
County board member Vihstadt to 
address FCA in November

Arlington County Board 
Member John Vihstadt will 
be the guest speaker at the 
Fairlington Citizens Associa-
tion meeting on Wednesday, 
November 8, at 7 pm at the 
Fairlington Community 
Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. 
Vihstadt will be ready to 
discuss issues affecting the 
county and issues of direct 
relevance to Fairlington. 

Currently, Vihstadt is 
focused on three major 
county issues. First, he is 
concerned with shaping 
and managing the county’s 

growth as the population rises and the demand increases for both pro-
grammed and non-programmed green spaces, parks, fields, and other com-
munity infrastructure. 

Next, Vihstadt seeks to shore-up the troubled Metro system through a 
combination of administrative and managerial improvements, enhanced 
oversight, and employee productivity reforms, along with a new, permanent 
dedicated funding stream provided by all participating jurisdictions. 

Finally, he would like to see the county meet public schools’ capacity chal-
lenges and the educational needs of Arlington children through better 
collaboration with Arlington Public School Board counterparts and program 
efficiencies.

Of recent note, in August, Vihstadt was one of two county board members to 
vote against a moratorium on creating new or changing current residential 
parking permit zones. The county plans to study the permit program over 
two years, but Vihstadt thought the timing of the moratorium was unfair to 
those with pending requests. 

In September, Vihstadt joined with the four other board members to unani-
mously approve a ban on keeping wild and exotic animals as pets, including 
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Arlington County Board Member John Vihstadt 
visits with FCA President Guy Land at this 
year’s Fairlington Fourth of July celebration. 
Photo by Chris Weathers. 
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting November 8
Special presentation: Arlington County Board Member 
John Vihstadt will discuss issues affecting the county and 
issues of direct relevance to Fairlington.

Regular board business: 
•  Approval of October minutes
•  Officer and committee reports
• Unfinished business
• New business
Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,  
www.avatar-systems.com.

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
 Officers Directors
 Guy Land, President Hugh Baumgardner
 Jonathan Ansley, Vice President Jennifer Davies
 Ed Hilz, Treasurer Kent Duffy
 Lindsay Willmann, Secretary Evan Harvey
  Chris Weathers

Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org

All Fairlington Bulletin
Published monthly by the FCA
Circulation: 3,449 households

Editor: Christine Chirichella
Advertising Manager: Beth Andrews
Distribution Manager: Noemi Riveira

—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy.
Send material on disk with paper proof to: 

FCA • PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182
Email editorial announcements to: 

editor@fca-fairlington.org
Email commercial and mini ads to: 

admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Drop off location: Drop box in the Fairlington

Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
of the month preceding desired publication date. Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to Beth 

Andrews at 571-403-1942.

Ad Size Height Width Rate
1/8 page 2 3/16 in. 3 5/8 in. $47
1/4 page 4 5/8 in. 3 5/8 in. $94
1/2 page 4 5/8 in. 7.5 in. $195
Full-Page 9.5 in. 7.5 in. $395
Back Cover (Full Page) 9.5 in. 7.5 in. $505
Full-Page Insert (1 Side) 11 in. 8.5 in. $525
Full-Page Insert (2 Sides) 11 in. 8.5 in. $570

Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by the FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ 
products or services. AFB reserves the right to refuse any ad-
vertisement based upon either content or artistic expression. 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
the FCA or its board members. AFB reserves the right to edit 
or refuse contributions. All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified.

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2017, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by Global Printing, Inc.

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
 202-225-4376
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Evan Harvey, Trey Hawkins, Guy Land,  
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Some images in this publication may be  
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president’s 
Message

November 19 brings to a close a very successful year for the Fairlington 
Farmers Market, a season marked by increased attendance, new vendors, and 
widespread community support. 

When FCA first launched the discussion of having a farmers market, almost 
five years ago, we weren’t sure where this conversation would lead. But you 
quickly told us this is something you wanted FCA to explore, and we assem-
bled a very dedicated volunteer team to craft a proposal to Arlington County. 

We said this would be a neighborhood market, designed for residents of Fair-
lington and the surrounding neighborhoods. We hoped it would become a 
community gathering place, where neighbors and friends would come, often 
on foot, to visit and chat. It was not intended to be a destination market for 
people who live outside the immediate area. 

We’ve achieved our vision. According to an informal survey taken at the 
market in early September, 58 percent of market patrons live in Fairlington, 
while another eight percent live in Parkfairfax. 

The market’s success can be measured in various ways: the continued par-
ticipation of vendors for whom the volume of sales justifies their time and 
expense (the vendors pay a fee); increasing foot traffic as the market retains 
prior customers and attracts new ones; and word-of-mouth enthusiasm about 
the market, as people linger to visit with neighbors. 

We’ve succeeded on all three measures: We’ve kept our nucleus of initial 
vendors and added a couple more this year. Foot traffic has generally been 
up this year over last year. And the local “buzz” about the market resulted 
in Edible DC magazine selecting our market as one of three finalists for best 
farmers market in the D.C. area. (We went to print before we knew the final 
outcome of the voting.)

There are two keys to the market’s success—our affiliation with Field to Table, 
which also operates the highly successful Westover and Marymount markets 
in Arlington, and a dedicated cadre of reliable volunteers. 

Field to Table’s management experience and financial resources enabled the 
Fairlington Farmers Market to get off on a solid operational footing, and its 
expertise and staff continue to support market decisions.

But it’s really the Fairlington volunteers who make the market work—coordi-
nating with the vendors, greeting market customers with a warm smile each 
Sunday, and managing the preferences of shoppers. We owe all of them our 
thanks. They have helped the market become an important part of life in 
Fairlington. 

Guy Land, FCA President 
president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
Election Day
Tuesday, November 7
Polls open 6 am to 7 pm

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, November 8, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Veteran’s Day observed 
Friday, November 10
FCC Closed

Thanksgiving holiday
Thursday, November 23 to Friday, 
November 24
FCC Closed

Fairlington Diners
Monday, November 27, 6:30 pm
Clyde’s
1700 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria, VA

Book Group
Tuesday, November 28, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fall is here

Outdoor decorations across Fairlington 
mark the arrival of the fall, Halloween, 
and the coming Thanksgiving holiday. 
Photo by Guy Land.
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Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Fairlington residents sound out I-395 walls
The October FCA meeting featured a robust discussion 
on the merits of a sound barrier along I-395. The FCA 
frequently advocates for local residents as the larger 
region copes with escalating traffic and infrastructure 
demands. The construction of HOT express lanes along 
an eight-mile stretch of highway (from Edsall Road to S. 
Eads St.) will inevitably bring more noise to Fairlington, 
especially for those homes closest to the I-395 corridor. 

The entities responsible for I-395 design and construc-
tion—the Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT), Transurban, and AECOM—all sent represen-
tatives to speak at the meeting. Geoff Vetter, AECOM 
Public Information Officer for the I-395 Express Lanes 
project, presented a series of slides and did most of the 
talking. He laid out the timeline of this multi-year proj-
ect, including the current phase. 

The official noise impact report (Draft Noise Abatement 
Decision Report, or NADR) has been completed; it iden-
tifies the individual units that are “impacted and ben-
efited” and thus eligible to vote on whether they want 
sound barriers. Only those units may vote. Neither the 
condo associations nor FCA is eligible to vote. 

Units on the southbound side of I-395 will vote first, 
with the units on the northbound side getting ballots 
a few weeks later. Eligible Fairlington Villages residents 
were sent ballots in late September. 

Those that received a ballot will have 21 days to return it. 
The ballot will include an overview of the voting process, 
information on the location of the proposed sound walls, 
and aesthetic and design information. Votes are based on 

a simple majority. If 50 percent or more of initial bal-
lots are returned, the majority outcome of the vote will 
decide whether sound walls will be built or not. 

If less than 50 percent of initial ballots are returned, a sec-
ond round of ballots will be distributed by certified mail 
to recipients who did not respond to the initial ballot, 
and residents will have 14 days to return the ballot. The 
majority outcome after the second ballot will be decisive.

As the details of these sound walls emerged during the 
discussion, many residents raised concerns. The pro-
posed walls are 25 feet high, which will impact sight 
lines and sunlight for residents on lower floors. The 
walls also require 10 feet of clear space on either side, 
which will require the destruction of a fair number of 
trees and shrubs around the neighborhood perimeter. 
And the walls themselves may only provide five decibels 
(dB) of noise reduction, according to designers. 

The number of official voting residents is small, accord-
ing to Vetter, and based on proximity and noise dynam-
ics. Not every vote bears equal weight. Residents are 
divided into “impacted” and “benefited” categories. 
An impacted resident is expected to experience high-
way noise above a 67 dB threshold; benefited residents 
would, in theory, get five dB or more of noise reduction 

from the wall. And within these categories are subcat-
egories: Owner/resident votes count more than owner/
non-residents, and both count more than renters. 

Several attendees were surprised to learn that renters 
even got a vote, because the sound wall project creates 
many years of residual impact. Others asked Vetter if 

Fairlington Mews resident Kay Yancey discusses the sound 
wall options with Jaret Demcher from McCormick Taylor and 
Ray Rivas from AECOM at the October FCA meeting. Photos 
by Guy Land.

Paul Nishimoto with VDOT explains a slide in the I-395 
express lanes presentation.  

Continued on page 21
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

& Associates
Keller Williams Metro Center

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite100 Arlington, VA 22201 
703-224-6000www.khassociates.com

703-CALL-KAY   

hello@khassociates.com

FAIRLINGTON
MARKET UPDATE
AVAILABLE NOV 1

2017 QUARTER 3 REPORT
Get your free copy at www.khassociates.com/fairlington

Discover the Kay Houghton and Associates Difference
Kay and her team were wonderful to work with in our 

home buying and selling adventures!...Even when 
things were hard or challenging in the process, they 

really eased the conversation with trust and 
understanding ... they helped us get our previous home 
on the market that same week, just to get it sold in 5 

days! When looking to buy or sell in Fairlington, 
Kay is your go to girl. She will find what you want and 

work tirelessly to help you get it. 
Thanks for everything Kay and team! 

“

“

We are committed to providing our clients a 
five star experience. Invite us in for a 

complimentary, no pressure, pre-listing 
consultation to discuss: 

• Stress free repair planning
• Vendor referrals 

• Our pre-listing & social media 
marketing plan

• Complimentary staging options
• Professional photography 

Looking for more information?
www.khassociates.com/why

Amanda - Fairlington Resident
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General election coming up Tuesday, November 7 
On November 7, Virginia voters 

will elect the Governor, Lt. 
Governor, and Attorney 
General, along with 
members of the Virginia 
House of Delegates. And 
they’ll do it the old-

fashioned way, with the 
return of paper ballots. 

According to Edgardo Cortés, Virginia’s commissioner of 
elections, all of the commonwealth will use paper bal-
lots and electronic scanners to ensure voting and tabula-
tion are secure.

In-person absentee voting runs through November 4, 
though the deadlines for both voter registration and 
to apply to have an absentee ballot mailed to you have 
passed.

Local Elections
Arlington voters will elect one person each to the county 
board and to the school board. Candidates for Arling-
ton County Board include Democrat Erik Gutshall 
and Independents Audrey R. Clement and Charles A. 
McCullough. 

Candidates for school board are Alison Priscilla Dough, 
Monique C. O’Grady, and M. D. “Mike” Webb.

Alexandria residents will vote in two unopposed local 
races: Democratic candidate Dana A. Lawhorne is run-

ning for sheriff and Democrat Bryan L. Porter is running 
for the commonwealth’s attorney. 

Statewide Voting
The Democratic candidate for Governor is Lt. Governor 
Ralph S. Northam and the Republican candidate is GOP 
consultant Edward W. Gillespie. Libertarian candidate 
Cliff D. Hyra will also be on the ballot.

For Lt. Governor, the Democratic candidate is Justin E. 
Fairfax and the Republican is Virginia State Sen. Jill H. 
Vogel. 

Candidates for Attorney General are Democrat Mark R. 
Herring, who was elected Attorney General in 2013, and 
Republican John D. Adams. 

In Arlington, incumbent Democrat Mark H. Levine is 
running unopposed for the House 45th District, which 
includes all of the Arlington part of Fairlington. In 
Alexandria’s 46th District, which has the part of North 
Fairlington that is in Alexandria, Democrat Charniele L. 
Herring runs unopposed.

There are no referendums on the ballot for Arlington or 
Alexandria. 

All polling places are open from 6 am to 7 pm. Take a 
valid photo ID, and reading glasses may be helpful for 
the paper ballot. If you’re unsure where to vote, visit 
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/
PollingPlaceLookup.

—Christine Chirichella

A steady stream of voters dropped by the Fairlington 
Community Center voting precinct in last year’s election. 
Photo by Guy Land. 

Voting  
location updates
North Fairlington: Voters 
in precinct 22 will once again cast 
their votes at the Fairlington Villages 
Community Center, 3005 S. Abingdon 
St., due to construction soon to be completed at 
Abingdon Elementary, the usual voting location.

South Fairlington: The polling place will be at the 
Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. 

Alexandria residents who live in Fairlington: 
Vote at the NOVA Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus Dr.
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Farmers market wraps up third season on November 19
The Fairlington Farmers Market is open for a 
few more weeks—come out and enjoy the 
fall bounty and get a head start on your 
holiday meal planning and shopping! Fall 
at the market means apples, beets, broccoli, 
cabbage, greens/spinach, herbs, peppers, 
potatoes, and much more. 

Edible DC Awards
Our market was honored to be selected as a finalist 
for Best Farmers Market in the Edible DC Awards! As a 
young and newer market, we’re thrilled to be recognized 
in the same category as the other two finalists, Columbia 
Heights and Takoma Park, both well-established markets. 

“The Fairlington Farmers Market’s recogni-
tion as one of the premier weekly markets 

by Edible DC is a testament to both the 
persistence and hard work of the market’s 
volunteer committee, and the incredible 
support of the market by the Fairlington 
community,” said Rob Swennes, Executive 

Director of Field to Table, the organization 
that owns the market.

The awards celebrate community, sustainability, and 
economic growth, and each category had two winners: A 
Judge’s Choice Award and a Community Choice Award. 
Thanks to everyone who voted for us! We know how 
passionate our neighborhood is about the farmers market 
and appreciate your support. (Winners were announced 
October 16, after the Bulletin went to press. Visit www.
fairlingtonfarmersmarket.org to find out the results.)

2017 market highlights
• Our two new vendors this season have done well 

and quickly became mainstays for the market. Hog 
Haven’s breakfast sandwiches are becoming famous, 
and Sexy Vegie’s soups and prepared foods ensure 
the vegetarians and vegans among us have options 
at the market as well. 

• This year’s focus on marketing and increasing foot 
traffic has paid off. We’ve seen an increase in foot 
traffic and vendors report seeing new faces at the 
market. Best of all…sales are up by about 30 percent. 

• People come for fresh food and stay for connec-
tion and community. As a market centrally located 
within a residential area, we’re a bit different than 
other farmers markets. People linger to visit with 
neighbors, families walk or bike to the market and 
stay to have a picnic, new arrivals in the neigh-
borhood stop by the market information tent 

Thank you to  
sponsors and volunteers

The market wouldn’t exist 
without the support and 
help from our dedicated 
sponsors and volunteers—
thank you so much for 
everything you do! The 
vendors and market com-
mittee greatly appreci-
ate your commitment to 
ensuring that Fairlington 
residents have this won-
derful market right here in 
our community. 

Sponsors: Copperwood Tavern, Fairlington Citizens 
Association, Fairlington Presbyterian Church, and 
Jennifir Birtwhistle, Realtor with Weichert, Realtors

Volunteers: Jeannine Christian, Madeleine Clarke, 
Gail Crider, Leslie Frank, Debbie Grant, Martha 
Hulley, Arnie Malin, Tracey McGovern, John Miley, 
Marta Pineda, Monika Schiller, Enrique Salazar, 
Warene Garmeson Sheridan, and Erin Treacy

Market committee: Co-chairs Lane Erwin and 
Melissa Beene, Lynne Blasi, Eliot DeLaCruz Kriviski, 
Cheryl Goodman, and Jeff Kost

Market manager: Aisha Salazar

Thanks for shopping at the market and see you next 
year!

Volunteers were key to 
the market’s success.
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to inquire about places to get shoes repaired or 
recommendations for bike trails, shoppers bring 
visiting family and friends along on their weekly 
visits, and kids kick a ball around on the soccer 
field or shoot hoops on the basketball courts while 
their parents shop. 

• The search for additional vendors for 2018 contin-
ues. We have two to three more spaces for vendors 
and continue to search for dairy/milk/yogurt (they 
are hard to come by!). If you have suggestions for 
vendors for next year or would like to submit an 
application, let us know at www.fairlingtonfarmers-
market.org. 

—Lynne Blasi
Photos by Guy Land.

Customer map results
Did you take part in the customer map survey at the 
market in September? By placing a pin on the loca-
tion of your residence, you helped us and Field to 
Table, the market owner, learn more about where our 
customers come from. Field to Table operates three 
markets in Arlington and did the same survey at the 
other markets. Here are some key findings:

• The number of households living within a radius 
of 1/4 mile from the Fairlington market is more 
than twice as many as those who shop from 
within the same radius at Field to Table’s other 
two markets. 

• Among the three markets, our market also domi-
nates in terms of customers coming from within a 
1/2-mile radius from the market. 

• 58 percent of the market’s customers are Fairling-
ton residents; eight percent of customers live in 
Parkfairfax. 

• A surprising number of Alexandria residents living 
across Route 7 from Fairlington or further east into 
Alexandria visit the market.

Market customers used push pins to indicate where they 
live.
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UNLIMITED CLASSES 
FOR JUST $70 PER MONTH

Shirlington Village  I  2900 S. Quincy Street
Arlington, VA 22206

www.theenergyclub.com 

703-824-0600

Limited Time Offer 11.30.2017*Enrollment fee. See club for more details. Must be 18 years or older, local 

residents & first-time guest. ID REQUIRED. Some restrictions apply.

RECENTLY RENOVATED CLASS STUDIO AND UPGRADED GYM EQUIPMENT

YOGA . PILATES 
ZUMBA . BODYPUMP
BODYFLOW . TABATA 
BOOT CAMP . SPIN

ENJOY YOUR FIRST 30 DAYS FOR JUST $30!
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FiOS has arrived in the Arbor
FiOS has finally arrived in South Fairlington. Subscriber 
use of the service became available to the Fairlington 
Arbor in late September. The Arbor is the first Fairlington 
association to be online. Chris Hornback, Arbor President, 
states “Many of our residents have been anxiously await-
ing FiOS and the [in-unit] install work is now underway.” 

Delivery of FiOS will then be rolled out association-by-
association in South Fairlington. Service in the Mews 
is expected be on as of this publication date, followed 
shortly by the Meadows and then the Glen, and then 
the remaining associations. Residents will receive mailers 
as availability draws near; several different introductory 
packages and rates will be available for combinations of 
internet, TV, and phone service. Additional package infor-
mation is also available at www.verizon.com/fios/2sc.

Louise Anderson, Verizon FiOS Franchise Service Man-
ager, states, “Verizon has begun providing service to 
HOAs in South Fairlington, and will begin working in 
North Fairlington after the South is completed.” 

Residents of North Fairlington will have to wait a little 
longer for the service. Fairlington Villages recently sent 
final drawings reflecting correct hub locations to Veri-
zon. Verizon will then complete the detailed designs 

that will be sent to the construction contractor. Instal-
lation of wiring is expected to begin this year and last 
about eight weeks. Availability for subscriber use is antic-
ipated for the third quarter of 2018. 

—Rebecca Sayres and Kent Duffy

Help us celebrate  
Fairlington’s 75th!

Fairlington turns 75 next year. The first units were rented 
in the spring of 1943. The FCA, in collaboration with the 
Fairlington Historical Society, is seeking ideas to appro-
priately mark this milestone in our community’s history.

We’ve set up an online form for you to offer suggestions 
on how to honor the 75th anniversary—from selling 
unique Fairlington items (such as reproductions of early 
photos) to a community reception to an extended his-
tory walk. Or you may come up with other ideas that we 
never thought about. 

Take a couple of minutes to give us your ideas about 
how to celebrate this important neighborhood occa-
sion. Go to the FCA website, www.fca-fairlington.org, 
and click on the 75th anniversary survey link. The FCA 
board will discuss your suggestions at its annual meeting 
on December 13. 

Spotlighting Fairlington’s boundary stone
The removal of the old Mews boundary fence along 
King St. (see story on page 19) provided an opportunity 
for a fresh look at Fairlington’s boundary stone, one of 

the 40 original stones 
used to mark the 
boundary of the new 
national capital (the 
District of Columbia) 
in 1791–92. 

The boundary stones 
represent the nation’s 
oldest federal monu-
ments. Farm plows 
had destroyed the 
top of the Fairling-
ton stone by the 
early 1900s. With the 
widening of King St., 
the stone was moved 
to the right of way 
to prevent further 
damage. 

Each fall, a bike ride around all of the boundary stones, 
sponsored by Boundary Stone DC, commemorates these 
historic treasures.

—Guy Land
The Fairlington boundary stone. 
Photos by Guy Land. 

FCA President Guy Land and Fairlington Historical Society 
Trustee Patty Clark stop to take a selfie while cleaning the 
boundary stone enclosure.
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A busy Fairlington Fall
Fairlington pulsed with a variety of fall activities in 
October, including the annual open house at Fire Station 
7, the Commons Arts and Crafts Festival, and Cub Scout 
Troop 350 selling popcorn. Photos by Guy Land. 
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
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Fairlington Villages to adopt new trash policies
The September issue of the Bulletin reported on two rac-
coon attacks in July that generated widespread commu-
nity concern, local news coverage, and ongoing discus-
sions on Facebook. 

More important, the attacks prompted the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), Virginia 
Department of Health, and Animal Welfare League of 
Arlington to notify Fairlington Villages condo associa-
tion that its procedure for trash removal was endangering 
people and creating a public health concern, and that the 
association had a legal requirement to change its trash pol-
icies. Continued placement of trash on front porches, or 
in common areas, not within a container that will restrict 
access by raccoons, would be considered a violation of law.

As a result, the Fairlington Villages Board of Directors 
authorized the immediate purchase of new trash recep-
tacles and adopted an interim trash policy in the two 
Wards where the attacks occurred. The board also hired 
two wildlife management firms to trap and remove rac-
coons. Finally, it tasked the existing Ad Hoc Trash Work-
ing Group with researching the problems and options, 
and recommending policies, procedures, and a resident 
communication strategy for the association.

The next step is for the Fairlington Villages Board of 
Directors to evaluate comprehensive trash removal and 
recycling strategies, with the end goal being a revised 
policy for the entire association. 

Throughout September, the management office dis-
played three new receptacle options for the residents to 
review. In October, options were presented for conceal-
ment of the receptacles. 

The board is soliciting and collecting residents’ input 
as it explores these new options through surveys and 
a series of ward meetings. Board President Terry Placek 
states, “The Fairlington Villages Board of Directors is 
committed to exploring and deliberating all options and 
listening to all. We hope everyone will keep an open 
mind, provide us feedback on the three prototypes, and 
attend the ward briefings.”

Once the information has been gathered, and in consul-
tation with government agencies and the association’s 
trash contractor, a community-wide plan that includes 
community education will be put into place. The plan is 
expected to be completed and voted on at the February 
2018 board meeting.

—Christine Chirichella

Fairlington’s Cub Scouts to collect food for AFAC in November
Cub Scout Pack 350 will collect food 
in Fairlington for the Arlington Food 
Assistance Center (AFAC) through 
Scouting for Food, a convenient and 
highly successful annual food drive, 
starting on Saturday, November 4, 
with food pickup Saturday, November 
11. Scouting for Food brings together 
Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Venture 
Crews in neighborhoods across the 
Northern Virginia metropolitan area 
to collect food donations for local 
food banks. 

Cub Scout Pack 350, a charter of 
Fairlington United Methodist Church, will be respon-
sible for both North and South Fairlington. “Our Cub 
Scouts love seeing how much food Fairlingtonians give 
to this worthy cause,” says Pack 350 Committee Chair 
Elina Erlendsson. “And Fairlingtonians love how much 
energy these kids put to helping their neighbors in 
need.”

On Saturday, November 4, the Cub 
Scouts (with help from parents) will 
distribute special Scouting for Food 
shopping bags to Fairlington homes. 
If residents are interested in donating 
food, they should place their dona-
tions in the Scouting for Food bags 
and set them outside their front doors 
by 9 am on the morning of Saturday, 
November 11, for the Cub Scouts to 
collect. 

The Scouts will be uniformed, in 
teams, and accompanied by parents 
in automobiles. They will only pick 

up donations placed outside front doors; they will not 
knock on doors to solicit contributions. If a donation 
is not picked up by noon on November 11, residents 
should contact Trey Hawkins, Pack 350’s Scouting for 
Food Chair, at treyhawkins@gmail.com and a Cub Scout 
and parent will come to collect the donation.

Continued on page 21

Last year’s Cub Scout food drive was 
a big success. Photo courtesy Cub 
Scout Pack 350.
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Mitch Curtis 

202.557.1893-C 

703.224.6115-D 

 
MitchCurtis.com



Satisfied customers say:
When it comes to heating and air conditioning, 
there’s only one name anyone should even 
think about—that’s Frosty’s.

— Rick Micker, Former Fairlington Condo VP

I am writing to tell you about how satisfied 
I am by the work your employees did. Your 
employees were so careful with my new paint 
and newly refinished floors. I was very pleased 
by the care taken to clean my air ducts. I would 
recommend your company to others.

— Denice McCullough, 
Fairlington Resident

 
 

 
Our air conditioning and heating company will 
service, repair or replace your heat pump, 
air conditioner, furnace, or water heater at the 
best prices around! 

Ask about our guaranteed lowest pricing.

Why you should call now:
	 Certified,	licensed	&	bonded
 Satisfaction guaranteed
 Emergency service—365 days a year
 Prices will beat the competition
 Free estimates for replacements and installations 
 Economical maintenance agreements
	 Exceptional	familiarity	&	experience	with	Fairlington	equipment
	 Frosty’s	is	owned	&	operated	by	Fairlington	resident	since	1991
	 Thousands	of	satisfied	customers—see	our	testimonials!

I couldn’t be happier with my decision 
to go with Frosty’s. The price was right 
and the quality of the materials and 
craftsmanship was outstanding.

— Edward Getterman, 
Fairlington Resident

Only one coupon per customer please. Coupons may not be combined. 

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

 *
FRosty’s Will MAtCH Any 
CoMPEtitoR’s sERViCE oR 

MAintEnAnCE CouPon!
* Must be pre-approved at tiMe of scheduling.

Voted one 
of the best 
heating	&	air	
conditioning 
providers by 
the readers 
of Arlington 
Magazine.

 Attention Fairlington!
FALL Check-Up 

 Time Is Here!

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

TUNE-UP
NOW JUST

FALL
$99.95
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*

Bring it on. As Trane Comfort Specialists™ we are equipped to 

meet any challenge because we’re committed to being the best in 

class in installation and customer service. Combine that with no

interest if paid in full within 

15 months* on qualifying 

purchases and you have an 

offer that’s too good to let pass.
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MOMS Club® Consignment 
Sale a huge success 

The MOMS Club® Fall 2017 Consignment Sale on Sep-
tember 23 was a huge success! 

More than 40 sellers, most of whom are MOMS Club 
members, entered nearly 5,000 items for the sale. The 
day yielded nearly $10,000 in sales, with some addi-
tional funds brought in through the sale of a limited 
number of early shopping passes. 

Eighty percent of the proceeds go back to the sellers, 
and the balance is donated to Arlington Food Assistance 
Center’s (AFAC) Backpack Buddies program, which sends 
food for the weekend home in the backpacks of Arling-
ton students living in food insecure households. This 
year the donation to AFAC was close to $1,600.

As always, the sale relied heavily on a group of volunteer 
coordinators and dozens of MOMS Club members, who 
spent Friday and Saturday setting up the sale, organizing 

items to be sold, running the registers, helping shoppers, 
and finally packing it all up at the end of the day. 

Many of the sellers donated some or all of their unsold 
items to My Grandmother’s House, a locally based char-
ity that gives the items directly to Virginia families liv-
ing in poverty. They have picked up the donated items 
for several sales now, and shared that the moms who 
receive the donations have come to feel like Fairlington 
mothers really care about them and are looking out for 
them. The MOMS Club couldn’t agree more and was 
blown away, as always, by the members’ generosity. 

The semi-annual sale will be held again in February or 
March of 2018. Be sure you like and follow the sale’s 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Fairlington-
MomsClubConsignmentSale) for updates.

—Lucy Beadnell

Green county  
decal must be displayed by 

November 15
Per the county treasurer’s office, the green 2017–18 car 
decal must be displayed by November 15 on the front 
windshield of every car domiciled in Arlington, to indi-
cate payment of personal property tax—and to avoid 
a ticket. Police will ticket vehicles garaged, stored, or 
parked in the county that do not display a valid decal. 

You must pay all personal property taxes and any out-
standing debt, including parking violations, to receive 
your vehicle decal from the treasurer’s office. For any 
decal-related questions, call 703-228-4000 or go online 
to the county website and search “car decal.”

alligators, tigers, venomous snakes and reptiles, rac-
coons, and squirrels. He also voted with his colleagues 
to approve a one-time funding of $100,000 for the Legal 
Aid Justice Center to provide emergency immigration 
legal aid services for county residents. 

At the meeting, Vihstadt looks forward to discuss-
ing current development happenings and community 
engagement opportunities. 

Vihstadt was elected to the Arlington County Board in 
April 2014 in a special election to complete the unex-
pired term of Chris Zimmerman.

—Michelle Woolley

Vihstadt, continued from page 1

Photo by Lucy Beadnell. 

Photo by Sheri Weathers.
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I wanted to share our communities’ experience (Hol-
landtowne, Parkside at Alexandria, Brookville-Seminary 
Valley Civic Association) with VDOT when it proposed a 
sound wall as part of its 2013 project for the I-395 ramp 
and auxiliary lane ramp for Seminary Lane. 

We opposed the wall and voted it down but will be 
required to vote again due to VDOT’s 2016 Express Lane 
Project. I would like to share our objections with your 
residents as they make up their minds on how to vote. 

1. Decrease in property values 
Property values of those residential properties adja-
cent to the noise barrier walls may decline as much 
as six percent in the short run, and by 11 percent in 
the long run. Search online for: “The Effect of Noise 
Barriers on the Market Value of Adjacent Residential 
Properties,” International Real Estate Review, 2007, 
Vol. 10 No. 2: pp.113–130. 

2. Dramatic loss of green spaces and green hori-
zon bordering I-395

3. No significant noise reduction 
According to VDOT’s own 2013 Preliminary Noise 
Analysis Technical Report, “The construction of a bar-
rier between I-395 and N. Van Dorn St. would have 
no impact on present noise levels along N. Van Dorn 
St.” (as measured by their receptors). The justification 
VDOT gives for the wall is based on VDOT-projected 
sound levels that will occur in 2042.

My recommendations for Fairlington homeowners:

When it comes time to vote, the most important thing 
for a community to have is access to as much informa-
tion as possible.

1. Go to VDOT’s website (http://www.virginiadot.
org/projects/resources/NorthernVirginia/I-395_
Noise_Tech_Report_August_2016.pdf ) and carefully 
examine its Noise Technical Report Analysis Report 
and pay CLOSE attention to the sound wall maps 
that cover your area. The removal of trees, bushes, 
and green areas will be severe. According to VDOT’s 
Right of Way Technical Report, the wall will remove 
1.28 acres of trees and bushes along Fairlington’s 
northern and southern I-395 borders. They will 
be replaced with a 15–30-foot wall that will block 
views, result in a loss of air circulation, and create a 
feeling of confinement.

2. Drive from Seminary Rd. to Edsall Rd. and 

back to see how a VDOT sound wall looks and 
impacts the green area along I-395. Also, drive down 
N. Van Dorn St. from Seminary Rd. to Sanger Ave. to 
observe our section where we were able to defeat the 
construction of a wall. Observe VDOT’s replacement 
landscaping, which is inadequate. 

3. Research the impact the wall will have on 
property values. See my recommended article and 
do research on your own.

4. Encourage all eligible to vote when the time 
comes. 

Best wishes, 
William Rougle 
Vice President, Hollandtowne HOA

Letter to the Editor

Editor’s note: The All Fairlington Bulletin welcomes 
letters to the editor and will print them as space permits. 
However, the opinions expressed are those of the writer 
and do not represent endorsement by this publication or 
the FCA. In addition, the AFB reserves the right to edit 
letters for length or clarity, and the AFB may refuse to 
print letters that are not appropriate for a community 
newsletter.

Master Gardener tribute bench 

County officials and staff, along with local Master 
Gardeners and Arlington County’s Virginia Cooperative 
Extension Agent Kirsten Conrad, celebrated the rib-
bon cutting for the Master Gardener tribute bench and 
garden on the grounds of the Fairlington Community 
Center. Photo by Tamara Daily.
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Mews begins fence replacement:  
A note from the president

The Mews started its 
fence replacement 
project on September 
25 after more than a 
year’s worth of plan-
ning. We opted to 
replace the old chain 
link fence on the King 
St. border with a solid 
wooden one to help 
shield us from the 
noise and exhaust 
pollution. 

We also removed the 
Photinia hedge that 
ran along King St. 

because a lot of it was dead or diseased and it was expen-
sive to maintain. Once the hedge was gone, it became 
apparent that we had a serious issue with trash that had 
previously been concealed, so we paid thousands to 
remove bricks, hubcaps, and even furniture. 

We also had to get a site survey done because the Mews 
borders property owned by the City of Alexandria along 
King St., as well as the Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation at the entrance ramp to I-395. 

Lastly, we found out through Miss Utility that a large gas 
line runs along the length of King St., so the gas com-
pany has to be onsite for safety reasons as the post holes 
are being dug. 

The project was estimated to take three weeks and we 
just may meet that timeline. Once it’s done, there will be 
a gate on the Mews’ side for easy viewing of one of the 
original District of Columbia boundary stones that is now 
clearly visible in its enclosed green cage along King St.

—Renee Powlette, Fairlington Mews Board President

“Hometown Habitat”  
draws sellout crowd

Every seat in the house was filled at the special screen-
ing of “Hometown Habitat: Stories of Bringing Nature 
Home” on September 18 at the Fairlington Community 
Center. The entertaining and compelling documentary 
showed the necessity of using native plants in residen-
tial landscapes to sustain our local ecosystems and the 
web of life. 

We learned that abundant native plants are required for 
the survival of insects, birds, and all living creatures—
including humans! We also saw how native plants and 
native animals evolved together over millennia and 
require each other to survive, and that non-native plants 
(ornamentals) cannot and do not support local ecosys-
tems. The movie makes this easy to understand, and 
shows how practicing backyard environmentalism with 
native plants is the wave of the future.

The film was followed by a lively Q&A session with 
expert panelists to discuss how to adopt native planting 
into our communities, and when to change outdated 
landscape practices that can be harmful. The panelists 
were Rod Simmons (Natural Resources Chief for the City 
of Alexandria), Kirsten Conrad (Extension Agent, Arling-
ton Cooperative Extension, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources), Joanne Hutton (Audubon at Home Ambas-
sador and Steering Committee for Plant NOVA Natives), 
and Emily Ferguson (Master Naturalist, Tree Steward, 
and beekeeper). 

Since the event, attendees have written to say they are 
modifying their HOA’s landscaping plans to feature 
native plants, and their personal gardens, as well. People 
attended from all Fairlington condo associations, Wind-
gate II, Arlington Ridge and Forest, Fairlington Towne, 
Parkfairfax, Rosemont, Arlington, Alexandria, and even 
McLean, D.C., and Maryland.

Special thanks to Fairlington Villages, the FCA, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, and Plant NOVA Natives for 
sponsoring the event. Carol McCaffrey of Fairlington 
Villages and Scott Knudsen of Parkfairfax organized 
and hosted the event.

—Carol McCaffrey

Work moved quickly on the Mews 
fence project. Photo by Guy Land.

An enthralled crowd watches the free screening of “Home-
town Habitat” and learns about supporting ecosystems with 
native plants. Photo courtesy Carol McCaffrey.
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®
Equal Housing Opportunity.

PLUS:
Ask me how
to save up to

$10,000
in closing

costs!

Logan M. Goolrick
REALTOR®
300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314
Office 703-836-1464
Fax 703-836-5864
Mobile 571-354-0678
logan.goolrick@penfedrealty.com

A home is more than just a decision. That’s why you need an
agent who is more than just a salesperson.

Whether you are buying your first home or selling your tenth,
my experience and resources will help you get results. This
means in addition to guiding you through the transaction, I can
also offer concierge services, including renovation estimates,
mortgage services and more!

 

 

 

 
 
If you’re looking for a quality, caring animal hospital for your 
furry family member, come and meet the dedicated team at 
Fairfax Animal Hospital. Call us today at 703-820-2557  to 
schedule an appointment!  

5818 D- Seminary Rd, Falls Church, VA 22041  

Phone: 703-820-2557 

Learn more at: www.fairfaxanimalhospital.com 
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voting residents knew enough to make an informed 
decision—if perhaps the ballots were sent before all the 
facts were made plain. 

FCA President Guy Land asked Vetter and his team if 
any official estimate of the number of affected trees had 
been done; others asked if any plans had been made to 
replant those trees elsewhere. The answer, in both cases, 
was no. The condo associations, according to Vetter, are 
not given a vote in this process, but any landscaping 
accommodations would be negotiated with them. 

There is also the potential that VDOT will need to 
acquire small amounts of property from the adjacent 
condo associations to provide an adequate buffer for the 
walls. While this could potentially result in an eminent 
domain enforcement—where VDOT takes the land, no 
matter what—Vetter said the goal is to negotiate an 

I-395 sound walls, continued from page 5

Geoff Vetter of AECOM reviews the overall plan for sound 
walls on I-395. Photo by Guy Land.

Proposed sound walls for Fairlington would likely resemble 
this design. Photo courtesy AECOM.

acceptable arrangement with the affected landowners.

Conceding the points raised by residents at the meet-
ing, the assembled agency representatives quickly agreed 
to a few changes in course. First, voters could decide to 
change their votes if already cast. Second, Vetter’s team 
will work with the condo associations try to meet with 
the most immediately affected owners (near the area of 
King St. and S. 30th St.) in order to better explain the 
project. Third, FCA pledged to put more information 
(including the meeting presentation itself) on its web-
site. Finally, VDOT said that it would consider re-send-
ing (or re-scoring) the first round of voting ballots. 

—Evan Harvey

FCA to elect  
board members next month

Looking for a way to get involved in your community? 
Have some ideas for ways to make Fairlington even bet-
ter? Want a good outlet for your volunteer energy? Then 
consider serving on the FCA Board.

Board members are volunteers who serve one-year 
terms. All nine positions are up for election at this year’s 
annual meeting, December 13.

The board meets monthly, coordinates a variety of com-
munity events, and serves as Fairlington’s voice in deal-
ing with local jurisdictions. Individual board members 
are on point for specific activities or initiatives, while the 
group as a whole examines larger issues that affect the 
community or enhance the quality of life in Fairlington.

If you would be willing to volunteer a few hours a 
month, consider this important leadership position. 
Anyone interested in serving should email FCA Vice 
President Jonathan Ansley, vp@fca-fairlington.org. 
For more information, contact any current FCA board 
member.

—Guy Land

AFAC provides supplemental groceries to more than 
2,000 Arlington families per week. Last year, Scouts 
delivered 60,600 pounds of food to AFAC through Scout-
ing for Food.

To learn more about Cub Scout Pack 350, please visit 
http://pack350.mypack.us.

—Trey Hawkins

Cub Scouts, continued from page 15
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For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20 years! 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

For the love of home! 

    80% of my business 
comes from referrals or 

repeat clients   

Thinking of selling? Give 
me a call today! 

   Coming Next… 
  Updated Georgetown model 

Rare Georgetown Model! 
2 BR/1 Bath, 2 levels + 
laundry in shared 
basement. 
Beautifully updated, 
freshly painted, newly 
refinished hardwood 
floors and more! 

3332B S. Wakefield Street

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In 
October, we visited Laporta’s for the first time in several 
years, where we enjoyed Italian fare, and had our regular 
half-price burger night at Ramparts. 

For November, we’ll have just one event, to allow space 
on our calendars for Thanksgiving. 

Monday, November 27, 6:30 pm, Clyde’s, 1700 N. Beaure-
gard St., Alexandria, VA, 703-820-8300, www.clydes.com. 
This is a local favorite, nearby with easy parking. The crab 
cakes are a favorite with a number of the regular diners. 

Because we do need a reservation, please call Carol at 
703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, no later than 6 pm 
on Sunday, 11/26. Leave a voicemail if you don’t reach 
her—include your name and how to contact you the day 
of the event, in case plans change. 

Also, you may want to plan ahead for our annual holi-
day luncheon: Friday, December 15, 12:30 pm, L’Auberge 
Chez Francois in Great Falls, VA. 

If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in the 
previous month, send your email address to carol_dabbs 
at yahoo.com. 

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group in November to discuss 
A World Lit Only by Fire, a history of the Middle Ages to 
the Renaissance by William Manchester.

“Manchester describes the transition of the medieval 
mind, ‘shackled in ignorance, disciplined by fear, and 
sheathed in superstition,’ into the Renaissance mind 
with villains such as Cesare Borgia and Torquemada and 
heroes such as da Vinci and Magellan.” —Library Journal

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins. No commitment required! We are meeting on 
Tuesday, November 28, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. We hope you’ll 
join us.

Card players welcome
Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of 
Canasta. Some card playing experience is helpful, but we 
are happy to teach you the rules of Canasta. The group 
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near Fair-
lington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids, or an 
afternoon to yourself, join the Fairlington Babysitting 
Co-op. For more than 30 years, Fairlington families have 
been exchanging free babysitting services using a card 
system. It’s perfect for parents who would like to know 
dependable adults to watch their children and meet 
other families in the community. Email the coordinator, 
at fairlington.babysitting@gmail.com to request more 
information and an application.

Fairlington MOMS Club®

The Fairlington MOMS Club® is a group for moms of 
young kids to find friends, get support, and have play 
opportunities for the kids. The Club participates in a 
number of annual service projects to help our com-
munity, four big annual parties, routine playdates and 
crafts, and moms’ night outs. We have a great listserv 
for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairlington 
families. We welcome all moms! Please email fairlington-
momsclub@gmail.com for information on joining and 
visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com. $30 in 
annual dues goes to support the club’s work and service 
projects. The Fairlington MOMS Club is the local chapter 
of MOMS Club International.

Audubon-at-Home  
Ambassadors needed

Audubon-at-Home Ambassadors visit properties at the 
request of homeowners to provide advice on planting 
natives, removing invasives, and other wildlife habitat 
improvements. The program will offer a training ses-
sion Friday, November 3, (time and location TBD). Email 
audubonathome@folhc.org for more information.
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Your protection
is personal. 
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business. 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  © 2016 Nationwide NPO-0194M1.2 (01/16)

      Michael L. Travis      
TRAVIS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.       
(703) 931-6677       
travism@nationwide.com               

 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

      Appliance                                   

 
1-year full warranty on all work! 

 
 

or Call Now (703)982-1100 
 

Yelp, Angie’s List, Google 

Repair99.com 
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Down to earth
patio gardening
Unless you favor green, there isn’t 
much color left in the winter land-
scape except for the Blue Atlas Cedar 
and Blue Spruce trees. Evergreens 
become prominent, as do the trunks 
of deciduous trees. On your winter 
walks, check out the following speci-
mens at eye-level. You’ll discover 
there is some color, after all.

Chinese Elm: Many are on the 
medians along Fairlington’s streets. 
Visit one on the S. Utah St. hill (next 
to the fire hydrant). Its bark is gray 
with brown spots. Beneath that is an 
orange under-skin.

Sycamore: One stands where S. 
36th St. and S. Utah St. meet. The 
thick trunk is a smooth mixture of 
light gray and charcoal. Beneath 
those colors are splotches of ivory. 
One Sycamore (corner of S. Abing-
don St. and S. 30th St.) has splotches 
of tan on its trunk.

Dogwood: This tree features bark 
in imperfect squares that feels like 
cork board when you dig in a fin-
gernail. Its reddish leaves dropped 
in mid-October. Besides this sketch-
work bark pattern, you will notice 
shiny red seeds (drupes) which birds 
devour. There’s one to the right of 
the Fairlington Dental entrance on 
S. 31st St. 

White Ash: It almost resembles an 
alligator’s back standing on end, 
with gray, vertical plates of silver 
bordering jet-black crevasses. Notice 
the spent flowers—green ovals that 
hang in panicles like charms off the 
branches. One sits 60 feet to the 
right of the parking lot entrance at 

the Fairlington Community Center, 
just inside the black fence along the 
sidewalk.

Beech: These trees offer a stark gray 
surface that is soft and smooth. They 
can be seen from a distance when 
growing in the forest. This is the 
“tree of lovers,” where you’ll find 
initials carved within a heart on 
the bark’s surface—it’s that soft and 
smooth. However, there are unfortu-
nately none in Fairlington.

Lacebark Pine: This has one of 
the prettiest bark patterns. Etched 

along its trunk are rectangular 
indentations. There is a grove 
growing between the Presbyterian 
Church playground and Menokin 
Dr. just across King St. from South 
Fairlington.

Cherry: Six trees line the median 
at S. 33rd St., just off Quaker Ln. 
Notice the concentric lenticels 
(actually pores) that are raised off 
the silvery bark surface. Visit here in 
late March, early April for a dazzling 
cherry blossom display.

Crape Myrtle: This is another 
exfoliating tree trunk whose peels 
are funneled and dark brown. The 
species, ‘Fauriei’ has large, burnt-red 
splotches on its tan trunk. There are 
two small trees with these displays 
at the entrance to Fairlington Court 
on S. 31st St. Another, much larger 
one anchors the right edge of 4711 
S. 29th St.

Dawn Redwood: There’s one about 
30 feet to the right of the Long & 
Foster entrance on S. 31st St. Notice 
the 1/4-inch-long needles and then 
look at the dark brown bark with an 
orange underside.

Juniperis (Red Cedar): This tree 
has a twisted trunk with gray verti-
cal strips of bark. Beneath these 
pieces is a smooth, apricot-colored 
under-skin. You’ll see some along S. 
32nd St., just beyond the right-cen-
terfield outfield fence at the softball 
diamond.

 —Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Finding color and texture in winter trees

Fairlington Crape Myrtle trunks. Photo 
by Guy Land.



26 www.fca-fair l ington.org

A/C, HEATING & PLUMBING SPECIALISTS

(703) 764-0005
www.DMselectservices.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED,
PROVIDING OLD-FASHIONED

SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST.

FREE ESTIMATES
ON NEW SYSTEMS

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Subject to credit approval. See dealer for details.

REPLACEMENT HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS INSTALLED

prices starting at

$4,999
With coupon only. Not valid with any other offers. Call for details. Restrictions may apply. 

HEAT PROBLEMS?

FREE
DIAGNOSTIC

No Service Fee
With coupon only. Not valid with
any other offers. Call for details.

Restrictions may apply.

HEATING
SYSTEM

CHECK UP

$49
With coupon only. Not valid with
any other offers. Call for details.

Restrictions may apply.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?
FREE SERVICE CALL
FREE DIAGNOSTIC

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. Call for details.

Thank you Fairlington for 
your patronage! 

Fresh food at reasonable 
prices! 

Serving Greek and Italian favorites in the Bradlee Shopping Center for 34 years! 
Dine In or Carry Out 

Bradlee Shopping Center 

3648 King St, Alexandria, VA, 22302 

(703) 671-0250 

alexandriaitalianfood.com 

Check us out on Facebook and Google Business! 

We will be closed on Thanksgiving 
Day! We wish all our customers a 

wonderful holiday! 
Tired of the turkey? We reopen 

the day after Thanksgiving! 
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abingdonschool news
Abingdon students “Strive for Five”
Students at Abingdon Elementary 
School have learned a new pledge 
this year, which they recite every 
day after the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The “Strive for Five” pledge encour-
ages students to strive for excellence 
by being safe, respectful, respon-
sible, prepared, and mindful.

Each morning, students recite:

I will STRIVE FOR FIVE.

I will be safe by keeping my hands, 
feet, and objects to myself.

I will be respectful by using words 
that are kind and positive.

I will be responsible by making 
choices that help myself and others.

I will be prepared by being ready to 
learn.

I will be mindful by being aware of 
my thoughts, feelings, and actions.

I will STRIVE for Excellence within 
myself and in my community.

The Strive for Five pledge is posted 
throughout the school to ensure 
consistent expectations in all areas. 
For example:

• Be Safe—by walking at all times, 
being aware of others, keeping 
hands and feet to yourself, using 
all equipment properly, report-
ing problems to an adult

• Be Respectful—by respecting 
students, teachers, and staff; 
using kind words; inviting oth-
ers to join in; respecting others’ 
spaces and belongings

• Be Responsible—by being in the 
right place at the right time, 
picking up after yourself, com-
pleting tasks

• Be Prepared—by listening to 
teachers’ directions and being 
where you are supposed to be

• Be Mindful—by being aware of 
your body and voice, focusing 
on taking care of your needs, 
taking a breath if things don’t 
go your way

To kick off the new program, stu-
dents and staff participated in a fun 
assembly, where they learned a new 
“Strive for Five, Strive for Excel-
lence” song written by Abingdon 
Music Teacher, Eric Green. Students 
also performed songs and skits to 
teach their peers each of the Strive 
for Five tenets. 

Education  
through the arts
Abingdon is continuing its success-
ful Project GIFT program (Guiding 
Instruction Through Fine Arts and 
Technology), by integrating arts and 

technology into daily instructional 
practices. Abingdon has an ongoing 
partnership with The John F. Ken-
nedy Center’s CETA Program (Chang-
ing Education Through the Arts). 
The partnership provides staff with 
professional development activities 
in arts integration and students with 
the opportunity to attend fine arts 
events and work with visiting teach-
ing artists within their classrooms.

Project GIFT includes:

• Staff-wide training provided by 
the Kennedy Center

• School-wide implementation of 
arts and technology integration 
strategies

• Arts coaching provided by Ken-
nedy Center experts

• Special courses in all grades, 
including architecture, living 
histories, science lab, Spanish, 
and instrumental music 

• Increased opportunities for 
parent and community involve-
ment with evening events, such 
as Library Nights and Project 
GIFT Showcases

—Carrie Lewis

Abingdon music teacher, Eric Green, 
leads students in the Strive for Five 
song. Photo from Abingdon Twitter 
Account, @AbingdonGIFT.

First-graders learn social skills through 
movement as part of the CETA 
program. Photo by Nicole Jondahl. 



28 www.fca-fair l ington.org

Services
BABYSITTING. Red Cross certified 
middle school babysitter available 
weekends, holidays. Responsible. Great 
with children. References available. Have 
lived in Fairlington 11 years. Contact 
Gabriella at smithkz@umich.edu or 
202-306-7317,

INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years. Convenient evening 
and weekend hours. 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents. Visit www.
cpa-coker.com for more information, 
directions. Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included. 
(703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers:. Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will troubleshoot problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment. Jim (703) 820-8767.

Mini-ads
IRS ENROLLED AGENT  can prepare 
your individual and business income 
taxes, provide advice, and respond to IRS 
and State tax letters. Bookkeeping and 
Small Business / Government Contractor 
support services too. Former Fairlington 
resident with 25 years of experience. 
Flexible time and place appointments. 
Visit www.alexandria-tax-bookkeping.
com for more information, or call 
Christine R. Coker at 703.407.7545. 

FRESH FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS. 
For your Home, Business, Celebrations 
& Events. Delight someone special 
or treat yourself! Free Delivery in 
Fairlington. Floral subscriptions 
available. Talk to Eva at Floral Focus By 
Design LLC 703.829.5527 or contact@
floralfocusbydesign.com. 

LUXURIOUS IN-HOME MASSAGE. 
Enjoy a restorative massage in 
the comfort of your home by an 
experienced, fully licensed Parkfairfax 
therapist for a very affordable price. 
Therapeutic and relaxing 70-minute 
massage for $70. First-time special: 90 
minutes for $80. Call Mark Herrenbruck, 
Encore Massage. 703.987.0283.

TRAINER. Trainer with over 20 years 
experience for strength, flexibility or 
boxing. Numerous past and present 
clients from Fairlington. Call Don for 
consultation at 571-286-8544.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
COACHING. Have a behavior you want 
to change? Exercising more? Better 
nutrition? Certified Health & Wellness 
Coach (CHWC) who will provide 
structure, accountability, and support 
in helping you achieve your health & 
wellness goals. Offering Fall Special – 4 
sessions/$100 (usually $125/session) 
Contact Katherine Smith at smithkz@
umich.edu: 202-306-7317.

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. This 
month is a good time to plant since 
our nights are cooler. And any month 
is suitable for a clean-up and mulching. 
Contact Bill at Sullivan’s Landscaping. 
E-mail or call. billsullivan41@gmail.com 
571.213.9567

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

Home Improvements and Repairs. 
Serving Fairlington since 1978. Hundreds 
of bathrooms and kitchens renovated. 
Other services include painting, 
plumbing, window repairs, leak detection 
and correction, dryer vent replacement, 
regrouting, recaulking, drywall repairs, 
etc. Call Vic Sison at Fairlington 
Maintenance Service 703-379-7733. 
E-mail vsison0117@yahoo.com.

BATHROOM RENOVATION SALE. 
Example: Clarendon II. New tub, faucets, 
toilet, tiles for wall and floor, vanity 
and top, painting, medicine cabinet, 
light fixture. Labor included. $6,900. 
Fairlington Maintenance Service. Call 
571-212-4151 or 703-379-7733.

DOOR SOLUTIONS. A Fairlington doors 
expert. 1,000’s of pleased customers. 
For contact, scheduling, and useful 
door information, please visit: www.
doorsolutions.biz

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text
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INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. Pro-
fessional, clean, neat, reliable. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Steve Chute. 571-216-
9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@aol.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall. Call Mario 703-501-7506. 
mzambrana60@yahoo.com

House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
703-820-8635. We are family owned and 
operated serving Fairlington since 1978. 
Your neighbor is our best reference. Call 
for a no obligation free estimate and 
detailed explanation of our service.

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS:  Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master electri-
cian. Lights, fans, panel replacements. 
Licensed, insured credit cards Allegro 
LLC 703 314 1287 info@allegroLLC.net

HANDYMAN/MASTER CRAFTSMAN. 
Built-ins, cabinets, closets, carpentry, 
drywall, interior doors, crown molding, 
chair rail, tile, sinks, faucets, disposals, 
toilets, ceiling fans, lighting, painting, 
bathrooms, kitchens, plumbing, 
electrical. Damon Blackburn 703-966-
7225. www.firstratehandyman.com. 
Damon.blackburn@yahoo.com

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text 
703-629-1970.

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services. homealonefelines@gmail.
com; 703-671-5504 ; www.homealone.
petfinder.com

PET LOVERS. Responsible, loving 
care for your cats and dogs. Middays, 
weekends, holidays. Serving Fairlington 
since 1998. Bonded and insured. Call 
703-941-6113.

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 

Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th 
of the preceding month (Nov. 10 for Dec. issue).
• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens 

Association.” 
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop 

off at FCA drop box.
• Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA 

drop box.
Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org

 
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, 
VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 
3308 S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am – 9 pm, M-F, 
8 am – 5 pm, Saturday; closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word. Examples: “998-0000” and 
“stove” = one word; “interior/exterior” = two words.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, 
email address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for 
options).

Worshiping Christ the King
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 

1801 North Quaker Lane • CTKAlexandria.org
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Fairlington Window & Door 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

VA Class A License #2705129199  

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 

We’ll beat any licensed 
contractor’s offer on 
kitchen or bathroom  
renovationWe’ll beat 
any licensed We’ll beat 
any licensed contractor’s 

We’ll beat any licensed 
contractor’s offer on 
kitchen or bathroom  
renovations by 10%!  

HAPPY VALENTINES  DAY 

 

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com 

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10% 

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 12 years 

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the 
Neighborhood on the Listing • Broker’s Open • Open Houses  
Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: UVA Undergrad, 
Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public Relations 
(Georgetown)) • Extrovert • Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local 
(Third Generation)  • Third Generation NOVA Realtor  
ParkFairfax Resident • Military Relocation Professional 
Certification • I have a vendor/ contractor list

What I offer:

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional
Keller Williams Realty Capital Properties
4031 University Drive, 5th Floor
Fairfax, VA 22030

C: 703-963-4505 • O: 703-964-1290 
mwhall@kw.com •  Fax: 703-964-1292

Licensed in Virginia and DC
marlenehall.kwrealty.com

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

$1650/ month 2BR/2BA • ALL UTILITIES
INCLUDED 5340 Holmes Run Parkway #304,
Alexandria, VA, 22304, Available Now

6623 10th Street, B2, Alexandria, VA (repre-
sented the renter and listing)

1919 N Quaker Ln, Alexandria, VA 
$319,500 2BR/1BA

Five Star ratings on Zillow

Just Sold: 
3202 Wellington Rd, Alexandria, VA 
ParkFairfax $275,000

Rental Closed:
6066 Wooten Dr, Falls Church, VA 
(represented the renters)
(beat out two other applications)
Under contract:
5264 Ballycastle Circle, Alexandria, VA
(beat out two other offers)

Rental Closed: New Listing: For Rent:

Marlene is on top of her 
game nothing will pass by her 
through the entire transac-
tion.  She is always available.  
Knows the DMV area very 
well.  Is committed to getting 
what you want.

- Abel (buyer)
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BRINGING YOU HOME



Our office has been located in the  
Fairlington Community since the 1970’s!  

 WE are your neighborhood experts! 
4800 S. 31st Street, Arlington, VA  22206 

office #  703.998.3111  

Did you know?  We have an on-site notary.  Monday-Friday 9-5pm  
Call 703.998.3111 to schedule an appointment. 

Listed for $449,000 
2931 Columbus Street, S B-1 

3BR/2BA Ashlawn 
Julie Flory 703-599-3111 

Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Please join us on November 4, 2017 in DC for the  
American Heart & Stroke Association Walk.  If you are interested in 
joining us to walk, or would like to make a donation to our official 

page please go to 
 http://www2.heart.org/goto/arlingtonalexandria 
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Listed for $529,900 
3074 Glebe Road 

Arlington, VA  22206 
Arlington Ridge Terrace 
Neil Kelly  703-965-3013 

Listed for $219,900 
3309 Wyndham Circle #1183 

Alexandria, VA  22302 
Pointe at Park Center 

Pat Shannon 571-237-4767 

Listed for $424,900 
1050 Stuart Street #617 
Arlington, VA  22201 

Ballston Park 
Kristin Usaitis 703-863-0367 

Listed for $209,700 
3309 Wyndham Circle #1177 

Alexandria, VA  22302 
Point at Park Center 

Rob Chamberlain  202-486-5930 

Listed for Rent $2750/mo. 
 4710 31st Street, S  
(Fairlington Court)  

2BR/3BA/1HBA 
Julie Flory 703-599-3111 

Listed for Rent $2500/mo. 
4855 28th Street, S #A2 

2BR/2BA Mount Vernon 
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350 

Listed for Rent $1880/mo. 
2864 Abingdon Street, S 
2BR/2BA Clarendon II 

Nancy Kozlowski 703-887-4099 Listed for Rent $2200/mo. 
4829 29th Street, S 

2BR/2BA Clarendon II 
Harry Bowen  904-738-4419 

Listed for Rent $1550/mo. 
2994 Columbus Steet, S #C-1 

1BR/1BA Braddock 
Barbara Kirkland 703-405-5920 

Listed for Rent $2150/mo. 
4716 29th Street, S  

2BR/2BA Clarendon II 
Britt Grouby  703-409-0486 


