keep you safe.

We support our community and feel that it is everybody’s job to limit
risk of exposure and spread of COVID-19 and in that light, we en-
courage you to take advantage of telephone, Facetime, and video
consultations for all your home improvement needs.

Please visit us at www.gmgservices.com and click on the
“Request Estimate” tab or email us at info@gmgservices.com

“GMG provided some of the best customer service and
quality work I have ever received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”

“It was a pleasure dealing with a company that places
high priority on customer satisfaction…”

READ WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE TO SAY:
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Skip the rake, leave the leaves 
Have you heard the phrase “Leave 
the Leaves,” and did you ever won-
der why? Aren’t there too many 
leaves? They smother the grass, 
they leave a slippery layer on side-
walks, and they clog sewers. What 
exactly do all of those fallen leaves 
do for nature? It turns out quite a 
lot! 

Fallen leaves provide pollinators 
with nesting and overwintering 
habitats. Besides planting native 
plants and not using chemicals, the 
next most valuable step to support 
pollinators is to provide them the 
winter cover they need.

The monarch migrates, but the vast 
majority of butterflies and moths 
overwinter in the landscape as an 
egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, or adult.
In our climate, the butterflies and 
moths use leaf litter (fallen leaves) 
for winter cover.

For example, the great spangled 
fritillary and wooly bear caterpil-
lars tuck themselves into a pile of 
leaves for protection from cold weather and predators.
Red-banded hairstreaks lay their eggs on fallen oak 
leaves, which become the first food of the caterpillars 
when they emerge.

Luna moths and swallowtail butterflies disguise their 
cocoons and chrysalises as dried leaves, blending in 
with the “real” leaves. Lose the leaves and lose the next 
generation of some pollinators.

Bumblebees rely on leaf litter for protection. At the end 
of summer, mated queen bumblebees burrow only an 
inch or two into the earth to hibernate for winter. An 
extra thick layer of leaves protects the native bees from 
the elements.

Many animals live in leaves: spi-
ders, snails, worms, beetles, mil-
lipedes, mites, and more—that sup-
port the chipmunks, turtles, birds, 
and amphibians that rely on these 
insects for food.

Studies have shown that turfgrass is 
the largest crop grown in the U.S., 
and this disproportionate ratio of 
lawn to garden is certainly a rea-
son leaves are raked, mowed, and 
blown. Too many leaves are not 
good for turf, but a thin layer of 
leaves on the lawn has no ill e�ects.

Leaves can be piled around trees, 
shrubs, and perennials. The leaves 
will provide nutrients and valuable 
organic matter to protect the roots 
and enrich the soil.

Using leaves as mulch for a planting 
bed is a free alternative to buying 
bark mulch. The space under a tree is 
a critical place to keep leaves in place 
since many butterfly and moth cater-
pillars drop down from trees into the 
leaf litter to pupate and overwinter.

The use of leaves for mulch may not be as tidy to you, 
but it is so much better for nature. There are several 
community gardens in Fairlington that do not have the 
leaves removed in fall. The leaves are the garden mulch.
The garden on the hill on S. Utah St. leaves the leaves.

This year, leave the leaves in your patio gardens and 
forgo the bark mulch. In the spring, watch for a new 
generation of pollinators to emerge. Feel free to send us 
questions or comments at fortheloveofnature@google-
groups.com and follow Fairlington Gardening Commu-
nity on Facebook!

—Tina Byrd

These fallen leaves covering the forest 
floor near the Fairlington playground are 
providing important overwintering habitat 
for pollinators and other insects. Photo by 
Tina Byrd.

Nature
For the love of
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Peach biscuits? 
Market vendors share wares, invent unique treats

It’s October at the Fairlington Farmers 
Market, and that means it’s time for 
pumpkins, gourds, cider, a bounty of 
colorful fall produce, and music and 
special events every Sunday from 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Fairlington Com-
munity Center.

We were sorry to see Number 1 Sons close their business 
at the end of August due to the loss of their commercial 
space.

“Number 1 Sons joined our market in 2018, and was 
a popular and well-liked vendor with long lines each 
week,” said Tracey McGovern, a member of the farmers 
market committee.

“We know shoppers enjoyed the wide variety of pickled 
and fermented products they o�ered, and are looking 
for another vendor to fill this need.”

Our vendors are a friendly and close-knit group, and it’s 
been exciting to see a number of collaborations arise 
this year. During the summer District Biscuit Company 
made peach biscuits using peach jam from Sandy Bot-
tom Acres, and prior to that started o�ering their popu-
lar breakfast sandwiches with goat cheese from Fairie 
Springs Farm.

Peach jam was a new creation this year from Joan and 
Chris Farrell of Sandy Bottom.

“We started making apple butter jam last year with 
apples from Spring Valley Farm & Orchard, and started 
bringing it to the market in response to requests from 
shoppers who saw pictures on Facebook,” said Joan. “We 
decided to make more jam this year with other fruit 
from Spring Valley, and it’s been very popular.” 

The idea for the biscuit sandwich with goat cheese came 
about from a conversation between Tracey McGovern 
of the market committee and Kate Hemphill, owner of 
Fairie Springs.

“Tracey thought our goat cheese spread would be really 
good on District Biscuit’s sandwiches, so we talked with 
Alex Rosenberg and the new sandwich launched soon 
after that,” explained Kate.

She also makes goat cheese using ramps from Spring Val-
ley, and uses their corn for her spicy corn salsa. We’ve 
heard anecdotally about some other collaborations 
among vendors, so if there’s something you’d like to see 
please talk with the vendors or market managers.

Mark your calendar for this month’s events, and be sure 
to check the market chalkboards and weekly e-newslet-
ter for an updated schedule.

—Lynne Blasi

Shoppers enjoyed an energetic Zumba class and picked up 
some great fitness tips in August from Sherean with the 
Energy Club in Shirlington. Photo by Esmeralda Matthews.

More than 1000 people enjoyed delicious ice cream on a hot 
July day, compliments of market sponsor Kay Houghton & 
Associates—thank you to Kay and her team for the perfect 
treat!
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Coming up at the Farmer’s 
Market in October:

October 2: Arlington Art Truck, Flight by Greg 
Stewart. Learn about birds and trees of 
Arlington County and the importance of 
native plants and species.

October 9: Face painting with Creatives 
by Cristina, LLC.

October 16: Save Soil; Music from the Arlington 
Public School Orchestra

October 23: READ Book Bus; Project Peace as part 
of Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October 30: Extension Master Gardeners activity 

Coming up at the Farmer’s 

Photos by Guy Land.
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Fairlington Presidents discuss 
traffic safety, noise violations in quarterly meeting

Safety concerns at King 
St. and Taylor St. were a 
main topic of discussion 
at the recent meeting 
of the presidents of the 
various Fairlington condo 
association boards. They 
centered on drivers com-
ing out of Bradlee who 
sometimes turn left onto 
King into oncoming traf-
fic or do not give the right 
of way to drivers cross-
ing from Taylor St. into 
Bradlee Shopping Center.
Alexandria is responsible 
for signage at this inter-
section and will be asked 
to increase or adjust signs 
to improve safety for drivers and pedestrians.

There have also been individuals living in hidden areas 
outside the Fairlington fence line along King St. The 
encampment debris located in the area bordered by 
the Arbor was removed by Arlington County. Alexan-
dria was also contacted by the Arbor as the grassy area 
bordering King St. belongs to Alexandria. The city is 
supposed to trim back the overgrown vegetation to 
make the fence line clearly visible and less attractive for 
“campers”.

There is a Limited Power of Attorney form that would 
allow the Arlington County Police Department to access 
private property to remove trespassers. The Mews has 
approved and submitted this form and will put up no 
trespassing signs as required. Some of the other Fairling-
ton associations are considering doing the same.

Fairlington residents have complained of exceedingly 
loud vehicles along King St. and Quaker Ln. Current 
Virginia code allows jurisdictions to ticket drivers with 
excessive exhaust noise vehicles. Alexandria and Arling-
ton will focus enforcement of the excessive noise viola-
tions on areas with the most complaints.

The VA legislature passed House Bill 1842 amendment 
that went into e�ect this year.

“This new law broadens the rulemaking authority of 
Boards of Directors. Condominium Association Boards 

of Directors will have 
authority to establish 
reasonable rules that 
restrict smoking in the 
Condominium, which 
includes prohibiting 
smoking in common 
elements as well as 
within the units. Prop-
erty Owners’ Associa-
tion Boards will have the 
authority to restrict 
smoking in common 
areas and attached pri-
vate dwelling units (i.e.
townhouses). The bills 
further amend the Vir-
ginia Condominium Act 
by allowing unit owners, 

by majority of votes cast at a meeting of the unit owners’ 
association, to repeal or amend any rule or regulation 
adopted by its Board.” 

Please contact your association’s president if you have 
topics pertaining to Fairlington that the presidents 
might discuss at a future meeting.

—Thora Stanwood

Left turns at the King St. and Taylor St. intersection have been the 
subject of recent tra�c disputes. Photo by Regina Bethencourt. 

Seeking candidates for paid 
position with The Bulletin

The All Fairlington Bulletin’s ad manager, Katarina 
Lesandric, will be leaving at the end of October.
Lesandric has held the position for three years, and 
her contributions to the mission of the Bulletin will 
be greatly missed. The FCA Board thanks her for her 
dedicated service.

The AFB is looking for a motivated professional to 
take on this role. This is a paid position with com-
pensation on a commission basis. Responsibilities 
include coordinating with existing advertisers, 
identifying new sources of advertising revenue, and 
working with the editorial team to ensure adver-
tisements are placed correctly. If interested, please 
contact Guy Land at president@ fca-fairlington.org.
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Silva Construction Group, Inc

CLASS A CONTRACTOR
www.silvaconstructiongroupinc.com

(703) 350-0180 / (703) 297-2854

Design-Build Firm
One stop place for your convenience

Attic Additions,
Kitchen, 

Bathrooms, 
Skylights,

Egress Windows

Entire Home 
Renovations 

Electrical, 
Plumbing, 

Waterproofing, 
Decks

Garage, Patios,                  
Painting, Flooring, 

Insulation, 
Windows &Doors

Our Affiliations
                                         

                                     
   

       

Scan the QR code 

for more info   

                                         



Fairlington Residents!! 

Our heating and air conditioning 

company will service,  

repair or replace your heat 

pump, air conditioner, furnace, 

or water heater. 

Like us on Facebook for helpful tips, and surprise discounts! 

https://www.facebook.com/FrostysHeatingandCooling/ 

CALL NOW 703-671-9193    

www.frostysinc.com 

Keep your HVAC system in 

top shape! 

Sign up for an annual maintenance 

agreement now!  

 

 

 
Frosty’s Salutes Our Troops!!  

Don’t forget to ask about our military discount!!  



Don’t be haunted by unreliable products. Unveil  

comfort instead. Call Frosty’s to schedule today! 

Frosty’s Heating and 

Cooling, Inc.  

3013 Colvin Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

 

 

 



 
921 N JACKSON ST ARLINGTON, VA 22201 

Service@allplumbing.com 

(P) 703-525-7973 

www.allplumbing.com 

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA’S PLUMBING 

EXPERTS 

 

Whether you’re in need of an 

installation, repair or replacement — rest 

assured that the experienced team at 

All Plumbing, Inc. can handle the job! 

From complex water main replacement 

jobs to simple water heater repair, our 

trusted plumbers have the expertise and 

professionalism to handle any plumbing 

issue quickly and effectively.  

 

 

 

Many appliances in your home rely on 

steady, clean sources of water, and 

your plumbing system is interconnected 

in many ways. In addition, your home’s 

plumbing connection to the outside 

world must be in good condition as well. 

Sewer backups can spell disaster. 

 

 

 

PLUMBING SERVICES WE OFFER 

Backed by years of experience, All 

Plumbing, Inc is able to deliver a long list 

of residential plumbing services. You 

can depend on us for services involving: 

✓ Water Main Installation & Repair 

✓ Video Camera Inspection 

✓ Trenchless Pipe Replacement 

✓ Water Heater Installation & Repair 

✓ Gas Line Installation & Repair 

✓ Hydro-Jetting 

✓ Sewer Main Installation & Repair 

✓ Sump Pumps 

✓ Waterproofing 

✓ Clogged Drain Repair 

✓ Plumbing Fixture Repair & 

Replacement 

✓ Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling  

 

mailto:Service@allplumbing.com
http://www.allplumbing.com/
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/main-line-repair-and-replacement.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/camera-inspections.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/trenchless-technology.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/plumbing/water-heaters.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/hydro-jetting.php


SPECIALS & COUPONS 

 Take advantage of our seasonal 

specials! And remember, we offer a 10% 

military discount and senior citizens 

receive 10% off, every day! 

 

SAVE 10% 

Military personnel receive 10% off on 

any plumbing service (maximum of 

$500). 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be 

combined with any other coupon or 

discount. Only one coupon may be 

applied per transaction. Coupons must 

be surrendered at the time of service. 

 

SAVE $100 

Save $100 on hydro-jetting of main 

sewer line & video camera inspection. * 

*A before & after video camera 

inspection of the line will be done to 

verify that the line is clear. Hydro-jetting 

of main sewer line & video camera 

inspection must be completed together 

in order to receive a discount. Limit one 

per customer. Cannot be combined 

with any other coupon or discount. Only 

one coupon may be applied per 

transaction. Coupons must be 

surrendered at the time of service. 

 

SAVE 10% 

First-time customers receive 10% off on 

any plumbing service (maximum of 

$500). 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be 

combined with any other coupon or 

discount. Only one coupon may be 

applied per transaction. Coupons must 

be surrendered at the time of service. 

 

SAVE 10% 

Senior citizens (65 and older) receive 

10% off on any plumbing service 

(maximum of $500). 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be 

combined with any other coupon or 

discount. Only one coupon may be 

applied per transaction. Coupons must 

be surrendered at the time of service. 

 

**Available 24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week 

Emergency Service Available** 

 

921 N JACKSON ST ARLINGTON, VA 22201 

Service@allplumbing.com 

(P) 703-525-7973 

www.allplumbing.com 

 

 

 

mailto:Service@allplumbing.com
http://www.allplumbing.com/
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Helicopter noise complaint system created
A pilot system for report-
ing helicopter noise 
is now available for 
Fairlington residents.
They can submit noise 
concerns via webform, 
an iPhone and Android-
compatible mobile app, 
or by voicemail at a noise 
complaint hotline at 
877-209-3200.

Residents are encouraged 
to provide as much infor-
mation as possible when 
submitting a complaint.
Using available flight 
track data, the system 
will accurately identify 
likely aircraft generating 
concerns and all associated data.

According to Cong. Don Beyer, who has long pushed for 
solutions to helicopter noise in the Fairlington area, the 
system was developed in collaboration with the Eastern 
Region Helicopter Council and the Helicopter Associa-
tion International.

Beyer announced the new system in a press confer-

ence in June, where he 
was joined by Arlington 
County Board members 
Libby Garvey and Takis 
Karantonis.

“I am hopeful that this 
pilot program will prove 
to be a strong first step in 
carrying out recommen-
dations developed with 
community input to 
reduce helicopter noise 
in Northern Virginia and 
across our region” Beyer 
said, “and I will continue 
to work with colleagues 
and regional leaders and 
agencies to reduce heli-
copter noise in our skies.”

The pilot will be evaluated by the FAA for potential per-
manent adoption.

The complaint system options can be accessed at 
https://beyer.house.gov/uploadedfiles/dc_noise_initia-
tive_flyer.pdf 

—Guy Land

Hazardous materials drop-off available Oct 8 at Wakefield
The fall Arlington Environmental Collection and Recy-
cling Event (E-CARE) for drop-o� of household hazard-
ous materials and old electronics is set for Saturday, 
October 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Wakefield High 
School, 1325 S. Dinwiddie St.

Since this is the county’s first time using Wakefield as a 
drop-o� site, metal items and bicycle donations will not 
be accepted. Vehicles should access the drop-o� routing 
from South Columbus Street at South George Mason 
Drive.

Accepted hazardous materials include:

• Automotive fluids
• Batteries
• Car care products
• Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)
• Corrosives (acids/caustics)

• Fire extinguishers
• Flammable solvents
• Fluorescent tubes
• Fuels/petroleum products
• Household cleaners
• Lawn and garden chemicals
• Mercury
• Paint products (25-can limit)
• Photographic chemicals
• Poisons (pesticides)
• Printer ink/toner cartridges
• Propane gas cylinders (small hand-held or larger)
• Swimming pool chemicals

The E-CARE drop-o� is only open to Arlington resi-
dents. For more information on the event and what sort 
of items will be accepted, visit: https://bit.ly/3DuSPdD.

—Regina Bethencourt

 Helicopters frequently fly over the Fairlington and Shirlington 
area. Photo by Regina Bethencourt.
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Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900

Dianna L. Bentley
YOUR NEIGHBOR, YOUR REALTOR®

Long & Foster, Old Town Alexandria
Licensed in VA and DC
Military Relocation Professional
U.S. Army, Retired
(703) 899-0677
dianna.bentley@longandfoster.com

Maximize Your Selling Potential With TLC

Long & Foster is o�ering you Turnkey Listing Concierge (TLC), 
a TRUE CONCIERGE program that helps sellers easily convert the homes 

they want to sell into the turnkey homes that buyers want.

TLC program fronts the costs for repairs, renovations, and staging
and also handles all the details from proposal to punchlist....

quickly transforming homes into the move-in condition buyers want, 
maximizing the value for sellers!

Buyers want turnkey homes,
TLC delivers turnkey homes,

plus a turnkey hassle-free process.

Call or text me at (703) 899-0677, email me at dianna.bentley@longandfoster.com, or scan below 

to connect with me and �nd out how TLC can help you maximize the sale of your Fairlington home.
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fairlington
pet profiles
This dog is no bull, just a lot of love

Bulldogs are more complicated than you 
probably ever thought. From conception 
to birth and beyond they require a lot of 
care. They drool, they can be stubborn, 
they need air conditioning, and their 
wrinkly skin should be cleaned daily 
so bacteria and infections don’t grow 
between the folds. They are considered 
high maintenance.

Not everyone can handle a bulldog, but 
Josephine (Josie for short)—adopted in 
October 2020—found her way to Fairling-
ton where she is now properly cared for 
and adored. She is the quintessential Eng-
lish Bulldog,  55 pounds of solid muscle 
with an extraordinary personality.

You came to Fairlington as a rescue. How 
is life with your new family? Do you like living here?

Thanks for asking! I was rescued through an organiza-
tion called “Bullies 2 the Rescue,” and they specialize 
in rescuing French and English bulldogs. I was used as a 
breeder mom for much of the first five years of my life, so 
I didn’t know much about what it meant to be part of a 
family. It took a lot of adjusting before I could trust peo-
ple, and even now I have a pretty small circle of friends 
and family that I feel at home with. But I definitely love 
my family. I love giving my Dad kiss showers and letting 
my Mom rub my belly! I enjoy all the green spaces to 
sni� in Fairlington and I like to keep my Mom and Dad 
on their toes by always pulling them in a new direction.

Has COVID a�ected your home life?

I hear Mommy and Daddy talking about this COVID stu� 
a lot. Apparently, they adopted me right at the start of it, 
and I think it is the reason Mommy is able to work from 
home now, so I would say yes. It has a�ected my home 
life for the better. It has made me a little spoiled though, 
so I hope they never go back to the o�ce full time!

What do you think of French bulldogs? Are they much di�er-
ent than the English? Is there any rivalry there?

Like any rivalry, it depends on who 
you talk to. I think Frenchies are okay.
They’re a lot smaller than we English 
bulldogs and their ears seem a little 
pointy to me, but they are my cousins 
so I have to say they are pretty cute too.
We don’t speak the same language, but 
I think a lot of people here in Fairling-
ton like them, and ! I hear they make 
great family dogs.

What advice can you give to people meet-
ing you for the first time?

Please always ask before approaching 
me when I’m on my walks. I have come 
a long way with training and time but 
I had a pretty rough start in life, and 
because of that, I still have a fear of new 

people and that might never go away. I don’t like being 
touched by strangers, (but hey, who does?). It takes sev-
eral meetings before I trust people to get close to me (and 
treats definitely help!), so crouching down and trying 
to pet me is unfortunately not something I like to see.
Bulldogs can be loving and sweet to the right family. It 
just takes a little patience.

You have quite the underbite. How do you manage your 
teeth? Do you visit the dentist often?

In the bulldog world that is quite a compliment, and the 
underbite is what makes us so dang cute! It also makes it 
hard to eat sometimes but, as you can tell by my waist-
line, I have overcome that obstacle! My Daddy is my de 
facto dentist, and he is so good about brushing my teeth 
with chicken flavor toothpaste that I love and Mommy 
feeds me raw carrots I’m sure that help. I can’t get enough 
of them! There is actually a video of me getting my teeth 
brushed on my Instagram page: @bulldog_josie.

—Barbara Berti

Interested in sharing your pet with Pet Profiles? 
Contact afbeditors@yahoo.com.

Bulldog rescue Josie dreams of 
pumpkin spice lattes. Photo 
courtesy Joanne Fiorilli.
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SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! 703.922.8220

schedule online at dwyerplumbing.com/schedule

VA Class A Contractor #2705072937A

LOOK NO FURTHER

Dwyer Plumbing, Heating 
& Air Does It Right
Our family-run business is big enough 

to serve and small enough to care. No 

plumbing or HVAC service is too big or 

too small for Dwyer Plumbing’s friendly, 

certifi ed technicians, who are held to the 

highest standards.

• Drain & Sewer Clearing
• Heating & Cooling Installations
• Annual Maintenance Plans

• Water & Sewer Line Replacement
• Trenchless & Excavation

$75 OFF
DWYER PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR

Any plumbing job over $450
One coupon per residence. Present to technician at time of service. 

Not valid with any other off ers. Expires 8/31/22

$500 OFF
DWYER PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR

New HVAC system
One coupon per residence. Present to technician at time of service. 

Not valid with any other off ers. Expires 8/31/22

Proudly providing dependable service with a 
history of excellence in Fairlington, since 1922.
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A Recycling How-to 
Recycling!?!?!  Are you confused and frustrated about 
what to do and what not to? Fairlington CAN has 
gotten to the facts by interviewing the frontline folks 
who manage our recycling. Our conversations dis-
pelled the myth that our recycling just goes in the 
trash and we learned how to be better recyclers. We 
have summarized our findings in this month’s F-CAN 
Action Info Sheet that includes a handy, half-page 
chart of what and how to recycle—perfect to put on 
your refrigerator for quick reference.

Access the document here:

Join us, Fairlington CAN 
(Fairlington Climate Action 
Now), to investigate more 
ways we each can make a 
di�erence on climate change! 
Contact us at fairlington-can@
googlegroups.com          

—Fairlington CAN

ClimateClimateC ate

CORNER

More Recycling Opportunities  
• Clothing and household items. Find a new owner—one person’s trash is another person’s treasure. In addition to 

charities such as Goodwill, you can sell or gift items on Facebook Marketplace
(https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/) or Buy Nothing North Fairlington- Shirlington, Park Center, Northern VA
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1543963012631952)  For useful household items in good condition, donate to 
the Habitat For Humanity ReStore (869 S Pickett St., Alexandria, VA).

• Electronics. Recycle electronics at BestBuy, Staples, or Arlington County Household Hazardous Materials 
Facility/Electronics Collection and Recycling Center located at 531 31st St. South. Arlington charges a small fee to 
recycle old-style CRT TVs and CRT computer monitors. All other electronics are accepted free of charge.
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Safe, Effective, Long Lasting Weight Management
Covered By Most Insurance Plans

Now open in the Fairlington Offce Park

At Nova Physician Wellness Center, the goal is to help you live a 
healthy lifestyle, achieve weight loss, and improve your health. 

NPWC provides safe, individualized, weight management 
supervised by physicians and covered by most insurance plans.

Call to schedule an appointment today

703-865-6490

Located in the Fairlington Offce Park at:

4820 31st Street South                                                  
Arlington, VA 22206     

www.novaphysicianwellness.com                                                  

AS SEEN ON

Motivate Your Monday on
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Abingdon Elementary celebrates 
back to school and its 72nd birthday 

On the first day of school, parents 
and guardians walked their stu-
dents to their classroom, and then 
joined fellow Abingdon families for 
a Tears & Cheers Co�ee celebration.
It has been wonderful to connect 
with new and returning students 
and sta�, especially at Abingdon’s 
several community building events.

For example, at the Back-to-School 
(BTS) picnic on August 20, we 
celebrated Abingdon’s birthday.
Our school was dedicated 72 years 
ago on the same day in 1950. It was 
also heartwarming to see our fellow 
Cardinals make new friends at the 
picnic and at the rising Kindergar-
ten Summer Popsicle Playdates.

In other exciting news, the Abing-
don Cardinal brought home a few 
ribbons from the Arlington County 
Fair! We are incredibly grateful to 
the Eco Action Team and our teach-
ers Ms. Upshur and Ms. Barnes for 
their garden leadership.

Thanks to our many volunteers—
students, families and community 

members—who have graciously sup-
ported the school garden momentum 
too. We invite the community to stop 
by the school garden to check out our 
prize-winning okra, banana peppers, 
mint, basil, tomatoes, and zinnia.

As we continue building community 
at Abingdon, we’re always looking for 
volunteers with various skills such as 
woodworking, baking, and trans-
lating (Mongolian, Amharic, and 
Arabic). As Elizabeth Andrew shared, 
“Volunteers do not necessarily have 
the time; they have the heart.” 

Visit www.abingdonpta.org/
volunteer to fill out the PTA’s 
volunteer form to lend an hour to 
support our neighborhood school’s 
Cardinals.

Exciting ways to help support our 
neighborhood school:

K-cup co�ee drive—In appreciation 
of our exceptional educators, con-

sider dropping o� ca�einated k-cup 
donations to the Abingdon main 
o�ce (labeled “PTA”) or ship to 
Abingdon PTA at 3035 S Abingdon 
Street, Arlington VA 22206.

Grocery rebates—Link your Harris 
Teeter VIC card to Abingdon Ele-
mentary (5748). Friends, families, 
and neighbors are also invited to 
link their VIC card to Abingdon as 
well. Scan the QR or sign up here: 
www.abingdonpta.org/fundraising.

Coat drive—Share the warmth.
Abingdon is having a coat drive for 
Abingdon students K-5. We’re col-
lecting coats, mittens, hats, gloves, 
and scarves in the school’s front 
o�ce. For additional information 
contact abingdonelementarypta@
gmail.com.

—Sharon Burd

A fellow Cardinal paused for a quick 
photo at the Back-to-School picnic! 
Photo by Sharon Burd.

The Abingdon Cardinal took a field 
trip to the Arlington County Fair and 
was in awe of seeing Abingdon’s prize-
winning okra! Photo by Dan Burd.

abingdonschool news

APS School Year Calendar:
Wednesday, October 5:
Holiday—Yom Kippur 

Monday, October 10:
No school for students 
(Countywide professional 
learning for sta�) 

Thursday, October 20: 
Elementary early release for 
parent-teacher conferences 

Friday, October 21: No school 
for elementary & middle school 
students—parent-teacher 
conferences 

Monday, October 24:
Holiday—Diwali

http://www.abingdonpta.org/volunteer
http://www.abingdonpta.org/volunteer
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For RENT - $1850/mo 
Furnished Braddock Model 

For RENT - 

Lynn Robinson-Gant
Selling Fairlington for 25 years!
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

FOR THE LOVE OF HOME

                     2 BR + 

                     Looking for a new place to lay your head?

Not sure where to  
start? Call me today! 
(703) 898.7205 

211 North Union St., Ste. 240, Alexandria, VA 22314

O: (571) 291-4632 | C: (703) 408-8252 | Nancy.Donovan@rate.com | Rate.com/NancyDonovan

Nancy Donovan VP of Mortgage Lending

Low inventory and a flood of cash buyers have made the market all the more challenging for your buy-side clients. But 
despite those market challenges, we’re ready to help them buy like bosses…with a suite of newly optimized tools and 
technology to help homebuyers be more competitive in a marketplace that demands it. So, if you’ve got buyers ready to 
move, we can give them what they need to succeed: speed, confidence, and pure homebuying horsepower.

Guaranteed Rate, Inc. is a private corporation organized under the laws of the State of Delaware. It has no affiliation with the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, the US Department of Veterans Affairs, the US Department of Agriculture or any other government agency. United Service 
Organizations, Inc. (USO) is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization (EIN/Tax ID: 13-1610451) and not part of the Department of Defense (DoD). (20220421-1354836)

  N. Donovan NMLS #483536; VA - MLO-11078VA | GR NMLS #2611; For licensing info: nmlsconsumeraccess.org. • VA: Guaranteed Rate, Inc. - Licensed by Virginia State Corporation Commission, License # MC-3769

.

To learn more about how we can supercharge your buyers, reach out to me today. 
I am a Fairlington homeowner too!
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Semi-annual Fairlington 
clothing swap set for Oct 9

Clean out your closets and mark your calendars - it's 
almost time for Fairlington's 5th Semi-annual Free 
Clothing Swap! The next swap is set for Sunday, Octo-
ber 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Villages Community 
Center in North Fairlington.

Organized by Kristen Johnson, the swap has become 
a fun community event where everyone gets a chance 
to get rid of unwanted clothing and pick up a few nice 
things - all for free!

Donations of fall clothing will be accepted starting at 
8 a.m. that morning. Items can include clothing, shoes 
and accessories for women, men and children. Volun-
teers are needed to help set up the racks, sort, hang and 
organize donations.

All left over items are donated to local charities after the 
event.

If you would like to volunteer, please go to https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/30e0449a4a82caaf58-fairlington 
to sign up.

—Christine Philip

The annual clothing swap is a great time to stock up on new 
fall finds for women, men, and children. Photo courtesy of 
Kristen Johnson.

Interested in serving your 
community? Join the FCA board! 

FCA is seeking interested 
residents to serve as o�-
cers and directors on the 
2023 FCA Board. Board 

members set the policies 
for the association and serve one year terms.

Anyone interested in serving on the board should 
email FCA Vice President Jennifer Davies at vp@fca-
fairlington.org. All nine seats on the board will be 
up for election at the December 14 annual meeting.

Directors receive no compensation for their service, 
other than the satisfaction of helping make Fairling-
ton an even greater place to live. For information 
about what serving on the board entails, contact 
any board member.

Paul Ferguson from page 1

deeds and acting as a probate judge when a will is 
presented for probate of an estate. The clerk is also 
responsible for issuing marriage licenses, processing 
notary public commissions, and processing business 
name applications.

As a member of the county board, Ferguson champi-
oned environmental issues. He pushed for Fresh AIRE—
Arlington Initiative to Reduce Emissions—a five-year 
initiative to reduce Arlington County government’s 
greenhouse gas emissions by 10 percent by 2012, with 
annual progress reports.

Ferguson has lived in both North and South Fairling-
ton. He continues to own a unit in Fairlington Arbor.

In speaking to FCA, Ferguson returns to one of the early 
venues of his community leadership. He was FCA Presi-
dent in 1993-94.

He is a 1992 graduate of George Mason Law School.

—Guy Land

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0449a4a82caaf58-fairlington
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0449a4a82caaf58-fairlington
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Bob DeLong
General Contractor

Phone:     703-815-3151         
Email:  dhidelong@aol.com

For a new kitchen in the new year, start now!  
Call us this Fall to schedule your site visit with Bob & free estimate

Get a jump on the administrative process:  
-- Asbestos Testing, Engineering, Permits and Variance --

Plan your kitchen & make your product selections
Start in 2023!

Attic Conversions
Basements
Bathrooms 
Custom Wall Units 
Egress Windows 
Hardwood Floors 
Kitchens
Popcorn Ceilings
Whole-House Remodels
Windows & Doors

See this kitchen and many more on 
our Facebook page

       DeLong Home Improvement

Just Call Bob!

Fairlington Homeowner
Licensed & Insured

EPA Lead Paint Certified

Fairlington contractor 
since 2005

Nearly 800 projects: 
all neighborhoods & models
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Fairlington Diners
The Fairlington Diners generally gather monthly for 
relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors.
In September, we dined at Guapo’s in Shirlington, a 
familiar favorite. Here’s what’s planned for October: 

Tuesday, October 18 at 6:30 p.m., Ramparts, 1700 Fern 
St, Alexandria, VA 22302, (703) 998-6616, http://www.
rampartstavern.com. We’ll return to this perennial local 
favorite on a Tuesday, which is Tacos and Tequila night.
The rest of the menu is also available.

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, 
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her--include 
your name and how to contact you the day of the event, 
in case plans change. If you want to receive a copy of 
these notices early in the previous month, send your 
email address to carol_dabbs at yahoo.com.

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book 
Group in October to discuss The 
Vanishing Half, by Brit Bennett.
The book will be introduced 
this month by Gary.

“Bennett’s gorgeously 
written second novel, an 
ambitious meditation on race 
and identity, considers the 
divergent fates of twin sisters, 
born in the Jim Crow South, 
after one decides to pass 

for white. Bennett balances the literary demands of 
dynamic characterization with the historical and social 
realities of her subject matter.”—The New York Times

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and 
drop-ins. No commitment required! Join us for our 
discussion, even if you haven’t read the book. We are 
meeting on Tuesday, October 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Sta�ord St in 
Room 103. We hope you’ll join us.

Fairlington Moms’ Club
The Fairlington Moms’ Club is a group where moms 
can meet friends, form a support network, and create 
opportunities for children. The Club organizes several 
community service projects, routine playdates, craft 
days, family parties, and moms’ nights out. We have a 
great listserv for sharing advice and connecting with 
other Fairlington families, as well as our own classifieds 
listserv. We welcome all Fairlington moms! Please 
email fairlingtonmomsclub@gmail.com for further 
information.

Friends of the 
Abingdon Community Garden

Abingdon Elementary would love your support to create 
a successful, sustainable community garden. It is our 
goal to enrich students’ and families’ knowledge of 
environmental sustainability and to 
be good stewards of our Earth, while 
providing first hand experience in 
learning about our food supply and 
our pollinators. To sign up, please 
scan the QR code or check out: 
https://tinyurl.com/2p82y7rv.

Small space garden plant clinic
The Master 
Gardeners of 
Northern Virginia 
o�er a small space 
plant clinic every 
Sunday, coinciding 
with the Fairlington 

Farmers Market. The clinic sta�ed by VCE Master 
Gardeners, who answer general gardening questions 
as well as questions about pests, diseases, and plant 
identification. They also provide free soil test kits on 
request. It is located at the back of the Fairlington 
Community Center.

neighborhoodnews

http://www.rampartstavern.com
http://www.rampartstavern.com
https://tinyurl.com/2p82y7rv
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Fairlington Window & Door

contact us today!
free estimates

friendly service
fantastic results

VA Class A License #2705169827

Kitchens 
Bathrooms
Basements

Attics
Painting

Recessed Lighting

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 15 years

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10%

IT’S A GREAT TIME TO BE A SELLER! 

Home prices remain at record highs 
and demand remains strong! 

Fairlington’s average sales price 
has increased by almost $100,000 

over the past few years.

CONTACT ME TO 
LEARN HOW TO NET AN 

EXTRA $5,000+ 
FOR YOUR HOME! 

NICK MULLEN
Realtor®  | Licensed in VA 

nick@chrissyandlisa.com
703.397.6161

RE/MAX West End | 710 W Broad St, Falls Church, VA 22046 | 703.596.5303

www.chrissyandlisa.com

Plans*Retirement

*Investments
*Life Insurance

Small Business/ Personal

p. 813-502-7995
www.evgsolutions.org

Contact
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down to earth
patio gardening
In 32 years of landscaping Fairling-
ton patios, I’ve seen some amazing 
creativity in various homeowners’ 
gardens.

Here is a sampling, from both North 
and South Fairlington:

Elisabeth—In one of her side beds 
(18 inches wide by 10 inches long), 
there is a thick planting of periwin-
kle. It’s a lateral-growing, lustrous 
evergreen ground cover with, yes, 
periwinkle flowers in summer. Hov-
ering in the ground cover are two 
figurines—a rabbit and a cat.

Sharon—She has a dwarf crape 
myrtle inside a curved stone bed at 
the back fence. Around the tree are 
delicate ferns, mostly the Japanese 
painted cultivar. In a corner, she has 
an iron trellis draped with a clematis 
vine. In summer, the fragile ten-
drils produce star-shaped, lavender 
blooms, five-inches in diameter. On 
the fringe of her paver patio are pots 
filled with begonia and geranium.

Larry—Devoid of flowers, his 
evergreen garden still is lush and 
stately. In the back corner is a lyland 
cypress tree. Beneath it is a vigorous 
rhododendron. In another corner, 
there is a dogwood tree surrounded 
(at the trunk) by a dense planting of 
pachysandra, an evergreen ground 
cover showing white flowers in April 
and May. In one of his side beds, 
he has a row of nandina domestica 
‘Harbor Dwarfs.’

Bonnie—When she looks o� her 
balcony, she sees three prominent 
camellias—two flowering in pink 

and another in white. Each one 
blooms from December to February.
In the corner is a beautyberry which 
o�ers clusters of glossy purple ber-
ries in autumn.

Paula—In her side garden against 
the brick of the building is a row of 
forsythia, whose branches become 
ablaze with yellow flowers in Feb-
ruary and March. Come summer, 
three dwarf crape myrtles show 
flowers in purple, red and pink.

Mary—Speaking of side gardens, 
hers is gorgeous. There is a dogwood 
tree, red cedar tree, Japanese maple 
dwarfs and a cluster of mahonia—
the last featuring fragrant yel-
low flowers in winter. Setting the 
landscaping table on the soil is a 
blanket of lamium, a ground cover 

with white frosting (variegation) on 
the leaves and magenta flowers in 
summer.

Penny—In front of her home, a 
lonely lamp post is now comforted 
by a snuggling ornamental pea vine.
Beneath the post is a circular plant-
ing of petunia (in summer) and 
pansy (in winter). Surrounding the 
bed is a bracelet of decorative rocks.

Tracy—There is a swath of thick 
grass in the center of her large patio 
yard. At the back fence is a con-
tained wildflower garden created by 
her father. On the opposite side of 
the yard is a curved garden framed 
by a dry stack stone wall. Inside the 
wall is a collection of flowering ever-
green specimens.

Marion—Outside her patio fence is 
a dense planting of iris, which forms 
a flowing lavender shawl draping 
the wood facade in summer. In the 
o�-season, the bluish-green, sword-
like leaves stand tall at almost 3 
feet. Around the edge of the irises 
is a 4-inch-wide, mulched bed that 
defines it from the vast lawnscape 
beyond.

Karen—An evergreen lover, when 
she looks out her dining room, she 
can’t miss seeing her Juniperus vir-
giniana ‘Burkii’, bursting in wedge-
wood blue foliage all year long. It’s a 
vertical specimen, reaching 7 feet tall 
with a modest width of 18 inches.
The specimen fits neatly in the back 
left corner of her patio garden.

—Bill Sullivan
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Learning from decades of creative Fairlington patios

An ornamental pea vine hugs a lamp 
post in South Fairlington. Photo by Bill 
Sullivan.
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  SQUEAKY SUBFLOOR? NO PROBLEM!
  WE SPECIALIZE IN SUBFLOOR REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

  QUALITY WATERPROOF FLOORING FROM 1.79/SFT!
  UPDATE THE LOOK OF YOUR HOME FOR LESS! 

  HARDWOOD FLOORING INSTALLATION
  SOLID HARDWOOD WITH WHOLESALE PRICING!

  HARDWOOD FLOOR REFINISHING
  BRING BACK THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF YOUR HARDWOOD!

  NEXT DAY CARPET INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!
  OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK, UNBEATABLE PRICES!

CALL OR TEXT PETER TODAY! 
703-926-6740 
peter@petersflooring.net

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

Fairlington HOA Approved
Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
EPA Lead Paint Certified
Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 

List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

Some of our top land destinations are now open for travel. Each
destination has unique safety, quarantine, and testing protocols in

place to encourage safe and happy travels. With more flexibility than
ever before, we can help you book with ease for those who wish to
explore on shore—or provide in-depth travel inspiration for those

who'd like to set sail later and daydream a little more.

Call your Neighborhood Vacation Consultant,
Katarina Lesandric

(314) 255 9709, klesandric@expediacruises.com

(314) 255 9709
6345 Columbia Pike

Falls Church, VA
klesandric@expediacruises.com

You can Travel Now

Instructions
Follow the steps below to edit the content. For more detailed
instructions, click here.

NOTE: You can select your language when editing content.

Step 1:
Double click the red link on the left "1. Select Culture" to select
the language from the drop down menu - English,  French or
Spanish.

Click "Apply" at the bottom of the window.

Step 2:
Double click "2. Center Info" if you need to adjust your address
information.

Step 3:
Click "Finish" to submit your document for approval.
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★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★

ANGEL’S
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Angel updated our kitchen with a tray ceiling, recessed 
lighting, back splash, and new tile � oor. He also patched, 
painted, reframed and generally spruced our place prior to 
sale in 2018. He does great work at a reasonable price and I 
highly recommend him.

“

” —Mary � omasson, 
Former Fairlington owner

► All-new kitchens
► All-new baths 
► Repairs of any sort
► Granite countertops & 

backsplashes
► Ceramic, granite & 

marble tiles 

► Painting
► Plumbing
► Hardwood fl oors
► Crown molding 
► Drywall
► Electrical work…
► And much more!

(703) 307-4022 |  angelvillanueva33@gmail.com |  angelskitchensandbath.com 

Greetings! My name is Angel Villanueva, and I spent 18 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!
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Services
WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA o�ers:. Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com.
703-671-2435.

IRS ENROLLED AGENT. can prepare 
your individual, business, amended 
and prior year income tax returns, and 
respond to IRS and state tax letters.
Bookkeeping services also available.
Flexible time and place appointments.
Please visit www.alexandria-tax-
bookkeping.com for more information or 
call Christine at 703-407-7545 or email: 
christine.atb3@gmail.com.

POSTPARTUM SUPPORT & 
NEWBORN CARE. Mama’s Little Loves 
o�ers overnight postpartum support 
services by a NICU RN. Get the much-
needed rest YOU need while a RN cares 
for your baby! We are here to support 
your family while providing nurturing, 
loving care for your newborn! CPR/First 
Aid certified and insured. Call Cristina 
at 703-594-7190 www.mamaslittleloves.
com

Mini-ads
PHYSICAL THERAPY AND COACH 
FOR RUNNERS. Focus on injury 
recovery, prevention and running 
performance with Erin Kennedy Dalisay, 
Doctor of Physical Therapy and Certified 
Running Coach! Open to runners of 
all levels to receive individualized 
rehabilitation, return to run programing, 
and/or going for new distance or race 
time. Visit runwellclinic@gmail.com or 
email directly runwellclinic@gmail.com 
for more information.

LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more. Contact 
Allegiance Property Management –info@
allegiancepm.com, 703-824-4704, or 
www.allegiancepm.com

Home 
Improvements

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN SER-
VICES. Home and o�ce repair, rental 
maintenance, painting, drywall repair, 
pressure washing, minor electrical and 
plumbing, to do lists and more. Free esti-
mates, fair pricing and friendly service.
Since 2008. Fairlington references avail-
able. Tim Miles, cell 443-995-3825. Please 
no texts. timmiles74@gmail.com.

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS:. Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal.
Free design services. Free estimates.
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turnaround 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703-314-1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

HANDYMAN SERVICES. Carpentry, 
painting and drywall repairs, basic 
electrical and plumbing work. Clean, 
reliable, insured. Igor 703-944-8402

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years of experience.
Professional, clean, neat, reliable.
Licensed, bonded, insured. References 
available. Free estimates. Steve Chute.
571-216-9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@
aol.com.

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements 
and painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years of experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall. Class A license. Call Mario 703-
501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com

ODD JOBS. Help for all your “odd-job” 
home needs. Renovations, repairs & 
all sorts of odd jobs such as painting, 
hand-rail installations, closet build-
outs… hanging pictures, small carpentry 
projects, doors & trim, grab bars, dry-wall 
repair and many other miscellaneous 
items. I’m a retired remodeling contrac-
tor / civil engineer available for free 
estimates, advice & quality work. Call 
or text David @ 703-732-1534 or e-mail: 
dacdac3027@gmail.com. A Fairlington 
resident with many local references.

Publication of advertisements in 
no way implies an endorsement by 
the FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at 

www.fca-fairlington.org.

IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters. 

Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience. 

  

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545 or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com         

www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com  
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HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, o�ces. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
a�ordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington.
Fairlington references available. 703-
820-1808. Visit our website at www.
michelesmaids.net

House Cleaning
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Thanks to our great customers, we have 
reached our 44th anniversary! We are 
family-owned and operated. For a free 
estimate call 703-820-8635 or text 
703-477-2317.

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references.
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, 
move in/out, windows and o�ces. Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned. Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol.com

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm 
on the 10th of the preceding month 
(October 10 for November issue).

• Checks payable to “Fairlington 
Citizens Association.”

• Pay via PayPal at fca.fairlington.
ads@gmail.com.

Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org

Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 
6182, Arlington, VA 22206-0182.

Drop Box Location: Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Sta�ord St.

Cost: 50 cents per word.

Include with ad copy: Name, address, 
phone #, email address, and ad category.

703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 
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