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Bond referenda discussion to 
highlight October 8 FCA meeting

Michelle Cowan, Arlington County’s Director 
of Management and Finance, will be the guest 
speaker at the FCA meeting, Wednesday, October 
8, 7 pm at the Fairlington Community Center. 
Cowan was invited to talk to Fairlington residents 
about Arlington County’s 2014 bond referenda 
going in front of local voters in November. 

The bond proposal, voted on in June by the 
County Board, totals $219 million and proposes 
investments in four categories: Metro and Trans-
portation, Local Parks and Recreation, Commu-
nity Infrastructure, and Arlington Public Schools. 
Cowan will walk residents through each of these 
categories in detail and address questions about 
how the bond process works and just how much 
money is allocated for each project area.

Arlington Public Schools (APS). By far the largest of the four bond 
categories at nearly $106 million, this proposal would make funds avail-
able for the APS Capital Improvement Program, nearly $29 million of which 
will go towards the renovation and addition to our neighborhood school, 
Abingdon Elementary. In addition, $50 million is allocated for the proposed 
new elementary school at the Jefferson Community Center site, $7.5 mil-
lion towards completion of improvements to McKinley Elementary School, 
$5 million for improvements to Washington-Lee High School, $4 million for 
planning and design of addition seats for a high school or middle school, 
and $10 million for capital improvements throughout the APS system.

Metro and Transportation. Most of the $60 million under this category 
would fund two main projects: $39 million would go towards Arlington 
County’s contribution to WMATA/Metro’s Capital Improvement Program 
and $16 million towards road repaving and maintenance. Road repair, says 
Cowan “is clearly the priority of the community.” 

Local Parks and Recreation. The smallest of the four bond categories 
at $13 million, these funds would mostly be allocated for maintenance of 
existing park facilities including court replacements, playground and athletic 
field replacements and upgrades, and other park infrastructure improve-
ments. Cowan says that the money is meant to “refresh and replenish” the 
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. If you would like to 
discuss a neighborhood issue at the meeting, please e-mail 
president@fca-fairlington.org or leave a voice-mail mes-
sage at 571-403-1943 by the Sunday before the meeting.

October 8 preliminary agenda
Special presentation: Michelle Cowan, Arlington 
County Director of Management and Finance, discusses 
the bond referenda on the November ballot.

Regular Board business

•	 Approval of September minutes
•	 Officer reports
•	 Committee reports
•	 Unfinished business
•	 New business

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA Web site,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA Web site the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Global Thinking, Alexandria, VA,  
www.globalthinking.com.

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
	 Officers	 Directors
	 Guy Land, President	 Joe Hartman
	 Kent Duffy, Vice President	 Mark Jones
	 Carol Dabbs, Secretary	 Lisa Schwanger
	 Ed Hilz, Treasurer	 Carrie Street		

Fairlington-Shirlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org
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Published monthly by the FCA
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Editor: Janis Johnston
Assistant Editor: Christine Chirichella
Advertising Manager: Beth Andrews
Distribution Manager: Noemi Rivera

Writers: Jennifer Davies, Debra L. Hinkle,  
Nicole Van Hoey, Carol Rosen, Andrew Vitols 

Chris Weathers, Anne Wilson, Michelle Woolley

—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy.
Send material on disk with paper proof to: 

FCA • PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182
E-mail editorial announcements to: 

editor@fca-fairlington.org
E-mail commercial and mini ads to: 

admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Drop off location: Drop box in the Fairlington

Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
of the month preceding desired publication date. Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to Beth 

Andrews at 571-403-1942.
Ad Size	 Height	 Width	 Rate
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1/4 page	 4 5/8 in.	 3 5/8 in.	 $94
1/2 page	 4 5/8 in.	 7.5 in.	 $195
Full-Page	 9.5 in.	 7.5 in.	 $395
Back Cover (Full Page)	 9.5 in.	 7.5 in.	 $505
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Full-Page Insert (2 Sides)	 11 in.	 8.5 in.	 $570
Publication of advertisements in no way implies an en-
dorsement by the FCA or its board members of the adver-
tisers’ products or services. AFB reserves the right to refuse 
any advertisement based upon either content or artistic 
expression. The opinions expressed by columnists and let-
ter writers are theirs and should not be taken as reflecting 
the opinions of the FCA or its board members. AFB reserves 
the right to edit or refuse contributions. All photographs 
are © copyright the photographer or source identified.
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For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
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president’s 
Message

Fall is a busy time in Fairlington. 

A quick glance at a partial list of activities suggests what a vibrant com-
munity this is—the MOMS Club consignment sale late last month, North 
Fairlington’s community-wide yard sale Oct. 4, open house at Fire Station 7, 
master gardener training offered by Virginia Cooperative Extension at the 
Fairlington Community Center, Abingdon Elementary’s Fall Festival, and 
the October 25 Fairlington tree walk. Plus don’t forget the work of our inter-
generational committee—if you haven’t already completed last month’s 
survey, there’s still a little time to weigh in.

And then there’s Halloween. This has become one of Fairlington’s big infor-
mal celebrations. Elaborate decorations, neighbors visiting on their porches, 
trick or treaters of all ages strolling down the sidewalk. The very essence of a 
small-town community.

FCA has its own full agenda this fall, with County Board Chair Jay Fisette 
discussing policies with the community in September, county Management 
and Finance Director Michelle Cowan in October outlining the bond issues 
on this fall’s ballot, and a county staffer discussing the permitting process 
for work in condo units in November.

October will see Arlington County Board action on a couple of things 
that directly affect Fairlington. At its Oct. 18 meeting, the county board is 
tentatively scheduled to consider a special use permit and license for the 
operation of a farmers’ market in Fairlington. That same board meeting will 
also likely consider an application for a STEM preschool in Fairlington on 
S. Abingdon St. The FCA Board has expressed its support for both of these, 
each subject to a review after a year to assess the impact on the community.

This fall also brings the launch of the Abingdon School expansion project, 
with both the school board’s Building Level Planning Committee and the 
county board’s Public Facilities Review Committee reviewing plans for our 
neighborhood school. FCA has representatives in both groups. 

Finally, late fall will offer FCA’s annual board elections. We’re anticipating 
vacancies on the board and are seeking volunteers who will help us craft 
and implement strategies for improving life in Fairlington. If you are look-
ing for a way to help your community and have a few hours a month to 
work on Fairlington matters, think about serving on the FCA Board. 

Then take a few minutes this fall to reflect on what a special community 
Fairlington is.

Guy Land, FCA President  
president@fca-fairlington.org

A Fairlington Halloween

Halloween in 
Fairlington is 
a special time 
of year when 
neighbors 
decorate their 
yards, play 
eerie music, 
and dress 
up for the 

throngs of children who come out 
the evening of October 31 seeking 
treats (not the tricks). This year, 
neighbors in both North and South 
Fairlington will once again string 
up the spider webs and put out the 
decorations and fog machines in 
preparation for our little ghosts and 
goblins to collect sweet treats and 
help continue this very American 
tradition. Trick or treaters, remem-
ber your flashlights, glow sticks, 
and reflective tape to make sure you 
are visible to vehicle traffic.

—Janis Johnston

FCA Calendar
FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, October 8, 7 pm
FCC

MOMS Club
Wednesday, October 8, 7 pm
FCC

Fairlington Diners
Wednesday, October 15, 6:30 pm
Bombay Curry Company, 2607 
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria

Fall tree walk
Saturday, October 25, 10 am
FCC

Fairlington Diners
Monday, October 27, 6:30 pm
Samuel Beckett’s, 2800 S. Randolph 
St., Arlington

Book Group
Tuesday, October 28
FCC

Photo by Guy Land.
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Park Shirlington redevelopment plans on indefinite hold
Plans for the rezoning and massive redevel-
opment of the Park Shirlington Apartments 
on S. 31st St. are no longer being pursued, 
reported Aaron Shriber of Arlington Coun-
ty’s Department of Planning, Housing and 
Development. In a statement released in late 
August, Shriber said that the owner of the 
property requested that the rezoning and 
site plan application for redevelopment of 
the property be put on “indefinite deferral.”

As reported in the September issue of the 
All Fairlington Bulletin, Home Properties, Inc., the owner 
of the Park Shirlington Apartments, recently announced 
a change in its business strategy, exiting the new devel-
opment business in order to concentrate on acquiring 
and upgrading older properties. 

However, this doesn’t close the door entirely for redevel-
opment of the property. Based on its current zoning per-
mits, the land is considered underdeveloped. Shriber said 
that there are a number of options for the property. The 
owner could continue to operate the property at its cur-

rent status, rehabilitate existing apartment 
units and charge higher rent, or redevelop 
the property or a portion of the property 
under its current zoning allowances. 

“There’s no telling what they’ll do in the 
future,” said Shriber. 

Original redevelopment plans included 
razing the existing property and rezoning 
the property in order to build 750 new 
apartment rental units. Under current 

zoning permits, Home Properties could build 114 single 
family homes, 195 townhomes, or 380 apartment units.

To date, the owner has not officially withdrawn the site 
review applications, which leaves them the option to 
revisit the applications at a later date. In the meantime, 
county staff will cease to review the applications and no 
additional Site Plan Review Committee meetings will be 
scheduled. 

—Janis Johnston

Fairlington farmers’ market application set to  
go before the county board in October

Hopes for launching a farmers’ market at the Fairlington 
Community Center (FCC) next spring are high as work 
continues on completion of the paperwork required by 
the county to make this idea a reality. Field to Table, 
Inc., the nonprofit organization applying to operate 
the Fairlington Farmers’ Market, has been working with 
county staff over the past month to complete the neces-
sary review of the Special Exception Use Permit prior to 
the County Board’s action, expected to be on the board’s 
agenda on Saturday, October 18.

In August, Arlington County determined that the FCC 
was appropriate for use as a farmers’ market, leading the 
way for Field to Table to pursue its application to operate 
the local market. The application review is conducted by 
Arlington County’s Department of Community Planning, 
Housing, and Development, which evaluates the impact 
of customer and vendor parking as well as impacts the 
market could have on the surrounding community.

The farmers’ market application will likely be on the con-
sent agenda at the October 18 county board meeting, with 
a carryover meeting scheduled for October 21 if there 
is a request by the public to comment on the proposal. 
Residents may email comments to the Board prior to 

the meeting. “We are aware of no issue that would delay 
the Board’s action at that meeting,” notes Rob Swennes, 
Director of Field to Table, Inc. “We remain cautiously 
optimistic that the Special Exception Use Permit for the 
Fairlington Farmers’ Market will be issued in October.”

Members of the Fairlington Farmers’ Market Committee 
are narrowing down the list of vendors and beginning 
work on the market’s website in expectation that the 
County Board will give final approval to the venture. 
If the approval comes through at the October meeting, 
plans are to open the market by mid-April 2015.

Part of the growing “locavore” movement, Field to Table 
is an Arlington-based nonprofit that encourages people 
to purchase food from local farmers and vendors with an 
emphasis on nutrition, taste, quality, and freshness. Field 
to Table currently manages the farmers’ market in the 
Westover neighborhood of Arlington. For more informa-
tion on the organization, visit www.field2table.org.

If you would like to be included in the Fairlington Farm-
ers’ Market email distribution list, email your request to 
Fairlingtonfarmersmarket@gmail.com.

—Janis Johnston

Photo by Gretchen Fallon.
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Abingdon expansion planning work gets underway

A Building Level Planning Committee (BLPC) has begun 
work on plans for renovating and expanding Abingdon 
Elementary School. The committee, which represents 
the interests of the community and parents along with 
school leaders, works with the Arlington School Board 
and the engineering and architecture team in craft-
ing the general design of the project. The school board 
appointed the committee in early September, and the 
group held its first session later in the month.

The committee advises the school board on things like the 
schematic design for the building and how it will fit on 
the school property, the potential community uses of the 
building and the impact of the project on the community, 
safety and accessibility issues, and construction schedules. 

Fairlington residents constitute a majority of the com-
mittee. FCA has two representatives: Carol Dabbs and 
Anne Wasowski. Dabbs is the FCA Secretary, while 
Wasowski is an at-large director on the Fairlingon Vil-
lages condo board. 

The Abingdon PTA also has six members on the com-
mittee: PTA co-presidents Jennifer Davies and Andrew 
Vitoles, and parents Traci Gravelle, Michelle Diller, Emily 
Janka, and Jasmine Hayes. All of them are Fairlington 
residents. Other members include Principal Joanne 
Uyeda and other Abingdon staff and teachers, along 
with representatives of the Claremont and Columbia 
Forest civic associations.

The committee is expected to meet twice a month for 
four to six months, and then less frequently for several 
more months. The group’s meetings are open to public 
observation.

In addition to the BLPC review, the Abingdon project 
will also be reviewed by a Public Facilities Review Com-

mittee, which reports to the Arlington County Board, 
beginning later this fall. FCA Vice President Kent Duffy 
will represent FCA on that committee.

The renovation and expansion is designed to modern-
ize Abingdon and address overcrowding issues by add-
ing 136 classroom seats. The project is expected to cost 
$28.75 million, with work scheduled to be completed in 
time for the opening of school in the fall of 2017.

—Guy Land

FCA seeks board candidates
The FCA board has appointed a nominating commit-
tee to recommend officers and directors to serve on the 
nine-member board in 2015. Board members set the 
policies for the association and serve one-year terms. 

The nominating committee consists of FCA Vice 
President Kent Duffy, Treasurer Ed Hilz, and director 
Carrie Street. Anyone interested in serving on the board 
may express that interest by emailing Kent Duffy at vp@
fca-fairlington.org. There is currently one vacancy on the 
board, but all of the positions are up for election. 

It is expected that a slate of candidates will be published 
in the November and December Bulletins, and/or the slate 
will be updated and posted on the FCA website at least 10 
days before the December 10 annual meeting and election. 

For additional information on what serving on the board 
entails, contact any board member.

Photo by Janis Johnston.

Fire Station 7 open house, October 11
Fairlington’s Fire Station 
7 will hold its annual 
open house for the com-
munity on Saturday, 
October 11, 10 am to 
4 pm, in observance of 
National Fire Preven-
tion Week. Children 
can climb aboard the 
fire truck and meet the 
fire fighters, and fami-
lies can learn about fire 

safety at home and how to create a home fire escape 
plan. Come by and meet our neighborhood first 
responders at 3116 S. Abingdon St.

Photo by Janis Johnston.
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Your Premier Fitness & Lifestyle Club

O F  P R E M I U M  F I T N E S S !
10 YEARS
  GET STARTED
  FOR ONLY $10!

*See club for more details. Must be 18 years or older, local residents and first-time guest.
ID REQUIRED. Some restrictions apply.

Shirlington Village, 2900 S. Quincy Street, Arlington, VA 22206

Simply present this flyer and discover for yourself why we are

The Premier Fitness & Lifestyle Club

Limited Time Offer 10.31.2014

W E ’ R E  F I T  T O  C E L E B R A T E 

A N D  Y O U  W I L L  B E  T O O ! 

Celebrate our 10th Anniversary 
and get started for only $10!

www.theenergyclub.com 

703-824-0600

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

CA43060_OCT14_AD.indd   1 09-10-14   2:11 PM
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Master Gardeners help make  
Fairlington neighborhoods a natural oasis 

Anyone who lives in 
Fairlington knows how 
much the surround-
ing green spaces, trees, 
flowers, and other 
natural landscapes add 
to our quality of life. 
Much of this is due in 
part to the work and 
influence of Master 
Gardeners of North-
ern Virginia (MGNV), 
many of whom live in 
Fairlington.

MGNV is an organiza-
tion of volunteers who 
work with the staff of 
Virginia Cooperative 
Extension (VCE) to 
encourage and promote 

environmentally-sound gardening practices. More than 
12 members reside throughout Fairlington and some 
serve on the Fairlington Villages Grounds Committee.

MGNV members must complete over 60 hours of com-
bined classroom and field training, as well as 60 hours of 
volunteer work as interns to become certified by Virginia 
Tech as VCE Master Gardeners. Additional volunteer 
work and continuing education are required each year 
to maintain certification. In addition to maintaining five 
demonstration gardens that illustrate the wide variety 
of plants that grow well in our area, Master Garden-
ers offer plant clinics at area farmers’ markets; conduct 
public workshops on container gardening, composting, 
and lawn care; and support horticulture therapy and 
schoolyard gardening projects. They also respond to 
other community needs such as water conservation and 
alternatives to pesticide use. 

Look around our neighborhood and you will likely see 
the results of their work. Some recent accomplishments 
include:

•	 Rainwater management. Master Gardeners from 
both North and South Fairlington provided guidance 
on water conservation and rainwater management, 
including links to the Arlington County grants pro-
gram that matched funds for most of the seven rain 
gardens now in place around Fairlington.

•	 Best practices. Master Gardeners provided the Fair-
lington Villages association management and Grounds 
Committee with guidance on best options for integrat-
ing more native plants into the landscape’s founda-
tional plantings. In addition, they advocated for best 
landscaping management practices which included 
reducing the use of pesticides, attention to erosion, 
and the shift to more diversity in planting—especially 
the use of native plants, which reduces water con-
sumption and increases the habitat for pollinators.

•	 Nature walks. In collaboration with Fairlington 
Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners facilitated fall 
and spring nature walks in 2013–14 in North and 
South Fairlington to familiarize interested residents 
with the local flora and fauna.

•	 Tree canopy. They provided technical assistance 
in writing the initial Arlington County Tree Canopy 
grant, now a well-established part of North Fairling-
ton’s yearly landscape planting. This enabled the 
association to replace damaged trees and enhance 
the number and diversity of trees throughout the 
property at a considerable cost savings.

•	 Audubon designation. This spring, Master Gar-
deners were instrumental in completing the require-
ments necessary for North Fairlington to become a 
certified Audubon at Home wildlife sanctuary. The 
Audubon at Home designation has principally been 
focused on individual homeowners, but Fairlington 
Villages is one of the first neighborhood associations 
to receive this as a community designation. 

MGNVs field a wide 
range of gardening ques-
tions through a help 
desk at the Arlington 
County VCE office. To 
contact the help desk call 
703-228-6414 or email 
mgarlalex@gmail.com. 
To learn more or to apply 
to become a Master Gar-
dener, visit www.MGNV.
org or stop by the VCE 
office at the Fairlington 
Community Center, 
3308 S. Stafford St.

—Anne Wilson

Alice Rogalski, left, and Jan 
Macidull, both Master Gardeners, 
plant an herb garden at the 
Fairlington Community Center. 
Photo courtesy VCE.

Master Gardener Carol Rosen, 
left, discusses the benefits of rain 
gardens in controlling erosion 
and excess water run off during 
the FCA plant tour in May 2014. 
Photo by Guy Land.
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Fairlington Book Group 
discovers some unexpected 

treasures

Are you in a book group? A quick internet search sug-
gests that at least five million Americans are. If you are 
looking to join in this national pastime, there’s a place 
for you at the table right here in the neighborhood with 
the Fairlington Book Group.

The group has been in existence since 2002 and meet-
ings typically draw between six and 12 attendees each 
month. This past August, members discussed Country 
Driving: A Chinese Road Trip, the New York Times best-
seller by Peter Hessler. Members agreed that it was a 
fascinating glimpse into the recent economic and social 
revolution in China—a book many would likely never 
have read on their own. Discovering unexpected trea-
sures is something they have come to appreciate about 
belonging to a book group.

The Fairlington Book 
Group meets on the 
fourth Tuesday of every 
month (except Decem-
ber), at 7:30 pm in the 
Fairlington Community 
Center, 3308 S. Stafford 
St. The group’s selections 
alternate between fiction 
and nonfiction titles, 

and prospective books are nominated and voted on by 
group members. Monthly discussions are generally led by 
the member who nominated the book. Look for regular 
announcements of upcoming meetings in the All Fairling-
ton Bulletin and come ready to dive into a great discussion.

—Linda Del Bene

Captain Stu Ellis  
assumes role as new Third 

District Commander 
This past July, Captain 
Stu Ellis took the job as 
the new Third District 
Commander with the 
Arlington County Police 
Department. Fairlington 
is included in Arling-
ton’s third district. Cap-
tain Ellis has been with 
the police department 
for 26 years in a variety 
of patrol and policy 
roles, most recently 
with the homicide and 
robbery division. 

As Commander, Ellis liaisons with civic associations and 
property management companies in his district (like 
Fairlington) to address issues in the community and 
come up with solutions or resolutions, works as a team 
with other county services to help solve problems, and 
oversees the police department’s contribution to the 
Crisis Intervention Training program.

Ellis commented that in Fairlington residents tend to 
watch out for each other, and while there were some 
reports of vandalism over this past year, “the good news 
right now,” he says, “is that there’s not really a pattern 
here.” Captain Ellis said that even though Fairlington 
is an easily accessible community, located right off the 
highway, crime reports from Fairlington are low and in 
general crime is down.

However, Ellis recommends you always lock your car. 
“The vast majority of things being stolen from cars in 
the county are from unlocked cars,” he states. It’s not so 
much that vehicles are being broken into as thieves are 
more commonly removing items from unlocked cars.

If you have a police emergency, dial 911. For non-
emergencies, call the Arlington County Police at 
703-558-2222 or Alexandria at 703-838-4444. But 
for ongoing problems, such as noise issues or other 
recurring concerns in the community that may be 
of a criminal nature, contact the Third District team 
at 703-228-4130 or email sellis@arlingtonva.us or 
dwashi@arlingtonva.us. 

—Janis Johnston

Book Group members Les Bergen, left, Kathy Murphy, and 
Linda Del Bene discuss the finer points of the group’s book of 
the month. Photo by Robert Pope.

Just some of the titles read by 
the Book Group this past year. 
Photo by Robert Pope. 

Captain Stu Ellis, Third District 
Commander. Photo by Janis 
Johnston.
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President, Peenstra Antiques 
Appraisals 
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Nationally known antiques and art 
appraiser 

 

Antique & Jewlery Appraisals 
Free and Fun Event! 

RSVP by October 22nd 

To Melanie@NovaAgent.com 

Limited Seating – One Item Per Person 

Saturday, October 25th 2014 
10:00AM to 12:30PM 

 
Fairlington Community Center 

3308 S. Stafford St., Arlington, VA 22206 
 

Experts from NOVAGold and Peenstra Antique Appraisals will offer FREE 
appraisals, consultations, and advice on items such as jewelry, silver, 
coins, time pieces, furniture, glass, porcelain, paintings, bronze, toys, 
documents, etc.  
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Ed Donofrio 
Donna Seeker 
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Steve Gouterman, 
Owner, NovaGold  
Gemologist specializing 
in buying and selling  
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jewelry 
 

6257, Old Dominion Dr 
McLean, VA  22101 
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Abingdon teachers find Fairlington  
a great place to live and work 

The Fairlington community is fortunate enough to have 
a public elementary school within its boundaries. The 
community has rallied for and with the school through-
out its history—most recently by collaborating in the 
Fairlington 5K and in the support of the Arlington Pub-
lic School Capital Improvement Plan that will provide 
close to $30 million to renovate the aging neighborhood 
school’s infrastructure. 

The commitment is not one sided, as an increasing 
number of Abingdon teachers also choose to call Fair-
lington their home. Some have lived in the community 
for a number of years before teaching at Abingdon; 
others began by teaching at the school and recognized 
the gem of the surrounding community. Either way, 
Fairlingtonians receive yet another benefit of having a 
small-town-within-a-city: they entrust their children to 
teachers who are also neighbors. 

This local-living approach strengthens not only the 
community itself but also the connection with Abing-
don, a school that has been revived in recent years with 
neighborly commitment. 

David McDavitt, Abingdon’s architecture teacher, 
moved into Fairlington in 2002 after working at the 
school for eight years. McDavitt says he was attracted 
to the area even before it received its historical des-
ignation because of Fairlington’s European lifestyle, 
with “handsome colonial architecture, beautiful urban 
planning, expansive tree-filled landscape, and solidly 
built homes.” 

He continually appreci-
ates the proximity to 
work, grocery stores, and 
pharmacies, and urban 
amenities like parks, 
theaters, and restau-
rants that are just steps 
away. Fairlington, says 
McDavitt, “has retained 
the wholesome climate 
of a simpler era amidst 
the myopic bustle of the 
DC area. Its cozy homes 
encourage residents to 
focus on life experiences 
instead of accumulated 
material possessions.” 
His thoughts about 

being a teacher and resident? “Walking through the 
community in which you teach makes you feel like a 
rock star as throngs of students run out to greet you,” he 
says.

After working at Abing-
don for two years, 
Emily Childress, a 
kindergarten teacher, 
left apartment living in 
Shirlington to settle in 
North Fairlington with 
her family in 2013. For 
her, the top reason to 
reside in the commu-
nity was its proximity 
to Abingdon—where 
her children attended 
even before she started 
teaching there. Childress waited four months for just 
the right unit to become available, and her entire fam-
ily appreciates the ability to share neighborhood play-
dates with classmates, extending the loving and nurtur-
ing environment of Abingdon directly into the local 
community. Because her family likes to run and remain 
active together, they particularly enjoy the community 
pools and the easy access to nearby bike trails. 

Childress encourages all teachers to consider residing 
in Fairlington, and she successfully helped returning 
teacher Rachel Nesbitt and her young family move 
into Fairlington Glen this summer. Abingdon wel-

comed Nesbitt to the 
second grade team this 
fall, after returning from 
two years in California 
with her husband. Nes-
bitt began her teaching 
career at Abingdon as 
a long-term substitute 
and full-time kinder-
garten teacher and she 
knew that she wanted 
to return to the school 
when she moved back to 
Virginia. 

With a new son, Harri-
son, she and her hus-
band wanted a home 

Emily Childress, right, with her 
two children Lauren and Will. 
Photo by Nicole Van Hoey.

David McDavitt. Photo by Janis 
Johnston.

Rachel Nesbitt and son 
Harrison. Photo by Nicole Van 
Hoey.

Continued on page 25
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Kristin:  703.863.0367 
Kristin.Usaitis@LongandFoster.com 
 

Pat:  571.237.4767 
Pat.Shannon@LongandFoster.com 

Kristin USAITIS & Pat SHANNON 
We consistently help Sellers in and around Fairlington to get the  

HIGHEST SALE PRICES for their homes.   
With over 26 years of experience and proven results throughout the    

Northern Virginia and DC markets, we’ve got you covered!   

Ask about our 
Client Courtesy 
Van! 

Realtors®, ABR, GRI 
Proudly Serving VA & DC 
www.KristinUsaitis.com 
www.PatShannon.com 

Arlington Court 
2800 S. 16th Rd. Unit A 
2 Level Condo Townhouse w/
Private Patio.   DAZZLING 
ALL INTERIOR Renovation! 
$290,000 

 
Arlington Village  
2600 S. 16th  St. #716 
Updated 1 Bedroom 
Condo Townhouse 
$300,000 
 

Dupont/Adams Morgan in WDC 
1741 T St. NW Unit #203.  
Classy Renovation in AWESOME  
LOCATION!  $369,000 

COMING SOON! 
804 S. Veitch St. in Arlington 

Unique Vintage Farmhouse 

4 Bedroom 2.5 Bath with Carriage 

House Storage    $749,000 

We can help with your RENTAL 
4127 Fountainside Ln in Fairfax 
Top Floor 3 Bedroom & 2 Bath 
Great Space at $2,150 
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Alexandria helps you turn 
your scraps into compost

Did you know that the City of Alexandria collects food 
and yard waste for composting at the Farmers’ Market 
located in Market Square in Old Town each Saturday 
morning? The Resource Recovery Station accepts fruit, 
vegetables, salad, nuts, coffee grounds, tea bags, and 
egg shells. Typical yard waste includes leaves, grass 
clippings, and flower and shrub trimmings. Bring your 
food and garden scraps to the drop off station where 
small compost tubs are available to purchase for $5. 
Or if there’s room, you can store your scraps in a large 
re-sealable plastic bag in your freezer. You’ll find staff 
from Alexandria’s Compost Recovery Division onsite to 
explain the program and accept items for composting. 
Compost tubs are also available at the Del Ray, West 
End, and Four Mile Run farmers’ markets. You don’t 
need to be an Alexandria resident to participate! For 
more information, visit www.alexandriava.gov/recycling 
or on Facebook www.facebook.com/CompostAlex.

 —Debra L. Hinkle

New Arlington Alert system
Arlington has switched to a new emergency alert system 
that brings instant emergency warnings. Even if you 
signed up for Arlington Alert some time ago, you must 
sign up for the new system to continue to get alerts.

Alerts can go to your cell phone, text, pager, email, land 
line, work phone, instant messaging, or fax. You can 
customize them for any or all categories: weather, traf-
fic, road closures, atomic bombs, missing persons, and 
evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods.

When an emergency occurs, the county will instantly 
notify you with updates and instructions on where to 
go, what to do or what not to do, whom to contact, 
and other important information. Sign up at www.
arlingtonva.us/alerts/.

County taxes due October 5
Vehicle personal property taxes and the second install-
ment of real estate taxes are due October 5. Because the 
deadline falls on a Sunday, Arlington County is extend-
ing the deadline to Monday, October 6. Late penalties 
will apply if the payment is received after that date. 

Vehicle personal property taxes. The county sent 
out tax bills with new decals earlier this summer. Make 
sure to place the new property tax sticker on your vehi-

cle’s front windshield and send in your payment. Police 
will issue tickets for cars with expired tax decals.

Real estate taxes. If you pay your property tax 
through your mortgage company, you will not be 
receiving a bill. If you received a bill but your taxes are 
normally paid by an escrow account, you should con-
tact your mortgage company. If you have paid off your 
mortgage, you should have received a tax bill in the 
mail. Arlington County collects property taxes in two 
installments—the first on June 15 and the second on 
October 5. For questions, call the Department of Real 
Estate Assessments at 703-228-3920 or go to http://top-
ics.arlingtonva.us/realestate/taxes-payments.

Walk and learn about 
Fairlington’s trees, October 25

Did you know that Fairlington has seven trees on Arling-
ton County’s list of “notable trees”? Where are they and 
what species are they? Join your neighbors and several 
of Fairlington’s resident tree experts in a community 
walk examining Fairlington’s notable trees and showcas-
ing Fairlington’s lush tree canopy. 

Arlington County Environmental Landscape Supervi-
sor Patrick Wegeng, who coordinates the county’s tree 
programs, will join the walk to offer insights about the 
variety, condition, and care of Fairlington’s trees.

Each year the county selects a small number of trees for 
“notable” designation because of their maturity, histori-
cal or community interest, uniqueness of species, and 
special significance to the neighborhood. 

The group will convene Saturday, October 25, at 10 am 
at the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford 
St. The walk should last about 90 minutes. Come out 
and enjoy the fall foliage while learning more about 
Fairlington’s impressive tree canopy. 

Master Gardener Anne Wilson explains the merits of native 
plantings at the May 2014 FCA plant tour. Photo by Guy Land.
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Request an estimate:

www.gmgservices.com

703-354-4270
sales@gmgservices.com

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling
Finished Basements
Decks & Porticos
Screened-in Porches
Sunrooms
Custom Painting
Patios & Walkways
Ceramic & Marble Tile
Cabinets & Countertops
Custom Built-ins & Closets
Chair Rail & Crown Molding Install
Window & Door Replacement
Refinish & Install Hardwood floors

  We Install Generators!

Home Remodeling Professionals
Serving Fairlington Village Homeowners

Since 1985

Save $50 off any service or project
valued at $500 or more. Or save
$150 off any project valued at
$1,000 or more. Discount will be
applied to your final statement.
Not valid with any other offers,
or on jobs or Change Orders
already in progress.

Mention Promo Code: FVN1113

SAVE!

We Are One of the
Top Rated Contractors

In Northern Virginia

Check out our reviews!

NEW!

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Read what some of your neighbors have to say:

“We are writing to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to you and
your crew for the excellent work in remodeling our two bathrooms. It was indeed
a pleasure dealing with a company that places a high priority on customer
satisfaction. We are very satisfied customers. The bathroom was done with a
high degree of craftsmanship and completed within the time frame that you
had originally proposed. It’s apparent that GMG is a remarkably well-run and
well-organized operation. In the 33 years that we have lived in the Washington
DC area, we have never been more satisfied with contractors than we are with
GMG Services”

Scan to download our contact
Information directly to your device.

For more client testimonials visit www.gmgservices.com

Follow us:

GMG Services remodeled two bathrooms and a bar area in our home in Arlington, VA. GMG
was one of three contractors we got quotes from, and we liked their punctuality, prices, and
their ideas about how to best use the space available for the two bathrooms we wanted to re-do.
Once we signed the contract, the work went exactly as planned. We were sent to wonderful
providers for countertops, sinks, toilets, showers and tiles– everyone we worked with was
fabulous, and it was clear they all had a great relationship with GMG. We were referred to GMG
by a good friend, and we are very pleased with the way the work turned out.

Beautiful job, on time and within budget.

“I've been using GMG exclusively for the last 15 years for 4 different projects.
Other than my bathroom, they have totally renovated my entire condo including
a recent complete renovation of my downstairs bathroom.  I have absolutely no
reservations using them again and am chomping at the bit to have them renovate
my bathroom next year.  They do outstanding work, always finishing on budget
and just as Importantly, on time... I can honestly say, when comparing experiences
with my friends on contractors, I've never been able to offer any of the horror
stories they always have...”



Call NOW at 703-671-9193

Satisfied customers say:
When it comes to heating and air conditioning, 
there’s only one name anyone should even 
think about—that’s Frosty’s.

— Rick Micker, Former Fairlington Condo VP

I am writing to tell you about how satisfied I am by the 
work your employees did. Your employees were so 
careful with my new paint and newly refinished floors. 
I was very pleased by the care taken to clean my air 
ducts. I would recommend your company to others.

— Denice McCullough, Fairlington Resident

Only one coupon per customer please. Coupons may not be combined. 

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

matching
coupon

Frosty’s will match any competitor’s 
service or maintenance coupon!

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

TUNE-UP
NOW JUST

FALL

$99.95

I couldn’t be happier with my decision 
to go with Frosty’s. The price was right 
and the quality of the materials and 
craftsmanship was outstanding.

— Edward Getterman, 
Fairlington Resident

	 Attention Fairlington!
FALL Check-Up 

	 Time Is Here!
Our air conditioning and heating company will 
service, repair or replace your heat pump, 
air conditioner, furnace, or water heater at the 
best prices around! 

Ask about our guaranteed lowest pricing.

Why you should call now:
	 Certified, licensed & bonded
	 Satisfaction guaranteed
	 Emergency service—with quick response
	 Prices will beat the competition
	 Free estimates for replacements and installations 
	 Economical maintenance agreements
	 Exceptional familiarity & experience with Fairlington equipment
	 Thousands of satisfied customers—see our testimonials!
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Doggie dip marks the end to the dog days of summer
What is historically one of the most popular events of 
the year, North Fairlington’s doggie dip drew dozens 
of two-legged and four-legged residents to wish the 
summer good-bye and close out the pool season. 

It’s hard to say who had more fun: the dogs or the 
humans who came out to watch their high-spirited 
antics. Photos by Guy Land and Janis Johnston.

Two new businesses open at Bradlee Shopping Center 
Two new businesses are coming 
to the Bradlee Shopping Center 
this fall. A MedStar PromptCare 
facility is anticipated to open by 
mid-November. This urgent care 
facility will occupy the space next 
to the RiteAid Pharmacy in what 
was formerly the Blockbuster video 
store. MedStar PromptCare will 
offer medical care for most illnesses 
and injuries, as well as concus-
sion evaluations, flu shots, school 
sports physicals, and summer camp 
and pre-employment physicals. 
No appointments are needed. In 
cases of life-threatening illnesses, 
dial 911 or visit the nearest emergency room. For more 
information about the services offered by MedStar 
PromptCare, visit www.medstarhealth.org and search for 
“Prompt Care.”

California Tortilla adds a south of the 
border eatery to the choice of restau-
rants available at Bradlee. California 
Tortilla, which opened in September, 
is located between the Subway sand-
wich shop and the Hallmark store. 
Stocked with 75 types of hot sauces, 
this Mexican-style restaurant offers 
a menu of fresh, healthy dining 
options including ready-made “chef-
inspired” creations and as-you-like it 
“self-inspired” creations where you 
choose your ingredients. The restau-
rant boasts that there’s something 
for everyone—it was even voted 
“Best Vegetarian” by Washingtonian 

magazine recently. For more information and a preview 
of their menu offerings, visit www.californiatortilla.com.

—Janis Johnston

Bradlee Shopping Center adds California 
Tortilla to its growing list of restaurants. 
Photo by Janis Johnston.
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30% Discount on Tax Preparation
 We can prepare your Federal & State income taxes.
Fairlington homeowners our specialty for 25 years.

Convenient Mark Center / N. Beauregard Street offices.

Call today to schedule an appointment
and get a FREE retirement check-up!

703.931.3290

CHARLES COKER, CPA
www.cpa-coker.com Charles.coker@cpa-coker.com
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Down to earth
patio gardening

Toxicodendron radicans means noth-
ing if one doesn’t understand Latin 
and Greek. But the common name, 
poison ivy will make anyone jam 
their hands into pants pockets. The 
first word means “toxic tree” and the 
second means “roots.” Another name 
for this plant is rhus radicans, rhus 
being a genus of plants whose sap 
can cause dermatitis.

Urushiol is the oil in the plant’s sap 
that irritates the skin. This irritating 
oil also exists in poison sumac and 
poison oak.

Identifying this garden nemesis 
is tricky since not all species and 
varieties look alike. A commonality 
is the trifoliate leaf structure (“leaves 
of three, let it be”). Some leaves are 
glossy while others are dull.

In the woods, poison ivy has the 
habit of a small plant or vine. It 
grows close to the ground (reaching 
two feet in height) or attaches to a 
tree’s bark and crawls. In its latter 
habit, the vine is beige or rust-col-
ored, hirsute (hairy), and a half-inch 
thick. To pry it off the tree, stick the 
nose of a trowel underneath the root 
and pull. The entire vine will detach 
from the bark. But make sure you 
skin isn’t near where it falls free from 
the tree. In a garden, it naturally 
twines on a shrub, roots along the 
ground, or attaches to a fence, a brick 
wall, latticework, window frame, 
shutters, or even electrical wiring.

Removal of the plant is tricky. The 
growth habit is spindly, so once 
you’ve uprooted it, the plant almost 

defies gravity. Try to bag a handful 
of uprooted poison ivy and you’ll 
understand. This is why it’s so easy 
to make contact with the plant as 
you try to bunch it together before 
stuffing it inside a bag or receptacle.

In a garden full of weeds, poison ivy 
is hard to find since its leaf shape 
and color blend with the foliage in 
the landscape. An immature plant 
leaf is light green and a mature leaf is 
dark green. In fall, the foliage turns 
red, similar to that of poison sumac, 
which is a fiery orange and seen 
along roads. The margin, or edge, of 
the poison ivy leaf can be serrated or 
entire (with no sinuses). The veins of 
the poison ivy leaf are a prominent 
ivory color.

The flowers of poison ivy are a 
yellowish-white and appear from 

May to July. Its fruit is a grayish-
white and manifests from August 
into November. Frequently, poison 
ivy grows near Virginia creeper—
another invasive weed with a five-
inch-diameter leaf that has five indi-
vidual leaflets in a pinwheel shape. 
Unlike poison ivy, Virginia creeper 
creates no skin irritation.

If your skin is itching by now, you’ve 
paid attention to this column. If you 
contact poison ivy, calamine lotion 
is a soothing agent.

In culture, “Poison Ivy” was a song 
first recorded by The Coasters in 
1959 that reached No. 1 on the R&B 
chart. Poison Ivy also was a villain 
played by Pamela Isley beginning in 
1966 in the Batman TV series.

—Bill Sullivan  
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

A primer on poison ivy: for those just itching to learn

Poison Ivy.
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Paid for and authorized by Voters for Vihstadt. 

 

 

Dear Fairlington Friends & Neighbors, 

John Vihstadt joined me on the County Board after the April special election.  This November 4,  
John is on the ballot again for a full four-year term.  Again, I ask you to vote for John Vihstadt. 

In five short months, John has made a real difference working with me on the County Board.  
The conversation at the board table has changed and we are having debates about some  
important issues that have needed discussion for some time.  In addition:   

 John called for more transparency in Arlington government which helped lead to the hiring  
of an internal auditor. 
 

 John called for wise use of our tax dollars and the Board lowered the property tax rate  
for the first time in nine years.   

 
 Additional bonding authority was approved to fund much needed new schools and school 

additions. 
 

 John led opposition to the very expensive proposed aquatic center and that project is,  
for the moment, off the table.  
 

Finally, as you know, John joins me in a vigorous and outspoken opposition to the wasteful streetcar 
projects proposed for Columbia Pike and Crystal City.  His 57%-41% victory in April showed how 
much opposition there is to these projects, but our colleagues took no notice.  John needs to win 
again. 
 
I will be walking with John in Fairlington on Sunday afternoon October 19. I hope we’ll see you.   
Be sure to visit www.VoteforVihstadt.com to learn more about John, his campaign and his vision  
for a better Arlington for everyone.  Or contact me.  I’m always happy to talk about John and the 
County Board with my Fairlington neighbors. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the polls Nov. 4. 
 
Libby Garvey 
libbygarvey@gmail.com 
703-820-3523 
 
 VOTE TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4, 6AM – 7PM AT YOUR 

REGULAR POLLING PLACE! ABSENTEE VOTING 
ALREADY GOING ON NOW – CHECK OUT THIS LINK 
FOR DETAILS: http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee/ 
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In 
September, we went to the Fish Market for the lobster 
special, but their supply had run out. A fine meal was 
enjoyed anyway!

Here’s what’s planned for October:

Wednesday, October 15, 6:30 pm, Bombay Curry 
Company, 2607 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, 703-
836-6363, www.bonbaycurrycompany.com. This local 
favorite has recently re-opened a few blocks south of its 
original location, and our earlier attempt to enjoy its 
delicious Indian food had to be cancelled, so we’ll try 
this again. 

Monday, October 27, 6:30 pm, Samuel Beckett’s, 2800 
S. Randolph St., Arlington, 703-379-0122, www.samuel-
becketts.com. This is an alternate burger night for us in 
Shirlington, which we’ve enjoyed at previous visits. 

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, 
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her—include 
your name and how to contact you the day of the event, 
in case plans change. If you want to receive a copy of 
these notices early in the previous month, send your 
email address to carol_dabbs at yahoo.com.

Fairlington Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group in October to discuss 
My Beloved World, the candid memoir by Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

“This is a page-turner, beautifully written and novelis-
tic in its tale of family, love, and triumph,” writes Nina 
Totenberg of National Public Radio. “It hums with hope 
and exhilaration.”

The Book Group will meet on Tuesday, October 28, at 
7:30 pm in the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. 
Stafford St. We hope you’ll join us.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids or an 
afternoon to yourself, look no further than the Fair-
lington Babysitting Co-op. For more than 30 years, the 
Co-op has been a community of parents helping parents 
right here in our neighborhood.

The Co-op is a network of Fairlington families who 
exchange free babysitting services. It’s perfect for parents 
who would like to know dependable adults to watch their 
children and meet other families in the community.

For more information or to request an application, 
email the coordinators, Rebecca Carpenter and Michelle 
Gregory, at fairlington.babysitting@gmail.com.

MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington 
Members (and their children) of the MOMS Club of 
Arlington-Fairlington VA© chapter of the International 
MOMS Club participate in fun activities, service projects, 
Parents’ Night Out, meetings with interesting speakers, 
and group activities such as our walking, dinner, and 
book clubs. Our weekly age-specific playgroups start as 
young as birth and go up to 3+ years old.

Parents and parents-to-be are welcome to join us for our 
next general meeting on Wednesday, October 8, 7 pm at 
the Fairlington Community Center. Children are always 
welcome. For more information about the club, the 
meeting, or membership, contact our Membership VP at 
fairlingtonmomsclub@gmail.com or visit www.fairling-
tonmomsclub.com. Annual dues of $25 support our club 
activities and charitable projects. 

North Fairlington fall yard sale
Whether you’re looking to find that special deal on 
an end table or are ready to clean out that storage 
closet, don’t miss the North Fairlington Fall Yard 
Sale, Saturday, October 4, 8 am to noon, at the 
Fairlington Villages Community Center parking lot 
on S. Abingdon St. Spaces are $10 each and available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. For more informa-
tion, email activities@fairlingtonvillages.com.



22 www.fca-fair l ington.org

We Treat Your Home 
Like It’s Our Own!
We treat every customer like they are part of our 

family. Other companies may off er similar services 
but our services come with a personal touch.

additions • fi nished basements • fl ooring 
custom kitchens • custom bathrooms

703-599-0715
www.JTHomeDesign.com
family owned and operated
VA License #: 2705153626

We Will Match Or Beat Any 
Qualifi ed Contractor Price

We take care to provide our customers with high-quality 
services, personalized for their unique needs.

Jackie Aker, Owner

Completely Remodel Your
Bathroom in 7 DAYS

SPRING SPECIAL
$500 off

any project over $5,000
J & T Home Design, LLC • 703-599-0715

With this coupon. Not valid with other off ers 
or prior services. Expires June 2015.
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abingdonschool news
Back to school picnic 
We announced the PTA’s Labor 
Day back to school picnic would 
be held rain or shine—and it did 
both! Despite heat, humidity, 
and a thunderstorm, families and 
Abingdon staff enjoyed a bountiful 
meal. Children decorated paper 
apples, which were placed at the 
school’s entrance and teacher 
lounge to welcome teachers on 
their first day of class. Special guests 
included Arlington Public Schools 
Superintendent, Patrick Murphy, 
and Assistant Superintendent for 
Facilities and Operations, John 
Chadwick. 

Abingdon leading the 
way for 21st-century 
learning 
When you remember your elemen-
tary school days, you probably 
conjure images of a teacher formally 
standing at the chalkboard, point-
ing at words or equations before a 

class of students sitting in straight 
rows of desks. Times have changed 
and technology has evolved, as we 
all know. But what you may not be 
aware of is how teachers are adapt-
ing the layout of their classrooms to 
respond to these changes and create 
more student-centered, active learn-
ing environments. 

Abingdon Elementary is leading a 
countywide charge to offer 21st-cen-
tury style classrooms, thanks to the 
creativity of staff members and a gen-
erous supply of technology resources. 
Learning spaces are more flexible 
than they were decades ago. 

Classrooms at Abingdon offer 
comfortable settings reminiscent of 
a coffee shop or library: traditional 
desks are replaced by comfortable 
chairs, tables, and open floor spaces. 
During any given lesson, students 
work around the room instead of in 
rows of desks, choosing a space that 
suits them best, mimicking real-
world learning environments. 

The second- and fifth-grade classes 
are participating in the countywide 
personal device initiative, which will 
bring iPads to each student in those 
grades. Accordingly, those teachers 
will flip their classrooms, preparing 
lessons for students to work at their 
own pace from home, then using 
classroom time for guided practice 
and assessment of the students’ mas-
tery of the presented information. 
This 21st-century model is beneficial 
because it promotes differentiated 
instruction. It also allows teachers 
to keep a pulse on how well their 
students understand and synthesize 
new material. 

—Erin Sonn, Abingdon Testing 
Coordinator 

Fall Festival Returns 
Friday, October 17
Join us for our biggest event of 
the year! Enjoy games, prizes, face 
painting, moon bounces, and more. 
Come out to support the school 
and get ready for Halloween. We 
will have special surprises this year. 
Don’t miss it! 

Support Abingdon’s fall 
fundraiser
Ask your neighbors who attend 
Abingdon about the school’s Laven-
ders Fundraiser. The catalog offers 
a broad range of gift items, maga-
zine subscriptions, and tasty treats. 
Money raised goes to fund activities 
throughout the school and support 
learning in the classroom. The class 
that raises the most money will help 
adopt a giant panda through the 
National Zoo. 

Superintendent Patrick Murphy, left, 
Abingdon Principal Joanne Uyeda, and 
PTA co-presidents Jennifer Davies and 
Andrew Vitols at the PTA back to school 
picnic. Photo courtesy Abingdon PTA.

Children get into the spirit of the holiday 
at Abingdon’s Fall Festival. Photo by 
Jennifer Davies.
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simplicitysofas 
 

$100 OFF   Award-Winning Furniture that F.I.T.S. 
 

Perfect fit for Farlington Homes 
    

Custom-Built Furniture Designed For Small Spaces & Tight Places 

                               
  

Our easy assembly furniture will fit through any narrow door or stairway wider than 15” Guaranteed! 
 

FREE SHIPPING                              MADE IN THE USA 
 

                                                                 
                 Built one piece at a time by our skilled High Point, North Carolina Craftspeople 

Solid Oak frames and premium Ultracell Foam Cushions are backed by a lifetime warranty 
Options include over 200 in-stock fabrics, fitted slipcovers, luxurious spring down cushions and much more. 

 
                              Order your FREE catalog and FREE fabric swatches      www.simplicitysofas.com 
 

 
SIMPLICITY SOFAS        2726 W. English Road, High Point, NC 27262 | 336.882.2490 | 800.813.2889 |  
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Second 1/2 Hour 
of Labor FREE

 Coupon must be presented at time of service. Offer expires 10/31/14.

703-562-4200
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-VA.com

ALL SERVICES & REPAIRS
WATER HEATERS • SINKS • FAUCETS • DRAINS 

SUMP PUMPS • BATHROOM REMODELING

Michelle Cowen, continued from page 1

Abingdon teachers, continued from page 13

park facilities that we already have and bring equipment 
up to code, not to build any new parks. 

Community Infrastructure. $12 million dollars of 
the nearly $40 million under this category would fund 
county board-approved Neighborhood Conservation 
projects that include street improvements (sidewalk, 
gutter and curb, drainage, and repaving), and building 
infrastructure (roofs, HVAC systems, etc.). The Trade 
Center in Shirlington would receive $6 million for 
improvements to the county’s fleet vehicle facilities, 
including changes to the parking lot and fleet main-
tenance facilities. In addition, $3.6 million would go 
towards planning and design for both replacing Fire 
Station 8 in North Arlington and renovating the Lubber 
Run Community Center on George Mason Dr. Funds 
are also included to replace the backup power supply 
to several county-run residence facilities, continue and 
expand service for ConnectArlington, and for the plan-
ning and design for upgrades to the Courthouse Plaza 
area.

For more information about the 2014 bond referenda, 
visit http://budget.arlingtonva.us/bond-referenda.

—Janis Johnston

that was near the school but also offered a safe and 
peaceful family environment. She found these features 
in Fairlington and quickly appreciated the additional 
benefits for families with young children: the expanses 
of green space, non-crowded swimming pools, and 
multiple playground areas. 

This past November, Joe Reed, a physical education 
teacher at Abingdon, and his wife bought their first 
home in Fairlington Arbor. Reed taught at Abingdon 
for eight years prior to moving to Fairlington. They 
used to live across the street at Fairlington Towne; Reed 
says that, even though it was across the street, it was a 
different world with fewer children, no one running or 
walking on the streets, and fewer community activities. 
Fairlington, notes Reed, “just seemed a more vibrant 
place to live.”

Reed and his wife enjoy the Arbor’s events, including the 
wine and cheese nights and the association barbeques. 
In addition, he takes full advantage of the swimming 
pool each summer, as well as the gym facilities and bas-
ketball courts at the Fairlington Community Center.

Reed, who was the 
principal coordinator 
for the Fairlington 5K 
last spring, feels that 
Fairlington is one of 
the few places left in 
Arlington that is still 
affordable and has a 
great community feel. 
“It’s tough to go for a 
walk around the neigh-
borhood and not bump 
into someone you 
know,” says Reed.

These teachers, along 
with several other 
Abingdon colleagues 
who reside in Fairling-
ton, contribute not only to the well-being of Abing-
don’s students but also to the very substance of this 
small community. The next time that you see any of 
them walking home from work or participating in Fair-
lington events, be sure to give them a big thank you! 

—Nicole Van Hoey

Joe Reed, left, and Guy Land, 
FCA President, at the Fairlington 
5K last spring. Photo by Janis 
Johnston
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             Your Remodeling Company        

  

Robert  C. DeLong 
General Contractor 

 

703.815.3151 
dhidelong@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 Featured Kitchen  
Island kitchen in a Dominion model;  
Espresso cabinets with glass tile 
backsplash in a hint of green shade; 
big pantry with rolling pull-out 
drawers; extra storage facing dining 
room with an expanded island, plus 
breakfast bar! 
 
Special Feature:  the niche  
at right of photo;  here it has 
 a mini wine frig with glass shelves 
above;  can also be a home office 
nook with room for  a laptop; or floor 
to shelving cabinetry & shelving.  A 
great multi-purpose space! 
 
Below: Left to right - another view 
of kitchen, upper bath, lower bath 

 

Still, our most requested kitchen. 
 

Thank you, Bob Harmon. 
1930-2014  ~   Rest in Peace  

 

In 2010 our friend, Bob Harmon, gave us his Fairlington house, a budget, and instructions to remodel the Dominion model 
however we wanted and then sell it for him.   He was moving on to the Goodwin House, having lived in Fairlington since  
1977.  He and I  (Anne DeLong)  were original owners in the small Columbus St. courtyard back when the condo conversion 
construction was going on all around us and my condo fee was $33 month !   We shared countless conversations and two cats, 
Beau and Stitch, who went back and forth between our homes.   A professor at Gallaudet, Bob Harmon was a doer and thinker 
and interested in everything – painting, tennis, skiing -- just to scratch the surface.  His home was in great shape but had had no 
upgrades for 33 years, and a “whole –house” remodel was needed.   Bob was fascinated by our plans and the remodeling process 
and during each visit he exclaimed, “Wow … I can’t believe this is my house!”     Through the open houses we held and then the 
2011 Fairlington Home Tour, at least 600 people saw this house.  It has brought us a lot of new business – something that would 
make Bob Harmon proud and happy as he was always cheering us on!   Thank you, friend and neighbor.  We miss you.   
 

 

   
 
 

 

LOTS of photos at:  www.DelongHomeImprovement.com  
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Balance your well-being with a therapeutic massage, lifestyle 
membership or custom dermalogica® facial. Benefits include reduced 
stress, relaxation, pain management and healthy glowing skin.

Elevate your success.

*Introductory rate valid for Members and first-time Guests only.  Actual massage and facial time is 
50-Minutes hands-on.  Additional local taxes and fees may apply. See Retreat for details. Each Massage 
Heights Retreat is independently owned and operated. Franchise opportunities available. ©2014 Massage 
Heights, LLC.

*featuring

TM

Introductory 1-hour massage   
with free aromatherapy –  

Introductory 1-hour facial   
with free aromatherapy –  

$5999*

$6999*

massageheights.com/bradlee

Bradlee
703.931.7359 
3642 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22302

 A Different Approach…Working for YOU! 

 
THINKING ABOUT MAKING A 

MOVE?   
 

CONTACT ME TODAY!   
 

Jennifir Birtwhistle 
  

703-835-1256 
 

JennifirBirtwhistle@gmail.com 
JennifirSellsHomes.com 

SOLD 
Burke—$697,000 

UNDER CONTRACT 
Parkfairfax—Lincoln Model 

UNDER CONTRACT  
Alexandria—Huntington Forest 
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For Sale
FUR JACKET. Reasonable price. Please 
call 703-577-0171.

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington homeowners our specialty 
for over 25 years. Convenient Mark 
Center/N. Beauregard Street office, 
with evening and weekend hours. 30% 
discount for Fairlington residents. 
Visit www.cpa-coker.com for more 
information, directions. Call for an 
appointment with a FREE retirement 
check-up included. (703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS. Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage, 
Children’s massage, reflexology, reiki 
& more. Private Sessions or Create a 
Class. Gift certificates available. www.
moorethanyoga.com. 703-671-2435.

FOOT MASSAGE - REFLEXOLOGY. 
Personal pampering, pregnancy & 
pregnancy labor induction & more. www.
moorethanyoga.com, 703-671-2435.

INFANT MASSAGE. Learn to 
massage your baby. Monthly classes. 
Certified Fairlington resident. www.
moorethanyoga.com, 703-671-2435.

COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will help resolve problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment. Jim (703) 820-8767 
-jandgonline.com.

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. It 
is planting time! Call Bill for a patio 
makeover. We will put new plants in the 
ground, prune, remove leaves and spread 
fresh mulch. My e-mail is billsullivan41@
gmail.com and my cell is 571-213-9567.

Mini-ads
LEAVES FALLIN’, GARDEN’S 
CALLIN’. Plant now for Spring beauty! 
Winterization: cleanup, mulching, 
pruning, bulbs, constructions, more… 
Wendell of Environs. 703-623-9625. 
MisterFixAlot@gmail.com.

Improvements
HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND 
REPAIRS. Serving Fairlington since 
1978. Hundreds of bathrooms and kitch-
ens renovated. Other services include 
painting, plumbing, window repairs, 
leak detection and correction, dryer vent 
replacement, regrouting, recaulking, 
drywall repairs, etc. Call Vic Sison at Fair-
lington Maintenance Service 703-379-
7733. fairlingtonmaintenance.com

BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS. 
NEW WEBSITE. www.
fairlingtonbathroomsandkitchens.com

DOOR SOLUTIONS. A Fairlington 
doors expert. 1,000’s of pleased 
customers. For contact, scheduling, and 
useful door information, please visit: 
www.doorsolutions.biz

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel 
Riggs Home Repair Service. Your 
Fairlington specialist. Kitchen and 
bath renovations, bath ceramic tile 
repair, painting, drywall, handyman 
services, trim work, flooring, carpentry, 
wallpaper removal. Free design services. 
Free estimates. VA. Class-A lic./ins., 
fast turn around time. 20 years N. Va. 
Experience. Joel 703-929-4676. 

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

SENIOR CRAFTSMEN, INC. Biff 
Henley, bonded and insured. 703-403-
5354. Seniorcraftsmen@verizon.net

CLIMATROL HEATING & COOLING 
CORP. 703-981-6664. www.climatrolh-
vac.com. Only $79.95. Serving all Fair-
lington citizens. Family owned, operated, 
licensed and insured business. Our staff 
is reliable, trustworthy, punctual and 
detail oriented. Our prices are extremely 
competitive, and our service is thorough. 
Have us professionally perform residen-
tial heating or cooling system inspection. 
Or if you currently have a problem, we 
will be happy to diagnose it. We can also 
inspect the accessory equipment includ-
ing the electronic air cleaner, program-
mable thermostat, condensate pump and 
hot water heater at no extra charge! Read 
real reviews from satisfied Climatrol cus-
tomers at Angie’s List, Get 10% discount 
on repairs with this ad. We also perform 
FREE second opinion and heat exchanger 
and compressors.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENT. 
20 years experience. Painting, 
plastering, plumbing, electrical, 
carpentry, trim, moldings. Kitchens, 
bath remodeling, floor wood, and tile. 
Free estimates. References available. 
Call Mario Zambrana. 703-501-7506. 
mzambrana60@yahoo.com.

PAINTING. Painting and wallpapering. 
Clean, neat, reliable. 25 years 
experience. Liscensed, bonded, insured. 
Free estimates. References available. Call 
Steve Chute. 571-216-9338 or 703-912-
1450. chute285@aol.com

GRACE & ALBERTO. Alberto Matias 
Construction. Serving Arlington and 
Alexandria since 1989. New Stone or 
Bricks Patios,Japanese Garden,new 
plants in the ground, prune, remove 
leaves and spread fresh mulch. My 
e-mail is gracedelcarmenmatias@gmail.
com, and my cell 703-795-4506

House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.netPublication of advertisements in no 

way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.
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B&A CLEANING SERVICES. 25 
years experience and owner operated. 
References available in all areas. 
Reasonable rates. We bring our own 
equipment. Office cleaning available. 
For free estimate and appointment call 
703-501-9007 or e-mail bc42happy@
gmail.com.

Pet Services
HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services homealonefelines@gmail.
com; 703-671-5504 www.homealone.
petfinder.com 

Mini-ads
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
703-820-8635. We are family owned and 
operated. Call for a free estimate. Our 
service is detail oriented and thorough. 
Scheduling appointments if flexible. Your 
neighbor is our best reference. Educator, 
civil servant, and military rates apply. 
Serving Fairlington since 1978.

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable, 
experienced, good references, flexible 
scheduling, reasonable rates. We 
bring our own equipment. Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally. One-
time, move-in/out, offices. For free in 
home estimate call Maryen/Raul at 
703-321-5335.

PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for 
your dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, or 
fish. Petsitting, playgroups, walks, 
feedings, medications. Indoor/outdoor 
plantcare. Established 1999 by 19-year 
Parkfairfax resident; bonded and 
insured. Competitive rates; flexible 
arrangements. Call 703-379-7719.

PET LOVERS. Serving Fairlington 
since 1998. Loving and responsible 
care for your dogs and cats. Reasonable 
rates, bonded and insured. Excellent 
references. Call 703-941-6113.

Join the Fairlington 
conversation on Facebook at 

Fairlington Appreciation Society.

www.PMA-DC.com
Visit our website for information

Or call 703.608.7840

The 3 important questions owners ask 
rental management

• How do I know my house is being taken care of?
• Will the tenants pay the rent on time?
• Will the property manager communicate with me?

For answers contact us
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NOTICE TO ALL ADVERTISERS
	 Due Date for All Ads:	 6 pm on 10th of the preceding month (Oct 10th for Nov issue)
	 Payment:	 BOTH payment and ad copy must be received by the 10th.
		  Make checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association.”
	 NEW E-Mail Address for All Ads:	 admanager@fca-fairlington.org
	 Mailing Address for All Ads and Checks:	 FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 22206-0182
	 Drop-Off Location for Ads and Checks: 	 Drop-Off Box in Fairlington Community Center,  
		�  3308 S. Stafford Street. The FCC is closed Sunday.  

Open 8 am – 9 pm M – F, and 8 am – 5 pm Saturday.

MINI-AD FORM
Mini-ad copy can be e-mailed to admanager@fca-fairlington.org and then submit your payment by mail to 

FCA AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 22206-0182 or drop off ads and checks to the drop-off box in the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street. E-mailed ad text will not be processed until payment is received.

Write key words from your ad on the check for reference. (Example: “Yard Sale” or “Lost Camera”)
Cost is 50 cents per word (e.g., “998-0000” and “stove” are each one word; “interior/exterior” are two words). 

Please include the following information with all ads:

Name:_ ______________________________________________________________ 	 Phone (h):__________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________ 	 Phone (w):_ ________________________

City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________________ 	 E-mail:_____________________________

Category (see newsletter for options):_________________________________________________________________________

Mini-Ad Text (please print clearly):___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________



 

August 
TOP PRODUCER  

Arl/Arlington 
Court—2BR TH. 
Totally renovat-
ed. Stunning kit. 
w/Granite & 
lovely cabi-
netry, HDWDs, 
condo fee inc. 
all utilities. 
$290,000 Call 
Kristin Usaitis 

Alexandria—Charming 4BR/2BA. 
Huge eat-in kitchen & 2 car gar-
age. $535,000 Call Pat Shannon 

Arl/Fairlington—Gorgeous 2BR TH 
w/huge attic. Move in ready.  
$324,950 Call Pat Shannon  

Arl/Fairlington—Updated 2BR/2BA 
TH. Mins. to shops & restaurants. 
$424,900 Call Nancy Kozlowski 

Arl/West Village—Updated 
3BR/2.5BA end TH w/open flr. 
plan. $489,000 Call Rob Allen 

Reston/
Deepwood—All 
brick 3BR/2.5BA 
TH. Dining area 
opens to 
fenced patio, 
spacious LL. 
Minutes to Silver 
Line Metro. 
$350,000 Call 
Marian Stifle 

ArlingtonAlexandriaSales.Lnfre.com 

 Pat Shannon 
Overall Top Producer 

 

 


