
Libby Garvey to report on  
APS’s wealth of students—they  

test schools capacity
Finding room for 5,000 more students 
over the next five years is the primary 
challenge facing Arlington Public 
Schools, according to county school 
board members who reviewed the topic 
for the Arlington Civic Federation this 
spring. At the May FCA meeting, School 
Board Chair Libby Garvey will provide 
further details about schools capacity, 
the major issue affecting APS, as well as 
share insights about the new Superin-
tendent, APS’s investments in instruc-
tion, and plans for the new Wakefield 
High School.

Enrollment in K through 12 is projected 
to grow from 21,000 this year to 26,000 
by 2016, significantly exceeding the cur-
rent capacity of the school system. APS 

projections indicate that in just two years, there will be 834 more students 
than seats, and that increase will climb to 3,300 more students than seats 
in 2016. Enrollment at Abingdon Elementary is projected to grow from 552 
students this fall to 629 in the fall of 2016, an increase of 14 percent. “Essen-
tially, we’re growing by one elementary school per year,” said Garvey of APS.

The boom in enrollment reflects a variety of residential and demographic 
trends, including continued county growth, more children being born in the 
county, and more families with small children staying in the county rather 
than moving away as their children reach school age. To address the capac-
ity challenge, the school board will look at a range of options, like increasing 
class sizes, relying on more “relocatables,” or trailers, using different configu-
rations of space, and potentially constructing one or more new schools. As 
ever, the difficulty is funding and coordinating the needs for capital invest-
ment across all county departments and projects, Garvey said.

A Fairlington resident for more than 30 years, Garvey served as president of 
the Abingdon PTA when her children were in school. She joined the school 
board fifteen years ago and has served as Chair four times. Currently, she is a 
candidate for the Virginia Senate in the 30th district.Continued on page 3
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month unless otherwise noted. If you would like 
to discuss a neighborhood issue at the meeting, please 
e-mail president@fca-fairlington.org or leave a voice-mail 
message at 703-243-1735 by the Sunday before the meet-
ing. You can find more information on the FCA Web site, 
www.fca-fairlington.org, and by logging on to Facebook 
and joining “Fairlington Appreciation Society.”

Preliminary agenda:
7 p.m. Speaker/presentation:  Arlington School 

Board Chair Libby Garvey will discuss issues of cur-
rent interest as the school year winds down.

8 p.m. Regular business meeting:
•	 Approval of April minutes
•	 Treasurer’s report
•	 Old business
•	 New business
•	 Officer and committee reports

AFB on the Web
The AFB is posted online at www.fca-fairlington.org a week 
earlier than the hard copy hits your front stoop. 

Web design by Global Thinking, Alexandria, VA,  
www.globalthinking.com.

Sign up for updates 
Visit www.fca-fairlington.org to sign up for neighborhood 
news delivered right to your inbox.
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president’s 
Message

Dear Fairlingtonians,

Fairlington lies in Arlington County—but not entirely. As most people 
know, a curious bit of boundary-drawing lands a few blocks of Fair-
lington Villages in the City of Alexandria. My house, right on the 30th 
Street circle, is in Arlington, but my neighbors on the other side of 
Columbus Street find themselves in Alexandria. 

Does this really matter? For internal Fairlington issues, no, it does not 
matter at all. The condo association and the Fairlington Citizens Asso-
ciation both serve all Fairlington residents equally. However, I have been 
observing how elected officials in both jurisdictions look out for the 
issues of concern to Fairlington residents, and I do see a difference.

In March, I applauded the decision of the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation to drop plans to convert the successful HOV lanes (high occu-
pancy vehicle) on I-395 into HOT lanes (high occupancy toll). This ill-
conceived plan would have imposed hardship on car poolers and those 
of us who ride the bus as well as increase cut-through traffic on local 
streets and endanger pedestrian safety. In that column I praised Arling-
ton’s elected leadership for filing a lawsuit that forced state and federal 
agencies to re-examine the issue more carefully. Alexandria declined to 
join the lawsuit.

In April I outlined the problems that the BRAC 133 complex will bring 
because of inadequate transportation planning and a terrible choice of 
location for the entire project. (See the update on page 15.) What I should 
have added is that Alexandria’s elected officials, sadly, did not adopt the 
same wise approach that their counterparts in Arlington have taken on 
issues like this. 

Arlington took the State to court over HOT lanes rather than lie down 
and let people in the outer suburbs pave over our area so they could 
have an autobahn. Alexandria welcomed BRAC on Seminary Road, even 
though there was an alternate site that provided better access to public 
transportation and avoided many of the problems we are now facing. 
Reportedly, the city’s goal was to keep the new construction (and its 
potential revenue stream) inside Alexandria at all costs, and common 
sense be damned. The city did not stand up for smart growth, develop-
ment congruent with public transportation, or the reduction of traffic 
impacts. 

We can only hope they act with more wisdom in the future, and that 
they learn from their counterparts in Arlington. 

Reed Franklin 
president@fca-fairlington.org 

Calendar, cont.
See Neighborhood News on pages 
23 – 24 and related articles for 
details about calendar events.

Continued from page 1



4 www.fca-fair l ington.org



All Fairlington Bulletin •  May 2011 5

Hynes also spoke about projects in the CIP, or Capital 
Improvement Plan. One in particular, the Columbia Pike 
streetcar line, has recently evolved and gained wider 
interest among neighboring jurisdictions. Northern Vir-
ginia Community College, in Alexandria, has proposed 
that some land it owns be provided for the streetcar’s 
terminus, “bus barn,” and maintenance facility. The line 

would begin at NOVA, 
then run westward along 
Route 7/King Street, con-
nect with Columbia Pike, 
run east along the Pike to 
the Pentagon and Pen-
tagon City, extend via a 
completed 12th Street to 
Crystal Drive, and then 
run south to Potomac 
Yard and into Alexandria. 
The simple idea, with, of 
course, complex construc-
tion requirements, is to 
help people get around 
and connect neighbor-
hoods with dependable 
transport.

For more information about the Arlington County bud-
get, go online to www.arlingtonva.us and search budget.

Fresh from budget deliberations, Arlington County 
Board Vice Chair Mary Hynes spoke at the FCA meet-
ing in April. The biggest news, and the happiest for 
Arlington County homeowners, was that the real estate 
(RE) tax rate would remain flat—that is, the rate would 
not be increased over last year’s rate for RE taxes paid in 
calendar year 2011. (See the box, below.) Because of the 
county’s overall improved 
financial outlook, said 
Hynes, “we will be in a 
position, in fiscal year 
2012, to maintain the 
safety net and help people 
in need, in addition to 
meeting all our other 
commitments.” 

Among other budget items 
of interest, Hynes noted 
that the board would 
make a “modest restora-
tion” of operating hours 
at branch libraries: At the 
Shirlington and Columbia 
Pike libraries, three hours 
one day a week would be 
restored, and the branches would be open an additional 
four hours on Sundays. Also, some funding was restored 
for park maintenance and tree planting. 

One new pilot program has exciting potential to help 
alcohol-abusing kids, Hynes believes. Survey data from 
middle- and high-school students reported an increase 
in binge drinking—higher than in surrounding areas 
and higher than the national incidence. Examining 
the survey’s findings, the board uncovered the fact that 
there is a general reluctance to “lower the boom” the 
first time a teen or pre-teen is caught drinking. Primar-
ily, there was no systematic, well-thought-out way to 
deal appropriately with, say, an inebriated15-year-old 
kid. The pilot program offers an aggressive early inter-
vention, which coordinates the efforts of the police, 
courts, schools, and families, and which includes edu-
cation, assessment, and parent participation. Perhaps 
most important, the intervention is activated the very 
first time a kid gets caught. The county is committed 
to two years of the pilot program, so that there will be 
sufficient time to gather data and do a thorough review 
of the program’s effectiveness in advance of budget 
deliberations for FY2014.

Mary Hynes reports encouraging budget news

Real estate tax rate  
does not increase

Arlington’s real estate (RE) tax rate for calendar year 
2011 will not change from CY 2010’s rate of 95.8 
cents per $100 of assessed value, according to final 
budget guidance issued by the County Board last 
month. (Last year, the RE tax rate was increased 8.3 
cents.) This year, County Manager Barbara Don-
nellan had proposed that the tax rate hold steady, 
but the board had considered a rate increase—the 
slightly higher rate “advertised” in February. In 
April, the board had the option to approve their 
advertised rate or a lower rate (but not a higher 
one). RE tax bills will be mailed this month; first 
installment payments are due in June. Even with-
out an increase in the RE tax rate, county revenues 
will be bolstered in fiscal year 2012 by a 6.3 percent 
rise in property assessments, which reflect “market 
values” and are set on January 1 every year by the 
Assessor’s Office. FY2012 begins on July 1, 2011.

Arlington County Board Vice Chair Mary Hynes with FCA 
president Reed Franklin. Photograph by Gretchen Fallon.
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Station 9, on Walter Reed Drive, is frequently less than 
60 seconds behind Fairlington firefighters when both 
respond to an incident south of here. 

House fires today most com-
monly involve space heaters 
during the winter months. The 
reason is that in older homes, 
the electrical wiring is older, and 
older wiring cannot support the 
demands of these appliances. 
Which points to a basic safety 
concern for those of us who live 
in homes built during World War 
II where we use more and more 
electrical appliances. Captain 
Eversburg’s recommendations 
come not only from expertise but 
also from the experience of doing 
a home kitchen remodel: Have 
your wiring checked and “up 
your amps.” Don’t overload elec-

trical outlets. Use surge protectors that can be switched 
on and off. Do not use cheap extension cords, because 
the quality of wiring is important. An overloaded wire is 
a hot wire—and it will fail.

For more information, go online to the county Web 
site, www.arlingtonva.us, click Departments > Fire. Also, 
you can follow firehouse activities on Facebook at ACFD 
Fire Station 7. 

At the March FCA meeting, Arlington County Fire 
Department Captain Rudy Eversburg described the 
kinds of calls Fairlington’s Fire Station 7 responds to. 
Last year, there were 1,547 calls, 
which averages out to about four 
runs per day: 2 % were for fires; 
61% were EMS runs (all ACFD 
firefighters are EMT-Bs, basic life 
support); 7% were public service 
calls (e.g., for slip-and-falls when, 
say, a person falls and can’t get 
up); 8% were good intent calls; 
12 % were false alarms; 7% were 
miscellaneous.

Captain Eversburg noted that 
people often apologize when 
the call turns out to be a false 
alarm or something less than an 
emergency. His response: Call 
911. Don’t hesitate to call. ACFD 
much prefers that you do call 
rather than wait and wonder if a situation will develop 
into an emergency. 

It’s interesting to know that the Fairlington firehouse is 
uniquely placed to provide mutual aid to Alexandria. In 
fact, 65% of the station’s call volume and work involves 
Alexandria; 35% is in Arlington. Of course, the local 
area is still well covered when Engine 107 responds to 
an Alexandria call. Captain Eversburg noted that Fire 

Firehouse facts

ACFD Captain Rudy Eversburg and FCA presi-
dent Reed Franklin. Photograph by Gretchen 
Fallon.

Farewell to ACPD Captain Nuneville
The Fairlington com-
munity extends all best 
wishes to Arlington 
County Police Depart-
ment Captain Michelle 
Nuneville, formerly the 
Third District com-
mander, as she assumes 
her new position as 
commander of the 
ACPD Criminal Investi-
gations Section. For the 
last four years, Captain 
Nuneville has helped 
demystify the work-

ings of the police for Fairlington residents by pro-
viding candid assessments of annual crime statistics 
and crime prevention tips at FCA meetings—always 
with good humor and abundant common sense. 
As the public face of ACPD for Fairlington, Captain 
Nuneville and her team were responsive to residents’ 
concerns—cars ignoring stop signs, speeding on the 
bridge, and pedestrian safety, to name a few. She 
was a welcome presence at the neighborhood’s July 
4th parade and at Fairlington Day. She was quick to 
return a phone call or respond to an e-mail inquiry. 
She will be missed. At the same time, we welcome 
and look forward to meeting the new Third District 
commander, Captain Brett Butler, who knew the area 
years ago as a patrol officer.

Captain Michelle Nuneville. 
Photograph by Gretchen Fallon.
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Facelift for  
neighborhood streets

The county’s Department of Environmental Services will 
conduct milling and paving operations on certain Fair-
lington streets during the summer street repair program. 

•	 South Stafford, from the South 32nd Road intersection 
(one block from Quaker Lane) to the South 33rd Street 
intersection 

•	 South 36th Street, from South Wakefield to South 34th  
•	 South Columbus Street, from South 30th to South 31st 

Milling and paving is a two-stage process that eliminates 
existing pot holes and creates a new, smooth road surface. 
First, temporary “NO PARKING” signs will be posted on 
your block displaying restrictive times and dates when the 
top layer of asphalt will be milled, or ground off; utilities 
will be adjusted and the signs removed. Second, within a 
two week period, the temporary “NO PARKING” signs will 
be posted again displaying times and dates when the street 
will be overlaid with two to three inches of hot-mix asphalt. 
The signs will be removed after the work is completed. 
Vehicles parked on the street in work areas will be towed. 

The street repair work typically begins in April and con-
tinues through early October. A parking notice letter will 
be mailed to affected residents about four to six weeks 
before the work in our neighborhood begins. For more 
information, call the Water/Sewer/Streets Bureau, Francis 
Soulamany, 703-228-7822 or Hung Tran at 703-228-7730, 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. weekdays.

The big dig, postscript: Major work on the sanitary 
sewer system replacement project around the intersec-
tion of S. Utah and 34th Streets was completed this 
winter. But the no parking signs went back up for three 
weeks in April when the county returned to do reme-
dial work on a segment of defective pipe that caused 
a sag in the line on 34th between Utah and the traf-
fic circle. Construction crews excavated, exposed the 
affected section of pipe, and repaired the defect. Photo-
graph by Gretchen Fallon.

Weed trees removed for a 
clearer view at King

A Fairlington resident 
expressed concern to 
the FCA about safety 
at the intersection of 
S. Wakefield and King 
Streets because of the 
overgrown shrubbery in 
the public right-of-way 
on the north side of 
King. Trees and shrubs 
obscured the line-of-
sight for drivers trying 
to exit Fairlington and 
make a right turn onto 
westbound King—one 
had to pull far forward 

through the crosswalk in order to get a view of King’s 
oncoming traffic. Pedestrians, too, who were trying 
to cross King, found it necessary to advance into the 
travel lanes to check for oncoming traffic (even with 
a signal crossing, it’s prudent to check, rather than 
take it on trust that drivers will stop at the red light). 
Because the right-of-way along King Street is owned 
by the City of Alexandria, the FCA contacted the city 
arborist’s office to request that the greenery/shrub-
bery be cut back. Alexandria pruned bushes and ever-
greens and removed weed trees in April. Photograph by 
Gretchen Fallon.

New light poles: 
During a routine 
inspection of 
athletic fields by 
the county’s Parks, 
Recreation, and 
Cultural Resources 
Department in 
March, it was found 
that the lights at 
the Utah Park ball 
field needed to be 
replaced for safety. 
The work, depen-
dent on no rain and 
50-degree weather, 

was ongoing in mid-April. PRCR’s goal was to have 
the work completed and the field available in time 
for the spring sports season. For more information, 
contact the PRCR facilities scheduling unit at 703-
228-1805. Photograph by Gretchen Fallon.
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Help remove invasive plants  
from Fairlington’s little forest

You can help clear invasive plants from a singular patch 
of woodland in Fairlington on Saturday, May 21, between 
9 a.m. and noon. Join your neighbors at the stand of 
trees that descends from the northern boundary fence 
of the community center and runs along S. 32nd Road 
between S. Stafford and Utah—it’s that little wooded 
hillside you’ve probably driven past a dozen times (hun-
dreds, maybe, if you live in 
the Green or the Commons). 
Despite warming temperatures, 
wear long sleeves, long pants, 
and gloves—poison ivy alert! If 
you have them, bring loppers, 
pruning shears, or secateurs. 
Look for naturalist and Fair-
lington Green resident Lenny 
Bankester, who will point out 
the noxious invaders and or-
ganize volunteers’ efforts.

Bankester, who has just com-
pleted graduate studies in 
natural resource management, 
hatched the idea to reclaim the 
32nd Road tree stand during 
his daily commute. Standing at the bus stop at the corner 
of 32nd and S. Stafford, he found his attention drawn to 
the variety of birds flitting about the overgrown, unten-
ded plot of urban wilderness in front of him. A year ago, 
he spotted a red-bellied woodpecker at work hollowing 
out a nesting cavity at the top of a dead tree (despite the 
bird’s name, red is most prominent on the head). He also 

noted that warblers use the woody patch as a migrating 
way-station. The birds led Bankester to closer scrutiny 
of the habitat—a mixture of some Virginia natives like 
pine, locust, and mountain laurel and some not-so-wel-
come imports, like English ivy. 

Ivy is the woodland’s primary invader. Still favored as an 
evergreen, ornamental ground 
cover by many gardeners, ivy is 
decried by parks and landscape 
managers as an aggressive gar-
den escapee that can take over 
and damage a natural envi-
ronment with its aggressive 
growth. Hugging the ground, 
dense, low-growing ivy blocks 
sunlight and smothers native 
plants—it also harbors mosqui-
toes and rodents. The tree-
climbing, or “arborescent,” 
variety of ivy can add sufficient 
weight to weaken and topple 
trees. Left unmanaged, ivy will 
simply crowd out other plants. 
Bankester began to pull the 

ivy during the chill, blustery days of March and April 
because, at that time, it was easy to see before the spring 
green-up began. The pulling continues this month on 
Arlington’s Neighborhood Day, Saturday, May 21.

For more information, contact Lenny Bankester by 
e-mail, vsonorthvirginia@yahoo.com.

At the woodland patch, Lenny Bankester points to a 
thick poison ivy vine growing up a tree amid English 
ivy. Photograph by Gretchen Fallon.

FHS Home & Garden Tour, Saturday May 14 
The Fairlington Historical Society 
hosts its 5th biennial Home and Gar-
den Tour, on Saturday, May 14, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. In addition to show-
casing the community’s architecture, 
grounds, and the unique character of 
our neighborhoods, this year’s tour 
will feature a wonderful group of 
homes with renovated kitchens and 
bathrooms, tasteful interior decora-
tion and beautiful gardens. 

You can pick up reserved tickets, or purchase additional 
tickets, at the Fairlington yard sale at the North Fair-
lington Community Center, 3005 S. Abingdon Street, 

on Saturday, April 30, 8 a.m. to noon. 
Tickets may also be picked up or 
purchased at the Fairlington Commu-
nity Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street, on 
Friday, May 6, 6 to 8 p.m., and at the 
NFCC starting at 10 a.m. on the morn-
ing of the tour.

If you’d like to help with the tour, we 
are still seeking a few more home sit-
ters to guide tour participants through 

featured homes. Shifts last just two and a half hours, so 
home sitters can tour the other homes. Send an e-mail 
to FHSHomeTour@gmail.com or call Kevin Silvia or 
Patsy Hester at 703-578-3824.
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Get your FINS on—summer swim program for children 5 – 14
Fairlington FINS, “Friends Interested in Neighborhood 
Swimming,” is an instructional and fun community-
based summer swim program for children ages 5 to14 
now celebrating its 13th anniversary. 

FINS will be held July 5 – 29, 2011. Prac-
tices are held at four south Fairlington 
pools (a different pool each week). Each 
week includes four afternoon practices 
Monday through Thursday; 3:30 – 4 
p.m. (ages 5-6), 4 – 4:40 p.m. (ages 7-8), 
and 4:40 – 5:20 p.m. (ages 9-12). Swim 
meets are held on Fridays (no afternoon 
practice) starting at 6 p.m. and running 
about 1.5 hours.

Daily swim practices focus on the introduction and 
refinement of children’s swimming skills. With the 
exception of a child who is very afraid of the water or 
reluctant to participate, there are no swimming require-
ments for acceptance into the program. He/she will be 
in a group of 15 or more, so must be comfortable with 
that size class. Meets consist of two or three races for 
each child. Younger children can use a kickboard or noo-
dle. The meets are very informal (we do not race against 
other teams) and all racers receive a ribbon. Parents will 

be asked to help at the meets, calling the races, ribbon 
writing, and helping the coaches organize the races.

FINS registration forms, including a more detailed sched-
ule and information sheet, will be available Monday, 

May 2, via e-mail or for pick up at the 
Fairlington Community Center. Only 
50 children will be accepted on a first 
come, first served basis. The cost for the 
season is $45 per child for Fairlington 
residents ($50 for non-residents). 

Please read carefully for new registration 
policies: Due to the increasing popular-
ity of FINS, we are implementing a new, 
three-tier registration procedure. FINS 

registration for returning FINS participants and their eli-
gible siblings (Fairlington residents) will be May 2 to May 
15. Beginning Monday, May 16, new FINS participants 
(Fairlington residents) can register. Beginning June 6, if 
there are any remaining slots, non-Fairlington residents 
may register. For forms or more information, contact Dana 
Andy at 571-236-1648 or theandyfamily@comcast.net.

—Dana Andy

Photograph by Dana Andy.

Bike with safety in mind
May is National Bike Month, and Friday May 20 is 
Arlington’s bike to work day. You can find out more and 
pre-register for this free event at BikeArlington.com. 
And then brush up on the rules of the road, basic bik-
ing facts, and safety tips from Arlington County Police 
Department auxiliary officer Heather Hurlock:

•	 Cycling rule of thumb—Ride on the right and stop 
at the light. On the street, bike riders are subject to 
the same rules of the road as car drivers. You cannot 
stop or park your bike in a bike lane.

•	 More than 400 bikes were stolen in Arlington last 
year. If you do not use a U lock, your bike will be 
stolen. With simple tools, easily concealed in a back 
pack, bike thieves can cut through a chain or cable 
in 20 seconds; they can cut off a padlock in about a 
minute. Bus stops and Metro stops are favored loca-
tions for bike theft. 

•	 Register your bike with the county police. (Go 
online to www.arlingtonva.us > Online services 
> Register your bike. Have handy the bike’s serial 
number.) Registration is free and the ACPD decal 
you receive acts as a deterrent to theft. If your bike is 
stolen, and then found, you can reclaim it only if it 
has been registered. 

Watch Rolling Thunder 
from the bridge,  
Sunday, May 29 

On May 29, the Sunday 
of Memorial Day week-
end, many Fairlingtonians 
gather on the bridge over 
I-395 between about 8 
a.m. and noon for first-rate 
viewing of thousands of 
motorcycle riders roaring 
northward on the high-
way—the sound can be 
deafening. The bikers are 
heading toward the Pen-
tagon north parking lot, 
where the annual Rolling 
Thunder motorcycle rally 
assembles for its afternoon 

ride across Memorial Bridge and ultimately around the 
National Mall. For more information, go online and 
search Rolling Thunder.
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                      Your Remodeling Company        

  
Robert  C. DeLong 

General Contractor 
 

Licensed, Insured & EPA Certified 
 

Happy Spring !  …  Time to REMODEL  ! 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Just Call Bob! 
For a new kitchen this summer, 

NOW is the time to call !   

 

Phone:  703.815.3151 
 
 

Email:   dhidelong@aol.com 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We Specialize In 
KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 
BASEMENTS 

 
 

 

 COMING SOON! 
Fairlington Home & Garden Tour 

Saturday -  May 14  ---  11:00-3:00 
Brought to you by the 

Fairlington Historical Society 

 
 

4 crews full-time! 
 (our own employees)  

 

300 Fairlington 
projects since 2005! 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

For photos of these kitchens and more, please visit our website at: 
www.DelongHomeImprovement.com 

 
To see our latest whole house remodel, visit: www.DominionForSale.com   (sold) 

 
 

 

 



 Attention Fairlington!
Spring Check-Up 

 Time Is Here
Air conditioning and heating company, owned 
by long-time Fairlington resident and neighbor, 
will service, repair or replace your heat pump, 
air conditioner, furnace, or water heater at the 
best prices around! Ask about our guaranteed
lowest pricing.

Why you should call now:
 Certified, licensed & bonded
 Satisfaction guaranteed
 Emergency service—with quick response
 Prices will beat the competition
 Free estimates for replacements and installations 
 Economical maintenance agreements
 Exceptional familiarity & experience with Fairlington equipment
 Thousands of satisfied customers—see our testimonials!

Call NOW at 703-671-9193

Satisfied customers say:
When it comes to heating and air conditioning, 
there’s only one name anyone in Fairlington 
should even think about—that’s Frosty’s.

— Rick Micker, Former Fairlington Condo VP

I am writing to tell you about how satisfied I am by the 
work your employees did. Your employees were so 
careful with my new paint and newly refinished floors. 
I was very pleased by the care taken to clean my air 
ducts. I would recommend your company to others.

— Denice McCullough, Fairlington Resident

Only one coupon per customer please. Coupons may not be combined. 

Frosty’s  
Heating &  
Cooling

SPRING
TUNE-UP

NOW JUST

$84.95

Frosty’s  
Heating &  
Cooling

$50
OFF

WHOLE HOUSE  
AIR DUCT  
CLEANING

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

GUARANTEE
Frosty’s guarantees Fairlington 
the lowest price on replacement 
installations and all service and  
repair calls. Let us know if you  

find a lower price... 
we will match or even beat it!

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

TAX PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE NOW!
$500 FED TAX CREDIT 
$300 VA TAX REFUND 

ON HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS

ASK US FOR DETAILS!

I couldn’t be happier with my decision 
to go with Frosty’s. The price was right 
and the quality of the materials and 
craftsmanship was outstanding.

— Edward Getterman, 
Fairlington Resident
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Update: More BRAC
Last month, the Bulletin reported on increasing con-
cerns among Alexandria and Arlington neighbors over 
the coming of BRAC 133—the new Mark Center office 
complex at I-395 and Seminary Road that is set to open 
in September and bring an influx of more than 6,000 
federal employees to the area. State and local officials 
have warned of a resulting traffic nightmare—a colossal 
back-up on the highway and gridlock on nearby surface 
streets. Representative James Moran (D-VA) has called on 
the Pentagon to hold off the relocation of defense work-
ers to the Mark Center until traffic, transit, and road 
improvements are in place. One such improvement—a 
dedicated car-pool and bus ramp from I-395 HOV lanes 
to BRAC—was set back last month when the Federal 
Highway Administration required a more thorough 
environmental impact study of the ramp and what was 
to have been its “expedited” construction by 2014. The 
Virginia Department of Transportation said the $80 mil-
lion ramp project would be delayed by 18 months.

Arlington fares well in 
comparison of economic 
stress across the country    

Arlington emerges as one of the least stressed counties in 
the U.S., according to the Associated Press’ online Web 
app that measures how the recession affects localities 
across the country. AP compiles a county’s stress index 
by measuring the combined impacts of unemployment, 
foreclosures, and bankruptcies. Updated monthly, the 
stress index snapshot from March 2011 shows Arlington 
County’s overall stress index as 4.79%; unemployment 
was 4.1%, and foreclosures were 0.36%. That compares 
quite favorably to the economic distress experienced by 
residents of, say, Montmorency County, Michigan (stress 
index of 22.54%, with unemployment at 21%) or Yuma 
County, Arizona (stress index 25.33%, unemployment 
23.2%). The app’s interactive map contains monthly 
data since the onset of the recession in December 2007 
(to roll over the smaller counties of the eastern states, it 
helps to use the map’s zoom and grab-and-pan features). 
For more information, go online and enter the search 
term, AP economic stress index.

Free gardening advice at plant clinics
Find out how to grow 
container tomatoes, 
select the right-sized 
tree for your patio, or 
deal with garden pests 
at Master Gardeners 
plant clinics, at these 
venues:

•	 Arlington County 
Farmers Market, 
intersection of N. 
14th Street and 
Courthouse Road, 
Saturdays, 8 to 
11 a.m., April 16 
through the last Saturday in September.

•	 Arlington Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy Street, 
Thursdays, 6:45 to 8:45 p.m., May 8 through 
October 6.

•	 Virginia Cooperative Extension office at the 
Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford 
Street, weekdays year-round, 9 a.m. to noon; or 
during the same hours, call the Master Gardener 
Help Desk, 703-228-6414; or go online any time 
to the Extension Web site at www.ext.vt.edu.

Recommended: Bring with you fresh samples of 
problem plants, weeds, or insects to ensure an accu-
rate identification of any diseases or pests. Enclose the 
samples in plastic bags or other clear containers. 

Crime rate drops in Arlington    
Arlington County’s overall crime rate dropped 7.6 
percent in 2010, the Arlington County Police Depart-
ment announced last month. There were fewer 
homicides, robberies, burglaries, and aggravated 
assaults, crime statistics show. Index crimes—homi-
cides, forcible rapes, robberies, aggravated assaults, 
arsons, burglaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts—are 
the eight categories generally used by law enforce-
ment as a standardized measure of the incidence 
of crime. In Arlington arsons are investigated by 
the Fire Marshal and are not reported by the Police 
Department. Arlington’s crime rate has stayed 
historically low the past several years, even during 
the economic downturn. For more information, go 
online to the county Web site, www.arlingtonva.us, 
and search crime rate.

In addition to being cute, lady 
bugs are beneficial to gardens—
they are efficient insect-pest 
eaters that (unlike chemical 
controls) won’t harm plants, 
earthworms, or humans. 
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Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.379.7719

SINCE 1999

 Fairfax Animal Hospital 
5914 Seminary Rd., Falls Church, VA 22311 

703-820-2557 
www.fairfaxanimalhospital.com 

 
Gentle hands warm hearts 

Complete medical and surgical care 
Boarding and daycare services 

Daytime, evening, and Saturday hours 
By appointment 
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fairlingtoncommunity center news
FCC hours and 
contact Info 
Monday through Friday,  
8 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Saturday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sunday, closed.

Hours are subject to change. 
For updates and more informa-
tion, call the FCC at 703-228-
6588. The center manager is 
Patrick Mallon, 703-228-6590, 
pmallon@arlingtonva.us. 

FCC programs
The FCC has six multi-purpose 
rooms, art studios, a gymna-
sium, a state-of-the-art fitness 
room, day-lockers, accessible 
pre-school and school-aged 
playgrounds, outdoor basketball 
courts, a fitness trail, a playing 
field, a picnic shelter, and acces-
sible public restrooms. There is 
indoor open play for children 
13 and under in the multi-
purpose gym on Saturday 3 to 5 
p.m —children must be super-
vised by an adult (18 and older). 
In addition, there are a Senior 
Program, a creative preschool 
(three to five years old), parent/
child Co-op Program for chil-
dren one and two years old, and 
summer camp. 

Neighborhood Day 
meets Taste of Arlington
Connect with your friends and 
neighbors at Neighborhood Day on 
Saturday, May 21. The goal of Neigh-
borhood Day is to help Arlington-
ians connect with their neighbors 
through community building events 
like yard sales, meet and greets, pot-
lucks, ballgames, and other activi-
ties. This year, Neighborhood Day is 
partnering with Taste of Arlington, 
an annual event that transforms 
the Ballston area into a lively street 
festival with entertainment and lots 
of food from Arlington restaurants. 
Search Neighborhood Day at www.
arlingtonva.us to learn more. 

Summer camps  
and classes
Camps: FCC hosts several summer 
camps for kids between the ages of 
3 and 15. Search “summer camps” 
at www.arlingtonva.us/prcr. Camps 
can be searched by location on the 
“Browse for Summer Camps” page. 

Class registration: Tennis, swim-
ming, robotics, nature programs, and 
arts and crafts—there is something 
for everyone among Arlington’s 
summer classes. Look for the sum-
mer issue of Enjoy Arlington at FCC 
starting on May 18 or visit www.
arlingtonva.us/prcr to find the class 
that is right for you. Online registra-
tion starts at 8 a.m. on June 1.

Art workshops
For questions or registration, go 
online to www.arlingtonva.us/prcr or 
call 703-228-4747. 

Basic beading. Learn the fundamen-
tals of beaded jewelry design using 
bead crimps, beading wire, leather 
cord, coil ends, head and eye pins, 
jump and split rings, basic loops, 
wrapped loops, and use of a bead 
board to make necklaces, a bracelet, 
and earrings. Supply fee of $30 - $40 
to be paid to instructor. Additional 
beads and kits available for sale as 
well. Good hand-eye coordination is 
helpful. This is a make-and-take work-
shop. Adults. 1 session, Saturday, May 
14, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., $42. 340150A.

Silica gel dried flowers. Learn the 
fundamentals of drying and pre-
serving real flowers. Drying flowers 
from your garden is a rewarding and 
satisfying hobby and a great way to 
make creative gifts like cards, vases, 
and other unique projects. Supply 
fee of $15 to be paid to the instructor 
includes silica gel, flowers, and small 
vase. Inst.: Hogan. Adults. 1 session, 
Saturday, May 21, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m., $41. 340102A.

Texture. Learn the endless pos-
sibilities of using modeling paste 
in paintings to create texture. This 
class concentrates on abstract acrylic 
pieces; however, representative and 
oil painters will find countless ways 
the same techniques transfer to your 
work. In the last class, we’ll explore 
additives, like glass beads, fibers, and 
sand, that will enhance the texture of 
your work and send you into a whole 
new creative direction. All supplies 
included. Inst.: Jernigan. Ages 16 – 
adult. 4 sessions, Tuesday, May 24, 7 
– 9 pm., $102. 340138A.

Monday, May 30
FCC will be closed in observance 
of Memorial Day. 
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Down to earth
patio gardening

Every day, I receive questions from 
students, customers, and readers of 
the Bulletin. Here’s a sampling that 
may be of interest:

What are low-maintenance 
plants? Maintenance means work, 
and if you don’t have the time, you 
need plants that require minimal 
pruning and watering and don’t 
shed their leaves. Blue rug, blue 
star or blue Pacific junipers are 
drought-tolerant and evergreen—
or ever-”blue.” They grow six to 
twelve inches tall with equal spread, 
although Blue rug has “arms” that 
crawl.

What plants provide fragrance? 
Many, but here are a few: Daphne 
odora is a flowering evergreen that 
grows two feet tall with a similar 
spread. It takes sun or shade. Garde-
nia has vivid white blooms with a 
strong scent. It is a small shrub (two 
feet by two feet) and grows in sun 
or part shade. Sometimes in winter 
it needs a burlap wrap to ward off 
ice on the branches. Honeysuckle is 
a flowering vine that blooms from 
early summer to December. It has 
soft stems that ramble onto trellises 
or fences. Sweet Box is a flowering 
evergreen that shows white blossoms 
in February. It only grows 20 inches 
tall with a 15-inch spread. Pieris 
grows three feet by three feet, is ever-
green, and has white, bell-shaped 
flowers from mid-March to mid-May.

What is a ground cover? It’s an 
accent to shrubs. Typical ground cov-
ers are 12 inches tall with a similar 

spread and usually evergreen. They 
can line the edge of your patio or be 
planted in clusters of three or more. 
Examples are skimmia, liriope, coral 
bells, lenten rose, crimson pygmy 
barberry, heather, azalea “Gumpo,” 
and winter creeper euonymus.

When does a shrub need prun-
ing? Usually after flowering, but 
every specimen has a specific sched-
ule. Online searches are helpful for 
pruning tips, but the list of shrubs 
is long, so e-mail me if you can’t 
find an answer. Some specimens—
hydrangea, for example—flower 
on old wood, so that radical prun-
ing merely nullifies next season’s 
blooms. Therefore you have to live 
with its stick-like habit in winter.

What mulch is recommended? 
This is a matter of taste. Some are 

large-chip, some are small. Others 
are needled or shredded. Some are 
dyed (orange or black). And, you 
can even buy rubber mulch. My 
favorite is Virginia Fine-Chip, since 
it has a cinnamon tinge and keeps 
its color over time. It also provides 
a granular-like texture over the 
ground.

Do I need to fertilize? It depends. 
I usually add acid fertilizer (one or 
two times a year) to evergreens like 
yew, holly, azalea,  boxwood, rho-
dodendron, ligustrum, and laurel. 
I never fertilize a specimen that 
is new for fear of burning fibrous 
roots. Instead, apply soil conditioner 
that is loam-like and allows new 
plant roots to easily maneuver.

— Bill Sullivan,  
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Gardening FAQs—answered    

Mulches vary in size and color, but they all help keep down weeds and retain 
moisture in garden beds.



20 www.fca-fair l ington.org

•  Jim J. Im, DDS

www.rrblinds.com

703-549-8000
Call us for a no obligation estimate

R&R Blinds, Windows & Doors Inc.

2621 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Alexandria VA, 22301

-In Del Ray
blinds windows and doors inc.

-since 1946 -

Since 1946, R&R Blinds, Windows & Doors has been 
beautifying homes.  Today our family business is still 
serving the area with fine products, exceptional service, 
and unbeatable prices.

-Window Treatments by Hunter Douglas, 
Graber, and Lafayette

-ProVia Storm Doors & Replacement  Doors

-Seaway Vinyl Replacement Windows

100% Rating in Washington Consumer Check Book!
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Teacher appreciation 
week at Abingdon
The week of May 2 – 6 marks 
Teacher Appreciation Week at 
schools all across the nation, includ-
ing your friendly neighborhood 
elementary school, Abingdon. To 
honor the more than 100 teachers 
and staff at Abingdon, parents and 
school supporters chipped in dona-
tions of money, volunteer time, and 
more. Teachers will be treated to a 
lunch from Chicken Out, to daily 
surprises in their mailboxes, and 
to daily raffles of gift cards, money 
prizes, and gift baskets. If you’re 
a teacher—at Abingdon or else-
where—thank you for your contri-
bution to our children’s future. And, 
if you see a teacher this week, don’t 
forget to thank them, too.

Fairlington Dental 
supports Abingdon 
science program
Once again, Dr. Rogers and Fairling-
ton Dental have helped Abingdon 
Elementary School by donating 
the funds for the exciting Raging 
Reptiles Day organized by science 
lab teacher Anne Sywilok. Students 
were thrilled to learn about ball 
pythons of Africa. Learning about 
the mimicry adaptation of the bull 
snake of Texas was amazing. They 
were able to see a sunbeam snake 
from Southeast Asia that hides in 
wet areas and with its black scales 
looks like a rainbow when a light 
shines on it.  The butterfly agama 
lizards from Vietnam run quickly 
as if they were running on water. 
Seeing the Australian blue-tongue 
skink’s blue tongue stick out was 
beyond cool. They also learned how 

the Nelson’s milk snake got its name. 
The biggest hit was the Colombian 
red-tail boa from South America that 
weighed 50 pounds. It took a lot of 
kindergarten kids to hold all of that. 
Students had a truly “hands-on” 
experience. What a fun and unique 
way to learn about habitats, adapta-
tions, ecosystems. Most of all, they 
learned to value and respect nature. 
—Anne Sywilok

Abingdon Scouts bring 
rain barrels to our garden
The science garden at Abingdon will 
soon have two new additions, thanks 
to the Abingdon Boy Scouts and 
Brownies. Using funds from a grant 
through the Girl Scouts Council of 
the Nation’s Capital, they purchased 
two secondhand rain barrels, which 
the Scouts will paint and install. It 
is commonly estimated that a hose 
wastes about 25 gallons of water 
every five minutes. The rain barrels 
will provide an environmentally 

friendly alternative for watering the 
garden. And, speaking of the gar-
den, Abingdon just secured a $500 
Youth Garden Grant from Home 
Depot, which will be used to pur-
chase plants and supplies.

Library gets a boost 
from the Book Fair
Abingdon hosted the annual Scho-
lastic Book Fair in March and the 
numbers are in. We raised nearly 
$4,000 for the library, which will be 
used to complete the popular book 
series the Magic Tree House and 39 
Clues as well as purchase a state-of-
the-art Smartboard. Additionally, 
all teachers and staff were given 
10 percent discounts on their own 
purchases, student vouchers were 
provided to help students without 
family financial resources, and 37 
teachers received books from their 
own wish lists.  

—By Michelle Marston, Abingdon PTA 
co-president

abingdonschool news

Thanks to your support, the Abingdon Book Fair was a great success! Photograph by Eric 
Golden.
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neighborhoodnews

Fair Golds  
The Fair Golds, an Arlington County social group in 
and around the Fairlington area (including Alexandria), 
will hold a business meeting at noon on Thursday, May 
5, at the Fairlington Community Center. On Thursday, 
May 19, we’ll hold our spring luncheon at the Fort Myer 
Officers Club. Regular meetings at the FCC begin with 
a brown-bag lunch; dessert and beverages are provided. 
We always welcome guests and/or new members over 55 
years of age. For more information, call Gertrude Frankel 
at 703-931-3759.

Card players welcome
Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of 
Canasta. No previous experience is necessary to enjoy 
this card game. We are happy to teach you. The group 
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near Fair-
lington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Fairlington Diners 
Fairlington Diners is a group of Fairlington and non-
Fairlington friends who gather for dinner a couple of 
times a month. We focus on just having a good meal in 
great company. If you’d like to be included in our e-mail 
list, please send your e-mail address to carol_dabbs@
yahoo.com.

Monday, May 16, 7:30 p.m., half-price burger night at 
Ramparts Restaurant, 1700 Fern St., Alexandria, 703-998-
6616. This is a local favorite that we visit monthly—usu-
ally with a large turnout. Please call Carol to let us know 
if you plan to attend, so we can choose the right size table 
when we arrive. Prior to the event (not the day of), call at 
703-379-6840. On the day of the event, please call by 6 
p.m. at 202-647-2624. Please leave a voicemail if you don’t 
reach Carol directly; include your name and how to con-
tact you the day of the event, in case of a change in plans.

Monday, May 30, 6:30 p.m., Indigo Landing, 1 Marina 
Drive, Alexandria, VA 22314-1143, 703-548-0001. Last 
year, we enjoyed the view of the Potomac and the monu-
ments from this restaurant when we had a good crowd 
there on Labor Day, so let’s try it for Memorial Day as 
well. A “modern contemporary cuisine” is served. We can 
enjoy the sights as the sun sets on the real beginning of 
summer.  Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 by 6 p.m. on 
Sunday the 29th if you’re planning to attend, so we can 
make a reservation.

Thirty Somethings
We will not meet in May; we will meet again in June. If 
you want to be added to the list, please contact Kavita 
Kalsy at kkalsy@hotmail.com.

Book Group 
The Book Group will not meet in May. Our next meeting 
will be on Tuesday, June 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the North 
Fairlington Community Center, when we will discuss 
a book selected at the April meeting. The title will be 
announced by e-mail and in the June Bulletin. For more 
information, contact Kavita Kalsy at kkalsy@hotmail.com 
or Terry Gough at tjgough@verizon.net.

MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington 
Are you a full- or part-time stay-at-home parent and look-
ing to connect with other Fairlington moms and dads? 
The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© chapter of 
the International MOMS Club may be for you. Members 
and their children participate in general monthly meet-
ings, member planned outings/events, Parents’ Night Out, 
and much more. The weekly age-specific playgroups start 
as young as birth and go up to 3+ years old. Playgroups are 

Fairlington Arbor resident is APS 
Teacher of the Year

Congratulations to our Fairlington Arbor neighbor, 
Matthew Tosiello, a third grade teacher at Randolph 
Elementary School, who has been named Arling-
ton Public Schools Teacher of the Year. This month, 
Tosiello will be recognized at a reception by the 
Arlington School Board, and he will be honored by 
The Washington Post as part of the annual Agnes 
Meyer Outstanding Teacher Awards sponsored 
by the paper’s educational foundation. The full 
press release can be viewed online at www.apsva.
us/15401082104136983/blank/browse.asp?a=383&B
MDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=67575.
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neighborhood news
Continued

great for kids, but they also offer parents a chance to find 
support and friendship. 

In the last year members have also worked on several com-
munity service projects benefitting Abingdon Elementary 
School and the Arlington Food Assistance Center. We will 
again participate as a group in the March of Dimes March for 
Babies in May. We have hosted speakers on topics including 
separation anxiety, nutrition, early childhood literacy, and 
positive discipline. Our most recent speaker was a local fash-
ion consultant who answered questions about new-mommy 
style and provided tips for shopping and organizing. 

If you would like to learn more about the club and meet 
other parents, please join us for our next general meeting 
on Wednesday, May 11, at the Fairlington Community 
Center. Children are welcome. For more information about 
the club, the general meeting, or membership, please con-
tact Angela Klaus (Membership VP) at fairlingtonmoms@
yahoo.com. Annual dues of $25 support quarterly group 
functions and community service projects.

5/31/11

5/31/11

Get your Fairlington T-shirt

•	 100% cotton
•	 �Fairlington on front, FCA logo on back
•	 Sizes S, M, L, and X-L
•	 White or hunter green
•	 �$10, cash or check payable to FCA 

To order, come to an FCA-sponsored event or monthly 
meeting; e-mail president@fca-fairlington.org; or call 
the FCA at 703-243-1735 to leave your name and phone 
number. Visit www.fca-fairlington.org for additional 
details or to find the next FCA event.
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For Sale
ARLINGTON MODEL for Sale by 
Owner. Four bedrooms and three 
bathrooms. One bedroom and 
bathroom on the first floor. $550,000. 
Check out the website for more details 
and pictures www.fairlingtonsale.
com Open house on weekends. 3454 
S. Wakefield Street, Fairlington Mews. 
Call 571-217-2797.

FURNITURE. Danish modern dining 
set. Call 703-379-7125 after 5:00.

BICYCLE. Cannondale tandem bike, 
single gear bike, 36inch toshiba tv, vcr 
& dvd players, dell pc, linksys router. 
This is good stuff on 36th street. 
midmuzk@aol.com. 703-379-8824

Services
I FLAUT! DO YOU? Does your child 
love playing music? For pleasure or 
competition? My passion is helping 
all abilities and ages thrive and learn. 
Adults welcome. Former GWU flute 
professor. Call 703-998-7223 for a free 
lesson. www.lynnhertel.com.

SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS. Day 
camps for ages 5-13. Rhythm, piano, 
or composing. Held at Convergence on 
Quaker. www.libbywiebelmusicstudio.
com for details.

INCOME TAXES. We can prepare your 
Federal and State Income Taxes. New 
home-owners and all-50-state taxes our 
specialty. Electronic Filing. Convenient 
location, evening and weekend 
hours. 30% discount for Fairlington 
Residents. Visit www.cpa-coker.com for 
more information, directions. Call for 
appointment 703- 931-3290. 

MASSAGE. Certified Massage Therapist 
offering massage in quiet, comfortable 
home setting in Fairlington. Deep 
tissue, Swedish, acupressure, 
reflexology, and more. Best prices in 
town. Call 703-300-7719 or e-mail 
emergingplanetaryhealing@yahoo.com 

Mini-ads
COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will help resolve problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment. Jim 703-820-8767 - 
jandgonline.com.

YOGA, REFLEXOLOGY, REIKI, 
INFANT-CHILDREN’S MASSAGE, 
MEDITATION, BREATHING 
TECHNIQUES & MORE. Self-
care starts with you. Create a class 
or purchase a private session. Gift 
certificates available. Certified 
Fairlington resident. www.
moorethanyoga.com. 703-671-2435.

HUGHES COMMUNICATIONS. 
Complete installation or repair of 
telephone, CATV, or data wiring 
and outlets. All work performed by 
owner/technician Al Hughes. 40 years 
experience. Licensed and insured. 
All services are schedule for a specific 
appointment time. All work guaranteed, 
with free estimate, if necessary. Call 
703-354-4528 with any questions or to 
schedule an appointment.

SAVE MONEY. Share a taxi to and 
from the airport. It’s FREE! Mobile 
website, iPhone, and Android. http://
www.CabMatch.com

NEED HELP WITH MORTGAGES? 
Real estate mortgage professional can 
help you refinance/buy at today’s 
low interest rates. Work with people 
you trust! I’m a Fairlington resident 
and specialize in upsidedown value 
refis, credit repair and no-to-low 
downpayment plans. Let’s grab coffee 
and talk! Andrew Sterling, WestStar 
Mortgage, juniorsterling@gmail.com, 
703.244.5881, Facebook “Andrew 
Sterling Real Estate”.

COMPUTER PROBLEM? Don’t 
overspend to fix it. Free estimate – 
evening hours – on-site service. We 
can handle anything computer related. 
571-969-1122. BeltwayPC.com

HEALING TOUCH. Massage therapy 
services. 1225 Martha Custis Drive 
Suite 2. Alexandria, Va. 22302. 
5-10 minutes from Fairlington. 
Phone 703-980-5304. For more 
information check out: www.
healingtouchmassagetherapy.biz.

NEED SOMEONE TO TELL YOU 
WHAT TO DO? Are you beyond 
frustrated, frazzled and angry when it 
comes to your closet? Let me help. My 
25 years in the apparel industry gives 
me the knowledge to separate your 
keepables from your pitchables. And 
I’ll provide you with an easy custom 
system to keep you organized. I’ll 
take care of possible consignment and 
EBay opportunities, donations and tax 
receipts. Joan McNeal 703-606-1559 or 
e-mail jmcnealbaize@cox.net.

Child Care
NANNY. Our former nanny is looking 
for full-time infant/child care. Her 
house or yours. She lives in Fairlington 
and is GREAT with kids. She has 
worked for several Fairlington families 
over the past 10 years. Speaks English 
and Spanish. Call me to discuss. She 
is available on or about May 1st. 
703-930-5646.

CHILD CARE. Professional child care 
in my home. FT/PT. CPR and first aid. 
Excellent references. Worked with 
children for 23 years. Infants welcome. 
Call Pat at 703-370-2603.

CHILD CARE. Warm home setting 
and very nurturing environment. 
Experienced and licensed. Excellent 
references. Call 703-824-0385.

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING will 
make over your patio with new 
plantings, pruning, and fresh mulching. 
Visit: www.sullivanslandscaping.net 
to learn more. Contact Bill for a free 
consultation via email billsullivan41@
gmail.com or cell 571-213-9567.

Improvements
HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, 
clogged drains, storm door repairs, 
fixtures, garbage disposal installation, 
etc. Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

Publication of advertisements in no way 
implies an endorsement by the FCA or its 
board members of the advertisers’ products 
or services.
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PAINTING. Greg the Painter – 
Sixteen years Fairlington resident, 
quality interior painting and drywall 
repair. Large and small jobs. Call 
571-242-2702.

KITCHEN CEILING. Serving 
Fairlington since 1978. We have 
developed several ceiling designs. 
Talk to us about your kitchen 
renovation needs. Call Fairlington 
Maintenance Service. 703-379-7733. 
fairlingtonmaintenance.com

RESALE OR RE-RENT 
PREPARATIONS. We have previously 
prepared hundreds of units for sale 
or rent. Lots of references. Call 
Fairlington Maintenance Service. 
703-379-7733.

PAINTING. Professional, neat, 
clean, reliable, references available. 
Wallpaper removal/hanging, drywall 
repairs. Large and small jobs. 25 years 
experience. Licensed, bonded and 
insured. Free Estimates. Call Steve 
Chute at 571-216-9338. 

REMODELING AND HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs Home 
Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath 
renovations, bath ceramic tile repair, 
painting, drywall, handyman services, 
trim work, flooring, carpentry, 
wallpaper removal. Free design 
services. Free estimates. VA. Class-A 
lic./ins., fast turn around time. 20 
years N. Va. Experience. Joel 703-929-
4676. References available. 

STEPHEN SAMUEL HOME 
UPGRADES. Nature’s Green Stone 
Tiling, Granite Kitchens & Bathrooms. 
Remoldeling/Renovation-General 
Painting, Carpeting, Flooring, 
Carpentry, Plumbing. “You Name It, 
We Do It.” Great work. Great refrences. 
GREAT PRICES! We make the difference. 
It only takes a call. Samosings2008@aol.
com. www.myspace.com/caribbeanize. 
703-405-9479. 

PAINTING & WALLPAPERING. 25 
years experience. Excellent references 
in Fairlington and all areas. Interior 
and exterior. Faux finish. Call Ricardo 
for free estimate 703-495-0781. 
rrhomeimprove.com.

Mini-ads
WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. 
Quality work. Check my ad on 
new vinyl windows! Dave Pearce. 
703-201-6303.

HANDYMAN. Senior Craftsmen, Inc. 
Biff Henley. Licensed, insured, bonded. 
703-403-5354. Seniorcraftsmen@
verizon.net

DOOR SOLUTIONS. 1,000’s of pleased 
customers since 1992. An expert in 
Fairlington doors. Website: www.
doorsolutions.biz (information/prices). 
Email Bill: bill@doorsolutions.biz.

MICHAEL PACHECO 
CONTRACTING. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Interior renovations 
to include painting, finish carpentry, 
window and door casings, complete 
kitchen and bathroom remodeling, 
and plaster repair. We also remove 
wallpaper, do tile grouting, kitchen 
and bathroom floors, and wall to wall 
carpeting. We install storm doors. We 
do all types of household repairs. We 
upgrade electric panels with new code 
approved panels by a licensed, insured, 
electrician. We can help you with 
any of your other electrical needs. We 
can help you with all your plumbing 
work. Your home left clean and neat. 
Old fashioned quality at an affordable 
price. Call Michael at 703-379-6725.

HOME IMPROVEMENT. Ask to 
see finished bathrooms and kitchens 
to compare quality and price. Call 
Fairlington Maintenance Service. 703-
379-7733. fairlingtonmaintenance.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND 
REPAIRS. Serving Fairlington 
since 1978. Hundreds of bathrooms 
and kitchens renovated. Other 
services include painting, plumbing, 
window repairs, leak detection and 
correction, dryer vent replacement, 
regrouting, recaulking, drywall repairs, 
etc. Call Vic Sison at Fairlington 
Maintenance Service 703-379-7733. 
fairlingtonmaintenance.com

R.R. HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC. 
Celebrating our 20 year anniversary 
with very LOW RATES. Painting, 
drywall, carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical, floors, and general household 
repairs. Office 703-495-0781. Call 703-
801-9151. rrhomeimprove.com.

CUSTOM FINISH CARPENTER. 15 
years experience in all general carpentry, 
specializing in finish carpentry. Doors, 
windows, casings, base boards, dado 
rails, window seats, bookshelves, closets. 
No job too small! Fairlington resident. 
Contact me for free estimate at (C) 
301-801-1370 or (H) 571-970-5623. 
jamesfreeman.carpenter@gmail.com

STAPLES REMODELING. For all 
of your home improvement needs. 
Specializing in kitchens, bathrooms, 
basements and painting. Give us a call 
to set up an appointment for a free 
estimate at 703-499-2249 or visit our 
website at www.staplesremodeling.com.

House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest 
& affordable. Specializing in detailed 
cleaning. Serving Fairlington for 
over 13 years. LICENSED, BONDED 
& INSURED. Fairlington references 
available. No Machines to talk to. 703-
820-1808 Visit our website at www.
michelesmaids.net 

JADA’S CLEANING SERVICE. 
Reliable, experienced and good 
references. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, 
occasionally, move in/out, windows 
and offices. Other services: carpets 
steams cleaned. Call us for free 
estimates (703) 569-7799.

B&A CLEANING SERVICES. 22 years 
experience. Excellent references in 
Fairlington and all areas. Reasonable 
prices. We provide our own equipment 
and supplies. Call for free estimate 
703-495-0781.

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable, 
experienced, good references, flexible 
scheduling, reasonable rates. We 
bring our own equipment. Weekly - 
bi-weekly - monthly - occasionally. 
One-time, move-in/out, offices. For 
free in home estimate call Maryen/
Raul at 703-321-5335.
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Mini-Ad Form
Mini-ad copy can be e-mailed to admanager@fca-fairlington.org and then submit your payment by mail to 

FCA AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 22206-0182 or drop off ads and checks to the drop-off box in the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street. E-mailed ad text will not be processed until payment is received.

Write key words from your ad on the check for reference. (Example: “Yard Sale” or “Lost Camera”)
Cost is 50 cents per word (e.g., “998-0000” and “stove” are each one word; “interior/exterior” are two words). 

Please include the following information with all ads:

Name:_ ______________________________________________________________ 	 Phone (h):__________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________ 	 Phone (w):_ ________________________

City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________________ 	 E-mail:_____________________________

Category (see newsletter for options):_________________________________________________________________________

Mini-Ad Text (please print clearly):___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTICE TO all ADVERTISERS
	 Due Date for All Ads:	 6 pm on 10th of the preceding month (May 10th for June issue)
	 Payment:	 Both payment and ad copy must be received by the 10th.
		  Make checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association.”
	 NEW E-Mail Address for All Ads:	 admanager@fca-fairlington.org
	 Mailing Address for All Ads and Checks:	 FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 22206-0182
	 Drop-Off Location for Ads and Checks: 	 Drop-Off Box in Fairlington Community Center,  
		  3308 S. Stafford Street

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your 
dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. 
Petsitting, playgroups, walks, feedings, 
medications. Indoor/outdoor 
plantcare. Established 1999 by 19-year 
Parkfairfax resident; bonded and 
insured. Competitive rates; flexible 
arrangements. Call 703-379-7719.

ALWAYS CARING PET CARE. Dog 
walking, cat sitting. Reliable, flexible, 
midday, holiday or vacation care for 
your pets. Serving Fairlington for 
over 10 years. Excellent references. 
703-765-0990.

DOG WALKER & PET SITTER-
REASONABLE RATES. Special rates 
for regular walks. Mature, responsible, 
reliable and dependable woman 
with excellent Fairlington references. 
Suzanne Mitchell: Pal4Paws.Suzanne@
gmail.com or call 703-868-8894.

For Rent
SHARE HOUSE in S. Fairlington. 
M/F. Own Bedroom/Bathroom. No 
S,D,D. Available for summer. May-Oct/
negotionable. 703-626-9840.

Mini-ads
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Serving Fairlington since 1978. Call 
for our Spring Cleaning Specials. We 
are family owned and operated. Our 
staff is reliable, trustworthy, punctual, 
and detail oriented. We are great with 
pets. Our prices are reasonable and our 
service is very thorough. Call for a free 
estimate. 703-820-8635.




