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Don’t forget: Virginia needs your 
vote on November 2

After weeks of early in-
person voting and voting 
by mail, Nov . 2 brings the 
official in-person voting 
day at all precincts across 
Northern Virginia . Polls 
are open from 6 a .m . to 
7 p .m .

North Fairlington resi-
dents who live in Arling-
ton vote at Abingdon 
Elementary School, 3035 
S . Abingdon St . South 
Fairlington residents vote 
at the Fairlington Com-
munity Center, 3308 S . 
Stafford St .

North Fairlington residents who live in Alexandria vote at the NOVA Arts 
Center, 4915 E . Campus Dr .

You will need to show an ID to vote . 

Mail ballots must be postmarked by Nov . 2 and must be received by noon on 
Friday, Nov . 5 .

In addition to statewide races for governor, lieutenant governor, and attor-
ney general, Fairlington’s Arlington voters will be voting for a member of the 
Virginia House of Delegates and selecting a member of the Arlington County 
Board and a member of the Arlington School Board . 

Arlington voters will also consider four bond issues: $38 .7 million for metro 
and transportation, $6 .8 million for local parks and recreation, $17 .035 mil-
lion for community infrastructure, and $23 .01 for schools .

Alexandria voters will be voting for mayor, the city council, and nine school 
board members . 

For more information, including sample ballots, https://vote .arlingtonva .us/
elections/ or https://www .alexandriava .gov/Elections .

—Guy Land

Democrat Terry McAuliffe (left) and Republican 
Glenn Youngkin are caught in a tight race for 
Virginia Governor heading into the Nov. 2 election. 
Photo courtesy https://terrymcauliffe.com/ and 
https://www.youngkinforgovernor.com/.

NOVEMBER 2021 Volume 47, Number 11

all fairlington
B u l l e t i n 

https://vote.arlingtonva.us/elections
https://vote.arlingtonva.us/elections
https://www.alexandriava.gov/Elections
https://terrymcauliffe.com
https://www.youngkinforgovernor.com


2 www.fca-fair l ington.org

Coming up
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings that occur on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S . 
Stafford St .) unless otherwise noted . Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
have three minutes to address the board on matters affect-
ing the community . Due to COVID-19, meetings are being 
held virtually and streamed on FCA’s Facebook page .

FCA monthly meeting November 10 
Special Presentation: Representatives of WETA will 
discuss the expansion plans for their headquarters in 
Shirlington . 

Regular board business: 

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be found 
on the FCA website .

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website  
www .fca-fairlington .org . Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox .

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington Citizens 
Association .

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps .

Web design by Avatar Tech LLC, Alexandria, VA, www .
avatartech-llc .com .

•  Approval of October  
minutes

• Unfinished business

•  Officer and  
committee reports

• New business

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington .org

Board of Directors
Officers

Guy Land, President
Jennifer Davies, Vice President

Ed Hilz, Treasurer
Chris Weathers, Secretary

Directors
Julie Butler

Jennifer Clardy Chalmers
Paulin Leonida
Lydia Redway

Vacant

Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington .org

All Fairlington Bulletin
Published monthly by the FCA
Circulation: 3,449 households

Editor: Regina Bethencourt
Advertising Manager: Katarina Lesandric

Distribution Manager: Noemi Riveira

—— DEADLINE ——
6 p .m ., 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy .
Editorial announcements, story suggestions, and letters to 

the Editor should be sent to: afbeditors@yahoo .com .

Ad payment can be sent to: FCA • PO Box 6182 • 
Arlington, VA 22206-0182, locally dropped-off at the drop 
box in the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S . Stafford 

Street, Arlington VA 22206 or pay via PayPal to  
fca .fairlington .ads@gmail .com . Ad file(s) should be 

included with payment and emailed to the Ad Manager at 
fca .fairlington .ads@gmail .com .

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and checks made payable to FCA are due the 10th 

of the month preceding desired publication date . Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to the 

Advertising Manager at 571-403-1942 .

Ad Size Height Width Rate
1/8 page 2 3/16 in . 3 5/8 in . $47
1/4 page 4 5/8 in . 3 5/8 in . $94
1/2 page 4 5/8 in . 7 .5 in . $195
Full-Page 9 .5 in . 7 .5 in . $395
Back Cover (Full Page) 9 .5 in . 7 .5 in . $505
Full-Page Insert (1 Side) 11 in . 8 .5 in . $525
Full-Page Insert (2 Sides) 11 in . 8 .5 in . $570

Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ prod-
ucts or services . AFB reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement based upon either content or artistic expression . 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
FCA or its board members . AFB reserves the right to edit or 
refuse contributions . All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified .

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2021, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by More Vang .

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911 .
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www .arlingtonva .us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index .htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist .)
 202-225-4376

http://www.avatartech-llc.com.
http://www.avatartech-llc.com.
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Contributors this month: Barbara Berti, 
Regina Bethencourt, Lynne Blasi, Guy Land, Sara 
Rasmussen, Thora Stanwood, Mary Stewart, and 
Bill Sullivan .

Some images in this publication may be  
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
message

A review of the preliminary data from the 2020 census reveals impor-
tant demographic changes in Arlington .

Arlington is experiencing robust growth, with a population increase of 
almost 15 percent . This is the largest percentage increase in 60 years . 
That no doubt reflects the popularity of its location; its attractive set of 
schools, businesses, and amenities; and its record of good governance .

That popularity also inevitably means greater density and additional 
traffic . That’s the downside of being a community where people want 
to live . But on the upside it helps sustain today’s record-setting housing 
market .

Arlington’s growth is driven in large part by an increase in the number 
of children . The number of residents under age 18 grew by 29 percent 
over the past decade . That is an eye-catching number . It blows away the 
rate of increase in this age bracket in the three previous census counts .

This corresponds to the increased enrollment in Arlington Public 
Schools (APS) and the associated conditions of overcrowding at many 
schools, including Abingdon Elementary . The new data will also poten-
tially result in significant changes in the boundary lines for individual 
schools, as APS tries to balance out those higher enrollment numbers .

The increase in young Arlingtonians is the opposite of the trend the 
county experienced in the 1960 and 1970s, when the number of chil-
dren was dropping . Those dramatic declines resulted in the closing of 
schools, including the school that was located at what is now the Fair-
lington Community Center . The fight to keep that school open provided 
much of the impetus for the formation of FCA back in the 1970s .

The census data also show that Arlington is becoming more diverse, 
driven particularly by a large increase in the Asian population, along 
with more modest, but still notable, growth in the number of Black and 
Hispanic residents . As a result, the White share of the population has 
declined from 64 .0 percent to 58 .5 percent . 

The data for the two census tracts that cover Fairlington aren’t yet avail-
able . County staff expect those to be released in the next few months . 
When the numbers have been analyzed, FCA will sponsor a briefing for 
the community by the county’s two demographers . We invite you to 
join us in getting new insights into our neighborhood .

Guy Land, FCA President 
president@fca-fairlington .org

Calendar
Election Day
Tuesday, November 2

Fairlington Knits!
Monday, November 1, 6:30-7:30 p .m .
See page 27 for details

Fairlington diners
Tuesday, November 16, 6:30 p .m .
See page 27 for details

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, November 10, 7 p .m .
Virtually on FCA Facebook page

Thursday, November 11
FCC closed

Fairlington Knits!
Monday, November 15, 6:30-7:30 p .m . 
See page 27 for details

Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 25
FCC closed

Book group
Tuesday, November 30, 7:30 p .m . 
See page 27 for details

The field behind the Fairlington Com-
munity Center has been busy every Sat-
urday this fall with youth soccer games. 

Future soccer  
stars show their stuff on 

the FCC field
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SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! 703.922.8220 

schedule online at dwyerplumbing.com/schedule 

VA Class A Contractor #2705072937A

LOOK NO FURTHER

Dwyer Plumbing, Heating 
& Air Does It Right
Our family-run business is big enough 

to serve and small enough to care. No 

plumbing or HVAC service is too big or 

too small for Dwyer Plumbing’s friendly, 

certified technicians, who are held to the 

highest standards.

Proudly satisfying Fairlington customers with  
exceptional craftsmanship and friendly service, since 1953.

• 24/7 Repair Service
• Drain & Sewer Clearing
• Heating & Cooling Installations
• Annual Maintenance Plans
• Water & Sewer Line Replacement
• Trenchless & Excavation

$100 OFF
DWYER PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR

Water heater replacement
One coupon per residence. Present to technician at time of service. 

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 8/31/21
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Fairlington blood drive a success;  
repeat planned for December

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the Sep-
tember Blood Drive for the 
Children’s National Hos-
pital (CNH), sponsored by 
FCA and Fairlington Cares . 

All appointments were 
filled prior to the September 
blood drive and a handful 
of residents stepped in for 
cancellations the day of the 
event . Because of this won-
derful support by Fairling-
ton members, enough units 
were successfully collected 
to help 55 children at the 
hospital . 

Children’s National Hospital was delighted . 

CNH blood donations have dropped by 70 percent this 
year, and each and every donation is greatly needed . 
All blood donations are kept and used directly at the 
hospital .

Many residents commented that they appreciated the 
opportunity to participate in the Blood Drive without 
having to leave the neighborhood . Several asked if we 
will be holding blood drives in the future .

December is tradition-
ally the slowest month 
for blood donations . To 
support CNH during this 
difficult month, and at 
their request, we have 
scheduled a two-day 
Blood Drive December 
7–8, 2021 . Information 
on how to sign up will be 
available in November . 

We know the holiday month can be very busy, but the 
need for blood does not slow down . It takes an hour to 
give blood, and each unit of blood can help five chil-
dren . Giving blood is safe . Covid precautions are imple-
mented at blood drives .

Fairlington has had a supportive focus on families 
throughout its history . Donating blood to Children’s 

National Hospital is an 
easy and wonderful way to 
provide tangible help for 
children battling difficult 
illnesses .

Children’s Hospital treats 
a variety of patients . 
Examples of CNH’s young 
patients that need blood 
are: premature babies, chil-
dren with sickle cell disease, 
children who need surgery, 
and children with cancers 
and blood disorders . 

If you would like to donate 
blood to CNH, but cannot 
participate in the Fairling-

ton Blood Drive, you can always go to the CNH dona-
tion center to give blood . To make an appointment call 
202/476-5437 or visit childrensnational .org

—Sara Rasmussen

WETA to brief FCA on  
Shirlington expansion

WETA is expanding its head-
quarters in Shirlington to 
build new broadcast studios, 
offices, and community 
spaces in the land between 
the existing building on 
Campbell Place and WETA’s 
parking garage . These stu-
dios, which are primarily 
used for their nightly pro-
duction of PBS NewsHour 
and weekly series Washing-
ton Week, will replace the 
current WETA studio build-
ing on Four Mile Run Dr . 
Representatives of the public 
broadcasting station will join 

the November 10 meeting of the FCA for a discussion of 
the expansion plan, construction timeline, and capabili-
ties of the new facility .

—Mary Stewart

Donors enter the bloodmobile parked outside of Fairlington 
Community Center on September 21. Photo by Guy Land.

WETA to brief FCA in 
November on their head-
quarters expansion. Photo 
courtesy WETA. 
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REALTORS:
Get up to $750

for each referral*

37 Years 
of 

Experience

ArlingtonRealtyManagement.com

703.836.2525

MyPropertyMgr@gmail.com

Contact Us Today!

Professional Property Management
from Arlington Realty

*Referral rates can go up to $750. Contact us for more details.
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Continued on page 7

Census data shows robust growth in Arlington’s population
With a rate of growth that is more than double the 
nationwide rate, Arlington’s population grew 14 .9 
percent over the past decade, according to census data 
county staff presented to the Arlington County Board at 
its September meeting . The county’s growth rate exceeds 
the regional average of 12 .9 percent and is roughly 
double the nationwide growth of 7 .4 percent .

The census data revealed that in 2020 there were 
238,643 people in Arlington, compared with 207,627 in 
2010 . That’s an increase of 31,016 persons . 

Arlington’s population growth alone accounts for 4 .9 
percent of Virginia’s total growth and 9 .7 percent of the 
growth in Northern Virginia, according to Elizabeth 
Hardy, an Arlington county demographer . 

This growth was driven in part by significant increases 
in the number of residents under age 18 and by the 
number of Asian residents . The group of residents under 
age 18 saw an increase of 29 percent since 2010, roughly 
twice the county’s overall growth rate .

The number of Asian residents grew by 7473, which is 
more than a fourth of the total increase in the county’s 
population .

While white residents continued to constitute a majority 
of the county’s population, that share of the total popula-
tion declined from 64 .0 percent in 2010 to 58 .5 percent 
in 2020 . Hispanic or Latino residents are the next largest 
group in the county, at 15 .7 percent of the total (a modest 

increase over the last census) . Reflecting the overall growth 
in Arlington’s Asian residents, the Asian percentage grew 
from 9 .5 percent in 2010 to 11 .4 percent last year .

The Black population was relatively stable, growing from 
8 .2 percent of the total to 8 .5 percent .

Consistent with the growth in the number of residents 
under age 18, the average size of the Arlington house-
hold inched up slightly, for only the second time in the 
county’s history .

So far the Census Bureau has only released countywide 
data . The numbers by census tract and block will be 
released later . FCA plans to host a briefing by the county 
demographers once that more granular data is available .

County officials stated that an estimated 99 .98 percent 
of Arlington households had been counted in the 2020 
census .

—Guy Land

Annual Native Plant sale returns to local church

Fairlingtonians and other local residents browse and learn about native plants at the Church of St. Clement on N. Quaker 
Ln. Photos by Guy Land.

Wanted:  
new board members for FCA

Interested in making a difference in your commu-
nity? Interested in having a voice and a say in the 
future of Fairlington? Consider running for the FCA 
board this year. Now accepting applications. Find out 
more at www.fca-fairlington.org.

http://www.fca-fairlington.org
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Have You Thought About 
Life After Fairlington?

Life After Fairlington has many different meanings.  To some, it means a bigger house 
with a yard in a family-friendly neighborhood; to others, it means finding the perfect 
retirement location; and to others, it means turning over a new leaf altogether.

Visit www.LifeAfterFairlington.com!  

Whatever the reason, wherever the destination, 
I am your go-to agent for Life After Fairlington!

Join my mailing list to receive:

Life After Fairlington Questionnaire

Weekly List of Curated Homes

Access to My Exclusive E-Series

Things to think about as you start looking for your Life After Fairlington home

Hand-picked selection of listings, based on your Life After Fairlington needs

Insider information and helpful tips for buying and selling at the same time
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Recent collisions raise concerns about  
neighborhood pedestrian-vehicle safety

Recently, several residents have experienced pedestrian-
vehicle collisions or near misses while walking through 
the neighborhood . One young boy was struck on the 
afternoon September 30 while riding a bicycle in the 
crosswalk of 31st St . and Abingdon St . in North Fair-
lington . He was bruised and shaken up but unharmed . 
Another resident was struck by a car on September 24 
while walking his dog in the crosswalk of 36th St . and S 
Wakefield St . He was also unharmed . Several other resi-
dents have shared reports of near misses in Fairlington 
crosswalks this year .

The section of South 
Fairlington that con-
nects to King Street, 
especially the inter-
section of 36th St . 
and Wakefield St . is a 
particularly trouble-
some area for vehicles 
and pedestrians . A 
quick search of pedes-
trian near misses 
on the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society 
Facebook page refers 
to this intersection 
more than any other . 

Between January 1, 
2018, and October of this year, there were two reported 
car collisions at the intersection of S 36th St . and S . 
Wakefield St ., according to the Arlington Police Depart-
ment (APD) . 

The APD does not currently have any of the pedestrian 
incidents on file since the affected parties have not filed 
a report . 

The Special Operations Section did receive a traffic 
complaint for speeding on S . 36th St . between S . Abing-
don St . and S . Wakefield St . in July 2021 and conducted 
a speed analysis investigation . This did not reveal any 
issues with speeding; the average speed through the area 
during that time was 21 mph . At the FCA’s request, the 
City of Alexandria installed a No Turn on Red sign on 
westbound King St . to reduce the danger of pedestrian 
incidents at the intersection with Wakefield St .

The Arlington County Board will decide to authorize a 
public hearing in November to potentially approve cre-
ating ‘slow zones’ on residential streets near 13 schools . 

This would limit the speed to 20 mph in 58 zones affect-
ing 11 Arlington County Schools .  

Tips to Share our Roadways Safely
Whether you walk, bike, ride a scooter or drive a vehicle, 
we all need to share our roadways safely . The Arlington 
County Police Department reminds you to be a PAL – 
predicable, alert and lawful .

Drivers are reminded to:

• Obey posted speed limits, traffic signs and signals

• Have all vehicle occupants wear their seatbelts

• Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks and use caution 
when passing stopped vehicles

• Look before opening your door

• Allow 3 feet when passing bicyclists

Pedestrians are reminded to:

• Cross the street at marked crosswalks and never 
against a red light

• Look both ways before crossing the street

• Walk on designated sidewalks or paths, never along 
the side of the road

• Stay visible after dark and in bad weather with light-
colored clothing, reflective gear and lights

Cyclists and Shared Mobility Device operators are 
reminded to:

• Obey posted traffic signs and signals

• Ride in the same direction as traffic

• Communicate your intentions by using hand signals

• Keep your eyes on the road and avoid the use of 
devices that may distract you

• Stay visible after dark and in bad weather with light-
colored clothing, reflective gear and lights

• Each e-scooter company has age restrictions requir-
ing users to be at least 18 years old to ride

• Ride in designated areas:
- E-scooters may be ridden on streets, but not on 

sidewalks or trails
- E-bikes may be ridden on streets and sidewalks, 

but not on trails
- Pedal bikes may be ridden on streets, sidewalks, 

and trails

—Barbara Berti

The intersection of 36th St. S and 
S. Wakefield St. is notorious for 
small accidents and pedestrian 
safety complaints. Photo by 
Regina Bethencourt. 
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www.gmgservices.com

Request an Estimate:

www.gmgservices.com
and click on “Request Estimate” tab

Email:
info@gmgservices.com

Call:

703-354-4270

PROUDLY SERVING THE FAIRLINGTON

COMMUNITY SINCE 1985!

Our Speciality is Bathrooms and Kitchens
We have successfully remodeled hundreds of bathrooms and
kitchens in Fairlington Village and throughout Northern Virginia.

Plus:
Finished Basements • Sunrooms • Screened-in Porches
Patios & Walkways • Decks & Porticos • Custom Built-ins
Cabinets & Countertops • Custom Painting • Hardwood Floors •
Ceramic Floors • Windows & Doors • Chair Rail & Crown Molding •
and much more…

We care about your safety and well being

These are uncertain and challenging times, but we are OPEN and
available to help with your home remodeling and repair needs. Our
longstanding and unyielding commitment to providing you with the
best and SAFEST customer experience, while we are working in your
home, is something we have always taken great pride in. And that
dedication is stronger than ever. Just one reason we have been the
“go-to” home remodeling contractor in the Fairlington community for
over 35 years!

Because your safety, health, and peace of mind is our top priority,
you can rest assured we are taking every precaution to ensure your
safety and well-being. We have asked all members of our team to
wash their hands repeatedly throughout the day and requested they
do not come in to work if they feel sick or if they have a fever. They
have also been instructed to be extra vigilant to wipe down all
surfaces before, during, and after their shifts, to wear protective
gloves and masks, and to support the social distancing guidelines
with homeowners and co-workers.

Until this crisis is over, we will continue to monitor the developments
set by the CDC and our local governments and will make any
necessary adjustments to our practices to keep you safe.

We support our community and feel that it is everybody’s job to limit
risk of exposure and spread of COVID-19 and in that light, we en-
courage you to take advantage of telephone, Facetime, and video
consultations for all your home improvement needs.

Please visit us at www.gmgservices.com and click on the
“Request Estimate” tab or email us at info@gmgservices.com

“GMG provided some of the best customer service and
quality work I have ever received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”

“It was a pleasure dealing with a company that places
high priority on customer satisfaction…”

READ WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE TO SAY:
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No new density planned for Park Shirlington property
Closing the door on several recent 
plans to redevelop the Park Shirling-
ton apartments on S . 31st St . and 
significantly boost the number of 
units on the site, the owners of the 
property assured Fairlington residents 
that there are no plans to increase 
density on the property . 

“We have dropped redevelopment 
plans,” Steven Kahn of Standard 
Communities, a co-owner of Park 
Shirlington, told the Fairlington 
community in a special briefing on 
September 14 . “We are just renovat-
ing existing units on the property .”

In addition, Kahn said the property, 
which contains 293 apartments, 
would be maintained as affordable 
housing . That commitment would 
run for 75 years .

Kahn made his comments at a meeting hosted by FCA . 
The recording of the meeting is available on FCA’s Face-
book page . 

Kahn was joined by Melissa Danowski, the principal devel-
opment specialist with the Housing Division of Arlington 
County’s Community Planning and Housing Department . 

Danowski stated that county staff supported the reno-
vation plan, noting that Park Shirlington is one of the 
larger affordable housing developments in the county . 
County board members have emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining the supply of affordable housing in 
Arlington .

“Affordable housing” means that rents in most cases 
are affordable (i .e ., they do not exceed 30 percent of the 
household’s income) to households earning 60 percent 
or less of the Area Median Income . That amount for a 
family of four in Arlington is currently $77,400 . 

Standard Communities jointly owns Park Shirlington 
with the National Foundation for Affordable Housing 
Solutions . Both are national companies that specialize 
in affordable housing, but this is their first experience in 
doing work in Arlington . 

Renovation work is projected to begin in 2022 and take 
18 to 24 months . 

Kahn said they would work to keep the disruption to 
surrounding neighbors at a minimum . The staging 

would be on the property itself, 
rather than on the street . In response 
to a question from Board member Ed 
Hilz, Kahn said he didn’t expect to 
see any major impact on 31st St . 

“It’s a good parcel to work with,” 
Kahn said, noting that construction 
parking and storage of materials 
would be on-site .

The renovation would maintain the 
historic character of the property, 
with much of the work focusing 
on interior improvements, such as 
updated appliances and new HVAC 
systems .

The owners hope to build a new 
leasing office and an amenity center, 
but the decision on that will need to 
wait until the final budget, including 

financing terms, has been determined . “The first priority 
is the housing itself,” Kahn said .

Kahn assured the FCA Board that residents would not 
be displaced during the renovation . The goal is for the 
interior work to take place during the day, with residents 
able to return to their apartments for the night . A few 
vacant apartments will be held as over-night accommo-
dations in case the renovation work in a particular unit 
kept it from being habitable overnight .

Standard and its partner are currently working out the 
financing package with the county and the state, as well 
as with private lenders . The county will provide fund-
ing from the Affordable Housing Investment Fund, the 
county’s main financing program for the development 
of affordable housing . 

The financing package with the county is expected to 
come before the Arlington County Board early next year .

Three years ago Standard had proposed demolishing 
the units on the north side of 31st St . and building new 
condos, townhouses, and market-rate apartments on 
the site . All of the current 293 affordable housing units 
would have been shifted to the property on the south 
side of 31st St . (the side between the street and I-395) . 

This plan would have more than doubled the number 
of units on the Park Shirlington site . That proposal is no 
longer on the table . 

—Guy Land

Park Shirlington has long been a 
central example of the density debate 
in Arlington. Photo courtesy Park 
Shirlington Apartments.
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Reclaiming the night sky:  
Light pollution and what we can do about it

When was the last 
time you enjoyed 
a starry night in 
Fairlington? Sadly, 
the artificial glow 
that lights our 
streets and allows 
us to venture out 
with confidence 
after dark also 
blocks our view of 
the stars . Well-lit 
streets and homes 
provide many 
benefits, but by 
lighting up the 
night sky, humans 
are radically 
disrupting the 

natural rhythms of many species of plants and animals, 
with deadly consequences . 

The daily cycle of light and dark determines behaviors 
like feeding, reproduction, sleep, and predator-prey rela-
tionships in amphibians, birds, mammals, and insects . 
Nocturnal animals, an estimated half of all species on 
Earth, are especially impacted . The effect on already 
dwindling insect populations is concerning given that 
insects pollinate our food crops and form the basis of 
food webs for a multitude of animals . Flying insects are 
drawn to outdoor lights, where many are either eaten by 
predators or die of exhaustion . Fireflies, a familiar sight 
here in summer, struggle to find mates in excess lighting .

Every year, over a billion birds are killed in building col-
lisions due in part to the effects of light pollution . Most 
birds migrate at night and lights from cities can steer 
them off course into dangerous urban landscapes . Artifi-
cial lights can also alter the timing of migrations causing 
birds to miss out on ideal conditions for nesting, forag-
ing, and raising their young . With birds suffering from 
the impacts of climate change and dwindling insect 
populations, light pollution represents another signifi-

cant threat to the survival of many species . 

So, what can we as individuals do to make a difference? 
The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) suggests 
taking the following actions to minimize light pollution:

• Only turn on lights when needed
• Only light the area that needs it
• Lights should be no brighter than necessary
• Minimize blue light emissions
• Install lights that are fully shielded (pointing 

downward)

In daily practice, this means turning off indoor lights 
when we leave the house and porch and backyard lights 
when we go to bed . If you are concerned about safety, 
consider installing timers and motion sensors on out-
door lighting . The color of light is also important . Insects 
are most attracted to blue and white light, so warm, 
amber colored bulbs should be used for outdoor lighting . 

The Fairlington Meadows recently put these recom-
mendations into practice when replacing their existing 
outdoor lighting . According to the Building and Grounds 
chair, “The committee was very pleased to find that using 
lighting designed to be “dark sky-compliant” fulfilled 
every single one of our aims: finding aesthetically appro-
priate, energy- and cost-efficient LED lighting that was 
also friendly to living creatures: birds, bugs, and humans .” 

Unlike so many of the looming environmental chal-
lenges we face, light pollution is a problem with a rela-
tively easy fix . By doing our part to limit excessive light-
ing and installing the right type of fixtures and bulbs 
we can feel safe outdoors while making sure nocturnal 
wildlife has a chance to survive and thrive .

For more information on IDA-approved lighting check 
out: www .darksky .org .

—Shirin Wertime

Feel free to send us questions or comments at fortheloveof-
nature@googlegroups.com and follow Fairlington Gardening 
Community on Facebook!

Shirin Wertime points out Fairlington 
Meadows’ new “dark sky-compliant” 
lighting to neighbors. Photo by Ed 
Colonna.

Nature
For the love of

http://www.darksky.org
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Silva Construction Group, Inc 
(703) 350-0180 / (703) 297-2854 

www.silvaconstructiongroupinc.com 
  

CLASS A CONTRACTOR 
Design-Build Firm 

One stop place for your 
convenience 

 
 

Attic Additions, 
Kitchen, Bathrooms, 

Skylights, 
Egress Windows 

Now, NKBA MEMBER 

Entire Home 
Renovations 

Electrical, Plumbing, 
Waterproofing 

Small Improvements, 
Patios, Painting, 

Flooring, Insulation, 
Windows &  Doors

National Kitchen & Bath           
Association 

 
 

Stuck at home-facing challenges with 
your current space? 

Take a deep look and schedule a phone or 
virtual consultation. 

  
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

We are on Social Media 
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Dozens of Fairlingtonians  
gather for a fall movie under the stars

A clear sky on an early fall night was the perfect back-
drop for FCA’s fall Family Movie Night . Roughly 175 
people turned out to enjoy Honey, I Shrunk 

The Kids on the Fairlington Community Center field . 
Photos by Guy Land .
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KW Metro Center | 703.224.6000 | 2111 Wilson Boulevard,  Suite 1050 | Arlington, Virginia 22201
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. If you are currently represented by

another brokerage or firm, please disregard. Each KW office is independently owned and operated.

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529) • khassociates.com

We are beyond grateful for this amazing community
full of friends & neighbors like YOU!

thankfulthankfulthankful
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DR. MICHAEL ROGERS



Fairlington Residents!! 

Our heating and air conditioning 

company will service,  

repair or replace your heat 

pump, air conditioner, furnace, 

or water heater. 

Like us on Facebook for helpful tips, and surprise discounts! 

https://www.facebook.com/FrostysHeatingandCooling/ 

CALL NOW 703-671-9193    

www.frostysinc.com 

Keep your HVAC system in 

top shape! 

Sign up for an annual maintenance 

agreement now!  

 

 

 
Frosty’s Salutes Our Troops!!  

Don’t forget to ask about our military discount!!  



With gratitude, we thank you for your business and wish you all a 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Frosty’s Heating and 

Cooling, Inc.  

3013 Colvin Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Daylight savings is approaching! Set your clocks back an 

hour on November 7th! 
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Last Farmers Market falls right before Thanksgiving 
The Fairlington Farmers Market wraps up 

another successful season on Novem-
ber 21, just in time for Thanksgiving 
shopping . Whether you’ll have a small 
or large meal, your neighborhood 

market has essential items on your list, 
such as fresh fruit and vegetables, breads, 

cheese, desserts, and more . Plan ahead for holiday gifts 
for the food-lovers on your list and stock up on honey 
and jam from Kuhn Orchards and Spring Valley Farm & 
Orchard, and coffee from Café Los Suenos .

The market enjoyed robust traffic throughout the year, 
with many new shoppers visiting for the first time . Here 
are some other highlights:

• Four new vendors joined the market, including 
Freed’s Biscuit Company, J’aime Madeleine, Old 
Blue BBQ, and Sweet Pea Farm .

• Caputo Brothers Creamery came to the market as a 
pop-up vendor .

• As of September 26, approximately 1,548 pounds 
and 75 boxes of produce were donated to the food 
pantry at Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church 
in Arlington . Thank you to Pleitez Produce, Spring 
Valley Farm & Orchard, and Kuhn Orchards for their 
generosity to our neighbors in need .

• To-Go, a system to make pre-ordering more con-
venient for shoppers, launched at the market this 
summer .

If you would like to join the market committee or have 
ideas for vendors and activities for our 2022 season, 
please contact fairlingtonfm@gmail .com .

—Lynne Blasi
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With gratitude
A special thank you to our dedicated volunteers and 
sponsors . The market wouldn’t exist without their 
continued help and support .

Volunteers: Zoe Fuller, Elizabeth Lawrence, Denice 
McCullough, K .M ., Dominic Rojas, Erin Treacy, 
Karina Valverde

Sponsors: Fairlington Citizens Association, Fairling-
ton Dental, Fairlington Presbyterian Church, Kay 
Houghton & Associates

Market committee: Melissa Beene (co-chair), Lane 
Erwin (co-chair), Lynne Blasi, Cheryl Goodman, 
Robin Habberley, Jeff Kost, Tracey McGovern

Market manager: Aisha Salazar, Eliot DeLaCruz 
Kriviski

Fairlington t-shirts and  
swag are a farmers market hit

Fairlington t-shirts, totebags, hats and more will be 
available for purchase every Sunday at the Farmers 
Market. 

Photos by Guy Land.
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Dianna L. Bentley
Licensed in VA and DC

Military Relocation Professional
U.S. Army, Retired

(703) 899-0677
dianna.bentley@longandfoster.com

Your Neighbors
Your Realtors

Selling? 
 Let us show you how to get top dollar 
for your home by taking advantage of 

the current hot seller’s market!

Buying?
 Our negotiation strategy will get you 
into your dream home in this highly 

competitive housing market!

Fairlington,
we’re here to support all 
of your real estate needs.

Chu Pak
Licensed in VA
(703) 969-3706

Chu.Pak@longandfoster.com

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900
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Fairlington HOA Presidents  
share neighborhood news in quarterly meeting

Guy Land, Fairlington Citizens’ Association (FCA) Presi-
dent, was the guest at the recent quarterly meeting of 
the Fairlington Presidents . Guy relayed information on 
numerous topics of interest to the Fairlington community: 
Park Shirlington, down the hill from Fairlington Villages, 
has agreed to provide affordable housing for the next 75 
years . The FCA supports and contributes funds to Fairling-
ton events such as the farmers’ market, movie night, and 
the blood drive on behalf of Children’s Hospital . 

The primary communication tool of FCA is the All Fair-
lington Bulletin (AFB) which is in hard copy and delivered 

to every household in Fairlington . The FCA has hired a 
specialist to study communication media to keep Fair-
lington residents apprised of events and issues pertinent 
to the community . One issue of interest is the fate of the 
vacant fire station located on S . 34th St . All want it to be 
put to good use and hope the County will include FCA in 
discussions regarding possible uses of the facility . 

Other big picture topics covered the success of the 2021 
pool season, a much brighter year than 2020 in lessen-
ing of restrictions and increasing pool hours; storm 
water management and the importance of keeping water 
away from Fairlington houses; and residents’ increased 
interest in electric vehicle chargers . 

The Commons is in the process of installing Electric Vehi-
cle chargers . A survey of its residents indicated that they 
would buy an electric vehicle if charging stations were 
available . Virginia law now states that an association with 
reserved and assigned parking spaces may permit a co-
owner to install a charging station in their assigned space . 

—Thora Stanwood

County moves forward with 
Abingdon street improvements

The county has begun work to install a new sidewalk on 
Abingdon St . between 31st St . and 31st Rd . The county 
board approved the funding for this project in April as 
part of the Neighborhood Conservation program . FCA 
supported the proposal .

In late October crews from the county’s Water, Sewer, and 
Streets Department were on site doing utility relocation 
work in preparation for the project . The county scheduled 
a final design meeting with representatives of Fairlington 
Villages and Fairlington Court, the landowners adjacent 
to the site, to scope out the final design for the project .

County staff expect to hold a pre-construction meeting 
about a week before construction is scheduled to start .

The project will install a sidewalk, curb, and gutter along 
the north side of Abingdon St ., diagonally across the 
street from old Fire Station 7 and the STEM Preschool . 

Funding for the project, which has an estimated cost of 
$394,694, comes from bond issues that Arlington voters 
have previously approved . 

—Guy Land

Fairlington ornaments, books, 
maps available for purchase this 

holiday season

The FCA and the Fairlington Historical Society (FHS) 
have a number of items for sale this holiday season 
including ornaments and the Fairlington architect’s 
map reproduction .

The price for each ornament is $10 and the map 
costs $50 . 

Place your order at www .fca-fairlington .org using 
PayPal or a major credit card .

You may pick up your order at the Fairlington Vil-
lages Management Office, 3001 S . Abingdon St ., 
during regular business hours . 

You may reach the office at (703) 379-1440 or 
office@fairlingtonvillages .com . If you have ques-
tions, please visit www .fca-fairlington .org .

http://www.fca-fairlington.org
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          Your Remodeling Company 

  
                    Bob DeLong 
                           General Contractor 

 

                      Phone:     703-815-3151 
                      Email:  dhidelong@aol.com 

  
  
  

 

 

We’ve just completed another whole-house remodel ! 
 

This time it’s ours….. and now it’s available FOR RENT ! 
 

    OPEN HOUSE     
 

2925 South Columbus Street 
 

Sunday November 14                            1:00-4:00 pm 
 

Everyone is invited -- Potential Renters and “Lookers” 
 
 
 

 

All New !       Every Level ! 
 

Clarendon ll townhome,  3 levels + attic,  2 bedrooms, 2 baths, patio  
 
 

Totally Remodeled this Fall : 
 

Brand new kitchen and bathrooms with high-end finishes….. 
sleek island kitchen with full-size pantry….. new stainless 
appliances….. two-tone cabinetry with rollouts….. quartz 
countertops….. gold fixtures….. deep ocean blue bath….. 
gleaming hardwood floors…..crown moulding …. oversize 
storage closet….. wall-to-wall shelving…..whole house just 
painted….. no paneling & no popcorn…..light-filled basement 
with wood-look tile floors..… Look out front onto lawn not a 
parking lot….. easy parking ….. brand new windows and newer 
HVAC means your electric bills are lower…..even the doorknobs 
are new! 
 

Available December 1, 2021  
 

PHOTOS at the Fairlington Real Estate Facebook page 
 

 

 

    Remodeled by:   DeLong Home Improvement    
Celebrating 16 years serving Fairlington ~ more than 750 projects to date!  
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Meet Norman & Draco: Unlikely roommates and best friends
We can’t always choose our room-
mates . But Draco, a 187-pound Great 
Dane and Norman, a 60-pound Ameri-
can Bully, both adopted from the 
Animal Welfare League of Arlington, 
found themselves facing this domestic 
dynamic . 

Norman thought he would be the only 
dog in the home he shared for 3 years 
with his Mom, Jenna, and Dad, Tim . 
When Draco came to their home in 
North Fairlington in March 2020 as 
a foster, he wasn’t supposed to stay 
forever . And then, he needed a major 
surgery…an operation equivalent to 
repairing a torn ACL, which required 
months of recovery . 

Something connected these two very different dogs that 
are now very close and bonded forever . They are best 
friends and have a lot to be thankful for this holiday 
season . How did they do it? 

Norman, you got a new roommate…a foster that ended up 
staying…. how did you adjust to that?

We have had a few fosters come through the house . 
Some have been good, and some have been a little wild 
for me . Draco was one of the wild ones . He never meant 
any harm, but the people had to keep him from sitting 
on me and stepping on me and stuff . I kept waiting for 
him to leave and here we are a year and a half later! I 
decided he’s allowed to stay . He lets me lick his food 
bowl after dinner . 

Draco, Tell us about your operation. Were you scared?

I got a little too crazy one day and got a limp . Mom and 
Dad said I needed the two metal plates and 12 screws 
in my leg to make me feel better so I could run again . 
The worst part of it was that I had to stay at the hospital 
overnight and I really missed my family . I was scared, 
but the people there were nice and took good care of 
me . The next morning, I was so happy to see my mom 
and dad . I tried to get in the car, but my leg didn’t work, 

so they had to lift my big body with 
all their strength!

What advice can you give other dogs 
when they hear the words ‘go to the 
vet’?

Draco: I definitely do not like to go 
to the vet . Especially now that my 
parents can’t come inside with me . 
Something about a “mandemic” or 
something? I try not to get out of 
the car, but someone always tricks 
me . Then I try to hide behind my 
mom, but she’s smaller than me, so 
that doesn’t work either . My parents 
also seem to be a little sad when I 
go to the vet, and they say we have 
to go so I can live a long, healthy, 

and happy life . My advice: be a chicken and try not to 
go but if that does not work, be brave and everyone will 
be really proud of you .

Norman, do you experience big dog/little dog syndrome? Or 
do you even notice Draco is larger?

I notice he’s bigger, because he sits on me all the time . 
But he’s finally getting a better about that . I never have 
little dog syndrome because I am still the boss!

Norman, you are a very friendly, happy dog. How do you 
explain your positive outlook? 

I am a “pawsitive” guy because I got a second chance! 
A lot of places are scared of dogs like me and they don’t 
put us up for adoption . A very kind person named Sam 
decided that I deserved a great life and took me off 
death row . I ended up at the Animal Welfare League in 
Arlington where my dad was a volunteer . He visited with 
me and took me home that night! I have sofas, snacks, 
walks, and car rides, what more could a guy ask for?

—Barbara Berti

fairlington
pet profiles

Interested in sharing your pet with Pet Profiles? 
Contact afbeditors@yahoo .com .

Draco and Norman, a Great Dane and 
an American Bully, snuggle on their 
Fairlington back patio. Photo by Jenna 
Makharita.
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Fairlington Window & Door 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

VA Class A License #2705169827 

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 15 years 

  

 
703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling 

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10% 

Come check out our 
fun soda, candy and 

other stocking stuffers!

1721 Centre Plaza, 
Alexandria

(Fairlington Centre)

Rocket Fizz Alexandria 
is your neighborhood store 

for holiday shopping!
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THE NICK MULLEN DIFFERENCE!

3341 S Stafford St | For Sale $574,900

Whether you are buying or selling, Nick xx 
skillfully positions you to have the upper xx 
hand! Nick has lived in Arlington for 15 years, 
owns 3 Arlington properties, and has an xxx 
extensive knowledge of Fairlington homes. 

Nick’s sellers benefit from Complimentary 
Home Staging (a savings of over 1% of the 
sale price) along with our team’s Seller 
Concierge Service, which allows clients to 
pay for home improvements at settlement. 

Nick’s buyers get the homes they want 
because he knows how to write winning 
offers and how to negotiate deals in a 
highly competitive market.

Contact Nick today — you deserve his 
Exceptional Service & Excellent Results!

NICK MULLEN 
Realtor®  | VA License  

nick@chrissyandlisa.com 
703.397.6161

www.chrissyandlisa.com 
#1 RE/MAX Team in VA 

RE/MAX West End | 710 W Broad St, Falls Church, VA 22046 | 703.596.5303

4650 36th St S #B2 | Under Contract! 3008 S Abingdon St #A2  | Sold $500,000

Gun violence at Bradlee shopping center  
drives increased security at local high school

The McDonald’s at Bradlee Shopping Center on King 
St . in Alexandria has been the site of several violent 
crimes in late September and early October . On Tuesday, 
September 21, a juvenile sustained non-life threatening 
issues after being shot in the arm . The incident occurred 
outside near the McDonald’s and the victim then fled 
to Duck Donuts to seek help . The teen received medical 
attention and is expected to make a full recovery . 

On October 5 around 2:20 p .m . there was a fight involv-
ing a knife between an adult male and a juvenile at the 
same McDonald’s . The juvenile was taken into custody 
while the victim was treated at the scene .

The following day, a student at Alexandria City High 
School with a handgun was taken into custody and 
charged with possession of a firearm on school property .

In response to the increase in crime incidents, Alexandria 
City Council voted to reinstate school resource officers in 
an effort to increase safety in the local community .

This is a reversal of a decision earlier this summer to 
remove the armed officers from the schools . School offi-

cials hope that the reversal will be temporary . 

Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson attributes the violence 
in part to the difficulties young teens are facing in navi-
gating the return to the classroom after so many months 
in quarantine at home . 

“We knew going in that this was going to be a challeng-
ing time, and I think that’s part of the reason we worked 
in partnership with the schools to expand those sup-
ports to help our kids, but we certainly have more work 
to do,” Wilson said in a FOX 5 news report . 

Several shop owners in Bradlee Center have expressed 
their concern about the increase in gang violence/gun vio-
lence and have called on the property management com-
pany to help with security for shop owners and shoppers . 

If you see anything suspicious, or for police emergencies, 
please contact the Alexandria Police Department by dial-
ing 911 . For non-emergency calls and general informa-
tion, please call 703-746-4444 .

—Barbara Berti

 
 

We work with these companies and 
more to get you the best coverage 

for the lowest price. 
 
 
 

        
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
Auto | Home |Umbrella | Life | Business | Flood 

  

Delvin Reed 

(703) 854-1596 
DTReed@aaamidatlantic.com 

6715 Backlick Road, Suite 204, Springfield, VA 22150 
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby . We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors . In Octo-
ber, we returned to Beckett’s for a well-attended meal . 

For November, here’s what’s planned: 

Tuesday, November 16, 6:30 p .m ., Ruthie’s All Day, 
3411 5th St S, Arlington, VA 22204, (703) 888-2841 . 
Their website says, “Ruthie’s All-Day is a family-friendly, 
all-day neighborhood restaurant and bar with a cus-
tom built wood burning hearth .” And here’s where 
to find the menu: https://www .ruthiesallday .com/
menus/#dinner-menu . 

If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in 
the previous month, send your email address to carol_
dabbs at yahoo .com

Book Group
Please join the Fairlington Book Group on Tuesday, 
November 30, to discuss Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de 
Bernieres .

The story, which takes place in Greece during World 
War II, “brims with all the grand topics of literature—
love and death, heroism and skull-duggery, humor and 
pathos, not to mention art and religion . . . .A good old-
fashioned novel .”—Washington Post Book World

We will meet either on Zoom or in the Fairlington Com-
munity Center (FCC) (3308 S . Stafford St .) at 7:30 p .m . 
Masks are required at all times inside the FCC . Please call 
Carol at 703-379-6840 to be added to our email list in 
order to receive details about our meeting location a few 
days in advance .

Join us for two virtual  
Fairlington Knits! and Crochets  

meet ups in November
Tune in online to join two Fairlington Knits! and Cro-
chets meetings in November: Monday, November 1, and 
Monday, November 15, from 6:30–7:30 p .m . 

Join fellow crafters for a virtual evening of knitting, 
crochet, and fellowship . Knitting/crocheting together, 
showing off our work, and talking with like-minded 
people helps us feel part of a community and has been 
proven to create a sense of calm .

We meet virtually, at the same time, on the first and 
third Monday of each month until we can meet in per-
son again . Log on to see what everyone is working on, 
ask for help/advice, or for inspiration for a project . All 
levels of crafters are welcome—beginner to expert . 

Email Turner for the log-on information to join the calls: 
Turnerwork@aol .com .

Fairlington Moms’ Club
The Fairlington Moms’ Club is a group where moms can 
meet friends, form a support network, and create oppor-
tunities for children . The Club organizes several commu-
nity service projects, routine playdates, craft days, family 
parties, and moms’ nights out . We have a great listserv 
for sharing advice and connecting with other Fairling-
ton families, as well as our own classifieds listserv . We 
welcome all Fairlington moms! Please email fairlington-
momsclub@gmail .com for further information .

Santa ride tentatively  
scheduled for December 11

Santa hopes to be coming to Fairlington on Saturday, 
December 11 . In what has become a treasured 

holiday tradition, Santa, and his firefighter 
friends from Fire Station 9, plan to 

ride the Firetruck through the 
neighborhood, waving to fans of 
all ages . 

Last year, the usual photographs with 
Santa and passing out of candy canes 

after the parade were canceled due to 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions . Details 
about restrictions and modifications this 
year are still in process . Keep reading 

The Bulletin for updates .
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Now’s the perfect time  
for a mortgage check-up  
Rates are at historic lows, which means now could be a good time to consider 
refinancing to a loan that better fits your needs. There are plenty of options and 
I’m here to help you make the best choice.   

 Nancy Donovan NMLS ID: 483536; DC - MLO483536, VA - MLO-11078VA, MD - 21884 | NMLS ID #2611, (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) (20211011-736406)

rate.com/nancydonovan    nancy.donovan@rate.com 

O: (571) 291-4632    (703) 408-8252 

VP of Mortgage Lending
Nancy Donovan

211 North Union Street, Suite 240, Alexandria, VA 22314

II''mm  aa  FFaaiirrlliinnggttoonn  hhoommeeoowwnneerr  
ttoooo!!

For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 25 years! 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

FOR THE LOVE OF HOME 

                     2 BR + 

                                  For Sale in Fairlington Villages

Considering making a 
move? Not sure how 
to get your home  
ready? Call me today

2810 S. Abingdon St #A 
          $529,900

Sunny Clarendon III model 
completely renovated top 
to bottom! New bathrooms, 
new paint, new light 
fixtures, door hardware, 
recessed lights and drywall 
in lower level. Expanded 
bath in LL with separate 
laundry area. HVAC 2017, 
open kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances and 
marble backsplash. 
Gorgeous refinished floors 
with dark stain. Cute patio! 
New energy-efficient 
windows on order! New 
White blinds! Don’t miss it! 
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Robin Mott 
VIRGINIA FIELD LEADER
SENEGENCE INTERNATIONAL

HTTP://WWW.SENEGENCE.COM/LIPSFORGRACE

Fairlington villages yard sale attracts 
hundreds of local bargain shoppers

 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND REAL ESTATE SALES 
We understand the need for close and personal handling of the many details home 
ownership entails. 
 
We always look after the best interests of our clients: 

• Seven-days-a-week service. 
• Extensive knowledge of market conditions and trends for both sales and rentals. 
• Personal inspections of each property.  
• Providing vendor suggestions for any repairs that may need to be done for renting, buying or selling your home. 

 

PROPERTY SPECIALISTS INC 
4600 Lee Hwy Suite D 
Arlington, VA 22207 

703-525-7010 
 

info@propertyspecialistsinc.com 
www.propertyspecialistsinc.com 

 
Open 7 Days/Week 

Licensed Realtors in D.C., Maryland, and Northern Virginia | Access to Bright MLS | Independently 
Owned & Operated Since 1983 

 Access to Bright MLS  

Independently Owned & Operated Since 1983 

 Access to Bright MLS  

Independently Owned & Operated Since 1983 
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★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★

ANGEL’S
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Angel updated our kitchen with a tray ceiling, recessed 
lighting, back splash, and new tile � oor. He also patched, 
painted, reframed and generally spruced our place prior to 
sale in 2018. He does great work at a reasonable price and I 
highly recommend him.

“

” —Mary � omasson, 
Former Fairlington owner

► All-new kitchens
► All-new baths 
► Repairs of any sort
► Granite countertops & 

backsplashes
► Ceramic, granite & 

marble tiles 

► Painting
► Plumbing
► Hardwood fl oors
► Crown molding 
► Drywall
► Electrical work…
► And much more!

(703) 307-4022 |  angelvillanueva33@gmail.com |  angelskitchensandbath.com 

Greetings! My name is Angel Villanueva, and I spent 18 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!
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down to earth
patio gardening
Now that we are in landscaping’s 
off-season, it’s time to plan ahead 
for next spring as well as correct 
mistakes we might have made out 
back . Being creative with landscape 
designs may morph into misgivings 
for the gardener . So, let’s examine 
some classic landscaping looks .

Culture: In landscaping verbiage, 
this means sun exposure, which is 
vital since some specimens need sun 
and others need shade . Morning sun 
is less intense than afternoon sun . 
South-facing landscapes tend to be 
warmer since they face the equator . 
West-facing landscapes are prone to 
more wind (which will dry out the 
soil in a plant’s root zone) . Partly 
shady means the sun’s rays hit 
your patio after beaming through 
a nearby tree filled with leaves . If 
there is a building blocking sunlight, 
that also alters sun exposure . Be sure 
to read the culture need of a plant 
you plan to install in your garden .

Ground cover: These are plants 
with no verticality . They grow later-
ally over the soil . Like mulch covers 
the soil, ground covers do the same 
thing . They are low-maintenance (in 
terms of watering or pruning) and 
most prefer shade . Left unattended 
they can become high-maintenance . 
I have seen them crawl up a plant’s 
main trunk as well as run over the 
stoop, patio, fence and get caught in 
the A/C compressor vents . So, if you 
choose to plant pachysandra, peri-
winkle, ajuga, ophiopogon, ivy, or 
lamium, be mindful of their growth 
habits .

Mulch: Readers of this column 
know I prefer to mulch modestly . 
Pile it too thick and you may invite 
rodents and earthy odors . Shred-
ded hardwood ages in large clumps . 
Silver dollar tends to gray around 
the edges . If you are a DIY gardener, 
you know how heavy mulch bags 
can be . So, buy small bags (2 cubic 
feet) and spread them modestly . 
My favorite is Virginia Pine Fines . 
It has a cinnamon color, is the size 
of a quarter, and offers texture to a 
garden “floor .” A heavily mulched 
garden will erode onto your patio in 
a thunderstorm or tornado .

Trees: We’ve seen the giant oaks 
and maples hulking over a patio in 
Fairlington . Their roots will buckle 
a concrete patio and run under a 
fence and into a neighbor’s patio . 
So, think about dwarf trees . The 
smaller the tree, the fewer (and 

thinner by diameter) the tree roots . 
Check these dwarfs: japanese snow-
bell, American dogwood, weeping 
cherry, pendulous Japanese maple, 
crape myrtle “tonto,” “zuni” or 
“hopi” and serviceberry .

English Garden Look: Stay away 
from this one: it is dynamic, but 
busy . Very busy . And when plants 
are clustered together, they require 
frequent pruning and watering . 
Such a mish-mash is confusing 
when trying to differentiate one 
specimen from another . It’s never 
wise to have branches from one 
specimen growing into those of 
another . Instead, it becomes messy 
and cluttered . Out-of-control plants 
will rob needed sunlight from 
another plant .

—Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Winter tips for well-maintained landscaping

This ivy ground cover offers a lovely solution for shady bare areas, but has to 
be watched closely to prevent it from invading other areas. Photo by Regina 
Bethencourt.



32 www.fca-fair l ington.org

  SQUEAKY SUBFLOOR? NO PROBLEM!

  WE SPECIALIZE IN SUBFLOOR REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS


  QUALITY WATERPROOF FLOORING FROM 1.79/SFT!

  UPDATE THE LOOK OF YOUR HOME FOR LESS! 


  HARDWOOD FLOORING INSTALLATION

  SOLID HARDWOOD WITH WHOLESALE PRICING!


  HARDWOOD FLOOR REFINISHING

  BRING BACK THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF YOUR HARDWOOD!


  NEXT DAY CARPET INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!

  OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK, UNBEATABLE PRICES!


CALL OR TEXT PETER TODAY! 
703-926-6740 
peter@petersflooring.net 

 

703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA
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p. 813-502-7995
www.evgsolutions.org

Contact

WHAT’S UP?
Find out what’s going down around town 
with a subscription to the Sun Gazette!

• Local News, Events & Information; Local Jobs •  
Real Estate • Classifieds • Puzzles • Sports & So Much More

Find it in print and online!
Sign up for 

our weekly 
& weekend 

E-editions!textSUNGAZETTE to 22828

The Sun Gazette
Local News & So Much More

In Print & Online
703.771.8800 | www.SunGazette.news

52 Weeks for $99

Order aSubscription
Order Today!
Contact Vicky 703.771.8800
vmashaw@sungazette.net
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Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes . 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years . Convenient evening 
and weekend hours . 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents . Visit www .
cpa-coker .com for more information, 
directions . Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included . 
703- 931-3290 . 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers: Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more . Private session or create a 
class . www .moorethanyoga .com . 
703-671-2435 .

IRS ENROLLED AGENT can prepare 
your individual, business, amended 
and prior year income tax returns, and 
respond to IRS and state tax letters . 
Bookkeeping services also available . 
Flexible time and place appointments . 
Please visit www .alexandria-tax-
bookkeping .com for more information, 
or call Christine at 703-407-7545 or 
email: christine .atb3@gmail .com .

Mini-ads
LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more . Contact 
Allegiance Property Management –info@
allegiancepm .com, 703-824-4704, or 
www .allegiancepm .com

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’s LANDSCAPING will give 
your patio a makeover . We’ll install a 
flagstone patio over the existing concrete 
pad & stoop before designing & install-
ing a new perimeter garden planting . 
This is our 31st year serving homeowners 
in Fairlington and surrounding region . 
Email Bill at billsullivan41@gmail .com or 
call 571-213-9567 .

Home 
Improvements

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Home and office repair, 
rental maintenance, painting, drywall 
repair, pressure washing, minor 
electrical and plumbing, to do lists and 
more . Free estimates, fair pricing and 
friendly service . Since 2008 . Fairlington 
references available . Tim Miles cell 443-
995-3825 . timmiles74@gmail .com .

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service . Your Fairlington 
specialist . Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal . 
Free design services . Free estimates . 
VA . Class-A lic ./ins ., fast turn around 
time . 20 years N . Va . Experience . Joel 
703-929-4676 . 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician . Lights, fans, panel 
replacements . Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703-314-1287 info@
allegroLLC .net

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc . Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering . 25 years of experience . 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable . 
Licensed, bonded, insured . References 
available . Free estimates . Steve Chute . 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450 . Chute285@
aol .com .

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs . Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting . Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www .
staplesremodeling .com .

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall . Class A license . Call Mario 703-
501-7506 . mzambrana60@yahoo .com

House Cleaning
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Thanks to our great customers, we 
have reached our 43rd anniversary! We 
are family-owned and operated . For a 
free estimate call 703-820-8635 or text 
571-243-7263 .

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced . Good references . Flexible 
scheduling . Reasonable rates . We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp . We bring our 
own equipment . Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices . For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335 .

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at  

www .fca-fairlington .org .

 
IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters.  
 

Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience.  

   

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545 or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com         

www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com   
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PET SERVICES
HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services . homealonefelines@gmail .com; 
703-671-5504 ; www .hafr .org 

Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references . 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, 
move in/out, windows and offices . Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned . Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol .com 

MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable . BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE . Window cleaning 
now available . LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED . 15 years in Fairlington . 
Fairlington references available . 703-
820-1808 . Visit our website at www .
michelesmaids .net

Enhance your community by  
volunteering for FCA activities.

Join the Fairlington conversation on Facebook at the 
Fairlington Appreciation Society .

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th of the 
preceding month (November 10 for December issue) .

• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association .”
• Pay via PayPal at fca .fairlington .ads@gmail .com .
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop off at 

FCA drop box .

Email: admanager@fca-fairlington .org

Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 
22206-0182 .

Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 3308 
S . Stafford St . (Hours: 8 am–9 pm, M-F, 8 am–5 pm, Saturday; 
closed Sunday .)

Cost: 50 cents per word .

Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, email 
address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for options) . 

Established by a USMC Veteran
 & a veterinary technician duo.

Your pet's second best friend

luckypawspetsitters.com
contact@luckypawspetsitters.com

In -home pet  s i t t ing
Drop- in  v is i ts

Dog walking
Doggy Daycare

Overnights



Jan.2020 

Arlington Sales Office | 703.522.0500 | 4600 Lee Hwy, Arlington, VA 22207   

Barbara Kirkland 
703.405.5920 

BarbaraK@LNF.com 

Joanne Ritchick 
571.215.3350 

Joanne@LNF.com 

Megan McMorrow  
703.403.5543 

Megan@LNF.com 

Patricia Quinlin 
703.835.7312 

PatQ@LNF.com 

Nov. 2021 

Reach out to these experienced agents for real estate services in Fairlington and beyond! 

4684 36th St S #A 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/1BA *Essex Model* 
Under Contract! 

Listing Price $425,000 
Listing Agent  
Kay Yancey 

Julie Flory 
703.599.3111 

Juliet.Flory@LNF.com 

3430 S Utah St #A 
Arlington, VA 22206  

3BR/2BA * Dominion Model* 
Under Contract! 

Listing price $635,000 
Listing Agent  

Julie Flory  

3574 S Stafford St 
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA *Clarendon Model*  
For Rent! 

Listing price $2,700/month  
Listing Agent  

Joanne Ritchick  
Kathy Koerner 
571.489.9903 

Kathy.Koerner@LNF.com 

Kay Yancey  
703.201.4292 

Kay.Yancey@LNF.com 

Sherry Schaffer 
703.402.9113 

Sher-

4717 31st St S #B1 
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/1BA *End Staunton Model* 
 

For Sale! 
Listing Price $415,000 

Listing Agent  
Lynn Robinson-Gant 

4647 30th Rd 
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA *End Clarendon II Model * 
For Sale 

Listing Price $490,000 
Listing Agent  

Barbara Kirkland  

4216 35th St S #A-1 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/2BA *Barcroft Model* 
For Rent! 

Listing price $2,300/month 
Listing Agent  
Sandra Graves  


