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County demographer to address FCA
Elizabeth Hardy, Principal Planner and Demogra-
pher for Arlington county, will address the Fairling-
ton Citizens Association (FCA) at their monthly 
meeting on March 11 . Hardy will discuss the 
upcoming 2020 census and give background infor-
mation on how the census will be conducted and 
why it is so important for everyone to be counted .

As part of her presentation, Hardy plans to discuss 
demographic changes in Arlington county and 
how those changes have the potential to impact 
various countywide policies . Changes in popula-
tion can affect how the county decides infrastruc-

ture projects, transportation initiatives, and public school catchment areas . 

The U .S . Census counts every resident in the United States . Article I, Section 
2 of the U .S . Constitution mandates that this occur every 10 years .

The results of the census inform various policies at the county, state, and 
federal levels of government . The information the census collects helps deter-
mine how more than $675 billion of federal funding is distributed to states 
and communities each year .

The census is conducted through various means and temporary workers have 
already been hired to assist in the effort . Invitations to participate will be 
mailed out to every residential address starting in mid-March .

The census officially begins on April 1 and people can start responding to the 
census online, by phone, or paper starting as early as March 12, 2020 . For 
those who do not respond in a timely manner, they will receive a visit from 
a census worker who will be tasked with interviewing households to ensure 
that everyone is counted accurately and completely .

Elizabeth Hardy has served as the County Demographer since 2017; she has 
been with the Arlington County Department of Planning, Housing, and 
Development since 2008 . She has a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University . 

Topics that Hardy plans to cover include 2010 Census Demographics, 2018 
ACS Socioeconomic Demographics, 2020 Population Estimates, Population 
Projections, and the 2020 Census . 

For more information on the census, and in particular Arlington county’s role 
in ensuring an accurate count, visit https://topics .arlingtonva .us/census-2020/ .

—Susan Renehan

FCA is a census partner 
in the Arlington Census 
2020 efforts.

https://topics.arlingtonva.us/census-2020/
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S . 
Stafford St .) unless otherwise noted . Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member .

FCA monthly meeting March 11
Special presentation: Representatives of Arlington 
County’s Department of Community Planning, Housing, 
and Development will talk about the 2020 census and 
demographic changes in Arlington .

Regular board business: 

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website .

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www .fca-fairlington .org . Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox .

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society .

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps .

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd ., Alexandria, VA,  
www .avatar-systems .com .

•  Approval of February  
minutes

• Unfinished business

•  Officer and  
committee reports

• New business

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington .org

Board of Directors
Officers

Guy Land, President
Jennifer Davies, Vice President

Ed Hilz, Treasurer
Rebecca Sayres, Secretary

Directors
Julie Butler
Kent Duffy

Donald Staren-Doby
Chris Weathers
Sam Wolbert

Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington .org

All Fairlington Bulletin
Published monthly by the FCA
Circulation: 3,449 households

Editor: Susan Renehan
Advertising Manager: Katarina Lesandric

Distribution Manager: Noemi Riveira

—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy .
Send material on disk with paper proof to: 

FCA • PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182
Email editorial announcements to: 

editor@fca-fairlington .org
Email commercial and mini ads to: 

admanager@fca-fairlington .org
Drop off location: Drop box in the Fairlington

Community Center, 3308 S . Stafford Street

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
of the month preceding desired publication date . Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to the 

Advertising Manager at 571-403-1942 .

Ad Size Height Width Rate
1/8 page 2 3/16 in . 3 5/8 in . $47
1/4 page 4 5/8 in . 3 5/8 in . $94
1/2 page 4 5/8 in . 7 .5 in . $195
Full-Page 9 .5 in . 7 .5 in . $395
Back Cover (Full Page) 9 .5 in . 7 .5 in . $505
Full-Page Insert (1 Side) 11 in . 8 .5 in . $525
Full-Page Insert (2 Sides) 11 in . 8 .5 in . $570

Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by the FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ 
products or services . AFB reserves the right to refuse any ad-
vertisement based upon either content or artistic expression . 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
the FCA or its board members . AFB reserves the right to edit 
or refuse contributions . All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified .

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2020, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by More Vang .

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911 .
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www .arlingtonva .us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index .htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist .)
 202-225-4376
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Take the long way home

Contributors this month: Lucy Beadnell, 
Jennifer Davies, Kent Duffy, Donna Felipe, Guy 
Land, Rachel Mallory, Beth McGinn, Susan 
Renehan, Bill Sullivan, Chris Weathers, and Sam 
Wolbert .

Some images in this publication may be  
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

At February’s FCA meeting, leaders of the Shirling-
ton Civic Association briefed us on the proposal to 
provide additional density there . 

The Village at Shirlington is roughly 30 years old . Property owner 
Federal Realty Investment Trust (FRIT) wants to reinvest in Shirlington, 
while preserving the small-town character of Campbell Ave . To make 
that work financially, FRIT needs to build on land it owns . And for the 
businesses there to thrive, they need additional customers, which more 
density would yield . 

Without the ability to address these twin challenges, deteriorating 
facades and vacant storefronts could make Shirlington far less attractive 
in future years, something that’s not in Fairlington’s interest .

FCA understands the importance of maintaining Shirlington as a 
vibrant commercial area . It’s part of the extended Fairlington neighbor-
hood . Our residents shop there, frequent the restaurants, go to Signature 
Theatre . We want the businesses to thrive . At the same time, we know 
the concern our residents have about additional density .

Our discussion identified three broad considerations:

First, improvements should include making Shirlington more accessible 
to Fairlington residents . There are already plans to enhance pedestrian 
access down 31st St ., but additional steps are needed to facilitate vehicle, 
pedestrian, and bike access down Quaker Ln .

Second, a discussion of increased density should include a hard look 
at traffic impacts, not just in Shirlington itself but in the surrounding 
neighborhoods . As Shirlington becomes a more popular destination, our 
streets will likely become more congested .

Finally, in considering changes in Shirlington, the county needs to look 
more broadly at a larger geographic area that includes both North and 
South Fairlington, as well as Parkfairfax and adjacent parts of Alexan-
dria . Developments in Shirlington will not happen in a vacuum .

It isn’t just the impact of additional density in Shirlington . Rather, 
it’s the cumulative impact of Shirlington density, combined with the 
proposal to double the density in Park Shirlington, along with the new 
development at West Alex, the conversion of the two Park Center office 
buildings to apartments, and the revitalization of Green Valley . All of 
those will likely feed off of each other, with implications for Fairlington .

FCA representatives attend the county’s work sessions on Shirlington, 
and we will encourage participants to expand their analysis beyond the 
narrow confines of Shirlington’s boundaries .

Guy Land, FCA President, president@fca-fairlington .org

Calendar
Fairlington Knits
Monday, March 9, 6:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S . Stafford St .

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, March 11, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S . Stafford St .

Fairlington Diners
Saturday, March 14, 11 am
Hank’s Oyster Bar
1026 King St ., Alexandria

MOMS Club Consignment Sale
Saturday, March 21, 9 am
FCC, 3308 S . Stafford St .

Fairlington Knits
Monday, March 23, 6:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S . Stafford St .

Book Group
Tuesday, March 24, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S . Stafford St .

Fairlington Diners
Monday, March 30, 6:30 pm
Ramparts
1700 Fern St ., Alexandria

Director Kent Duffy discusses possible 
changes to Metrobus during last month’s 
FCA meeting as Directors Julie Butler 
and Donald Staren-Doby listen. Photo 
by Guy Land. 



4 www.fca-fair l ington.org

Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Fairlington real estate assessments  
outpace county-wide increase 

Property values for most Fairlington models in Arlington 
outpaced the county-wide increase in residential real 
estate assessments for 2020, with some units experienc-
ing increases more than twice the rate across the county . 

Overall the total assessed value of all residential and 
commercial property in Arlington increased by 4 .6 
percent, compared to 3 .5 percent last year . Commercial 
properties saw the largest gain at 4 .9 percent overall, 
while residential properties increased 4 .3 percent .

A spot check of almost 20 different Fairlington models 
revealed that all of them showed assessment increases 
above the county average .

The one-bedroom Braddock, with 761 square feet, led 
the way, showing an increase of 10 .1 percent . Other 
models showing significant increases included the Edge-
wood and the Georgetown, with increases near or above 
eight percent .

The large—and rare—Arlington unit, with 2145 square 
feet, continued to have the highest valuation, shattering 
the $600,000 barrier for the first time . The assessment 
was $631,800, an increase of almost seven percent, or 
$41,100 . 

A large Dominion I (1800 square feet) in North Fair-
lington also broke through the $600,000 mark, with an 
assessment of $605,400 . Other Dominion models com-
fortably exceeded the $500,000 level . No other models 
in the sample had assessments higher than $500,000 .

Assessments for selected Clarendon I models (1500 
square feet), which predominate in South Fairlington, 
and the smaller Clarendon II’s (1383 square feet), which 
are common in North Fairlington, showed increases 
ranging from 5 .6 percent to 6 .9 percent . The assessment 
for selected Clarendon I’s was $495,800, while the assess-
ment for selected Clarendon II’s was $455,900 .

The assessments for individual units of the same model 
can vary, depending on location and whether they have 
undergone major renovation work . 

According to the county, the average home value in 
Arlington, including condominiums, townhouses, and 
detached houses is $686,300 .

Last fall the county board directed the county manager 
to prepare a budget for the coming year that contains 
no increase in the real estate tax rate . Of course, the 
increase in valuations means that homeowners’ taxes 
will rise, even if the rate remains unchanged .

According to a county press release, the increase in com-
mercial property values was driven by a decline in the 
office vacancy rate, continued new construction, demand 
for rental properties, and Amazon-related leasing activity . 
Apartment property values, for example, increased 8 .9 
percent while office values grew by 2 .5 percent .

Real estate assessments are based on previous sales 
figures, so they may lag behind current resale prices . 
Residential assessments are based primarily on neighbor-
hood sales occurring from September 1, 2018, through 
August 31, 2019 . Assessments for specific units may 
not reflect the current fair market value for that unit as 
determined by the marketplace . This may be particularly 
true for Fairlington units that have had major internal 
improvements .

—Guy Land

2020 real estate assessments, selected Fairlington units*

Unit type Sq. feet 2019 2020
Percent 
change

Arlington 2145 590,700 631,800 6.96
Ashlawn 1470 418,500 448,000 7.05
Barcroft 1490 378,100 407,400 7.75
Braddock 711 271,900 299,400 10.11
Bradford 1009 316,900 337,900 6.63
Clarendon I South 1500 454,200 485,800 6.96
Clarendon I North 1500 469,300 495,800 5.65
Clarendon II North 1383 426,400 455,900 6.92
Dominion I North 1800 565,800 605,400 7.00
Dominion I South 1830 533,700 566,400 6.13
Dominion II 1689 493,500 528,000 6.99
Edgewood 1400 382,100 415,100 8.64
Edgewood 1400 401,000 434,800 8.43
Georgetown 922 355,200 383,300 7.91
Monticello 1712 429,700 459,600 6.96
Mt Vernon 1860 444,000 478,800 7.84
Richmond 1031 323,400 346,300 7.08
Sherwood 1257 369,300 395,800 7.18
Staunton 1121 317,700 340,300 7.11
Source:  Arlington County real estate assessments
*Units of the same type may have different assessments.
https://propertysearch.arlingtonva.us/
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Opening  
Fall 2020!

G
P0
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42

0

Discover your capable,  
confident Montessori child.

At Guidepost, your child will enter a wonderful world of activities, tools, and learning materials,  
designed to captivate her interest and inspire her budding intelligence in remarkable ways.  

Early childhood is a brief moment in time when your child’s mind develops rapidly, and she establishes  
foundational character traits. Take advantage of this critical age!

Visit us online today to learn more about our programs. 

West Alex 
3475 N. Beauregard Street, Suite 301 

Alexandria, VA 22311 
(571) 206-1687

guidepostmontessori.com/west-alex 
Toddler • Preschool • Kindergarten • Elementary

GP-FB (20-0114).indd   1GP-FB (20-0114).indd   1 1/14/20   9:03 AM1/14/20   9:03 AM
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Bus riders: take the bus survey by March 2
As part of the Metro budget process, there is a proposal 
to restructure and/or cancel several Metrobus lines that 
serve Fairlington . Public comments are due by 5 pm on 
March 2 .

If you are a bus rider that would be affected by the 
proposed changes, please complete the WMATA survey 
available here: https://www .wmata .com/initiatives/bud-
get/ . It is the best method for public input . 

FCA will be submitting written comments citing con-
cerns with the proposals as well . FCA is collaborating 
with Arlington county and our neighbors in Shirlington 
and Parkfairfax on the proposals .

Below is a summary of the proposed changes; any ser-
vice changes proposed by WMATA would go into effect 
by about July 1:

• Metrobus Route 7Y, which serves North Fairlington, 
is proposed to terminate at the Pentagon instead of 
going into DC to Farragut Square . Riders would need 
to transfer to Metrorail instead .

• During peak hours, Metrobus Route 22C would be 
replaced by additional 22F trips which would keep 
the current 10-minute headway between buses in 
South Fairlington . This is a minor change for most 

and could offer improved schedule reliability . How-
ever, there are some riders who prefer the current 
22C route to avoid crowding on the 7 route . Also, 
there would not be direct bus service from Fairling-
ton to Ballston . 

• Metrobus 22A and 22C service would be cancelled 
for off-peak hours and weekends . Ridership is low in 
South Fairlington during the off-peaks, but the com-
munity has long enjoyed access to/from Metrorail 
provided by this service . During off peak hours, bus 
service would be available with a walk to the 7 route 
in North Fairlington, as well as the Alexandria DASH 
bus service at Bradlee Center or Parkfairfax .

—Kent Duffy

Arlington and Alexandria sponsor seminar for condo leaders
Representatives of several 
Fairlington condo associa-
tions participated in a Febru-
ary seminar for condo and 
homeowner associations 
jointly sponsored by Arling-
ton county and the City of 
Alexandria .

Fairlington Arbor President 
Bill Jenkins, Fairlington Mead-
ows President Joe Spytek, 
Fairlington Villages General 
Manager Greg Roby, along 
with FCA President Guy Land 
and individual Fairlington 
homeowners, were among the 40 people attending the 
session at the Fairlington Community Center .

The seminar focused on educating homeowners about 
the structure and governance of condominium com-
munities; strengthening the knowledge of commu-

nity board members about 
management and budgeting 
issues; and helping commu-
nities understand state law 
related to open meetings and 
governance .

Pia Trigiani and David Mercer, 
two of the D .C . area’s leading 
experts on condominium law, 
led the seminar .

Akeria Brown, Arlington 
County’s Homeownership 
Program Administrator, told 
the group that condominium 

ownership was a good way for homeowners to build 
wealth and community .

A second session, focusing on basic questions about living 
in a community association, will be held on March 28 . 

—Guy Land

Proposed changes to Metrobus service include lines that ser-
vice Fairlington. Photo courtesy Metrobus Info Twitter feed, 
@Metrobusinfo.

From L to R Guy Land, Pia Trigiani, Greg Roby, and 
David Mercer at last month’s condo seminar. Photo by 
Akeria Brown.

https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/budget
https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/budget
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Fairlington 5K’s silent auction goes digital 
During the first annual Fair-
lington 5K in 2014, so many 
local vendors donated gifts 
and services to the event that 
race organizers decided they 
needed to start an auction the 
week before . Now, six years 
later, the Fairlington 5K’s 
silent auction has become a 
huge draw, generating nearly 
100 donations and attracting 
hundreds of bidders through-
out the Fairlington commu-
nity and beyond . 

Just like the race itself, pro-
ceeds from the auction sup-
port Abingdon Elementary 
physical education programs 
and Ellie McGinn, an 11-year 
old Fairlington resident with 
a rare neurological condition 
called LBSL . Ellie’s family is supporting research into a 
cure for LBSL at the Kennedy Krieger Institute / Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore . The genetic disorder 
slowly robs children of the ability to walk, then stand, 
then coordinate all motor movements . 

This year’s silent auction will take place Friday, April 
17, one week prior to the 5K . As always, it will be held 

at the Fairlington Villages 
Community Center, 3005 S . 
Abingdon St ., from 6 to 8 pm . 
There is no charge to enter 
and free adult refreshments 
and food will be served . Free 
babysitting is also once again 
being provided by the Abing-
don PTA . 

This year, however, organiz-
ers have added a special twist . 
Bidding will be done online 
via phone or computer and 
will open about a week prior 
to the actual event . Guests 
will still be able to come and 
see the items up for auction 
in person and bid right up 
until the last second . Those 
who attend will be able to 
walk away with their prize . 

Items up for bid include everything from vacation rent-
als to summer camp registrations to high-end jewelry, 
rare wines, and sports memorabilia . 

To browse the Fairlington 5K Silent Auction Catalogue 
go to https://handbid .app .link/CureEllie .

—Beth McGinn

Master Gardeners offer trainings in March
The Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia is offering 
free trainings in March:

Thursday, March 12, 7– 8:30 pm,  
“Turf Talk:  How to have a healthy lawn”
Dr . Mike Goatley, an entertaining and award-winning 
Virginia Tech professor, will discuss his research on turf 
grass and lawn management from across Virginia, focus-
ing on what everyone from “turf managers” to home 
gardeners should be doing to maintain optimal lawn 
growth while minimizing pesticide and fertilizer usage . 
This program will touch on lawn grass selection, man-
agement and care, and pests and diseases . 

Tuesday, March 31, 7– 8:30 pm,  
“Tomato Love”
Americans love tomatoes – whether that first bite of 

a BLT, a bowl of cool gazpacho, or cherry tomatoes 
picked off the plant and popped into your mouth – and 
tomatoes are the second most consumed vegetable in 
the world! Learn everything you need to know to grow 
exceptional tomatoes: understand the many varieties, 
select those that suit your needs, prepare your garden, 
plant and nurture your plants, and harvest tasty toma-
toes of your own this summer .

These classes are offered by Extension Master Gardeners . 

The trainings will be held at the Fairlington Commu-
nity Center, 3308 S . Stafford St . The classes are free but 
advance registration is requested at mgnv .org . 

Questions? Telephone 703-228-6414 or email mgarla-
lex@gmail .com .

The silent auction is a chance for neighbors to come 
together, bid on unique and valuable items, and 
support A Cure for Ellie.  Pictured here, the 2019 silent 
auction. Photo by Mike Leonard.
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SPRING

INTO

ACTION

 M A R C H  A T  T H E  E N E R G Y  C L U B  

ONLY $59 A MONTH 
FOR 3 MONTHS!

OFFER VALID FOR ANNUAL COMMITMENTS
MONTHLY DUES INCREASE TO $69 AFTER 3 MONTHS

 

WWW.THEENERGYCLUB.COM (703) 824 - 0600 
2900 S. QUINCY ST., ARLINGTON, VA 22206

NOT THE SAME OLD GYM.
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Fairlington says goodbye to friend and leader
Andrew Vitols passed away on February 
3 after a courageous two-and-a-half-
year battle with cancer . He is survived 
by his wife, Elizabeth Lyons, his chil-
dren Eleanor (12) and Ned (10) and his 
parents . Andrew was a celebrity among 
the youngest of Fairlingtonians, evi-
denced by an almost cult-like following 
on the playground, along the streets, or 
in the halls of Abingdon . 

Hailing from Michigan, and a die-
hard Wolverines fan, Andrew and 
his wife called Fairlington home for 
fifteen years . As a stay-at-home parent, 
Andrew was the first “dad” member of 
the Fairlington MOMS Club . He was 
an active volunteer at the Fairlington 
Creative Preschool (FPC) where his 
children attended . 

In 2012, Andrew became an integral voice within the 
Abingdon community, first as a volunteer and then 
assuming the leadership position as PTA co-president 
in 2014 . He served on the school renovation project’s 

Building Level Planning Committee and 
played an important role in the early 
planning stages of the Fairlington 5K . 

Andrew was most recognizable as 
Abingdon’s Cardinal mascot and, in 
subsequent years, “Mr . Banana Man .” 
Despite his illness, Andrew would 
do his best to attend neighborhood 
events . He could be seen giving run-
ners high fives along the 2019 Fairling-
ton 5K route . When people remarked 
at his presence, he simply replied; “Of 
course . Banana Man can’t be stopped .” 

Whether it was his shocking pink, 
green, or orange hair (depending on the 
season), his infectious spirit to bring 
joy, or his commitment to serve, he will 
be dearly missed by all who knew him . 

A Celebration of Life reception will be held on March 
21 at the Fairlington Villages Community Center, 
3005 S . Abingdon St ., from 1–4 pm .

—Jennifer Davies

Andrew Vitols was well-known 
around the neighborhood for 
his generous spirit, his easy 
laugh, and his vibrant hair. 
Photo by Elizabeth Lyons.

MOMS Club consignment  
sale to take place March 21

The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© is hold-
ing its semiannual consignment sale on Saturday, March 
21, from 9 am to 1 pm at the Fairlington Community 
Center, 3308 S . Stafford St . The sale will feature new and 
gently used children’s clothing, shoes, books, games, 
toys, and maternity items . Items are generally priced at 
$3–4 each on average . 

The MOMS Club will donate a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale to a local charity, and many unsold items 
will go to charities that directly give their goods to fami-
lies in need . Savvy shoppers normally get there before 9 
am to stand in line . At 12:30, most items will be reduced 
to 50 percent off until the close of the sale . Credit cards 
will be accepted . 

For more information, including how to obtain 
early shopping passes, go to www .facebook .com/
FairlingtonMomsClubConsignmentSale .

—Lucy Beadnell

Volunteers needed for  
4MR stream cleanup

Arlington County Park Rangers are calling on volunteers 
to help clean up Four Mile Run on Saturday, March 14, 
from 10 am to 1 pm at five locations along the stream, 
including Shirlington . Get outdoors and help Arlington 
restore its natural spaces . This is a great project for indi-
viduals, families, service clubs, and school groups .

Where to meet:

• Jennie Dean foot bridge next to Shirlington dog park

• Barcroft rear pavilion

• Arlington Mill stairs leading down into the park

• Glencarlyn 3rd St . pavilion

• Madison Manor pavilion

Volunteers should wear waterproof boots and appropri-
ate clothing and bring gloves . Bags will be provided . An 
adult must accompany volunteers under 18 years old .

http://www.facebook.com/FairlingtonMomsClubConsignmentSale
http://www.facebook.com/FairlingtonMomsClubConsignmentSale
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hello@khassociates.com www.khassociates.com

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529)EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite 100 Arlington, VA 22201 703-224-6000

Are you considering making a move? 
We get homes sold fast & for a great price! Give us a call at 703-CALL-KAY 

(225-5529) to learn more about our unique listing services. 
We also offer SPECIAL FAIRLINGTON LISTING RATES! 

“Our services start at 
above & beyond”

SOLDSOLD

3026 S Abingdon St - 3026 S Abingdon St - 4629 31st Rd S #A2 - 4629 31st Rd S #A2 - 

PENDINGPENDING

KAY HOUGHTON JUST BROKE MULTIPLE RECORDS 

HIGHEST SALES PRICE FOR A CLARENDON l & 
BARCROFT IN FAIRLINGTON HISTORY

$627,500$627,500 $531,000$531,000
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Home Improvement Showcase draws crowds, interest
Approximately 300 attendees turned out on February 15 
for FCA’s fifth annual Home Improvement Showcase at 
the FCC . Silva Construction, GH Contractors & Handy-
man Service, AKG Design Studio, Frosty’s Heating & 
Cooling, Custom Design Tile, DeLong Home Improve-
ment, Nova Installations, and Daniels Design & Remod-
eling greeted visitors at tables throughout the day, while 
also holding 30-minute intensive and interactive ses-
sions with participants . 

Topics and discussions 
included finishing out 
an attic space, what to 
expect when renovat-
ing or remodeling your 
home, the importance of 
keeping your home prop-
erly insulated from the 
elements and sound with 
updated windows, HVAC 
options to keep a home 
efficiently heated and 
cooled in a mid-Atlantic 
climate, and how to cre-
ate efficient spaces in a 
smaller home . 

Participants found that the event gave them a nice diver-
sity of general contractors and specialists with inside 
knowledge of the community, while showing there is a 
variety of ways to approach home remodeling projects . 
It was an opportunity to size up the contractors and 
learn key aspects of remodeling a home or taking on 
smaller, more specific projects . 

While most attendees appreciated the options of see-

ing contractors at tables in the large multipurpose room 
or witnessing presentations in the classroom, some felt 
stretched between the two options, not wanting to miss 
out on opportunities to hear from the experts . Present-
ing contractors differed in their approaches to a captive 
audience . Some simply allowed the audience to dictate 
the topic by allowing for Q&A, while others prepared 
slide shows and shared stories of what lies behind the 
walls of Fairlington units .

The tabling area in Room 118 stayed very busy for the 
duration of the five-hour event . Attendees were able 
to visit with the eight different contractors on site . In 
addition, Arlington Neighborhood Village, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to helping older residents con-
tinue living in their own homes, held court with several 
interested residents in the same space .

Contractors involved with the event had a chance to 
acquire new contacts and potential business in the com-

The Home Improvement Show-
case gave residents a chance to 
meet with contractors face to 
face. Photos by Guy Land.

The tabling area was busy throughout the five-hour event. 

Remodeling thanks
FCA extends a very special thank you to FCA Director Chris Weathers for organizing this popular event . Thanks 
also to the following vendors and services for participating and offering their expertise to the community .

Continued on page 21
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Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900

  SQUEAKY SUBFLOOR? NO PROBLEM!

  WE SPECIALIZE IN SUBFLOOR REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS


  QUALITY WATERPROOF FLOORING FROM 1.79/SFT!

  UPDATE THE LOOK OF YOUR HOME FOR LESS! 


  HARDWOOD FLOORING INSTALLATION

  SOLID HARDWOOD WITH WHOLESALE PRICING!


  HARDWOOD FLOOR REFINISHING

  BRING BACK THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF YOUR HARDWOOD!


  NEXT DAY CARPET INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!

  OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK, UNBEATABLE PRICES!


CALL OR TEXT PETER TODAY! 
703-926-6740 
peter@petersflooring.net 

 



Our heating and air 
conditioning company 
will service, repair or 
replace your heat  
pump, air conditioner, 
furnace, or water 
heater.

Fairlington Residents!!

Jump Into SavIngS!
Frosty’s Salutes  

Our Troops!!
Don’t forget to ask about  

our military discount.

CALL NOW  703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com

Don’t Forget About Your Seasonal Maintenance!!
It is time to schedule your A/C Check-Up. 

Frosty’s is here to help with your cooling needs!

Offering Replacement 
Systems Starting at

$4995
Call Today to 
inquire about 

Frosty’s 
Signature Series!

https://www.frostysinc.com/specials



IS your a/C on the frItz?
Are you really sure your a/c is in good running 
condition before Washington, DC’s humid summer 
heat hits?

Don’t Become this guy!
Those hot, muggy days of summer are heading 
our way. Don’t wait until they’re here to make sure 
your cooling equipment is up to the task. Whether 
you need regular maintenance, service diagnostics, 
indoor air quality check or system replacement, 
Frosty’s is here to help.

Call Frosty’s toDay For 
all your Cooling neeDs.

froSty’S 
heatIng & CoolIng, InC.

3013 Colvin Street   •    Alexandria, VA 22314

703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com

Offering Short-Term 
Financing at 0% Interest

OR
Long-Term Financing for 

a Full 120 Months at 
a Low Interest Rate!

Call toDay!
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Gunston theater program stresses inclusion
Under the direction of 
drama teacher and after-
school theater program 
director, Caitlin Wittig, 
Gunston students have 
been rehearsing in prepara-
tion for the spring produc-
tion of “The Casablanca 
Project: an adaption of the 
classic film .” Ms . Wittig, 
who has been with APS for 
over 15 years, explained 
that she selected the 
project because “art mat-
ters and the messages we 
amplify are important, par-
ticularly exploring issues 
around doing the right 
thing and fighting on the right side of history .” 

In addition to a robust after-school theater program, 
Gunston offers drama to students in every grade, no 
prior experience necessary . A distinguishing feature of 
the Gunston theater program is an emphasis on inclu-
sivity and access for all students . Wittig comments, “I 
believe that the arts provide students with an oppor-

tunity to learn how to 
express themselves, feel 
safe, and learn to listen 
and work with students 
that they may not see at 
other times during the 
day .”

Gunston 8th grader and 
young Fairlingtonian, 
Fiona Brown, has been 
involved in theater since 
6th grade . Fiona has many 
fond memories of being 
part of the cast and crew . 
When asked to share 
what makes Gunston’s 
Drama Club special, Fiona 

commented, “Ms, Wittig is very eccentric and tries to 
involve everyone in every production .” 

Come check out “The Casablanca Project: an adaption 
of the classic film” on Thursday, March 12, and Fri-
day, March 13, at 7 pm . Tickets are free but donations 
accepted and wildly appreciated! 

—Jennifer Davies

City of Alexandria responds to FCA on King St. project
For the past year, the FCA has been closely following the 
progress of a series of potential improvements that were 
proposed along the King St . corridor between Quaker 
Ln . and I-395 . The proposed improvements included 
landscaping and beautification projects but also drain-
age solutions, stormwater management, and remedia-
tion of potentially hazardous intersections .

Following a series of discussions, the FCA sent a letter to 
the City of Alexandria outlining several concerns, and 
asking for an update on the status and timeline of the 
project .

“The area currently suffers from poor drainage, frequent 
trash, and damaged trees,” wrote FCA President Guy 
Land . “It is both unsightly and a potential health haz-
ard . It’s not a very welcoming introduction to the City 
of Alexandria and our community .”

Land went on to write, “We understand the logic of 
deferring landscaping enhancements until stormwa-
ter work is accomplished, but delays in addressing the 
stormwater management issues also result in deferred 

decisions on landscaping .” 

On January 24, 2020, the City of Alexandria responded 
with a letter from Yon Lambert, Director of Transporta-
tion & Environmental Services (T&ES) . Mr . Lambert said 
he would instruct T&ES staff to inventory street signs 
and replace any signs that were faded or otherwise in 
need of repair . He also responded that he would direct 
the City Arborist to ensure that trees were properly 
trimmed to ensure adequate lines of sight .

Mr . Lambert went on to say, “I do not, unfortunately, 
have a clear answer for you on your request to designate 
this corridor for major capital investment…the City’s 
10-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) does not 
include any designated projects for this part of King 
St . and staff is not recommending any changes at this 
time .”

To read both the FCA’s letter and the City of Alexandria’s 
response, go to the FCA’s webpage, fca-fairlington .org .

—Susan Renehan

Gunston students rehearse for their spring production. Photo 
by Caitlin Wittig.
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
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Proactive pet parents
Arlington is ranked as one 
of the top cities for animal 
lovers, and Fairlington is no 
exception . If you’ve hap-
pened to be outside on a 
beautiful day (or any day, 
for that matter) you may 
have noticed there is an 
abundance of four-legged 
creatures in our backyard . 
With so many animals that 
share in our community, it’s 
important to remember your 
role in keeping Fairlington 
a neighborhood in which 
people and animals can 
coexist harmoniously . 

The Animal Welfare League of Arlington (AWLA) is 
here to help with any and all animal related mat-
ters, including everything from stray dogs to injured 
wildlife . AWLA provides Animal Control services to 
Arlington County and is reachable at (703) 931-9241 
24 hours a day/365 day a year . 

Here are some other local resources and information 
you may need as a pet owner in Arlington county:

• Looking for a place to tire out your pup? There are 
eight off-leash dog parks available in Arlington 
County . These are the only areas in which your 
dog is permitted to be off-leash . Utah Dog Park and 
Shirlington Dog Park are the closest parks to many 

of us, but a full list of all 
dog parks and regulations 
can be found at https://
parks .arlingtonva .us/
parksfacilities/dog-parks/ .

•      When out and about with 
your dog, please help us 
protect the environment 
by always cleaning up 
after your pet . Bag dog 
waste and place it in one 
of the many trash bins 
around Fairlington . Pet 
waste makes our streams 
unsafe for human contact  
and increases the cost to 
treat our drinking water .

• For the safety of your pet, yourself, and the people 
around you, please use a leash . It is against the law to 
allow dogs to run loose on public property or the pri-
vate property of others . Dogs must be restrained by a 
physical leash and under the control of a responsible 
person when on public property . The owners of dogs 
found running at large can be cited, fined, or held 
liable for any damage caused by their pet . 

For more information, including details about AWLA’s 
extensive community programs or links to upcoming 
events, please visit awla .org . 

—Sam Wolbert

Sam Wolbert is the CEO of the Animal Welfare 
League of Arlington, an FCA Director, and a 
dedicated pet parent. Photo courtesy Sam Wolbert.

Fairlington ranked as a top real estate market
A report released by Redfin in December ranks Fairling-
ton in the top 20 of the most competitive neighbor-
hoods in the nation for real estate sales in 2019 . This 
study used a combination of data that included factors 
like sales to list price ratio and days on market for Janu-
ary to November in 2019 . According to the report, Fair-
lington had a 101 .8% sales to list price and median of 
7 days actively on the market to rank as the 18th most 
competitive neighborhood across the country . Redfin 

also used their own internal data to further create their 
evaluative criteria .

Fairlington was one of two neighborhoods from the DC 
Metro real estate market represented in the ranking . AU 
Park/Friendship Heights in northwest DC was ranked 7th . 
The Bay Area in California had the highest number of 
neighborhoods in the study, followed by the Boston area .

—Chris Weathers

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/parksfacilities/dog-parks/
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/parksfacilities/dog-parks/
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/parksfacilities/dog-parks/
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Low inventory!! Seeing multiple bidding wars. List now!!
Contact me for a free estimate, advice on getting home ready for the market, and selling strategies!

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional, eXp Realty
703-963-4505 • Marlene.hall@gmail.com 

Licensed in Virginia and DC
20130 Lakeview Center Plaza Suite 400,

 Ashburn, VA 20147

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

What I offer:

 I’m so grateful 
for your help!

Jean
(Holmes Ln)

Five Star ratings on Zillow

UNDER CONTRACT FOR SALEFOR RENT

I do not do dual agency!  I only represent you in a transaction and no one else!

 3724 Holmes Ln, Alexandria, VA, USA
1BR/1BA • $1750

3427 Valley Dr  
(Madison  
model) 
Live January 
2020  
Bay windows! 
$365,000

3317 Coryell Ln 
(Madison model)  
Live February 
2020  
Right by the 
Coryell pool! 
$365,000

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the Neighborhood on the Listing 
Broker’s Open • Open Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: UVA 
Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public Relations (Georgetown))   
Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (3rd Generation) • 3rd Generation NOVA Realtor 
Contractor List • Transaction Coordinator • Interior Designer Consult

Greetings! My name is Juan Villanueva, and I spent 18 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!

★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★ 

Call TODAY at (703) 307-4022 or angelvillanueva33@gmail.com 

ANGEL’S 
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Working with Victor Sison, Juan installed two beautiful 
bathrooms and a stunning new kitchen in my home. I am 
happy to recommend him.

“
” —Ben Herring, 

Fairlington owner and resident since 1991

 ► All-new kitchens
 ► All-new baths 
 ► Repairs of any sort
 ► Granite countertops & 
backsplashes

 ► Ceramic, granite & 
marble tiles 

 ► Painting
 ► Plumbing
 ► Hardwood fl oors
 ► Crown molding 
 ► Drywall
 ► Electrical work…
 ► And much more!
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Abingdon’s winter concert
On February 6, 
Abingdon 4th 
and 5th graders 
participated in 
a strings, band, 
and choir con-
cert, showcasing 
their musical 
abilities to a 
packed room full 
of parents, fami-
lies, and Abing-
don community 
members . 

The night 
kicked off with 

Mr . Horak, Abingdon’s principal, welcoming everyone 
to the concert and highlighting how important the 
school’s music 
program is to 
the Abingdon 
community . Ms . 
Gomez’s orchestra 
then played and 
the 5th grad-
ers surprised the 
audience with a 
rendition of the 
Star Wars theme 
song . Ms . Kings-
ley’s choir was next, accompanied by a parent on piano 
and students from different classes playing the xylo-

phone . The eve-
ning was capped 
off with Ms . 
Johnson and the 
Abingdon band, 
which played 
several songs . 
The event was 
fun for everyone 
in attendance! 

—Rachel Mallory

abingdonschool news
Marymount men’s basketball 
visits Abingdon
On January 10, the 
Marymount University 
men’s basketball team 
and coaches spent the 
morning at Abingdon 
Elementary School . 
For the last five years, 
PE Teacher Joe Reed 
has coordinated this 
school visit . The play-
ers visit classrooms 
where they read to 
the students and talk 
about the importance 
of education and 
sports . The Abingdon 
students look forward 
to their visit every 
year . The students also 
love to ask the players 
questions and to see how tall they are!

—courtesy Arlington Public Schools News Release newsletter

Yearbook cover chosen
Each year, 5th grade 
students at Abingdon 
submit artwork to 
be used as the cover 
of the yearbook and 
then vote on their 
favorite . A winner 
has been chosen, 
which will be seen 
on the cover of every 
yearbook! The nine 
runners up will have 
a small version of 
their artwork on the 
back cover of the 
yearbook .

A Marymount University bas-
ketball player reads to Abingdon 
students. Photo courtesy Arling-
ton Public Schools News Release 
newsletter.

The winning yearbook cover. Pho-
to courtesy Lauren Muscarella’s 
twitter feed, @MsMuscarellaArt.

Students in Abingdon’s choir led by 
Ms. Kingsley. Photos by Rebecca Kim.

Ms. Gomez leads the orchestra at the 
winter concert.

Students in Abingdon’s band at the 
concert led by Ms. Johnson. 
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Just RENTED 
Clarendon in the Arbor

Nicely updated Clarendon 
for rent in the Arbor in 
December. 3 Levels, 2 BR, 
2 BA + Patio. Tasteful light 
grey paint and pretty 
hardwood floors.  White 
Kitchen with Stainless 
Steel appliances. Energy 
Efficient windows and 
newer HVAC. Updated 
baths.  Assigned parking 
and convenient Arbor 
location. Private setting 
with green space out 
front.  $2500/mo


3467  S. Wakefield Street  

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20 years! 
Top Producer 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

FOR THE LOVE OF HOME 

Considering a move? 

Having the right agent 

represent you is key. 

Call me today for a 

consultation. 
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Wakefield arts
March is Arts in the Schools Month . You can see Wake-
field arts students’ artwork on display around Arlington . 
Wakefield recently won 267 individual awards in the 
Arlington County Scholastic Art Competition . 

Carmina Lopez won the American Visions Award . Her 
piece, Metal with Floral Sheet, was considered one of 
the five best in show . Artwork will be displayed at the 
Arlington Central Library throughout March . In addi-
tion, Wakefield students designed and painted the graf-
fiti mural wall at Pupatella Pizza on Walter Reed Dr .

Wakefield sports
In sports, Wakefield winter athletes won at district com-
petitions . The gymnastic team won the district meet for 
the second year in a row . Sophie Gamboa had an amaz-
ing performance and finished as the All-Around Indi-
vidual District Champ . Gabby Watts finished as District 
Champ as an individual as well as in floor routine . Fair-
lington resident Elizabeth Haley finished 3rd on vault . 

Indoor track sent several athletes to regional competi-
tion in the Girls’ 55m dash, 1600m run, 3200m run, 
4x800 relay, and shot put . The Boys’ team represented 

Wakefield at regionals in the 300m dash, 1000m run, 
4x200 relay, high jump, long jump, triple jump, and 
shot put . Fairlington resident, Reese Creadon, is among 
these elite athletes . In addition, former Abingdon stu-
dent and Fairlington resident Isaiah Mefford won Best 
Male Field Athlete for the second year in a row . 

Wakefield PTSA plant sale
The Wakefield PTSA annual plant sale is just around the 
corner . Order online and pick up your plants the morn-
ing of the sale . Online pre-orders are available now with 
the sale set for April 25 from 9:30 am – 2 pm at Wakefield . 
Most individual flowering plants, vegetables, and herbs 
cost between $3–5 a pot . Hanging baskets are $25 apiece . 
Visit the Wakefield PTSA website for order form and more 
information https://wakefield .apsva .us/ptsa/ .

—Donna Felipe

Wakefield happenings

Primary Day is March 3
Tuesday, March 3, is Virginia’s primary election to 
determine the Democratic nominee for U.S. President.

In-person absentee voting closed on February 29.

Fairlington residents in Arlington vote at either Abing-
don Elementary School, 3035 S. Abingdon St. (for 
those in North Fairlington); or the Fairlington Com-
munity Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. (for those in South 
Fairlington). Fairlington residents who live in Alexan-
dria vote at the NOVA Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus Dr.

All polls are open 6 am to 7 pm on Election Days.

Home Improvement from page 13

munity, while offering specialized knowledge to those 
faced with the need to improve their home .

After another successful turnout, the FCA has determined 
that the event will most likely be held again in 2021 with 
some minor tweaks based on observations and feedback 
received . As long as contractors find a value in the event 
and attendees continue to show up in great numbers, this 
event will continue to be a tradition for the community . 
For information about this year’s contractors, feedback on 
the event, or ideas for next year, please feel free to contact 
Chris Weathers at Chris .Weathers@SothebysRealty .com .

—Chris Weathers

https://wakefield.apsva.us/ptsa/
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby . We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors . In 
February, we visited a couple of our favorites, Rabieng 
for excellent Thai food, and Beckett’s for their great Irish 
specialties . 

Here’s what’s planned for March:

Saturday, March 14, 11 am, Hank’s Oyster Bar, 1026 King 
St ., Alexandria, 703-739-4265, www .hanksoysterbar .com . 
For a change, we’ll try brunch on a Saturday . This branch 
of Hank’s Oyster Bar opened in 2007, and the brunch 
menu includes raw bar, small plates, sandwiches, large 
plates (traditional brunch food), and an assortment of 
sides . Because we do need a reservation, please call Carol 
at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, no later than 6 pm 
on Thursday, March 12 . Leave a voicemail if you don’t 
reach her—include your name and how to contact you 
the day of the event, in case plans change . 

Monday, March 30, 6:30 pm, Ramparts, 1700 Fern St ., 
Alexandria, 703-998-6616, www .rampartstavern .com . 
We’ll return to this perennial local favorite on a Monday, 
when they offer a special price on hamburgers (and turkey 
burgers, and the occasional fish burger) with the purchase 
of any beverage . The rest of the menu is also available . 

If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in the 
previous month, send your email address to carol_dabbs 
at yahoo .com .

Book Group 
Join the Fairlington Book Group in March to discuss 
Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and 
the Murder of a President, by Candice Millard . The book is 
an account of James Garfield’s rise from poverty to the 
American presidency, and the dramatic history of his 
assassination and legacy .

“A spirited tale that intertwines murder, politics and 
medical mystery…Candice Millard leaves us feeling that 
Garfield’s assassination deprived the nation not only of 
a remarkably humble and intellectually gifted man but 
one who perhaps bore the seeds of greatness .”—The Wall 
Street Journal

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-ins . 
No commitment required! Join us for our discussion, even 
if you haven’t read the book . We are meeting on Tuesday, 
March 24, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington Community Cen-
ter, 3308 S . Stafford St . We hope you’ll join us .

Canasta Group Doubles the Fun
Our local Canasta group has multiplied the cards, the 
luck and the fun . We are now playing “Hand and Foot,” 
a Canasta-type card game played coast to coast . If play-
ing your hand was fun, there may be wild cards waiting 
in your foot! Join this local group, which plays Tuesday 
mornings at a church hall near Fairlington . Having card-
sense is helpful, but we’re happy to teach you the rules 
of this game . Call Carol Ann 703-931-8533 .

Fairlington Knits
Join us at Fairlington Knits! a knit/crochet meet-up on 
Monday, March 9, and Monday, March 23 . We meet 
from 6:30-8 pm, at the Fairlington Community Center 
on S . Stafford St . Bring what you’re working on, share 
what you know, and learn new skills . Meet new friends, 
some who might be neighbors, and enjoy an evening 
of making things with like-minded people . All levels of 
knitters and crocheters are welcome .

The events are posted on the Fairlington Appreciation 
Society’s Facebook page . For more information, contact: 
Turnerwork@aol .com .

Fairlington MOMS Club
The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© is a group 
for moms of young kids to find friends, get support, and 
have play opportunities for the kids . The Club partici-
pates in a number of annual service projects to help our 
community, four big annual parties, routine playdates 
and crafts, and moms’ nights out . We have a great listserv 
for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairlington 
families . We welcome all moms! Please email fairlington-
momsclub@gmail .com for information on joining and 
visit us online at www .fairlingtonmomsclub .com . $30 in 
annual dues goes to support the club’s work and service 
projects . The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA is 
the local chapter of International MOMS Club® .

www.hanksoysterbar.com
http://www.rampartstavern.com
http://www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com
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Down to earth
patio gardening
Depending on March’s unpredictable 
weather, we are a few weeks away 
from spring plantings . Sometimes, 
we can plant mid-month . But with 
snowfall and frost still a possibility, 
it’s smart to wait until April 1 to don 
the garden gloves and jab the shovel 
into the soil for new plant holes .

Nurseries delay showcasing plant 
inventories this month for fear of 
their plants freezing . Not all gar-
den centers have heated bubbles or 
houses where plants are stored in 
winter . While shrubs and trees will 
be for sale April 1, annuals such 
as impatiens and begonias won’t 
appear until mid-April .

So, what might you, the gardener, do 
in March?

Cleaning up the soil space and 
ridding your garden of eyesores is 
project Number One . This spring 
cleaning prepares your layout for 
rejuvenating plants (perennials) and 
new plantings . With clean, open 
spaces, you’ll have a clear idea of 
what plant goes where . Below are 
some de-cluttering ideas:

Pots: Over winter, containers 
become filled with dead leaves, weeds 
and compacted soil . Remove every-
thing, add pebbles at the base for 
drainage, and fill the pot with fresh 
soil conditioner, which is more loam-
like than topsoil, which can form in 
clods . If you have plastic containers 
with plastic hangars, re-use them in 
the same fashion (as long as they 
aren’t cracked from winter freezes) .

Wild shrub branching: I say 

“wild” meaning growing or reaching 
where they need not be, such as a 
rosebush’s thorny branch stretching 
across the wooden gate or kitchen 
storm door . Since many shrubs’ 
branches tangle, locate the branch 
crotch and prune one of two twisted 
branches . This leaves a cleaner, open 
appearance . 

A specimen’s lowest branches that 
droop to the ground may “re-root” 
in the soil and re-grow . Uproot 
these colonizers and then go to the 
crotch (maybe at the trunk) to make 
your cut . Why? There’s no need for 
branches of a small tree or shrub to 
drag the ground . Cluttered branch-
ing prevents air flow and invites 
moisture build-up in the form of 
fungus, mold, and mildew . In addi-
tion, dead leaves and debris collect 
here . And critters find this mini 
“fort” a nesting place .

Renewal pruning: Perennials can 
be “tidied up” now, so prune old 
flower stalks . On black-eyed Susan, 
purple coneflower, columbine, hosta, 

and sedum, these spent, brown lead-
ers still stand tall while the basal 
(lower) foliage remains evergreen . 
On vines, prune spent growth but 
leave the base of the plant undis-
turbed . In time, the plant’s new, 
green growth emerges and twines 
upward . 

Mulched areas: With a trowel, 
trench out the outer bed edge and 
distribute this soil to the back of the 
bed (at the fence) . Creating this con-
duit prevents mulch or soil erosion 
onto your concrete, brick or flag-
stone patio . Once cleaned out, spread 
a light coating of new mulch here . 
Next, dig out all the weeds or crab-
grass that has invaded your garden . 
With a clean soil area, your perenni-
als and new plantings will have an 
undisturbed area in which to grow .

Hardscapes: Where either sand or 
stone dust (malleable substances) 
lie between bricks or flagstones, tree 
seedlings or weeds may appear due 
to wind or bird droppings . Take a 
screwdriver and groove out these 
areas to remove the weeds which 
never root deeply . Then replace this 
area with fresh sand or stone dust . If 
the area in the seams is mortar (and 
it’s cracked), scrape it out and add 
new mortar mix (bag or tube) . If you 
have flagstone (which is gray), buy 
mortar mix that’s been dyed gray . If 
that’s not available, buy a small can 
of gray paint to mix in with the mor-
tar which will match the flagstone’s 
gray color . White lines between gray 
flagstones are unsightly . 

—Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Spring cleaning your patio garden

March is a good time to gather your 
tools and tackle some garden clean-up 
projects. Photo courtesy Pixabay.
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Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes . 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years . Convenient evening 
and weekend hours . 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents . Visit www .
cpa-coker .com for more information, 
directions . Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included . 
(703) 931-3290 . 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers:. Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more . Private session or create a 
class . www .moorethanyoga .com . 
703-671-2435 .

IRS ENROLLED AGENT  can prepare 
your individual, business, amended 
and prior year income tax returns, and 
respond to IRS and state tax letters . 
Bookkeeping services also available . 
Flexible time and place appointments . 
Please visit www .alexandria-tax-
bookkeping .com for more information, 
or call Christine at (703) 407-7545 or 
email: christine .atb3@gmail .com . 

COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will troubleshoot problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment . Jim (703) 820-8767 . 

Mini-ads
LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more . Contact 
Allegiance Property Management –info@
allegiancepm .com, 703-824-4704, or 
www .allegiancepm .com

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. With 
the planting season in dormancy, now 
is a good time to install a new flagstone 
patio . We’ve done many in Fairlington, 
a community I served for 30 years . 
Winter is also an ideal time to clean up 
and mulch the planting beds . Pruning, 
in most cases now can be done as well . 
Contact Bill Sullivan at billsullivan41@
gmail .com or 571-213-9567 . I live nearby 
and grew up in the area . 

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc . Dave 
Pearce . 703-201-6303 .

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Home and office repair, 
rental maintenance, painting, drywall 
repair, pressure washing, minor 
electrical and plumbing, to do lists and 
more . Free estimates, fair pricing and 
friendly service . Since 2008, Fairlington 
references available . Tim Miles cell 
443-995-3825 .

RUNNING RENOVATOR. March . 
My Birthday Month and those curious 
winds . Please allow me to help with 
some of those projects around the 
house . (Birthday cake is not required .) 
I specialize in plaster/ drywall repair, 
painting and finishing work . So, if I can 
help in anyway . Drop me a line – I’ll 
run right over . Email me at running .
renovator@gmail .com . Robert Tetrault 
904-673-2719 . Operators are standing by . 

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS:  Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service . Your Fairlington 
specialist . Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal . 
Free design services . Free estimates . 
VA . Class-A lic ./ins ., fast turn around 
time . 20 years N . Va . Experience . Joel 
703-929-4676 . 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician . Lights, fans, panel 
replacements . Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC .net

IS THERE A FIRE HAZARD IN 
YOUR LAUNDRY ROOM? Dryer vent 
hoses in Fairlington homes need to be 
inspected regularly to ensure they are 
clear from accumulated lint, which 
can cause fire . Often, the entire system 
needs to be cleaned out, and in some 
cases, replaced entirely . Call Juan today 
for a free inspection 703-307-4022 or 
angelvillanueva33@gmail .com .

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc . Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering . 25 years experience . 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable . 
Licensed, bonded, insured . References 
available . Free estimates . Steve Chute . 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450 . Chute285@
aol .com .

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

Join the Fairlington conversation 
on Facebook at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society .
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MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable . BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE . Window cleaning 
now available . LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED . 15 years in Fairlington . 
Fairlington references available . No 
Machines to talk to . 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www .michelesmaids .net

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references . 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, 
move in/out, windows and offices . Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned . Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol .com 

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices . Quality 
work . Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce . 703-201-6303 .

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs . Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting . Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www .
staplesremodeling .com .

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall . Class A license . Call Mario 703-
501-7506 . mzambrana60@yahoo .com

House Cleaning
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Thanks to all our great customers, we 
have reached our 41st anniversary! We 
are family-owned and operated . For a 
free estimate call 703-820-8635 or text 
571-243-7263 .

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced . Good references . Flexible 
scheduling . Reasonable rates . We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp . We bring our 
own equipment . Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices . For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335 .

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th of the 
preceding month (March 10 for April issue) .

• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association .” 
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop off at 

FCA drop box .
• Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA drop box .

Email: admanager@fca-fairlington .org
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 
22206-0182 .
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 3308 
S . Stafford St . (Hours: 8 am–9 pm, M-F, 8 am–5 pm, Saturday; 
closed Sunday .)
Cost: 50 cents per word .
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, email 
address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for options) . 

A color 
version of this 

newsletter 
is available 
online at  
www .fca-

fairlington .org .

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

ARLINGTON REALTY
Family Owned Since 1984 • Serving VA, MD & DC

703.836.2525
mypropertymgr@gmail.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Family Owned & Operated since 1984
701 23rd St. S, Arlington VA 22202

Detailed background checks • Tenants pay online • Monthly 
reports End of year statements • Yearly property inspections

Maintenance service • Move-in/move-out inspections 
Owner statements available online 24-7

 
IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters.  
 

Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience.  

   

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545 or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com         

www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com   



Listed for Sale $548,800 
4141 Henderson Rd #324 

Arlington, VA 22203 

2BR/ 2BA  

Cody Chance 864.525.9253 

Listed for Rent $1,850/month 
5627 8th St S 

Arlington, VA 22204 

2BR/ 1BA 

Julie Flory 703.599.3111 

 
 

Listed for Rent $1,850/month 
2994 S Columbus St #A2 

Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/ 2BA 

Pat Shannon 571.237.4767  

Listed for Sale $578,000 
3113 Hatcher St 

Alexandria, VA 22303 

4BR / 2BA  

John Mentis 202.549.0081 

Listed for Sale $560,000 
2838 Monroe St 

Falls Church, VA 22042 

3BR/ 2BA 

Ivana Pelikan 202.203.8600 

Listed for Rent $1,700/month   
3047 S Buchanan St #c1 

Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/ 1BA 

Dayna Wagner 703.447.7268 

Listed for Rent $2,400 
2891 S Abington St #A1 

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/ 2BA 

Sandra Graves 703.577.5633 

Listed for Sale $295,000 
203 Yoakum Pkwy #209 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

2BR/2BA  

Tom Ross 703.862.1626 

Dec.2019 

 
  Arlington Office | 703.522.0500                                            Falls Church Office | 703.534.9660 

   4600 Lee Hwy, Arlington VA 22207                               6299 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church VA 22044 
 Mar.2020 

Listed for Sale $269,900 
1200 S Arlington Ridge Rd #505 

Arlington, VA 22202 

1BR/ 1BA 

Richard Dale 703.861.3251 


