
Hear plans for I-395 sound walls at 
October 11 FCA meeting

Selected Fairlington residents will soon have the opportunity to vote on 
whether they would like sound walls as part of the I-395 express lanes proj-
ect. Representatives of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
and the project’s private contractors will outline the voting process and dis-
cuss the sound wall designs at FCA’s monthly meeting, Wednesday, October 
11, at 7 pm, at the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St.

An engineering assessment last year examined the potential noise impacts of 
the express lanes and concluded that sound walls were “feasible and reason-
able.” The study generally identified the units along the corridor that would 
likely be impacted by the possible increase in noise and benefited by the 
placement of a sound wall. 

At press time, the plans for the sound wall process, including the list of spe-
cific unit owners and residents that will be eligible to vote, were undergoing 
final revisions. 

According to AECOM, the private contractor that is coordinating this part 
of the express lanes project, the sound wall process from study to proposal 
to voting to construction occurs nearly concurrently, but the walls along the 
southbound side of I-395 will be finalized, voted on, and constructed first. 

Eligible owners and residents on the southbound side (selected residents 
in Fairlington Villages and Fairlington Court) should receive ballots in late 
September or early October. 

The approval process for sound 
walls on the northbound portion 
of the project should occur a 
few weeks after the southbound 
portion is finalized. Ballots will 
likely be sent to owners and 
residents on the northbound 
side (which includes some units 
in Fairlington Commons, Fair-
lington Mews, and Fairlington 
Green) in late October.

Initial ballots will be distributed 
by regular mail, and residents 
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Proposed sound walls for Fairlington would 
likely resemble this design. Photo courtesy 
AECOM. 
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting October 11
Special presentation: Representatives of the Virginia 
Department of Transportation, AECOM, and Transur-
ban will discuss the proposed sound walls for the I-395 
express lanes.

Regular board business: 
• �Approval of September minutes
• �Officer and committee reports
• Unfinished business
• New business

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,  
www.avatar-systems.com.

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
	 Officers	 Directors
	 Guy Land, President	 Hugh Baumgardner
	 Jonathan Ansley, Vice President	 Jennifer Davies
	 Ed Hilz, Treasurer	 Kent Duffy
	 Lindsay Willmann, Secretary	 Evan Harvey
		  Chris Weathers

Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org
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USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency)	 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency)	 703-558-2222
Animal Warden	 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages)	 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center	 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints	 703-228-7929
Miss Utility	 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline	 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library	 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline	 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints � Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
� 202-225-4376



ALL FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN •  O CTOBER 2017 3

Contributors this month: Lynne Blasi, 
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Carrie Lewis, Rebecca Sayres, Bill Sullivan, 
Chris Weathers, Lindsay Willmann.

Some images in this publication may be  
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

With the August 9 groundbreaking, featuring Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe, construction work on the I-395 express 
lanes project has gotten underway in earnest. The proj-

ect will have both short-term and long-term impacts on Fairlington.

Much of the construction will take place at night. This will minimize the 
impact on the HOV lanes during the morning and evening rush hours. The 
lanes will remain open for rush hour during construction. But that means 
that for the short term, Fairlington residents who live near the highway may 
hear construction noise during the evening. Construction is likely to take up 
to 18 months.

One of the more lasting Fairlington impacts could be the existence of sound 
walls along the highway. This would affect both the traffic noise experienced 
by nearby residents and the visual appearance of the community. 

Residents near the highway will vote on whether they want sound barriers. 
Neither FCA nor individual condo associations will have a say on the sound 
walls question. An engineering study last summer identified the individual 
units that would potentially benefit from sound walls, and they are the ones 
that will be entitled to vote on whether to have the sound barriers. 

FCA’s October meeting will feature a description of the voting process and a 
discussion of the proposed designs for the walls. 

It’s important to note that the final project does not contain a major change 
to the Shirlington Circle. Such a change was part of the express lanes pro-
posal several years ago, and it sparked considerable opposition from Fairling-
ton and Parkfairfax residents.

The project also does not call for any major land acquisition, other than 
modest acquisition that may be necessary for installing sound walls. The 
additional express lane will be created within the existing highway right-of-
way by narrowing the current HOV lanes and reducing the size of one of the 
HOV shoulders.

The lanes will be toll lanes at all times, so Fairlington residents wanting to 
dash into D.C. or the Pentagon will need to pay a fee, even if they aren’t 
traveling during rush hour. The system will use “congestion pricing,” where 
the toll is determined by traffic conditions.

One of the potential benefits will be significant improvements at the S. Eads 
St. intersection. This will facilitate HOV and bus traffic going to and from the 
Pentagon. 

With major construction now taking place, the long-discussed express lanes 
project is no longer just a concept. 

Guy Land, FCA President 
president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
Coffee with a Cop
Wednesday, October 4, 4 – 6 pm
Best Buns, Shirlington

Columbus Day: FCC Closed
Monday, October 9

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, October 11, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fall E-CARE event
Saturday, October 14, 8:30 am – 1 pm
Yorktown High School
5200 Yorktown Blvd.

Fairlington Fall Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, October 14, 10 am – 12:30 pm
Wakefield circle, Fairlington Commons

Fire Station Open House
Saturday, October 14, 10 am – 4 pm
3116 S. Abingdon St.

Fairlington Diners
Tuesday, October 24, 6:30 pm
Laporta’s Restaurant
1600 Duke St., Alexandria, VA

Book Group
Tuesday, October 24, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fairlington Diners
Monday, October 30, 6:30 pm
Ramparts Tavern & Grill
1700 Fern St., Alexandria, VA

Halloween
Tuesday, October 31, noon
Abingdon Elementary parade 
North Fairlington

Boo!

Fairlington residents always go all out to 
celebrate Halloween. Photo by Guy Land.
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ACE cleans up at FCA meeting
Last month’s FCA meeting featured guest speaker Ele-
nor Hodges, the Executive Director of Arlingtonians 
for a Clean Environment (ACE). ACE has been focused 
on environmental cleanup and sustainable communi-
ties for almost 40 years, and Hodges has led the orga-
nization since 2000. Fairlington and ACE are closely 
acquainted. The neighborhood has benefitted from a 
number of ACE-led beautification projects, including the 
tree canopy program and various streambed cleanups. 
Hodges’s office, as some of you may know, is located in 
our Fairlington Community Center.

The meeting, which coincided with Arlington Pub-
lic School Back-to-School night, had a relatively light 
turnout, but that did not diminish Hodges’s presenta-
tion or enthusiasm. ACE began as a county-initiated 
trash cleanup project—which is still a crucial task—but 
its mission has gradually encompassed other tasks. ACE 
“protects and improves water, air, and open spaces in 
the Arlington community and nearby areas,” according 
to its mission statement. It does so by educating citizens 
about natural resources and devising practical, sustain-
able community living solutions.

Hodges quizzed the crowd on an important question: 
Why does sustainability matter? Answers ranged from 
“clean air and clean water” to “natural preservation” 
to “healthy choices for my family.” The potential cost 
savings and local business support related to making sus-
tainable consumer choices also came up. When it comes 
to environmental stewardship, ACE leads or sponsors 
outdoor service projects, such as marking storm drains 
and removing invasive plants. 

But it soon became clear that ACE delivers local impact 
through a few key projects.

The ACE Energy Masters’ program selects and trains a 
small class of volunteers every year. This team learns 
residential energy efficiency techniques, helping low-
income consumers lower their energy bills. After train-
ing, the Energy Masters are asked to provide 30 hours of 
volunteer service a year. Hodges told interested residents 

that a new training class was starting on September 27.

ACE’s Tree Canopy Fund, as mentioned above, provides 
money to improve tree cover in Arlington County. The 
program allows private landowners to apply for grants to 
purchase and plant native trees. After some administra-
tive debate—and an increase in budget—ACE has again 
committed to the tree canopy program this year, with 
trees to be planted in Spring 2018. See the separate story 
on page 21.

ACE also engages with citizens beyond the Fairlington 
community on projects like building and deploying rain 
barrels, stormwater runoff mitigation, and even solar 
energy cooperatives. These may not all be applicable to 
Fairlington homeowners, due to various condo associa-
tion rules, but they do convey the full scope of ACE’s 
work in the county.

Another program that applies to Fairlington is the 
Virginia state energy rebate program. Hodges told the 
attendees that they might qualify for up to $575 back 
from the state if they add insulation, seal up ducts, or 
even just replace a water heater or HVAC system with a 
more efficient model. More information about this and 
all the programs above can be found on the ACE website 
at www.arlingtonenvironment.org.

The Q&A session at the end of the meeting raised several 
interesting points, most notably about the collection 
of e-Waste. E-Waste refers to electronic equipment and 
peripherals of all kinds (computers, printers, TVs, radios, 
and so on) that have reached the end of their useful 
lives. In many cases, these items should not be put out 

FCA Board member Evan Harvey welcomes ACE Executive 
Director Elenor Hodges to the October FCA meeting. Photo by 
Guy Land.

Selected ACE-supported activities
•	 Invasive plant removal and stream cleanup by 

volunteers
•	 Energy Masters training
•	 Tree Canopy Fund
•	 Arlington StormwaterWise program
•	 Home energy rebates

Continued on page 21
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Fairlington Dental I     Dr. Michael Rogers I     (703) 671  -1001  I       www.FairlingtonDental.com

Bring your Halloween candy into Fairlington Dental and  

receive $1 per pound (up to 5 pounds). The largest group
donation of candy receives a group pizza party!

Candy will be donated to Operation Gratitude & Mattie Miracle

Candy will be collected  November 3, 2017
7:30AM to 2:30PM

Open To Everyone – Bring A Friend!
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Abingdon Elementary project nears completion
The newly renovated 
and expanded Abingdon 
Elementary School drew 
rave reviews when students 
returned after Labor Day. 
All students are now back 
in the school building, after 
a number of classes spent 
last year in the portable 
classrooms (“relocatables”).

“The new school is looking 
amazing,” said Jen Davies, 
the former Abington PTA 
Co-President. “My son is in 
the third-story ‘penthouse’ 
with views of the Washing-
ton monument and even 
Nats stadium (or so he 
claims). The buzz has been 
pretty positive.”

The three-story tower was one of the major additions 
to the building, along with a new gym, cafeteria, and 
entrance to the building. Last school year, students had 
celebrated the new cafeteria, which opened in the spring.

Work will continue on the project this fall, as the con-
tractor completes some renovation work in the center of 
the building interior and tackles the remaining exterior 
components of the project.

The portable classrooms are expected to be removed 
in early October, clearing the way for the contractor to 
begin renovating the playing field and installing a new 
track. The contractor expects this work to be completed 
by the end of November, weather permitting. The track 

installation cannot occur 
during cold weather.

The installation of a raised 
crosswalk on Abingdon St. 
has been delayed, as Arling-
ton Public Schools (APS) 
and the county negotiate 
the details of water line 
improvements near that 
location. The crosswalk will 
then connect to the new, 
and widened, sidewalk to 
the school. That work is 
expected to be accomplished 
in late October.

The fall will also see the 
removal of the current tem-
porary parking lot along S. 
29th St. and its replacement 

with a long-term permeable surface parking lot. 

Some tree planting is expected this fall, subject to the 
sign-off by the county forester. 

Certain parking spaces in the lot next to the Fairlington 
Villages Community Center, 3005 S. Abingdon St., will 
continue to be reserved for school use only during the 
weekdays, pursuant to a multi-year agreement between 
APS and the condo association.

—Guy Land

FCA to compile list of  
board candidates

FCA is seeking interested residents to serve as officers 
and directors on the 2018 FCA board. Board members set 
the policies for the association and serve one-year terms.

Anyone interested in serving on the board may express 
that interest by emailing FCA Vice President Jonathan 
Ansley at vp@fca-fairlington.org. There are currently no 
vacancies on the board, but all of the nine positions are 
up for election.

The list of candidates will be published on the FCA 
website at least 10 days before the December 13 annual 
meeting.

For information about what serving on the board 
entails, contact any board member.

Abingdon reading specialist Mary Lou Rube brings her 
classroom materials to Abingdon a couple of days before 
the beginning of the school year. The renovation project 
created a new entrance to the school. Photo by Guy Land. 

The top floor corner classroom in the new three-story addition 
offers great views of the area. Photo by Jen Davies.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

& Associates
Keller Williams Metro Center

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite100 Arlington, VA 22201 
703-224-6000

Please go to www.khassociates.com/events for more information.
WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE!

fall festival
Join us for the 2nd annual Fairlington

AT THE FAIRLINGTON VILLAGES COMMUNITY 
CENTER AT 3005 S ABINGDON STREET

SATURDAY OCTOBER 21, 11 am - 2 pm

FUN 
FOR THE 
WHOLE 
FAMILY!

GAMES
AND

RAFFLES!

www.khassociates.com
703-CALL-KAY   

hello@khassociates.com

During the fall festival, we will also have food drive boxes 
set up to collect food donations. Please bring non-perishable 

items in support of AFAC and our Arlington neighbors in need! 
Learn more at www.afac.org.

YOU’RE INVITED!

FREE MINI 

PUMPKIN 

FOR KIDS OF 

ALL AGES! 

CIDER AND 
DELICIOUS 

FALL-THEMED 
TREATS!
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Fairlington Movie Night wraps up summer
On Friday evening, September 8, the Fairlington Citi-
zens Association hosted its first-ever, free outdoor movie 
night on the soccer field adjacent to the Fairlington 
Community Center (FCC). It was a beautiful night, filled 
with fencing, wrestling matches with giants, strategic 
games to the death, revenge, screaming eels, paralysis, 
chases, escapes, the perfect kiss, and of course, true love, 
as movie-goers enjoyed the feature, “The Princess Bride.”

Veterans of such outdoor events filed in early to stake 
a spot on the lawn. Several families and individuals 
of all ages set up chairs and blankets to picnic as they 
waited for daylight to wane. One industrious party even 
inflated an air mattress to ensure comfort for the entire 
evening. In a patch of open space, a small group also 
threw a frisbee to burn off a little energy in the fading 
light before settling in for the show. 

Amongst the sandwiches, pizza, and other take-out 
treats brought by residents, personal 
bags of pop-

corn were also distributed by Chris Weathers from TTR 
Sotheby’s International Realty.

FCA Board Secretary and lead organizer for the event, 
Lindsay Willmann, welcomed the jovial crowd and 
introduced “The Princess Bride” as the projector beamed 
onto the big screen, set up just below the plaza behind 
the FCC building. Fans of the film cheerfully chirped 
before, during, and after fondly remembered scenes, 
while those who were new to the feature took in their 
first experience in a unique setting under the stars. The 
exciting mix of adventure and humor kept the atten-
tion of the crowd of approximately 150 neighbors and 
friends.

Fairlington Movie Night was rousingly deemed a suc-
cess by those in attendance. There was a noticeable buzz 
about the potential for future movies on the lawn as the 
evening wrapped up. The FCA board will certainly take 
this into consideration as it plans for 2018. In the words 
of Wesley from “The Princess Bride” ... “As you wish,” 
Fairlington!

—Chris Weathers

Special thanks to FCA Board member Chris Weathers and The Reef 
Team at TTR Sotheby’s International Realty—Arlington for the pop-
corn. Kudos to FCA Secretary Lindsay Willmann for coordinating 
the event, with assistance from FCA Board members.

Photos by Sheri Weathers.
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FALL BACK TO FITNESS!

Your Premier Fitness & Lifestyle Club

What would losing 10 pounds or being 
in your BEST shape EVER mean to you?

Redeem this coupon today for a DISCOUNTED FALL RATE and to pick up 
a FREE $20 Copperwood Tavern gift card.

Shirlington Village
2900 S. Quincy Street, Arlington, VA

703-824-0600  • www.theenergyclub.com 

*See club for more details. Must be 
18 years or older, local residents and 
first-time guest. ID REQUIRED. Some 
restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/17.

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

Enjoy your First Month FREE!* 
UNLIMITED GROUP EXERCISE CLASSES (YOGA, PILATES, ZUMBA, BODYPUMP, HIT, SPIN, TABATA) 

FREE 60-MINUTE PERSONAL TRAINING SESSION WITH NUTRITIONAL COUNSELING

DISCOUNTED 6-WEEK JUMP START PERSONAL TRAINING PROGRAM
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Pumpkins, cider, and more at Fairlington Farmers Market
Fall is here and the Fairlington Farmers Market 
is ready! Stop by on Sundays from 9 am to 1 
pm and check out the wide variety of sea-
sonal vegetables and fruit available at our 
neighborhood market. The market is open 
through November 19.

What better way to welcome fall than with 
apple cider, pumpkins, and gourds? Kuhn 
Orchards, a vendor at the market since it started, 
has it covered! Located in Adams County, Pennsylva-
nia’s scenic Fruitbelt region, the orchard is family-owned 
and operated by Sidney Kuhn. 

The Kuhn Orchards 
family history of 
farming in the 
Cashtown area dates 
back to the 1840s. In 
2012, Sidney pur-
chased the business 
from her parents and 
became the fifth gen-
eration of her family 
to own and operate 
the same farm and 
land. Her parents 
are also involved in 
operating the farm. 

Because they live, 

work, and eat in the orchard every day, the 
Kuhns think carefully about ways to protect 

their fruit from pests, while also protecting 
their health and that of their customers. 
They practice Integrated Pest Management, 
a holistic and environmentally sensitive 
approach to pest and disease control that 

focuses on long-term prevention by manag-
ing the ecosystem and limiting pesticide use. 

They don’t grow any genetically modified organ-
ism (GMO) crops.

The Kuhn family enjoys the opportunity to sell high-
quality fresh-picked 
produce directly 
at farmers markets 
in the Northern 
Virginia and Wash-
ington, D.C., area. 
On just over 100 
acres of their 340-
acre property, they 
grow more than 20 
acres of apples, over 
50 acres of peaches 
and nectarines, 
and small amounts 
of cherries, pears, 
grapes, berries, rhu-

Continued on page 12Kuhn Orchards pumpkins. Photos by Guy Land.

Thanks to our  
vendors for supporting AFAC 

The Fairlington Farmers Market sends a big thank-you 
to our vendors, who have generously donated 3,230 
pounds of food to the Arlington Food Assistance Cen-
ter (AFAC) since May of this year. Since the start of the 
market in 2015, the total amount donated is 11,309 
pounds. 

AFAC’s Plot Against Hunger project collects fresh pro-
duce from many sources, including farmers markets, 
to help families who come to them for supplemental 
groceries each week. AFAC distributes groceries to 
nearly 2,200 families every week. Over 35 percent of 
the people they serve are children and 30 percent are 
older residents, making the donations from our ven-
dors especially important.

Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) volunteer Rick 
Morris picks up donated produce from market vendor Pleitez 
Produce.
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barb, plums, asparagus, heirloom tomatoes, and other 
vegetables, flowers, and herbs. In addition, neighbors 
process their fruit into products like cider, jams, canned 
peaches, applesauce, apple butter, and dried apples—
visit the market to see the full selection. 

Visit Kuhn’s website at www.kuhnorchards.com for reci-
pes and helpful tips for selecting, preparing, and storing 
fruit and vegetables.

—Lynne Blasi

 

 

 

 

  

Furniture for Small Spaces & Tight Places 

Fits easily through the narrowest  

Fairlington doors & stairways. 

 

Hand-crafted one piece at a time  

in our High Point, North Carolina factory 

using solid oak frames & super-premium  
          Solid Oak frame construction  

          Choice of 200+ fabrics & leathers. 

 
Simplicity Sofas 

414 Grayson St. High Point, NC 27260 
800.813.2889      336.882.2490 

www.simplicitysofas.com 
 

Kuhn Orchards peaches were popular this summer. Photos by 
Guy Land.

Community tables available 
Do you work or volunteer for a non-profit or are you 
part of a community group? We have community 
tables available at the market for sharing informa-
tion. To learn more, stop by the market table or 
email info@fairlingtonfarmersmarket.org. 

Farmers Market, continued from page 11

The market has enjoyed good crowds this year.
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Fun fall events
Coffee with a Cop, October 4
Captain Adrienne Quigley, Third District Commander, 
Arlington County Police Department, invites Fairlington 
residents to the 3rd annual Coffee with a Cop event on 
Wednesday, October 4, from 4 to 6 pm at Best Buns in 
Shirlington. This is an opportunity to ask questions and 
get to know the officers in our district. 

Fire station open house set for 
October 14
The Arlington County Fire Department hosts its annual 
Fire Station Open House on Saturday, October 14, from 
10 am to 4 pm. According to Captain Craig Brightbill, 
this year’s theme is “Every second counts.”

The popular event is a great opportunity for residents to 
meet the crew at Station 7 (3116 S. Abingdon St.).

The open house offers a chance for youngsters to climb 
aboard Engine 107 and try on real firefighting turnout 
gear. There will be activities for kids, demos, and great 
picture-taking opportunities.

Young and not-so-young alike can learn more about fire 
safety from those trained to protect us and to pass the 
lessons on to junior firefighters. The open house is part 
of a county-wide event held in conjunction with Fire 
Prevention Week. 

Second annual Fall Arts and  
Crafts Fair, October 14
Fairlington Commons will be hosting its 2nd Annual 
Fall Arts and Crafts Fair featuring local Fairlington crafts-

men. The fair will be on October 14, from 10 am to 
12:30 pm in the S. Wakefield St. circle basketball court. 
There will be artisans, bakers, activities for children, 
food trucks, and more. 

You must be a Fairlington resident to be a vendor. There 
is a $10 fee per table, which will be donated to charity. 
To participate as a vendor, please email Robin Mott at 
rmfaircommons@gmail.com. 

Fall E-CARE event Saturday,  
October 14 
Arlington County’s E-CARE event will be held Saturday, 
October 14 from 8:30 am to 1 pm at a new location, 
Yorktown High School (5200 Yorktown Blvd.). Residents 
can safely dispose of hazardous household materials 
(HHM) and recycle bikes, small metal items, shoes, 
clothing and much more! 

HHM are products found in the home that are flam-
mable, corrosive, poisonous, or potentially hazardous. 
They include items such as automotive fluid, car care 
products, fluorescent light bulbs, corrosives, household 
cleaners, and propane gas cylinders.

Before you come to the event, talk to your neighbors. 
Combine your items and save a trip to the collection 
site. Place all materials in the original container or label 
materials clearly, overpack any leaking containers, and 
bring your ID to verify that you are an Arlington resi-
dent or employee.

For a full list of acceptable items, go to  
www.arlingtonva.us and search “E-CARE.”

A future fireman participates in last year’s fire station open 
house. Photo by Guy Land.

Young Fairlingtonians check out some woodworking products 
at last year’s Commons Fair. Photo by Guy Land. 
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
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County tests improvements  
at Walter Reed and  

Arlington Mill intersection

In late summer, Arlington County implemented the 
new lane realignment at Arlington Mill Dr. and S. Walter 
Reed Dr. to field test the signal timing plans for the 
intersection improvements. The key change realigned 
westbound Arlington Mill to one left-turn lane and one 
right-turn lane in order to improve crossing for bicyclists 
and pedestrians.

The project is designed to improve the transporta-
tion flow on this short, but critical segment of S. Wal-
ter Reed and encourage more bicycle and pedestrian 
trips, improve access to Shirlington, and better support 
motorists and county service vehicles that rely on this 
connection.

According to Valerie Mosley, Capital Project Manager 
with the county’s Division of Transportation, in Septem-
ber, county staff were monitoring and tweaking the tim-
ing plans in light of school-related traffic through the 
intersection. This is a major route for school buses that 
are housed at the county Trades Center.

Once the pilot period testing the realignment and signal 
timing has ended, the county will proceed to other 
major enhancements to the intersection and the slip 
lane. These include:

•	 Creating a larger island with plantings and ADA-
compliant curb ramps 

•	 Installing a raised crosswalk between Four Mile Run 
Trail and the island 

•	 Realigning Four Mile Run Trail’s approach of cross-
ing to improve visibility 

•	 Installing appropriate signal/signage technologies to 
better support crosswalk users 

•	 Creating ADA compliant bus stops

These improvements are expected to occur in 2018.

—Guy Land

Reminder:  
County taxes due October 5

The second installment of Arlington County real estate 
property tax and personal property tax are due to the 
county treasurer on Thursday, October 5. For complete 
information, go online to the county website, www.
arlingtonva.us, and search “taxes.”

Traffic moves through the new lane alignment at the 
intersection of Arlington Mill and S. Walter Reed. Photo by 
Guy Land. will have 21 days to return the ballot. The ballot will 

include an overview of the voting process, information 
on the location of the proposed sound walls, and aes-
thetic and design information. 

If 50 percent or more of initial ballots are returned, the 
majority outcome of the vote will decide whether a 
sound walls will be built or not. If less than 50 percent 
of initial ballots are returned, a second round of ballots 
will be distributed by certified mail to recipients who did 
not respond to the initial ballot, and residents will have 
14 days to return the ballot. The majority outcome after 
the second ballot will be decisive.

It is important to note that only those units that have 
been identified by the engineering and design studies 
will be eligible to vote. Neither FCA nor the individual 
condo associations will be entitled to vote. 

Construction on the express lanes began earlier this 
summer. According to Susan Shaw, VDOT’s North-
ern Virginia Megaprojects Director, much of the work 
currently underway in the corridor is to repair exist-
ing pavement joints and to prepare the pavement (for 
example, improving shoulder pavement) so that traffic 
can be temporarily shifted to one side of the HOV lanes 
and new concrete barriers can be constructed. This will 
facilitate the construction of the additional express lane.

Additional information on the express lanes project can 
be found at www.395expresslanes.com.

—Guy Land

I-395 sound walls, continued from page 1
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Mitch Curtis 
202.557.1893-C 
703.224.6115-D 

 

SOLD
mitch Curtis Realtor



Satisfied customers say:
When it comes to heating and air conditioning, 
there’s only one name anyone should even 
think about—that’s Frosty’s.

— Rick Micker, Former Fairlington Condo VP

I am writing to tell you about how satisfied 
I am by the work your employees did. Your 
employees were so careful with my new paint 
and newly refinished floors. I was very pleased 
by the care taken to clean my air ducts. I would 
recommend your company to others.

— Denice McCullough, 
Fairlington Resident

	
 

	
Our air conditioning and heating company will 
service, repair or replace your heat pump, 
air conditioner, furnace, or water heater at the 
best prices around! 

Ask about our guaranteed lowest pricing.

Why you should call now:
	 Certified, licensed & bonded
	 Satisfaction guaranteed
	 Emergency service—365 days a year
	 Prices will beat the competition
	 Free estimates for replacements and installations 
	 Economical maintenance agreements
	 Exceptional familiarity & experience with Fairlington equipment
	 Frosty’s is owned & operated by Fairlington resident since 1991
	 Thousands of satisfied customers—see our testimonials!

I couldn’t be happier with my decision 
to go with Frosty’s. The price was right 
and the quality of the materials and 
craftsmanship was outstanding.

— Edward Getterman, 
Fairlington Resident

Only one coupon per customer please. Coupons may not be combined. 

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

 *
Frosty’s will match any 
competitor’s service or 

maintenance coupon!
* Must be pre-approved at time of scheduling.

Voted one 
of the best 
heating & air 
conditioning 
providers by 
the readers 
of Arlington 
Magazine.

	Attention Fairlington!
FALL Check-Up 

	 Time Is Here!

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

TUNE-UP
NOW JUST

FALL
$99.95



*See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where 
prohibited. The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. Minimum monthly 
payments are required during the promotional (special terms) period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the prommotional 
period. Paying only the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing 
cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 11/01/2016 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/17.

FROSTY’S HEATING & COOLING INC.
703-671-9193    •    WWW.FROSTYSINC.COM

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment 
only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

**The Home Projects® Visa® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank, an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying 
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advances, the cash advance fee is 5.0% of the amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. This information is accurate as of 01/06/2016 and 
is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2016.

CALL NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS GREAT FINANCING OFFER
FROM THE BEST OF THE BEST IN THE INDUSTRY.*

RELIABILITY AND SERVICE
THAT WILL STOP AT NOTHING.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 15 MONTHS

Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date  
if  the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional period.**

Bring it on. As Trane Comfort Specialists™ we are equipped to 

meet any challenge because we’re committed to being the best 

in class in installation and customer service. Wherever you live, 

whatever size or style home 

you live in, an unstoppable 

Trane Comfort Specialist™ 

will deliver the home comfort 

solution you need.

 

703-671-9193 
www.Frostysinc.com 
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*

Bring it on. As Trane Comfort Specialists™ we are equipped to 

meet any challenge because we’re committed to being the best in 

class in installation and customer service. Combine that with no

interest if paid in full within 

15 months* on qualifying 

purchases and you have an 

offer that’s too good to let pass.



ALL FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN •  O CTOBER 2017 17

Do you walk Shirlington? 
The WalkArlington two-part 
series continues this month 
with the Shirlington Walk-
about. The route is slightly 
longer than the Fairlington 
Walkabout featured last 
month, spanning just under 
two miles. 

The Walkabout begins at 
the corner of Arlington 
Mill Dr. and S. Randolph 
St. From there, walkers will 
pass through the Shirlington 
Village making their way 
onto Quincy St. and past the 
Shirlington Transit Station. 

Continuing to the steepest 
passage of the route, the 
Walkabout heads up the S. 
31st St. hill heading into 
North Fairlington. This is the most difficult stretch of 
the Walkabout; however, it is manageable for those in 
moderate-to-good fitness. Towards the top of the hill, 
walkers will pass by Fort Reynolds Park, the site of a 
historical Civil War fort dating back to 1861. 

Once reaching the top of the S. 31st St. hill, walkers 
make a left at S. Abingdon St., continuing past the 
Fairlington Fire Station before turning around back on  

S. Abingdon St. 

After passing Abingdon 
Elementary, the Walkabout 
makes a slight right turn 
down S. 28th Rd. In contrast 
to the S. 31st St. passage, 
this stretch features a steep 
downhill. At the bottom, 
walkers will make a left on 
S. Wakefield St. past the 
7-11, then a right onto S. 
Walter Reed Dr. for approxi-
mately one-tenth of a mile 
prior to turning right onto 
Arlington Mill Dr.

The Walkabout continues 
past the Animal Welfare 
League before arriving back 
at the starting point. 

Once finished, reward yourself with a cup of coffee, 
smoothie, or refreshment at one of the various estab-
lishments in the Shirlington Village! If you enjoyed 
the Fairlington and Shirlington Walkabouts, visit www.
walkarlington.com for more information on one of the 
other 25 self-guided walking tours in Arlington. 

—Rebecca Sayres

Next Door: A modern way of connecting communities
Next Door, a one-stop-shop style website for neigh-
borhoods, provides a new way of connecting with 
neighbors both in Fairlington and the surrounding 
communities. The site, a self-described “private social 
network” for neighbors and communities, offers a 
Facebook meets Angie’s List meets Meetup format to 
post notices, needs, questions, services, or alerts on a 
neighborhood page. 

Arlington County offices, neighborhood organizations, 
and individuals use it as a platform to communicate 
with residents, who may then post their thanks or 
replies. It offers a quick and easy way of meeting neigh-
borhood necessities.

Perhaps one of the best features is the urgent alert sys-
tem, which sends out messages if a dog is missing or a 
break-in has occurred. This creates the opportunity for 
a quick response by community members, and allows 

local authorities to easily communicate information 
when emergencies arise. 

Involvement can be personalized to meet a member’s 
wants and needs. You can subscribe to “Daily Digests” 
with regular updates or important alerts, or set your 
account to receive no emails whatsoever. Once you 
sign up, you can create a detailed profile, or simply 
provide a name and street (house numbers are not 
required). 

Next Door protects your privacy through verification 
requirements (members must use real names and verify 
their address), encryption, and a guarantee not to sell 
information to advertisers. For the really ambitious, an 
app is also available and can also be tailored to an indi-
vidual’s membership needs.

Continued on page 18

Map courtesy of WalkArlington. 
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Enjo
y
$100 Off

Your fall landscape
installation

Apppicabbe towards new  andscape instaaaations vaaued at $1,000+. Cannot be apppied towards 
previoussy signed contracts. surrender card at time of proposaa to redeem. Exp 12/15/17

Enjo
y
$50 Off

Your fall landscape
garden bed clean up

Apppicabbe towards a  andscape ccean up vaaued at $500+. Cannot be apppied towards 
previoussy signed contracts. surrender card at time of proposaa to redeem. Exp 12/15/17

Enjo
y

$50 Value

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Use Reference#: Greenstreet39117 
Offer Expires. 12/15/17

LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND 
INSTALLATION SERVICES:

Yard and Bed Clean Up - Monthly Maintenance  
Landscape Enhancements - Garden Installation  

Hardscape Installation - Landscape Designs 

 CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT  

410.867.9500 x304 
GreenstreetGardens.com/Landscaping
391 West Bay Front, Lothian MD 20711

SUCCESS GROWS HERE!

On the Fairlington/Shirlington page, you will find 
everything from tutoring services to bakery recommen-
dations. Information on group outings, local issues, and 
rentals are among the notices shared by those hoping to 
connect with others in the area. 

If you are looking for a way to track local events and 
opportunities beyond the usual social media outlets, 
Next Door is a great resource for keeping track of what’s 
going on in and around the com-munity. Interested in 
learning more? Visit www.nextdoor.com. 

—Lindsay Willmann

Next Door, continued from page 17 The FCA Board at work

From left, Lindsay Willmann, Kent Duffy, Hugh 
Baumgardner, Evan Harvey, Chris Weathers, and Jonathan 
Ansley. Photo by Guy Land.
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Nearby and Noteworthy
This new occasional column will explore areas of interest in close proximity to Fairlington. 

Fort Ward Park
Fairlingtonians love history, as evidenced by the popu-
larity of neighborhood history walks offered by the FCA 
and the Fairlington Historical Society. The 45-acre park, 
operated by the City of Alexandria Department of Rec-
reation, Parks and Cultural Activities, is one of the area’s 
hidden historic treasures. It consists of the historic site, 
museum, and recreational area. 

According to its website, Fort Ward is “the best preserved 
of the system of Union forts and batteries built to pro-
tect Washington, D.C., during the American Civil War 
(1861-1865).” Built in in 1861 as part of the Defenses of 
Washington, a system of 164 earthwork forts and batter-
ies, the fort was named after Commander James Harmon 
Ward, the first U.S. Naval Officer killed in the Civil War. 

The historic fort site features a ceremonial entrance gate; 
a restored bastion complete with cannon, powder maga-
zine, and ammunition filling room; a reconstructed 
wooden officers’ hut; underground bombproofs built to 
shelter 500 men each in case of attack; and much more.

The museum features objects from the Civil War period, 
including military equipment, weapons, flags, musical 
instruments, medical equipment, uniforms and acces-
sories, cooking and mess equipment, artwork, docu-
ments, photographs, and artifacts excavated on site. 
The library includes over 2,000 books, periodicals, and 
archival materials and is open to the public for research 
by appointment.

The grounds, which are often used for Civil War and 
Revolutionary War reenactments, contain an amphi-
theater, dog exercise area, park shelter, playground, and 
reservable picnic areas. 

Fort Ward is located on W. Braddock Rd. between King 
St. and N. Van Dorn St. in Alexandria. Self-guided tours 
may be taken any time the museum and historic site are 
open. Guided tours for students and groups are available 
with advance reservations. Admission is free, but dona-
tions are welcome. For more information, visit www.
alexandriava.gov and search “Fort Ward.”

—Christine Chirichella

A Civil War era brass band performs at Fort Ward Park back 
in the summer. Photos by Guy Land.

Reenactors man a cannon at Fort Ward Park.

Going to the dogs

Pets of every description descended on Shirlington in late 
summer for the annual Wags & Whiskers celebration, 
which featured more than 50 vendors. Photo by Guy 
Land.  
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®
Equal Housing Opportunity.

PLUS:
Ask me how
to save up to

$10,000
in closing

costs!

Logan M. Goolrick
REALTOR®
300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
Office 703-836-1464
Fax 703-836-5864
Mobile 571-354-0678
logan.goolrick@penfedrealty.com

A home is more than just a decision. That’s why you need an
agent who is more than just a salesperson.

Whether you are buying your first home or selling your tenth,
my experience and resources will help you get results. This
means in addition to guiding you through the transaction, I can
also offer concierge services, including renovation estimates,
mortgage services and more!

 

 

 

 
 
If you’re looking for a quality, caring animal hospital for your 
furry family member, come and meet the dedicated team at 
Fairfax Animal Hospital. Call us today at 703-820-2557  to 
schedule an appointment!  

5818 D- Seminary Rd, Falls Church, VA 22041  

Phone:​ 703-820-2557 

Learn more at:​ www.fairfaxanimalhospital.com 

 

Arlington County Board                      

for a better 
Arlington 

www.AudreyClement.com 

Clement  

Vote 

Paid for by Committee to Elect Audrey Clement 2017 

Independent 
November 7, 2017 
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Grants to plant or maintain trees 
on private property in Arlington

Through Arlington County’s Tree Canopy Fund, resi-
dents and condo associations can receive grants to plant 
trees on private property. The Tree Canopy Fund is 
administered by Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment 
(ACE) and the Arlington County Urban Forestry Com-
mission (UFC). 

The grant covers planting large native trees, such as 
American beech, bald cypress, sweetgum, and red oak. 
Trees generally have a caliper of two inches and are 
about seven feet high. A list of trees is available online at 
www.arlingtonenvironment.org. Property owners must 
agree to maintain the trees. 

In past years, several Fairlington condo associations have 
taken advantage of this program. Over the past decade 
Fairlington Villages has received trees valued at several 
thousand dollars through the Tree Canopy program.

Applications are due by November 8. The application is 
online, and additional information is available at www.
arlingtonenvironment.org/community-action/trees.

Composting  
Master Gardener session

Join the Virginia Cooperative Extension for a free session, 
“Composting, And What To Do With All That Leaf And 
Yard Waste,” on Saturday, October 14, from 10:30 am 
to noon, at the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. 
Stafford St. Learn how to turn yard clippings, kitchen 
waste, and excess paper into black gold for your garden. 

Get advice on how to start composting at home, what to 
put in a compost pile, how to easily maintain it so the 
materials break down properly, and how to apply it in 
your own garden and lawn. Register in advance at www.
mgnv.org. For more information, call 703-228-6414 or 
email mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Plan now to  
vote in next month’s elections

On November 7, Virginia voters will elect the Governor, 
Lt. Governor, and Attorney General, along with mem-
bers of the House of Delegates. Arlington voters will 
elect one person to the county board and the school 
board, while Alexandria residents will select the sheriff 
and the commonwealth’s attorney.

In-person absentee voting began September 22 and 
runs through November 4. The deadline to submit an 
application to have an absentee ballot mailed to you is 
Tuesday, October 31, at 5 pm.

The voter registration deadline for the November 7 Gen-
eral Election is October 16.

Fall market visitor

Arlington County Board Vice Chair Katie Cristol chatted 
with Fairlington Farmers Market volunteer Lynne Blasi 
during a visit to the market. Photo by Guy Land.  

with the daily trash, or even left for the less-frequent 
bulk collection. ACE and FCA committed to work 
together and with the condo associations on community 
education and, if necessary, intervention ideas.

—Evan Harvey

ACE, continued from page 5

Elenor Hodges visits with North Fairlington resident Carol 
McCaffrey prior to the FCA meeting. Photo by Guy Land.
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For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

    80% of my business 
comes from referrals or 

repeat clients   

Thinking of selling?  
Give me a call today! 

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20yrs! 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com
Top Producer

“I highly recommend Lynn Robinson-Gant , my realtor for the sale of my 
Fairlington home.  It was especially stressful to be moving out of state after 30 
years in the same house.  Lynn not only gave me excellent advice on large and 
small home improvements to help the house sell quickly, but also made all the 
arrangements for the contractors, who did a wonderful job at a very reasonable 
cost.  She supervised all the work herself and I had no hesitation leaving 
everything in her hands as I traveled to my new home in Colorado.  Largely due 
to Lynn’s expertise and long experience with Fairlington, my house was under 
contract during its first open house.   An experience I had dreaded, instead 
went very smoothly, including the long distance settlement procedures.  Lynn 
was always available to answer any questions, always helpful and calm 
throughout the process.  I couldn’t have been happier with my experience.”  


    - Carole Bogart, seller End Clarendon 4527 S. 34th St.

List with Lynn… 
and take the stress out of selling!  

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners generally gather a couple of times 
a month for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having 
a good meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. 
In September, we had a fun visit to Beckett’s as a change 
in our hamburger night and also went to National 
Harbor. 

Here’s what’s planned for October:

Tuesday, October 24, 6:30 pm, Laporta’s Restaurant, 
1600 Duke St., Alexandria, VA 22314, 703-683-6313, 
www.laportas.net. Based on the interest among several 
of our members in dining Italian, we’ll return to this 
charming local restaurant after several years. There is 
free parking (to the right of the front door), and a wide 
variety of menu choices. 

Monday, October 30, 6:30 pm, 1/2 price burger night at 
Ramparts Tavern & Grill, 1700 Fern St., Alexandria, VA 
22302, 703-998-6616, www.rampartstavern.com. This is 
a local favorite that we visit often—usually with a large 
turnout. There is a special burger menu on Mondays, 
and the rest of the menu is also available.

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, 
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her—include 
your name and how to contact you the day of the event, 
in case plans change. If you want to receive a copy of 
these notices early in the previous month, send your 
email address to carol_dabbs at yahoo.com. 

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group in October to discuss 
My Name is Lucy Barton, a novel by Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author Elizabeth Strout.

“Sensitive, deceptively simple…It is Lucy’s gentle hon-
esty, complex relationship with her husband, and 
nuanced response to her mother’s shortcomings that 
make this novel so subtly powerful.…[It’s] more com-
plex than it first appears, and all the more emotionally 
persuasive for it.”—San Francisco Chronicle

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins. No commitment required! We are meeting on Tues-

day, October 24, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington Commu-
nity Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. We hope you’ll join us.

Card Players Welcome
Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of 
Canasta. Some card playing experience is helpful, but we 
are happy to teach you the rules of Canasta. The group 
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near Fair-
lington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids, or an 
afternoon to yourself, join the Fairlington Babysitting 
Co-op. For more than 30 years, Fairlington families have 
been exchanging free babysitting services using a card 
system. It’s perfect for parents who would like to know 
dependable adults to watch their children and meet 
other families in the community. Email the coordinator, 
at fairlington.babysitting@gmail.com to request more 
information and an application.

Fairlington MOMS Club®

The Fairlington MOMS Club® is a group for moms of 
young kids to find friends, get support, and have play 
opportunities for the kids. The Club participates in a 
number of annual service projects to help our com-
munity, four big annual parties, routine playdates and 
crafts, and moms’ night outs. We have a great listserv 
for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairlington 
families. We welcome all moms! Please email fairlington-
momsclub@gmail.com for information on joining and 
visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com. $30 in 
annual dues goes to support the club’s work and service 
projects. The Fairlington MOMS Club is the local chapter 
of MOMS Club International.

Abingdon Halloween parade
North Fairlington’s streets will be filled with wizards, 
princesses, superheroes, and goblins when the annual 
Abingdon Elementary School Halloween parade marches 
through the neighborhood. Led by the Wakefield High 
School Band, the parade steps off at noon on October 31. 
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Your protection
is personal. 
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business. 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  © 2016 Nationwide NPO-0194M1.2 (01/16)

      Michael L. Travis      
TRAVIS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.       
(703) 931-6677       
travism@nationwide.com               

RITA TASSA, REALTOR 


Cell: 703-629-8624   Email: brtassa@gmail.com 

Knowledge Is Power 

To learn more about simple things you can do to  

improve the value of your home, and make sure it stands  

out in this busy market give me a call.  

“ Rita Tassa is an excellent 

Realtor and she surpassed 

our expectations. She knew 

the Fairlington market &  

community extremely well. 

We highly recommend her 

anyone looking to buy or 

sell their home.”  

- Ana Macnamara   

 

“ I was a first time seller in  

Fairlington and wanted to 

work with someone who not 

only was savvy with market 

trends, but who was also 

highly knowledgeable about 

our community. Rita was the 

perfect choice! I enjoyed 

working with her & highly  

recommend her for your  

buying & selling needs”  

-Christina Mills 

Testimonials From Recent  

Seller’s in Fairlington:  

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

      Appliance                                   

 
1-year full warranty on all work! 

 
 

or Call Now (703)982-1100 
 

Yelp, Angie’s List, Google 

Repair99.com 
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abingdonschool news
Volunteer opportunities at Abingdon

The school year is off to a great start 
in the newly renovated building, 
and as the year progresses, there will 
be many opportunities for Fairling-
ton residents to volunteer time or 
resources at this wonderful neighbor-
hood school. Individuals interested 
in participating in these activities 
can contact Fairlington resident and 
Abingdon volunteer coordinator 
Deb Staren-Doby at deborah.staren-
doby@apsva.us. All volunteers will be 
required to complete an application.

Are you a bookworm? Abingdon 
reading specialists and first-grade 
teachers are working on a tutor-
ing program for young, struggling 
readers. Volunteers will read with 
students to help build skills and 
encourage a love of books. 

Artistic or creative? The beautiful 
new Abingdon library is expected to 
open by early October. Volunteers 
will work once a week on bulletin 
boards, displays, and other special 
projects. 

Technically savvy? Join the 
Abingdon Tech Crew and work with 
the Abingdon technology coordi-
nator to prepare and maintain the 
school’s iPads and other technology. 

Have a green thumb? The Abing-
don garden will return this year, 
and will likely be ready by the end 
of November. All produce will be 
donated to the Arlington Food 
Assistance Center. Volunteers will 
be needed to water and weed during 
the summer. In conjunction with 
the garden, Abingdon will be imple-
menting a composting project, and 
will need volunteers to help stu-
dents sort their trash, recycling, and 
food waste during lunch periods. 

Bilingual? Abingdon needs Span-
ish-speaking volunteers to help 
translate and do other special proj-
ects for teachers. 

Are numbers your thing? 
Abingdon’s Math Specialist needs 
volunteers to make math games 
for students. This is a great job for 
someone who wants to do most of 
their volunteering from home.

Have expertise in any area? 
Abingdon welcomes all volunteers 
who want to share their areas of 
expertise with students. In several 
classrooms, students participate 
in “Genius Hour,” where students 

research and learn about topics 
they choose based on their own 
interests: www.geniushour.com/
what-is-genius-hour/. Abingdon 
is creating an “expert bank” made 
up of community members will-
ing to be interviewed by students. 
Teachers will match appropriate 
experts with students’ areas of inter-
est. Community experts willing to 
be included in this bank should 
fill out the form at goo.gl/forms/
NXuUkXMUDRUXwtz92. 

Looking to clear out your clos-
ets? Abingdon students participate 
in “Makerspace,” a special place 
where students can go to think, 
wonder, and collaborate to design 
and invent new ideas. Students are 
encouraged to use the Engineering 
Design Process to solve problems and 
to explore content from all subject 
areas by designing and creating dif-
ferent products made from dona-
tions of clean recyclables. 

The staff would love to collect clean 
cardboard and plastic recyclables 
(anything the size of a shoebox or 
smaller for now). No glass, please. 
Helpful items might be jewelry 
boxes, egg cartons, cardboard tubes, 
small plastic containers, or unused 
crafting items such as ribbon or 
scrapbooking decorations. Gently 
used Legos are greatly appreciated 
as well. Finally, purchases from the 
Abingdon Amazon Wish List are 
welcome. (An Educator Can Dream: 
a.co/9xLiThi). 

To read more, visit the Abingdon 
Makerspace webpage at abingdon.
apsva.us/curriculum/makerspace/. 

—Carrie Lewis

Abingdon alumnae helped with face 
painting during the Back to School 
Picnic. Photos by Carrie Lewis.

At the picnic, Abingdon Principal, 
Joanne Uyeda, welcomed families to 
the new school year. 
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Jennifir Birtwhistle
A Different Approach
Licensed in VA and DC
703.835.1256
jennifirbirtwhistle@gmail.com
www.JennifirSellsHomes.com

R E A L T O R S®

Proud Sponsor of Fairlington Farmers’ Market & 5K

A Different Approach... Working for YOU!

DON’T LET THE CURRENT MARKET 
SPOOK YOU!

• U.S. inventory   
   tumbled 8.9% over 
   the past year

• 20% less inventory 
   than there was 
   5 years ago

Join me at my SPOOKTACULAR table at the Fairlington Farmers 

market on 10/22 for fun giveaways and prize drawing. 

Contact me today for help selling your home! 
703.835.1256

Demand for your home is very strong right now. 
If you’re thinking of selling, now may be the perfect time!

Source: Keeping Current Matters
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Down to earth
patio gardening
Although October is a dormant time 
for most specimens, it’s an ideal time 
to plant. Without day-long blazing 
sunlight and humidity, the soil stays 
moist and malleable, which is ideal 
for plant roots. The same concept 
applies to sod. 

And this month can be showtime for 
many plants, despite the absence of 
flowers. You already may have plants 
that “show” in autumn, but if not, 
use this list below to plan for next 
October.

Red Twig Dogwood: This is a 
shrub as opposed to the Cornus 
genus of trees. It stands three feet 
tall and almost six feet wide. Its 
branches are pendulous and filled 
with white flowers and broad leaves 
in summer. But when these leaves 
drop, all that’s left is a dense, scarlet 
display of branches. There is one 
in the bed on the southwest corner 
of S. Abingdon St. and S. 31st St. in 
North Fairlington. The network of 
red branches stands out in the snow.

Oak Leaf Hydrangea: This has 
ivory, cone-shaped flowers in sum-
mer, but when the temperature is 
colder, the petal tips become light 
pink. The blossoms stand erect at 
the ends of the branches and are 
flanked by leaves that resemble an 
Oak tree. Some leaves can be 12 
inches long and five inches wide. 

Redbud Tree: This tree is so named 
for its neon-pink, bead-like flowers 
in late March. The leaf of the tree 
is heart-shaped and come autumn, 
black seed pods (four inches long) 
hang from the branches. These seed 

pods are miniature compared to the 
much longer black pod of the Black 
Locust tree.

Japanese Dogwood: This bears 
dense foliage, and in fall, you will 
notice quarter-sized, soft-pink, ball-
like drupes with a pebble-finish, 
which hang on three-inch-long 
stems off branches. They are so 
plentiful, they usually cover the 
ground beneath the canopy. There is 
one near a bench at the corner of S. 
Stafford St. and S. 33rd St. in South 
Fairlington.

Native Dogwood: By contrast, this 
tree (Virginia’s commonwealth tree) 
has fruit that is a half-inch-long, 
shiny red drupe that birds devour. 
Look under the canopy and you can 
see bits of the red shell the birds 
have torn open. This tree is usually 
the first to show fall leaf color (red) 
in our area.

Catalpa Tree: Look for this tree 
where S. 32nd Rd. meets S. Utah St. 
In summer, it has large white flowers 
and huge, heart-shaped leaves. But 
this time of year, notice the 14-inch-
long fruit pods that resemble cigars 
hanging on end from the branches. 
The look can be eerie, resembling 
the fruit of the Black Locust and 
Redbud trees.

Southern Magnolia Tree: You’ll 
find a beautiful example where S. 
Stafford St. meets S. 32nd Rd. Look 
under the canopy and you’ll find 
its fruit—football-shaped aggregates 
with a multitude of red follicles 
(resembling the fruit of the native 
dogwood tree). They are hard and 

plentiful this time of year.

Sycamore Tree: One stands on the 
median where S. Wakefield St. meets 
S. 36th St. in South Fairlington. Its 
leaves actually started to drop in 
September, but when the branches 
are bare, notice the pattern on the 
main trunk—it’s a mosaic of ivory, 
charcoal, light gray, and olive. From 
a distance, its stark, white/gray 
markings can be mistaken for those 
of the Birch/Beech trees.

 —Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

It’s all for show: fall planting guide

Magnolia fruit. Photo by Guy Land.
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Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years. Convenient Mark 
Center / N Beauregard Street office, 
with evening and weekend hours. 30% 
discount for Fairlington Residents. 
Visit www.cpa-coker.com for more 
information, directions. Call for an 
appointment with a FREE Retirement 
Check-up included. (703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers:  Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will troubleshoot problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment. Jim (703) 820-8767.

FRESH FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS. 
For your Home, Business, Celebrations 
& Events. Delight someone special 
or treat yourself! Free Delivery in 
Fairlington. Floral subscriptions 
available. Talk to Eva at Floral Focus By 
Design LLC 703.829.5527 or contact@
floralfocusbydesign.com. 

Mini-ads
IRS ENROLLED AGENT can prepare 
your individual and business income 
taxes, provide advice, and respond to IRS 
and State tax letters. Bookkeeping and 
Small Business / Government Contractor 
support services too. Former Fairlington 
resident with 25 years of experience. 
Flexible time and place appointments. 
Visit www.alexandria-tax-bookkeping.
com for more information, or call 
Christine R. Coker at 703.407.7545. 

LUXURIOUS IN-HOME MASSAGE. 
Enjoy a restorative massage in 
the comfort of your home by an 
experienced, fully licensed Parkfairfax 
therapist for a very affordable price. 
Therapeutic and relaxing 70-minute 
massage for $70. First-time special: 90 
minutes for $80. Call Mark Herrenbruck, 
Encore Massage. 703.987.0283.

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. This 
month is a good time to plant since 
our nights are cooler. And any month 
is suitable for a clean-up and mulching. 
Contact Bill at Sullivan’s Landscaping. 
E-mail or call. billsullivan41@gmail.com 
571.213.9567

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND 
REPAIRS. Serving Fairlington since 
1978. Hundreds of bathrooms and 
kitchens renovated. Other services 
include painting, plumbing, window 
repairs, leak detection and correction, 
dryer vent replacement, regrouting, 
recaulking, drywall repairs, etc. Call Vic 
Sison at Fairlington Maintenance Service 
703-379-7733. E-mail vsison0117@
yahoo.com.

BATHROOM RENOVATION SALE. 
Example: Clarendon II. New tub, faucets, 
toilet, tiles for wall and floor, vanity 
and top, painting, medicine cabinet, 
light fixture. Labor included. $6,900. 
Fairlington Maintenance Service. Call 
571-212-4151 or 703-379-7733.

DOOR SOLUTIONS. A Fairlington 
doors expert. 1,000’s of pleased 
customers. For contact, scheduling, and 
useful door information, please visit: 
www.doorsolutions.biz

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at  

www.fca-fairlington.org.
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House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
703-820-8635. We are family owned and 
operated serving Fairlington since 1978. 
Your neighbor is our best reference. Call 
for a no obligation free estimate and 
detailed explanation of our service.

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. References 
available. Free estimates. Steve Chute. 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@
aol.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, panel 
replacements, painting, wallpaper 
removal, drywall. Call Mario 703-501-
7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN/MASTER CRAFTSMAN. 
Built-ins, cabinets, closets, carpentry, 
drywall, interior doors, crown molding, 
chair rail, tile, sinks, faucets, disposals, 
toilets, ceiling fans, lighting, painting, 
bathrooms, kitchens, plumbing, 
electrical. Damon Blackburn 703-966-
7225. www.firstratehandyman.com. 
Damon.blackburn@yahoo.com

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text 
703-629-1970.

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services. homealonefelines@gmail.
com; 703-671-5504 ; www.homealone.
petfinder.com

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 

Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th 
of the preceding month (Oct.10 for Nov. issue).
•	 Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens 

Association.” 
•	 Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop 

off at FCA drop box.
•	 Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA 

drop box.
Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org

 
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, 
VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 
3308 S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am – 9 pm, M-F, 
8 am – 5 pm, Saturday; closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word. Examples: “998-0000” and 
“stove” = one word; “interior/exterior” = two words.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, 
email address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for 
options).

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

Worshiping Christ the King
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 

1801 North Quaker Lane • CTKAlexandria.org

Join the Fairlington 
conversation on Facebook 
at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society.

For sale: Fairlington T-shirts
Show your neighborhood pride with 
a Fairlington T-shirt. T-shirts are $15 
and available in white or hunter green 
in 100% cotton. Sizes S, M, L, and X-L. 
Child sizes are also available. To place 
your order: email  
president@fca-fairlington.org or  
contact any FCA board member. 
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Fairlington Window & Door 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

VA Class A License #2705129199  

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 

We’ll beat any licensed 
contractor’s offer on 
kitchen or bathroom  
renovationWe’ll beat 
any licensed We’ll beat 
any licensed contractor’s 

We’ll beat any licensed 
contractor’s offer on 
kitchen or bathroom  
renovations by 10%!  

HAPPY VALENTINES  DAY 

 

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling 

                 SPRING  
           RENOVATION 
                   TIME 
 

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10% 

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 12 years 

   
  Beauty and 
    Savings….. 
  We do both! 

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the 
Neighborhood on the Listing • Broker’s Open • Open Houses  
Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: UVA Undergrad, 
Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public Relations 
(Georgetown)) • Extrovert • Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local 
(Third Generation)  • Third Generation NOVA Realtor  
ParkFairfax Resident • Military Relocation Professional 
Certification • I have a vendor/ contractor list

What I offer:

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional
Keller Williams Realty Capital Properties
4031 University Drive, 5th Floor
Fairfax, VA 22030

C: 703-963-4505 • O: 703-964-1290 
mwhall@kw.com •  Fax: 703-964-1292

Licensed in Virginia and DC
marlenehall.kwrealty.com

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

$1700/ month 2BR/2BA • ALL UTILITIES 
INCLUDED 5340 Holmes Run Parkway #304, 
Alexandria, VA, 22304, Available 1 October

401 Beauregard #203, Alexandria, VA 22312

She was very honest regarding the 

sale of my home, informed me of 

all my options, and provided expert 

recommendations. My home was 

on the market for only 8 days. She 

made selling a home easy and stress 

free—she handled everything. I highly 

recommend her to anyone looking to 

either sell or buy a home.

- Sharon (client)

Five Star ratings on Zillow

Sold: 
491 N Armistead St T1,  
Alexandria, VA $130,000 
Buyer Need: 
Looking for Dominion or Clarendon 
model for family of 4 in Fairlington

Rental Closed:
722 Washington ST #104, Alexandria, 
VA, 22314

Under Contract: For Rent:
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BRINGING YOU HOME



Our office has been located in the  
Fairlington Community since the 1970’s!  

 WE are your neighborhood experts! 
4800 S. 31st Street, Arlington, VA  22206 

office #  703.998.3111  

Did you know?  We have an on-site notary.  Monday-Friday 9-5pm  
Call 703.998.3111 to schedule an appointment. 

Looking for a change in location? 

Listed for $399,000 
3454 Utah Street, S 
1BR/2BA Barcrfot 

Julie Flory 703-599-3111 
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Listed for $459,000 
2931 Columbus Street, S B-1 

3BR/2BA Ashlawn 
Julie Flory 703-599-3111 

Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Listed for Rent $2600/mo. 
4855 28th Street, S #A2 

2BR/2BA Mount Vernon 
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Listed for Rent $2250/mo. 
4829 29th Street, S 

2BR/2BA Clarendon II 
Harry Bowen  904-738-4419 

Listed for Rent $2400/mo. 
3443 Utah Street, S 

2BR/2BA Clarendon 
Dayna Wagner 703-447-7268 

Listed for Rent $1800/mo. 
2919 Buchanan Street, S #A2 

1BR/2BA Barcroft 
Kay Yancey 703-201-4292 

Listed for Rent $2150/mo. 
4716 29th Street, S  

2BR/2BA Clarendon II 
Britt Grouby  703-409-0486 

Listed for Rent $2750/mo. 
 4710 31st Street, S (Fairlington 

Court)  2BR/3BA/1HBA 
Julie Flory 703-599-3111 

Listed for Rent $1600/mo. 
3046 Abingdon Street, S B-2 

1BR/1BA Braddock 
Barbara Kirkland 703-405-5920 

Listed for Rent $2275/mo. 
3046 Abingdon Street, S B-2 

2BR/2BA Clarendon II 
Barbara Kirkland 703-405-5920 

Listed for $760,000 
862 N. Larrimore Street 

Arlington, VA  22205 
3BR/2BA SFD (Dominion Hills) 

Julie Flory 703-599-3111 
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Listed for $549,900 
2556C Arlington Mill Dr. #3  

Arlington, VA  22206 
2BR/2BA/1HBA End TH 
(Windgate of Arlington)  

Pat Shannon 571-237-4767 


