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The sound wall voting results are in
Inside this month
Features

Some portions of Fairlington along I-395 will get sound walls while other
areas will not as a result of voting by eligible residents and owners along the
affected areas. Geoff Vetter, Public Information Officer for AECOM, reported
the decisions in a late April letter to FCA President Guy Land. FCA had
hosted a community briefing on the sound walls in October.

Sound wall voting results. . . . . . . . . . . 1

There will be no sound walls on the
southbound side of I-395 in North
Fairlington. The proposed barrier would
have run along the King St. exit ramp
from south of S. Abingdon St. and then
along King St. roughly to 30th St. Residents in that area rejected the proposal
for sound walls and Vetter says that the
walls will not be built.
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Closer to Shirlington, there will be two
short walls on the southbound side
along the entrance ramp from the Shirlington Circle to I-395 south and then
directly across from The Citizen at Shirlington Village and Shirlington House
apartments on S. 31st St.

Construction on the I-395 express
lanes began in August 2017, with
final completion expected in summer 2020. Photo by Guy Land.

On the northbound side of the highway, eligible voters in Fairlington Mews
also rejected the sound barrier proposal,
but voters in Fairlington Commons
Continued on page 21

Learn about Shirlington circle
safety study at June 13 FCA meeting
At the Fairlington Citizens Association (FCA) meeting on Wednesday, June
13, residents will learn about the Shirlington Interchange Improvements
Study being conducted by VDOT. The circle was originally included as part
of the I-395 HOT Lanes project, but later removed. The meeting will be held
at 7 pm at the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St.
The study will assess safety and operational improvements at the I-395
Shirlington interchange (Exit 6), and surrounding intersections that could be
Continued on page 23

Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S.
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members
may address the board on matters affecting the community, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting June 13
Special presentation: Olivia Daniszewski, EIT, Engineer, Preliminary Engineering with VDOT, will present
information on the Shirlington Interchange Improvements study and get feedback on alternatives that could
be moved forward under further study.
Regular board business:
• Approval of May
minutes
• Unfinished business

• Officer and
committee reports
• New business

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to
your inbox.
Find us on Facebook at Fairlington
Appreciation Society.
Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week
before hard copies hit doorsteps.
Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,
www.avatar-systems.com.

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency)
703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency)
703-558-2222
Animal Warden
703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages)
888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center
703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints
703-228-7929
Miss Utility
811
Pothole Patrol Hotline
703-228-6485
Shirlington Library
703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline
703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints 
Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
202-225-4376
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president’s

Calendar

Message

Fairlington Diners
Wednesday, June 6, 6:30 pm
The Fish Market
105 King Street, Alexandria
Primary Elections
Tuesday, June 12, 6 am to 7 pm
FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, June 13, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.
Affordable housing open house
Thursday, June 14, 6 to 8 pm
Fairlington Presbyterian Church
3846 King St.

A few weeks ago, I attended a small retirement celebration for one of
the crew at Fire Station 7, and it made me consider what a valued asset
to Fairlington that station is. The men and women who serve there are
very much a part of our community.
Scores of kids enjoy climbing in the cab of the firetruck at our Fourth of
July celebration. The station’s October Open House both educates children on fire safety and helps make them comfortable around the firemen. When Santa rides the firetruck through Fairlington in December,
youngsters and their parents line the streets to wave at Santa.

Fairlington Diners
Monday, June 18, 6:30 pm
Ramparts
1700 Fern St., Alexandria
Book Group
Tuesday, June 26, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

On the right path

And then there are the frequent times when the station door is open,
the truck is parked out front, and Fairlingtonians of all ages drop by
just to chat. Capt. Justin Tirelli and Capt.Craig Brightbill and their team
enjoy getting to know our residents. This truly is a community fire
station.
Of course, the station is about more than just participating in community events. It serves an important role as a first responder for both
Arlington and Alexandria. Those two jurisdictions have a reciprocal
agreement that whichever station is closest and available will respond to
an emergency regardless of which jurisdiction the emergency is in.
Capt. Tirelli points out that they don’t just focus on fire safety education
and fire emergency responses. Rather, they are also trained to respond
to the kinds of threats that unfortunately are becoming more common,
such as an active shooter situation or a mass casualty occurrence. FCA
is considering inviting the station staff to brief the community on how
best to prepare for and respond to these sorts of threats.

This beautiful new path and entrance to
Abingdon Elementary was a joint undertaking between Arlington Public Schools,
Fairlington Villages (FV), and Lancaster
Landscapes (the FV grounds contractor).
Joel Owen of Lancaster generously donated resources toward this project. Photo
by Guy Land.

Station 7 is the smallest fire station in the county and doesn’t meet the
optimal size for Arlington fire stations. Because of this, in the past Station 7 has shown up on a list of possible cost-cutting measures. Fortunately, that hasn’t been the case in several years. The county board and
county manager recognize what an integral part the station is to the
community and how warmly our residents embrace it.

Contributors this month: Lynne Blasi,
Christine Chirichella, Cindy Kunz, Guy Land,
Carrie Lewis, Bill Sullivan, Robin Weinick, and
Michelle Woolley.

Guy Land, FCA President
president@fca-fairlington.org

The next time you’re out for a walk around the neighborhood, drop by
the station and tell them how important they are to our community.

Some images in this publication may be
digitally enhanced.

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8

3

Get fit this

summer

for only $59*
Bring in this flyer for a

DISCOUNTED SUMMER RATE
and receive a

We’re not the same old gym!

FREE Energy Club T-shirt
FREE 60-minute Personal Training session
FREE $20 gift card to Copperwood Tavern
*See club for more details. Must be 18 years or older, local residents
& first-time guest. ID REQUIRED. Some restrictions apply.

Limited time offer 06.30.2018

Shirlington Village
2900 S. Quincy Street, Arlington, VA

703-824-0600

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .ai

Call or visit www.theenergyclub.com for a

FREE 3-DAY TRIAL!

RENOVATED GYM • NEW EQUIPMENT • OVER 60 STUDIO CLASSES PER WEEK INCLUDED!
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Sen. Ebbin briefs community about
General Assembly activity
The FCA hosted Virginia State Senator Adam Ebbin at
its May 9 meeting. Sen. Ebbin briefed attendees on the
General Assembly’s (GA) 2018 legislative session and
responded to questions.
There were over 2,700 bills introduced in the GA this
session, and only about a third passed. Ebbin was particularly proud of the passage of a bill to raise the felony
larceny threshold up to $500. Virginia previously was
one of two states with the felony larceny threshold set at
$200, the lowest in the country.
The GA passed its firstever legislation requiring sexual harassment
training for its members.
The governor also signed
legislation requiring the
approval of the state Board
of Corrections for a juvenile offender to be sent to
an adult jail or prison.
Ebbin highlighted two of
his bills that were signed
into law by Governor
Ralph Northam. SB605
prohibits public schools
Sen. Adam Ebbin addressed
from giving job recomthe FCA’s May meeting.
mendations to employees
Photo by Guy Land.
accused of sexually abusing students. Ebbin was inspired to address this problem
because of a teacher who was terminated in Loudon
County and went on to sexually abuse students in Florida.
SB918 repeals the provision of state law that allows for
the revocation of professional licenses from people who
fall behind on their student loans.

Upcoming proposals
The senator noted that he sits on the Privileges and Elections Committee and explained that the 2019 session is
the latest the GA can start the two-year process to amend
Virginia’s constitution to allow for redistricting reform
ahead of the 2021 election cycle. “The biggest issues are
who draws the districts and what is fair,” Ebbin explained.
There is currently a proposal to create competitive districts,
where districts aren’t clearly Republican or Democrat,
though Ebbin noted that in areas like Arlington and Alexandria it would be difficult to do that. Other proposals sug-

gest an independent commission or staff redraws districts.
Ebbin also serves on the interim joint committee of Senate and House of Delegates members that was created to
address election issues. The committee is set to review
several of his legislative proposals, including allowing for
non-excuse in-person absentee voting, simplifying the
absentee voting return envelope, as well as proposals to
change how Virginia handles tied elections and prohibiting split precincts.

Bill update for 2018
Ebbin, a founding member of American State Legislators for Gun Violence Prevention, noted that in Virginia
there is one death caused by a gun every 10 hours. He
co-chairs the Gun Violence Prevention Caucus with Delegate Kathleen Murphy.
Sixty-nine gun violence prevention bills failed this session, including Ebbin’s legislation to ban bump stocks
and to make it a Class 1 misdemeanor to carry a loaded
firearm in a public place while under the influence of
alcohol or illegal drugs. A bill to guarantee the right to
carry guns in churches was pulled from the House floor.
Continued on page 15

Primary elections to
be held June 12
Democratic and Republican primaries for statewide offices
will take place on Tuesday, June 12, from 6 am to 7 pm.
North Fairlington residents will return to Abingdon Elementary to vote, now that the renovation and expansion
project is complete. South Fairlington residents will continue to vote at the Fairlington Community Center, 3308
S. Stafford St. Alexandria residents who live in Fairlington
will vote at the NOVA Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus Dr.
Because you do not register to vote by political party in
Virginia, any voter may choose to vote in either primary.
Voters make that choice when they check in at the polls,
and they can only vote in one primary.
For more information, visit the Virginia Department
of Elections at www.elections.virginia.gov, Arlington
County at https://vote.arlingtonva.us/elections, the City
of Alexandria at www.alexandriava.gov/elections.
—Christine Chirichella
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Contact Us For A Free
Second Opinion!
I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers
for more than 15 years
and cannot imagine having anyone
else take care of my dental
health. He and the entire staﬀ are
simply outstanding and provide

excellent patient care.

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge
dentist. He keeps up with the

latest technologies

and implements them into his
practice. Even my latest crown
was practically pain free!
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

– Janene, Arlington, VA

I had a great experience. The staﬀ was
extremely friendly and helpful.
I felt welcomed and comfortable the
whole time I was in the oﬃce. The
hygienist and the dentist explained
everything to me in full detail and
spoke to me honestly about my options.
– Erik, Arlington, VA

Painless anesthesia wand
TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows
Mercury-free crowns and ﬁllings

Dr. Michael Rogers
(703) 671-1001 oﬃce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206
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Invisalign orthodontics
TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

fairlingtondental.com
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New at the Farmers Market: Food scraps and
household organics collection
Excitement was in the air on opening day of the farmers market. May
6 kicked off the season with large
crowds of shoppers eager to stock up on
fresh, local, and healthy food from our terrific vendors.
The market is open every Sunday through November 18.
Join us from 9 am to 1 pm at the Fairlington Community Center at 3308 S. Stafford St.
Most of the vendors from last season are back this year,
and we’re excited to welcome two new vendors: Chase
Your Tail Bakery (your pets will thank you) and Number
1 Sons. We may have some new vendors on a regular or
“pop up” basis too. We’ll take a detailed look at these
new vendors in next month’s Bulletin.
An exciting new feature of the market is food scraps and
household organics collection. Many Fairlington residents compost these items for good reasons: Composting
reduces disposal emissions produced at landfills and incinerators, and provides a nutrient-enriched soil product that
can reduce or eliminate the need for chemical fertilizers.

Fairlington Farmers Market volunteer Eliot DeLaCruz-Kriviski
shows the latest feature of the
market, a composting collecting
receptacle. Photos by Guy Land.

Now, you can bring
your compost collections to the farmers
market every Sunday
for pickup by the
Arlington County
Solid Waste Bureau.
Aisha Salazar, Fairlington Farmers Market
Manager, worked with
Bureau staff to arrange
to have our market
designated as a collection site.

Food scraps and household organics collected
from the market and
other drop-off locations are processed in
an in-vessel composting unit with an automated mixing
system. The finished compost product is used as a soil
amendment for Arlington County landscaping projects.

Please place loose items or those contained in paper bags
in the bins at the market information tent or the entrance
on S. Utah St. Plastic bags, including “biobags” and
“compostable bags” will not be accepted.

The May 6 market opening day attracted large crowds, to the
delight of vendors old and new.

Here’s what you can put in the bins:
Food scraps:
• fruits
• vegetables
• nuts
• eggs and egg shells
Household organics:
• coffee grounds, filters,
and tea bags (no strings)
• cotton balls
• hair

• breads, grains, and pasta
• meat and seafood
(including bones)

• soiled paper products
(paper towels, napkins,
and paper plates)
• house plants

Materials not accepted:
• plastic (including plastic and compostable bags)
• compostable utensils and plastics
• wax-coated paper products
A few more tips: Store your food scraps and household
organics in a sealed container in the freezer to avoid
unwanted odors and pests. Storage options can include
paper bags or cardboard containers, metal or plastic
sealed containers, or used coffee cans or jars.
Get the latest market news by signing up for our newsletter at www.fairlingtonfarmersmarket.org or liking us
on Facebook. See you at the market!
—Lynne Blasi
The market is open and all vendors will be here
during the renovation of the park at the community
center. Part of the parking lot is closed, so you may
want to walk or bike to the market, or park on S.
Utah St., S. 32nd Rd., or Quaker Lane.

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8
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Did you know, that while we love Fairlington,
we help buyers and sellers across VA, DC, & MD?
Recent Kay Houghton & Associates Sales!

ht
g
u
bro
We buyer!
the
Springfield, VA

ht
g
u
bro
We buyer!
the

Washington DC

ht
g
u
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We buyer!
the
Rockville, MD

D

SOL

Burke, VA

All photos courtesy of
MRIS.com © 2018

YOU’RE INVITED!
Seller Seminar
TUESDAY
JUNE 26

Buyer Seminar
WEDNESDAY
JUNE 27

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
JOIN US FOR TWO FREE SEMINARS FOR HOME BUYERS AND SELLERS
Buying or selling a home can be intimidating, even if you’ve done it before! Join us at the
Shirlington Library for one or both of our FREE seminars. You’ll learn important information about
buying and selling as well as how to avoid common real estate pitfalls. From financing to home
inspections, appraisals to closings, you’ll learn everything you need to feel like a real estate pro!

Both events run from 7 - 8 PM - Refreshments served at 6:30 PM
SHIRLINGTON LIBRARY - IN SHIRLINGTON VILLAGE AT 4200 CAMPBELL AVE

RSVP at www.khassociates.com/events

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite100 Arlington, VA 22201
703-224-6000

hello@khassociates.com
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
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www.khassociates.com

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529)
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Get ready to march in
the annual July 4th parade

The ever-popular fifers led last year’s July 4 Parade. Photo by
Guy Land.
Celebrate Independence Day, Fairlington style, at the
annual July 4th Parade! Decorate your strollers, wagons,
bikes, scooters, kids, dogs, cats—even yourselves—in red,
white, and blue and meet up with your neighbors at the
Fairlington firehouse, 3116 S. Abingdon St. by 10 am.

Property tax payments due June 15
The due date for the first installment of real estate
taxes is Friday, June 15. The same date applies to
both Arlington County and the City of Alexandria.
Real estate bills were mailed in early May. Residents will not receive a bill if taxes are paid from an
escrow account through your mortgage. If you have
a mortgage and receive a bill, please contact your
mortgage company as soon as possible.
For customers who are responsible for paying their
real estate taxes, Arlington’s Customer Assessment
and Payment Portal (CAPP) is a convenient way to
pay securely online. Even if you do not pay via the
internet, CAPP has many other benefits, including reminder emails about upcoming due dates. To
learn more about CAPP, visit capp.arlingtonva.us or
call 703-228-3702.

Annual Spring Yard Sale

The parade marches along S. Abingdon St., concluding at
the Fairlington Villages Community Center (FVCC) parking lot, 3005 S. Abingdon St. Take part in the communitywide, post-parade gathering for hot dogs and ice cream.
The festivities are co-sponsored by Fairlington Villages and
the FCA. Volunteers are needed. To help with this popular
event, please email activities@fairlingtonvillages.com.

No Kid Hungry Bake Sale
Join us after the July 4th parade for the 16th Annual
Fairlington No Kid Hungry Bake Sale, presented nationally by Share Our Strength.
Over the years, Fairlington’s efforts to end childhood
hunger in America have raised more than $20,000.
Contribute to this great cause and join in the fun by
purchasing goodies for family and friends.
If you’d like to donate your favorite baked goods (please,
no frostings or fillings to melt in the heat), deliver them
to the tables set up at the FVCC between 9 and 9:30 am.
Cathy Malin has generously donated her time and
creativity to the bake sale over the last 15 years. She’s
recently handed over her apron, and we’d like to dedicate this year’s bake sale in her honor.
If you would like to help set up and/or sell, please contact coordinator Robin Weinick at rweinick@gmail.com.

The annual Fairlington Villages Spring Yard Sale
attracted plenty of buyers looking for bargains and
allowed sellers to pass along their spring-cleaning
treasures. Photos by Guy Land.

—Robin Weinick
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9

10

w w w.fc a -fairlington.org

Fairlington Park playground renovation starts
In a December letter
to the county board,
FCA indicated its support for the renovation but expressed
disappointment that
all of the playground
would be inaccessible throughout the
project.

Construction has
begun on the eightmonth renovation of
the Fairlington Park
behind the Fairlington Community Center on S. Stafford St.
The contractor fenced
off the playground
construction area in
early May, including
19 parking spaces set
aside as the staging
area.
The playground
and the parking
spaces will be closed
Left: Workers from Bennett Construction install fencing around the renothroughout the projvation area in early May. Right: Young children enjoyed the playground
ect, which is schedon the last weekend before the renovation began. Photos by Guy Land.
uled to be completed
by the end of December.
Most of the field—except for the exercise area at the
south end and a small portion at the northern edge—
will be open to the public throughout much of the
construction period.
County staff worked with the leaders of the Fairlington Farmers Market to minimize any adverse impact
on the market. This included shifting the construction
staging area further away from the market. As in previous years, the market will be open every Sunday until
mid-November.
The project includes a new playground for both twoto-five and five-to-12 age groups, outdoor fitness equipment, a picnic area, better handicapped accessibility, and
drainage and stormwater management improvements.

To view the drawing of the renovated
playground and
review the scope of
work, visit https://
projects.arlingtonva.
us/projects/fairlington-park-project.
—Guy Land

Police Department is
restructuring

The Arlington County Police Department is undergoing
a restructure to support additional staffing in its patrol
division. This has resulted in the consolidation of existing District Teams into one Community Outreach and
Engagement Team with a reduction in personnel as well
as some other changes.
The Third District Commander, Capt. Adrienne Quigley, who has annually visited the FCA meetings, will be
transferred. The FCA thanks her for her years of service
and dedication to the community.
Key impacts that residents may notice include:

The county board approved the $2.1 million project in
December. In response to meetings with Fairlington residents, the final design increased the number of swings,
something many parents requested.

•

Minimized ability to attend community events and
meetings

•

Reduced investigative efforts for some misdemeanor
crimes

The Arlington County Department of Parks and Recreation is encouraging parents to use the area near the basketball court or nearby playgrounds for activities with
small children while the playground is closed.

•

Fewer traffic enforcement details will be conducted

Several trees will be removed as part of the project, but
new trees will be planted, as the county works to avoid
any loss in the overall canopy cover.

Information regarding the restructure can be found on
the police department homepage at https://police.arlingtonva.us/restructure, or in a recent video explaining
what changes are occurring and why at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=G0pB_WF7BYE&feature=youtu.be.

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8
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Fairlington 5K and Silent Auction show
strong community support
After five successful years, the annual Fairlington 5K
and Silent Auction have become important community
events. This year showed another incredible outpouring of support, raising over $28,000 total for A Cure for
Ellie and Abingdon Elementary’s physical education
and reading programs. The events were sponsored by
the Fairlington Citizens Association, Abingdon PTA,
and A Cure for Ellie.

The Silent Auction held the week prior was also a huge
success. Over 80 items were up for bid that evening, raising more than $11,500. This pre-race event has become
very popular over the past five years, gaining visibility
among people in the community with no prior connection to the school, but who simply wanted to come out
and support the family and the local kids.

Over 700 people registered for the April 28 race, enjoying cool temperatures and no rain. Hundreds more
came out of their homes to cheer on participants as
they ran or walked down the streets of Fairlington.
Andrew Whitacre took first place overall with
a time of 18:15, Shawn
Vettom was second, and
Kevin Koerning third.

12
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A special thanks goes out to Joe Reed, coordinator of the
race and Abingdon physical education teacher, and Beth
McGinn, who coordinated the Silent Auction. McGinn
is mother of Abingdon student Ellie McGinn, who suffers from a rare and degenerative brain disease known as
Leukodystrohpy-LBSL. The money donated to A Cure for
Ellie helps raise funds for the LBSL cure research at the
Kennedy Krieger Institute.

5K sponsors

To check race results for this and previous years, log
onto to www.Fairlington5K.com.
—Christine Chirichella

Guy Land

Photos by Guy Land.
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Our specialty is
We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington
PLUS:
Basements • Patios & Walkways
Decks & Porticos • Custom Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors • Windows & Doors • Back-up Generators
Electrical & Plumbing • Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding • Screened-in Porches
Sunrooms • Custom Built-ins • Walk-in Closets & much more

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
Check our ratings
Better yet, ask your neighbors!
Scan to download our contact
info onto your device

SAVE $150!
Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.
Mention promo code FVN2017

GMG Services Corp • Email: info@gmgservices.com • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services • Tel: 703-354-4270
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Sen. Ebbin, continued from page 5
A bill to prohibit discrimination in public employment
based on sexual orientation was signed into law by Gov.
Northam.
The Virginia Code Commission recommended removing language banning same-sex marriage from the
Virginia code since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled these
bans unconstitutional, but Republicans defeated Ebbin’s
legislation proposing the removal. His bill repealing Virginia’s constitutional prohibition on same-sex marriage
was continued to the 2019 legislative session.
A bill allowing anyone with certification from a doctor
to legally use oils derived from marijuana unanimously
passed both houses.
In the GA’s veto session in April, it rejected Northam’s
proposal to raise funding for Metro capital improvement
projects by increasing the real estate tax and hotel tax in
Northern Virginia. Instead, the funds will come from the
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority, potentially
impacting the ability of localities to take on road and
other transportation projects.

Sen. Ebbin (far right) talks with future voter and daughter
of FCA Board Director Jennifer Davies, pictured with FCA
Board Director Kent Duffy. Photos by Guy Land.
Many local legislators had supported Northam’s proposed tax increases as a way to fund the $154 million
Virginia commitment to Metro.

Comments to and from residents
Questions from Fairlingtonians touched on a variety of subjects. Ebbin noted that he has not be involved in the helicopter noise matter because it is tied to the Pentagon. The
GA did pass some laws creating a framework for regulating
drones, but the state does not otherwise oversee airspace.

Bob Gronenberg, chair of the Parkfairfax Transportation Committee, asks Sen. Ebbin a question during his presentation.
One attendee asked what issues voters should be focused
on now. Ebbin suggested Medicaid expansion, which the
GA is still working on as part of the state budget. If gun
violence is a priority for people, he also noted that there
are fairly intractable opponents and it is hard to pass
legislation.
He also thinks people in this area should be keeping
close tabs on Metro developments. Ebbin sits on the
Northern Virginia Transportation Commission and
noted the station closures coming to this area next summer. He said that while these closures will be a pain to
riders, it takes 90 percent more time to get the needed
repairs done if the stations are left open.
Sen. Ebbin was also asked for his thoughts on the benefits of the I-395 Express Lanes. He had initially opposed
the project because he did not think that enough money
would come back to the state and localities, and because
he did not believe public roads should be privatized. He
noted that the lanes produce tens of millions of dollars in
revenue per year. Thirty percent of what the state makes
from the Express Lanes goes back to localities and funds
things like local bus systems and traffic projects. The rest
of the money goes to regional transportation projects.
Ebbin also told one attendee asking about how to keep
younger people and the electorate from growing cynical,
that the last election really showed the power of citizen
activism. He also noted that some issues are growing
more bi-partisan, and that the governor is working very
hard to build bi-partisan support around key issues, like
the felony reform legislation and Medicaid expansion.
Ebbin noted that the 2017 elections have encouraged
Republican GA members to find more ways to collaborate with the Democratic minority.
—Michelle Woolley
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FOR SALE

“The Newest House in Fairlington!”

End-Unit Clarendon Totally Remodeled this Spring by Bob DeLong

Open House !
Saturday & Sunday



JUNE 9 & 10



1:00 - 4:00 pm

2901 South Columbus Street
For Sale by Owner in Mid-June
ALL NEW !
EVERY LEVEL!
Appliances
Brick & Shiplap
Closet Organizers
Crown Moulding
Custom Built-ins
Finishes & Fixtures
Full-Size Pantry
Hardwood Floors
HVAC Heat Pump
Kitchen Rollouts
Light Fixtures
Light-filled Basement
Marble & Stone
No Paneling & No Popcorn
Paint – Great Colors
Pocket Door
Switches & Plugs & Vents
Washer & Dryer
White & Grey kitchen
Windows – All of them

Brand New Kitchen,
Upper Bath,
Lower Bath,
Basement,
Wood Floors
and so many extras!

Kitchen similar to this one Bob designed last year

…and Much More !

Bob DeLong

General Contractor
Licensed & Insured

Your Remodeling Company

703-815-3151
dhidelong@aol.com

www.DelongHomeImprovement.com

Celebrating 12 years serving Fairlington with 500+ projects to date!
 “Just Call Bob” 
16
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Fairlington Residents!!
Our heating and air
conditioning company
will service, repair or
replace your heat
pump, air conditioner,
furnace, or water
heater.

2% of every system replacement

Frosty’s does in Fairlington will be
donated to the local organization of your
choosing. We are now also offering 60
and 120 month low APR financing!

ving
i
G
s
I
’s
Frosty to the
Back
nd
a
y
t
i
n
u
Comm YOU Pick
ing
Is Lett e the $$$
W her
Goes!!

CALL NOW 703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com

Frosty’s Salutes
Our Troops!!
Don’t forget to ask about
our military discount.

(703) 671 – 9193
www.frostysinc.com
See your participating independent American Standard Dealer or visit AmericanStandardAir.com for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Available through participating independent
American Standard dealers. Special financing offers and regular rebates from $100 to $1,000 with the potential to add a $200 and/or $300 bonus. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States.
Void where prohibited. Valid on qualifying systems only. Offer expires 6/30/2018. † In July 2016, readers of a national product testing and research magazine rated American Standard Heating & Air
Conditioning’s air conditioners and heat pumps as the most reliable brand among leading manufacturers.

Fairlington’s 75th lookback: Fairlington at play
and recreational features,
which are currently being
renovated and updated as
part of the Fairlington Park
project.

When Fairlington was
built in the 1940s, families
faced many challenges of
wartime living in a new
community. Prominent
among them was the lack
of recreational and play
space. The neighborhood’s
original architectural drawings showed eight parks.
None were built, however,
so both children and
adults improvised.

Condominium conversion
brought other recreational
amenities, including pools,
playgrounds, and tennis and basketball courts
throughout the neighborhood. Reflecting the community’s current age diversity, Fairlington Villages
With no patio fencing, the
renovated its pools over
common areas behind the
the last decade to include a
buildings provided immeIn the early days of Fairlington, children enjoyed playing in the lap pool heated for earlier
diate play space for chilopen spaces behind the buildings, pictured here before fences
and later seasonal use, and
dren, but presented hazwere built. Photo courtesy Fairlington Properties, Realtors.
a family-friendly pool. It
ards as well. In June 1944,
also updated a tot lot in
Lt. Col. Douglass Walker
recent years and re-purposed a tennis court for use by an
wrote to the Defense Homes Corporation, the property
increasing number of pickleball players in 2016.
owners, requesting protective screening to be installed
after his small daughter had fallen into a window well.
Continuous improvements help Fairlington remain a
vibrant community for residents to engage in play.
Other children’s adventures were nothing short of
alarming. One resident recalled in an oral history:
—Cindy Kunz
“There was a standing rule that [children] were not to
*Historic information from Fairlington at 50: 1943–1993, Fairlington
cross Buchanan Street ... [and they] all ... abided by it.
Historical Society, Catherine B. Fellow Memorial Edition, 2012.
[One day] my aunt got a call from a neighbor who said,
‘You know the rule [about] children crossing the street?
... Well, ... they’re going under [it].’ These children had
figured out a way to … [climb] down into the sewer system ... [and] they continued to play down there for years
... the farthest they ever got was halfway to Annandale
out Columbia Pike.”

Fairlington
commemorative ornament

After World War II, as the Defense Homes Corporation prepared to sell the property, the manager noted
the lack of recreational facilities and urged that this be
addressed. Fairlingtonians would wait, however, until
the property was converted to condominiums, some 30
years later.
The Utah Field Park was created in 1975 on land originally slated for construction of additional homes. Fairlingtonians successfully lobbied Arlington County to
purchase the property for use as a park instead. The Fairlington Citizens Association (FCA) was established the
following year and participated in the 1979 preservation
of the Fairlington School (now the Fairlington Community Center or FCC). The FCC included additional space

As part of the Fairlington 75th anniversary, the FCA
is partnering with the Fairlington Historical Society to
produce commemorative ornaments for sale leading up
to the holidays. The FCA will be taking orders at the
July 4th event. The price will be $10.

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8
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SUSAN CRAFT

Realtor, Licensed in Virginia
Lifetime Member
NVAR Top Producer Club
Cell 703-216-4501
EFax 703-717-5811
Office 703-549-9292 ext 381
susan@susancraft.com
www.susancraft.com

NORTHERN VIRGINIA | FIRST QUARTER 2018

MARKET IN A MINUTE
PRESENTED BY SUSAN CRAFT & McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES

DIRECTION OF THE MARKET:
Market conditions in Northern
Virginia reflect two sides of the
same coin. Contract activity is
down pretty much across the
board for the entire first quarter,
so on the surface it might
appear that the demand side of
the coin is weak. However, the
flip side shows very low supply,
with inventory and the number
of listings coming on the market
much lower than this time last
year. We see nothing that is
likely to change this dynamic
during the next several months.

AVERAGE AVAILABLE INVENTORY
Month-End January-March 2018
Compared to 2017

2,495
URGENCY INDEX

Percentage of Contracts in First 30 Days
First Quarter Compared to 2017

20.3%

5.9%

70.0%
NUMBER OF CONTRACTS
January 1–March 31, 2018
Compared to 2017

5,530

4.3%

McEnearney Associates REALTORS® – THERE WHEN IT COUNTS
109 South Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 703.549.9292

Copyright 2018 - McEnearney Associates, Inc. REALTORS. Source: MRIS® a Bright MLS. Data deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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FCA convenes association presidents
To facilitate communication among the eight condo and
homeowner associations in Fairlington, FCA convened
their presidents in May. Arlington County Manager
Mark Schwartz recently challenged civic associations to
strengthen their ties to the homeowner organizations in
their areas.

Fairlington has seven condo associations—Fairlington
Arbor, Fairlington Commons, Fairlington Glen, Fairlington Green, Fairlington Meadows, Fairlington Mews, and
Fairlington Villages—and one homeowner association—
Fairlington Court.

Fairlington Glen President Thora Stanwood coordinated
the meeting at FCA President Guy Land’s request. In
her invitation to fellow leaders, she wrote, “I am sure
that we have a lot in common and could benefit from
sharing best practices, issues and challenges, good and
not so good contractors, and communications with our
co-owners/residents.”

Arlington County
Civic Federation banquet

“FCA is the logical entity to host this kind of conversation,” Land noted. “We routinely talk with the individual
presidents on key issues that are affecting the community,
but there are potential advantages in having them all talk
with each other and with us on common challenges and
opportunities, including routine management issues.”
FCA is the entity that the county and city recognize to
represent the interests of Fairlington residents on neighborhood issues and policies that come before the localities, such as adjacent real estate development proposals,
neighborhood parking policies, public improvements
in the area, police and fire protection, and parks and
recreation facilities.

Leaders of the Fairlington and Shirlington Civic Associations visited with Arlington County Board Member Libby
Garvey at the annual banquet of the Arlington County
Civic Federation. From left: Guy Land, FCA President;
Edie Wilson, Shirlington Civic Association (SCA) President; Libby Garvey, Arlington County Board Member;
Rich Cinquegrana, Ginny Farris, and Ellie McCann, also
from SCA. Photo courtesy SCA.

In Memoriam: Victor Sison
Long-time Fairlington resident Victor Sison, owner of
Fairlington Maintenance Service, passed away peacefully on January 3 after a decade-long battle with
cancer. Out of respect for his family, many of whom
are Fairlington residents and requested privacy, the
Bulletin postponed this remembrance.

first thing that comes to mind is ‘Thank you.’ He
was always big on giving thanks and he was devoted
to Fairlington. The second thing would be ‘Peace be
with you.’ He loved offering peace in church and
getting to know people. The last thing would be to
remind us all to laugh.”

For more than 30 years, Victor and his company
handled everything from simple repair jobs to complete
gutting and remodeling of Fairlington units. Previous to
that, Victor worked for CBI-Fairmac as a Certified Public
Accountant. CBI-Fairmac is the company that developed/managed Fairlington Villages in its early days.

Victor had a big impact on Fairlington, and his memory and legacy will live on in the fabric of this community and in the building structures themselves.
Hundreds, if not thousands, of residents, including
this Editor, used his services at one time or another.
The FCA thanks him for his years of service.

Born in the Philippines, Victor fell in love with Fairlington and called it home. He was a family man of
strong faith and an avid D.C. sports fan. Abe Pollin
was his hero and politics were a lifelong passion.

Victor is buried at Ivy Hill Cemetery in Alexandria.
If you visit, in lieu of leaving flowers, he would wish
you to spend the money instead to pay it forward
somewhere. He will be remembered fondly and very
much missed by this community.

His daughter Arantxa Sison says, “I am trying to think
of what dad would want to tell the community. The

—Christine Chirichella
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Just Listed
Braddock Model (767 sqft)
Gorgeous 1 BR/1 BA
Braddock model - sunny
END unit. Decorator
touches throughout. Brand
new energy-eﬃcient HVAC
and hot water heater.
Gorgeous hardwood ﬂoors,
freshly painted, updated
kitchen. Private location
tucked away in courtyard,
but close to parking, pool,
Shirlington and more! Call
For pricing

Lynn Robinson-Gant

Selling Fairlington for 20 years!
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

For the love of home!
3024 S. Buchanan St #B2

Well qualiﬁed
buyer in search of
Clarendon or
Edgewood in the
Arbor! Call me
today!

For RENT - $1850/mo
Furnished Braddock Model
For RENT -

Dr. Jeff Borenstein

Dr. Steven Trauben

www.kingstreetwellness.com
703.578.1900

Bradlee Office Building
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
(Behind the Safeway)

Alexandria, VA 22302

Serving the Fairlington
Community for Over 20 Years.
20

Let us keep you pain-free
and on your toes with a
complimentary consultation.
At King Street Chiropractic Wellness Center, we believe a full life
and healthier you starts with good
posture and correct body alignment.
From initial evaluation to our personalized treatment plans, our goal is to
keep you pain-free and moving confidently at every stage of your life.
Whether you experience headaches, low-back or neck pain, gentle
chiropractic care will get you feeling

w w w.fc a -fairlington.org

yourself again. Our comprehensive
services including massage, on-site
personal training, nutrition and stress
management instruction are designed
to keep you engaged and enjoying
the activities you love.
We invite you to call 703.578.1900
for a complimentary consultation.
Experience how our program can
keep you pain-free and enjoying life.

Sound walls, continued from page 1
endorsed the sound wall, so that area will see sound wall
construction. The wall will run from the S. Abingdon St.
bridge up to the exit ramp for Quaker Ln.
According to Vetter, the aesthetic finish for the communityfacing side of the wall will be “grey fuzzy rake.”
Because of the comments from residents stressing the
importance of trees, the final plan for the walls will
include planting additional trees once the sound wall
construction is complete.

As the peak summer driving period approaches, Transurban, operator of the express lanes, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), and AAA Mid-Atlantic
have launched “Orange Cones, No Phones”—a campaign to improve safety by reducing distracted driving
within the I-395 Express Lanes work zone.
—Guy Land

Presbyterian Church affordable
housing open house June 14
Join the project management team and officials from
the City of Alexandria on Thursday, June 14, from 6
to 8 pm to learn more about the housing development
being planned at the Fairlington Presbyterian Church.
The open house will be held at the property, located
at 3846 King St., just across King St. from Fairlington
Mews.
The church and its development partner, Wesley Housing Development Corporation, plan to convert part of
the church’s parking lot to 81 affordable housing units.
Wesley and the church will formally arrange further
meetings with the community in consultation and at the
direction of city staff.

Fairlington’s sound walls will look similar to this fuzzy rakestyle wall. Photo courtesy AECOM.
Voters in Parkfairfax likewise produced a split outcome
on the sound walls. A proposed sound wall stretching
along Quaker Ln. to Gunston Rd. was rejected by the
community vote and will not be constructed. The proposed sound wall stretching from near Gunston Rd. along
northbound I-395 to the Glebe Rd. exit ramp from northbound I-395 was approved by the community vote and
has been recommended for construction.
According to Vetter, most of the approved sound wall
nearest to Parkfairfax will be installed on existing structures (e.g., the retaining wall adjacent to northbound
I-395 and the bridge over Four Mile Run), which will
require panels made of lighter weight material. These do
not offer the grey fuzzy rake aesthetic option.
Construction of the sound walls is not expected until
2019.
Work continues on the express lanes themselves, with
construction crews working day and night. Much of the
recent focus has been on installing the electronics that
will coordinate the dynamic tolling. Additional work has
concentrated on new traffic patterns at the Pentagon.

The project is designed to address the shortage of affordable worker housing in Alexandria. All of the units
would be reserved for low-income households, with
the maximum household tenant income not to exceed
roughly $66,000 per year for a family of four.
For more information about the process and proposed
development schedule, visit www.wesleyhousing.org/
fairlington-presbyterian-church.html.
—Christine Chirichella

City of Alexandria to consider
Park Center office conversion
The City of Alexandria will consider a proposal in June
to convert up to two office buildings in Park Center
to a 400-unit residential development. In January, Los
Angeles-based developer Lowe purchased the property
with the plan to transform at least part of the current
office complex once the leases end.
A community meeting was scheduled for May 23. FCA
will continue to monitor and keep the community
updated on this new development.

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8
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Station 7 firefighter retires
On April 28, Floyd Lee
Walters retired from
the Arlington County
Fire Department after a
32-year firefighting career
in Northern Virginia,
the last six at Fairlington
Station 7. He was on duty
on 9/11, and his unit was
the second to arrive on
the scene at the Pentagon. The station honored
him with an open house
on his retirement date,
and a party at Samuel
Beckett’s Irish Gastro Pub
in Shirlington.

For years, Walters has
made his own salsa,
which everyone has
been telling him is
good enough to sell.
Now that he’s retired,
that’s what he spends
his time doing. He
makes traditional salsa,
spicy and mild, as well
as a beet version that
is purple. He’s working with someone in
a commercial kitchen
and selling the salsa at
farmers markets. He’s
trying to get approval
to make things for retail
and wholesale as he
expands the business.

According to Walters,
Station 7 honors firefighter Floyd Lee Walters at an April 28
the best thing about
retirement open house. Pictured: Capt. Justin Tirelli, Walters,
working in Fairlington
and FCA President Guy Land. Photo by Casey Raffensberger.
was that, “The residents
Of his retirement, Walmake the fire departters says, “I thought I
ment feel like part of the community. Fairlington has
would be less busy, but I’m barely able to keep up. I’m
that small-town, close-knit feel.... One of the greatest
so busy now I don’t know how I ever found time to
things is being appreciated and respected....” He fondly
work.” Check out his website at www.smokystache.com.
remembers participating in Santa on the firetruck—get—Christine Chirichella
ting to see the kids’ joy and give out candy.

Shirlington Interchange, continued from page 1
affected by changes to the circle, including:
•

The ramp from S. Glebe Rd. (Route 120) to southbound I-395

•

The traffic signal at S. Shirlington Rd. and S. Arlington Mill Dr.

•

The four-way stop controlled intersection of Gunston Rd. and Martha Custis Dr.

Olivia Daniszewski, EIT, Engineer, Preliminary Engineering with VDOT, will present information that was also
offered during a May 21 public information meeting
held to present and get feedback on alternatives that
could be moved forward under further study. She says,
“There are eight or so scenarios/alternatives that we will
present at the meeting and walk residents through the
details of each one.”

Daniszewski started full-time with VDOT in August
2015 as an Engineering Associate in the Core Development Program. She spent two years rotating through the
different divisions of VDOT’s Northern Virginia office
before starting her current role as an Engineer in the Preliminary Engineering for Arlington and Fairfax Counties
section in August 2017.
The Shirlington interchange study, being financed with
federal funds, includes data collection and identifying
safety and operational issues. Potential improvements
will be identified to reduce congestion and crashes, and
boost the interchange’s overall performance.
A detailed analysis of selected alternatives will occur
this summer, with a final public information meeting
planned for fall. A final report detailing the preferred
alternative is expected to be issued late fall. Learn more
about the project at www.virginiadot.org/projects/
northernvirginia/i-395_shirlington.asp.
—Christine Chirichella
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Jennifir Birtwhistle

Realtor ®
Put a "Different Approach" to Work for You
Trusted Advisor • Respected Peer • Proven Results
Proud Sponsor of Fairlington Farmers’ Market & 5K

As a top producing Realtor for over 13 years, licensed in both
DC and VA, I specialize in helping both buyers and sellers
with all their real estate needs - before, during and well after
the transaction is over. With a client-first and results oriented
mentality, I strive to make the home buying and selling process
an outstanding one for ALL parties.

Don’t take my word for it, here is what some of
my local clients have to say!

Jennifir was great to
work with and was with
us every step of the way
throughout the home
buying process. She
helped us navigate a
fast-paced, seller-friendly
market and develop an
offer that was accepted
despite multiple offers
received. We couldn’t ask
for more and without a
doubt would recommend
her to anyone looking to
purchase a home!
Melissa/Sameer

Looking for a second opinion from
Weichert Services, I was contacted
byJennifir because as a frustrated
seller I was stagnant for 20 months
straight in the market. Jennifir, on
extremely short notice, came through
for me with expert knowledge,
impeccable service and an excellent
presentation.She made me feel
comfortable and I was treated like I
matter, and that what was going on
with me was important. I feel like I’m
the only client. In today’s complex
market, skill and leadership is key,
so working with Jennifir is a fantastic
choice.

Maria, Fairlington/S. Arlington, VA

703.835.1256 | jennifirbirtwhistle@gmail.com | 121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria
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neighborhood
news
Fairlington Diners

Card players welcome

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In
May, we re-visited Athena Pallas in Crystal City for
hearty Greek food.

Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of
Canasta. Some card playing experience is helpful, but we
are happy to teach you the rules of Canasta. The group
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near Fairlington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Here’s what’s planned for June:
Wednesday, June 6, 6:30 pm, The Fish Market, 105 King
Street, Old Town, Alexandria, VA 22314, 703.836.5676,
http://fishmarketva.com, where we can enjoy the weekly
lobster special or anything else on the menu.
Monday, June 18, 6:30 pm, Ramparts, 1700 Fern
St., Alexandria, VA 22302, 703-998-6616, www.
rampartstavern.com. We’ll return to this perennial local
favorite on a Monday, when they offer a special price on
hamburgers (and turkey burgers, and the occasional fish
burger) with the purchase of any beverage. The rest of
the menu is also available.
Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her—include
your name and how to contact you the day of the event,
in case plans change. If you want to receive a copy of
these notices early in the previous month, email carol_
dabbs at yahoo.com.

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group in June to begin discussing Theodore Rex, a biography of Theodore Roosevelt
by Edmund Morris. Because of the length of the book,
we will tackle it over the course of two months.
“Roosevelt is a biographer’s dream, an epic character not
out of place in an adventure novel. Edmund Morris captures perfectly the frenetic atmosphere that surrounded a
President of boundless energy, imagination, and ambition.... Theodore Rex is a massive achievement and
hugely entertaining.”—The Christian Science Monitor
The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and dropins. No commitment required! We are meeting on Tuesday, June 26, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington Community
Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. We hope you’ll join us.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids, or an
afternoon to yourself, join the Fairlington Babysitting
Co-op. For more than 30 years, Fairlington families have
been exchanging free babysitting services using a card
system. It’s perfect for parents who would like to know
dependable adults to watch their children and meet
other families in the community. Email the coordinator,
at fairlington.babysitting@gmail.com to request more
information and an application.

Fairlington MOMS Club
The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© is a group
for moms of young kids to find friends, get support, and
have play opportunities for the kids. The Club participates in a number of annual service projects to help our
community, four big annual parties, routine playdates
and crafts, and moms’ night outs. We have a great listserv for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairlington families. We welcome all moms! Please email fairlingtonmomsclub@gmail.com for information on joining
and visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com.
$30 in annual dues goes to support the club’s work and
service projects. The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA is the local chapter of International MOMS Club®.

Donate produce to AFAC
The Arlington Food Assistance Center’s (AFAC) Plot
against Hunger program seeks local vegetable gardeners
willing to grow and donate fresh produce to AFAC. It
will provide free vegetable seeds to those who pledge to
donate from community or personal gardens. Seeds are
available now at AFAC, 2708 S. Nelson St., during regular business hours. Produce can be donated mid-June.
For details, visit https://afac.org/plot-against-hunger/
donate-fresh-produce.

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8

25

*“If Applicant self-reports credit score as “needs improvement,” Guaranteed
Rate will not run credit or provide free credit scores via the Digital Mortgage.
Applicant may request credit scores by contacting Guaranteed Rate.”

Christian Hartung
Branch Manager/SVP of Mortgage
Lending
211 North Union Street, Suite 240
Alexandria, VA 22314

Let's get started
O: (703) 659-1903 C: (202) 360-8773
www.Rate.com/christianhartung
christian.hartung@rate.com

NMLS ID: 483527, LO#: DC - MLO483527, MD - Licensed, VA - MLO-36461VA
NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) DC - Lic #MLB2611 MD - Lic #13181 VA - Guaranteed Rate, Inc. - Licensed by Virginia State Corporation
Commission, License # MC-3769
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abingdon
school news
Abingdon student artists shine at Art Show

Fifth-grade Keith Haring murals
adorned the Abingdon stairwell.
Photo by Carrie Lewis.
Abingdon Elementary held its first
annual Art Show on May 2, as the
culmination of a year-long innovative and expansive art education program. During the 2017–18
school year, students from pre–K to
fifth-grade studied a variety of modern and classical artists and used the
diverse techniques learned to create
their own unique artwork. While
younger students learned the elements of art texture and lines, older
students studied self-portraits, optical illusions, perspective in drawing,
and many other art techniques.

The gallery show featured two pieces
of art by every student at Abingdon,
hung along the walls and in stairwells to create a vibrant museum. Art
displayed included pre-kindergarten
pipe cleaner sculptures and texture
rubbings, kindergarten Cezanneinspired portraits of apples using
vertical and horizontal patterns,
first-grade Van Gogh-inspired starry
night artwork and colorful pattern
cat drawings in the style of Gustav
Klimt, second-grade animal sculptures and habitats inspired by the life
and works of painter Henri Rousseau,
third-grade aboriginal art and woven
dinner collages, fourth-grade mobiles
inspired by “A Wrinkle in Time,” and
fifth-grade colorful life-sized murals
in the style of Keith Haring.
Students also had the opportunity
during the art show to create new
masterpieces in the style of Morris
Louis by painting colorful stripes
onto shared canvasses, and Wassily Kandinsky by tracing shapes in
interesting patterns.
Abingdon Art Teacher Lauren
Muscarella explained, “This first Art
Show, which will become an annual
event, is so exciting. The museum
format allows students to showcase

Third-grade self-portraits used realistic facial proportions. Photo by Carrie Lewis.

their amazing hard work and creativity.” Students and parents were
heard admiring the artwork of all
students and expressing amazement
at the level of talent displayed.

Abingdon celebrates
Super Hero staff

Abingdon staff show off their superpowers during teacher appreciating
week. Photo from Abingdon twitter feed
@AbingdonGIFT.
Abingdon celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week from May 7 to 11 to
thank the incredible Abingdon staff
for their hard work and dedication
to their students. The theme of the
week was “Abingdon Teachers are
Super Heroes,” with theme-related
decorations hung around the school.
Students were asked to write personal messages explaining how their
teachers are super heroes. Throughout the week, the Abingdon PTA,
with the help of many Abingdon
families, thanked staff in a variety of
ways. Staff enjoyed a taco bar lunch
and a popcorn bar, were offered free
massages, had daily treats left in
their mailboxes, and had the opportunity to win exciting raffle prizes.
—Carrie Lewis

A L L FA I R L I N G T O N BU L L E T I N • J U N E 2 0 1 8

27

SOLD in 2 Days, $9,500 Over LIST PRICE!!
END CLARENDON in COMMONS!

COMING SOON! 1,490 sq ft BARCROFT in LOVELY 35th St. COURT!!
Reserved Parking

The Spring Market is in Full Swing!
Call BONNIE B. FOR A PERSONAL CONSULT
| (703) 801-7592
Hundreds of Happy Homeowners Served!

IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your
individual and business income
taxes, provide tax advice, and
respond to IRS and State tax letters.

all services & repairs

water heaters ▪ sinks ▪ faucets ▪ drains
sump pumps ▪ bathroom remodeling

Former Fairlington resident with 25
years of experience.

703-562-4200

www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com

Flexible time and place appointments. Call Christine at
(703) 407-7545. www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com

Online Appointment Scheduling!
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Down to earth

patio gardening

Spring gardening FAQ
week of May through early October), plant roots and leaves rapidly
lose water. On overcast days or days
when it rains, watering is unnecessary. Established plants need less
water than new plantings since their
root systems are more widespread.

I field a lot of questions from my
customers. This month, I’ll share
some frequently asked questions
along with answers. If you have a
question, email it to me at billsullivan41@gmail.com.
How can I have year-round
flowering? This is the mission of
every landscape designer. Start with
winter-blooming Camellia. Its fistsized flowers (red, pink, and white)
last until the beginning of April.
Winter Jasmine is a pendulous specimen whose yellow flowers open in
January and last until early March.
Forsythia decorates a bleak March
with vibrant branches covered in
yellow. Don’t forget bulbs (Tulip,
Daffodil, Crocus, and Grape Hyacinth) which will show from March
into early May. Of course, there are
Azaleas and Rhododendrons from
April through May. Come summer,
it’s show time for the Crape Myrtle
tree. Cone-shaped blooms begin in
mid-June and last until about October 10. In the fall, there is Oakleaf
Hydrangea, whose ivory flowers turn
salmon in color in colder weather.
Why don’t my Azaleas bloom?
There are many reasons. For those
in the country or wilderness, Azaleas are appetizers for deer. Flower
buds of Azaleas set soon after bloom
period in the spring. If and when
you prune, do so after bloom time.
If you prune in summer or fall, this
compromises next spring’s flowering. Late frosts (March into April)
also are detrimental to Azalea buds.
This usually occurs in far-western
suburbs toward the mountains.

What plants are invasive? It all
depends. Ivy is a ground or wall
covering that, when maintained, is
handsome and orderly. But left to
wander, it’ll become invasive. Lily
of the Valley is another wanderer.
Its leaves are a pale green, and the
inverted, white bell flowers hang
beautifully. But its root system is
strong and thick. Once established,
it takes a shovel, not a trowel, to dig
it up. All flowering ground covers
(Periwinkle, Lamium, Ajuga, and
Pachysandra) will roam. The plus
side is, it covers the mulch. The
negative side is that it’ll take over
garden space and crowd the root
zones of your shrubs.
Crape myrtle. Photos courtesy Pixabay.
Excessive use of nitrogen fertilizer encourages leaf growth at the
expense of flower buds. It’s said
insufficient sun compromises Azalea
flowering, but I’ve seen Azaleas in
full flower while situated in deep
shade.
How much should I water my
plants? Normally, you should water
minimally from October through
April unless we get surprise heat
waves. Remember, it was in the low
90s each day last month (May 2-34). Once the heat kicks in (second

Should I have my soil pH
checked? It’s not imperative.
Just know which plants prefer an
acidic versus an alkaline soil. There
are additives you can put into the
soil for either purpose. I don’t use
amendments when planting. Soil
Conditioner (a non-fertilizing loam
soil) is all I ever use. But if you want
to know soil pH, take a sample to
the Virginia (Soil) Extension Office
in the Fairlington Community
Center.
—Bill Sullivan
www.sullivanslandscaping.net
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What I offer:

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the Neighborhood on the
Listing • Broker’s Open • Open Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education:
UVA Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology, Management, Public Relations (Georgetown)) • Extrovert Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (Third Generation) • Third Generation
NOVA Realtor • ParkFairfax Resident • Military Relocation Professional Certification • I have
a vendor/ contractor list I use a transaction coordinator to help with the transaction • I use
interior designer consult to address issues to fix/ how to stage

Please text/call:

703-963-4505

for a free analysis on
your home’s worth

LOW INVENTORY! TIME TO SELL IS NOW!!
Under
Contract:

3746 Holmes Lane •
$340,000 • Washington
unit • 2BR/1 BA • patio

Coming soon for sale

Under
Contract:

7853 Danby
Dr, Annandale,
VA 22003 3
bed, 2 bath,
1080 sq. ft.

3304 Martha Custis Dr
$359,999 w/ $1,000
subsidy

“That was such a
smooth process! I’ll refer
you to everyone!”

1BR/1BA The Marquis at Vienna Station Condominium
Jenkins Row • 1BR/1BA • coming soon (end of
May) • price TBD • 1391 Pennsylvania Ave SE,
Washington DC 20003

Five Star ratings on Zillow

Kate (buyer)

Rentals:

Sold:

2BR/1BA 3727 Gunston Rd,
Alexandria, VA • ParkFairfax•
Madison Unit, • $1995 •
available July

3360 Martha
Custis Dr.
represented
the buyer
$262,000 w/
$500 subsidy

1BR/1BA Williamsburg condo
1276 N Wayne St • unit 1005
Arlington, VA 22201 • Courthouse VA • $2,000
available now!

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional, eXp Realty
703-963-4505 • Marlene.hall@gmail.com
Licensed in Virginia and DC
20130 Lakeview Center Plaza Suite 400,
Ashburn, VA 20147

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 12 years
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY

We’ll beat any licensed
We’ll beat any
licensed
contractor’s
offer
on
contractor’s
offer on
kitchen
or bathroom
kitchen or bathroom
renovationWe’ll
beat
renovations
by 10%!
any
licensed We’ll
beat
any licensed contractor’s

Fairlington Window &
Door
VA Class A License #2705129199

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10%
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Basements
Attics
Painting
Recessed Lighting

contact us today!
free estimates
friendly service
fantastic results

Sq
CELEBRATE
ST.
PATRICK’S
CELEBRATE

ST. PATRICK’S
DAY WITH A
NEW KITCHEN
REMODEL

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling

30

w w w.fc a -fairlington.org

The Area’s Best Property
Management Company

Get your Fairlington T-shirt

Family Owned & Operated since 1984

A
RLINGTON REALTY
Family Owned Since 1984 Serving VA, MD & DC
•

Contact us today!
703.836.6116

aaronseekford@gmail.com
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100% cotton
Fairlington on front, FCA logo on back
Sizes S, M, L, and X-L
White or hunter green
$15, cash or check payable to FCA

To order, come to an FCA-sponsored event or monthly
meeting; e-mail president@fca-fairlington.org; or call
the FCA at 703-243-1735 to leave your name and
phone number. Visit www.fca-fairlington.org for
additional details or to find the next FCA event.

Style and service with North America’s #1 choice.
We’re Budget Blinds, and we’re North America’s #1
provider of custom window coverings. We do it
all for you; design, measure and install — because
we think everyone, at every budget, deserves style,
service, and the peace-of-mind of the best warranty
in the business.

Budget Blinds of Arlington & Alexandria
Call now for your free in-home consultation!

20% OFF

for all Fairlington Residents*

571.645.5077

www.budgetblinds.com/Arlington
Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation
*Restrictions apply. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget
Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.
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CLOVER SERVICES
PLUMBING • HEATING • AC
Wanna Get Lucky?

(703) 352-2701
www.cloverco.com
Mention you saw this ad and receive a 5% discount off your total bill!
A+

EST. 1981

NOVA

35564 Get Lucky 3.625x4.625.indd 1

Your protection
is personal.

2/8/18 12:47 PM

INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts
Since 1982

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

Get a quote today from:

Windows - Doors
FEATURING

Michael L. Travis
TRAVIS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
(703) 931-6677
travism@nationwide.com

VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA
Fairlington HOA Approved
Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington
EPA Lead Paint Certified
Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s
List and the Better Business Bureau

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY
Chantilly, VA 20151

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596

www.NovaInstallations.com
Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval.
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2016 Nationwide NPO-0194M1.2 (01/16)
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ANN WILSON HOMES

BRINGING YOU HOME
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Mini-ads
Publication of advertisements in no
way implies an endorsement by the
FCA or its board members of the
advertisers’ products or services.

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare
your Federal and State Income Taxes.
Fairlington home-owners our specialty
for over 30 years. Convenient evening
and weekend hours. 30% discount
for Fairlington Residents. Visit www.
cpa-coker.com for more information,
directions. Call for an appointment with
a FREE Retirement Check-up included.
(703) 931-3290.
WELLNESS with MOORE THAN
YOGA offers: Yoga, meditation, breathing techniques, infant massage (monthly
classes), children’s massage, reflexology
(personal pampering, pregnancy & labor
induction), Reiki & more. Private session
or create a class. www.moorethanyoga.
com. 703-671-2435.
COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington
resident will troubleshoot problems
with computers and other electronic
equipment. Jim (703) 820-8767.
IRS ENROLLED AGENT can prepare
your individual and business income
taxes, provide advice, and respond to IRS
and State tax letters. Bookkeeping and
Small Business / Government Contractor
support services too. Former Fairlington
resident with 25 years of experience.
Flexible time and place appointments.
Visit www.alexandria-tax-bookkeping.
com for more information, or call
Christine at 703.407.7545.

WEBSITES AND WEB MARKETING FOR SMALL BUSINESSES. Need
a website for your small business? Is it
time to update, modernize, or refresh
your existing site? I can get your website
up and running for a lot less and quicker
than you think. Are you looking to
reach more customers or engage current
customers via web marketing emails and
newsletters? Call me for a phone consultation 202-643-5258. Also available:
Domain search and registration, email
set-up, site maintenance, and social
media account set up and management.

Gardening/
Landscaping
SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. Liven up
your patio this spring with the touch of
Sullivan’s Landscaping. Bill Sullivan has
operated his business in Fairlington for
29 years. Trust Sullivan’s for experienced
and affordable landscaping maintenance
in the hands of someone who cares. Estimates are free. Billsullivan41@gmail.com
571.213.9567. sullivanslandscaping.net

Home
Improvements
HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures,
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave
Pearce. 703-201-6303.
JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations,
bath ceramic tile repair, painting,
drywall, handyman services, trim work,
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal.
Free design services. Free estimates.
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel
703-929-4676.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality
work. Check my ad on new vinyl
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.
ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master electrician. Lights, fans, panel replacements.
Licensed, insured credit cards Allegro
LLC 703 314 1287 info@allegroLLC.net
INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering,
and plastering. 25 years experience. Professional, clean, neat, reliable. Licensed,
bonded, insured. References available.
Free estimates. Steve Chute. 571-2169338/703-912-1450. Chute285@aol.com.
MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS.
18 years experience, kitchen and bath
granite counter top remodeling, tile,
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown
molding, painting, wallpaper removal,
drywall. Class A license. Call Mario 703501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com
HARDTIMES HANDYMAN SERVICES. Home and office repair, rental
maintenance, painting, drywall repair,
pressure washing, minor electrical and
plumbing, to do lists and more. Free
estimates, fair pricing and friendly service. Since 2008. Fairlington references
available. Tim Miles cell 443-995-3825.
timmiles74@gmail.com.
STAPLES REMODELING. For all of
your improvement needs. Specializing
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and
painting. Give us a call to set up an
appointment for a free estimate at 703499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.
GRD REMODELING AND HOME
IMPROVEMENTS. All your remodeling
needs inside and out from kitchen,
baths, basements, wood and ceramic
floors to patios, fencing, electrical,
plumbing. Free estimates. Call John
Williams 703-395-2121.

Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC
Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications
Gerri Horan

Call/Text

703.629.1970
SINCE 1999
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BONDED & INSURED

GRACE & ALBERTO. Alberto Matias
Construction. Serving Arlington and
Alexandria since 1989. New Patios, Side
Walks- Stone- Natural Brick- or Pavers.
Power wash. gracedelcarmenmatias@
gmail.com or 703-795-4506.
REINALTT PAINTING & DESIGN.
Serving all areas in DC and VA since
1987. Interior & exterior paint,
carpentry, drywall, crown molding.
Professional, excellent references. Free
estimate. Ricardo 703-801-9151 or e-mail
rpanddesign@gmail.com.
WITT CONSTRUCTION. Kitchens,
baths, built-in cabinetry and design
consultation. Licensed/insured.
Fairlington resident. 703-309-5451.
garywitt44@gmail.com
RUNNING RENOVATOR. Is your to
do list getting too long? Well, help
is on your way. I specialize in small
projects including plaster/drywall repair/
painting/staining/caulking. I live in
nearby Delray. Drop me a line, and I’ll
run right over! E-mail me at: running.
renovator@gmail.com. Robert Tetrault
904-673-2719. References available.

A color version of this newsletter is
available online at
www.fca-fairlington.org.

House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest,
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning
now available. LICENSED, BONDED
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington.
Fairlington references available. No
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit
our website at www.michelesmaids.net
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE.
703-820-8635. We are family owned and
operated serving Fairlington since 1978.
Your neighbor is our best reference.
Call for a free estimate and detailed
explanation of our service.
B&A HOUSECLEANING. 30 years in
Fairlington. Excellent references, honest,
reasonable rates and bring our own
equipment. We are a family owned and
operated service. Call Blanca 703-5019007 or e-mail bc42happy@gmail.com.
HOUSE CLEANING. Experienced,
detailed, flexible. Working in Fairlington
for more than 20 years. We bring our
own equipment. References available.
Weekly, bi-weekly, occasionally, move in/
out. Free in-home estimates. Call Malena
703-409-7223.

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th
of the preceding month (June 10 for July issue).
• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens
Association.”
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop
off at FCA drop box.
• Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA
drop box.
Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and
experienced. Good references. Flexible
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are
licensed, insured, and employees covered
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly,
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate,
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI,
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs,
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting,
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications.
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident;
bonded and insured. Competitive
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text
703-629-1970.
HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional
in-home cat sitting and adoption
services. homealonefelines@gmail.com;
703-671-5504; www.hafr.org

Join the Fairlington
conversation on Facebook
at the Fairlington
Appreciation Society.

Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington,
VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center,
3308 S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am – 9 pm, M-F,
8 am – 5 pm, Saturday; closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word. Examples: “998-0000” and
“stove” = one word; “interior/exterior” = two words.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #,
email address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for
options).

Worshiping Christ the King
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m.
1801 North Quaker Lane • CTKAlexandria.org
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Same great service! New location!
Visit us at our new location at
6299 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22044
office phone number 703.998.3111

Listed for Rent $1700mo.

Listed for Rent $1500/mo.

Listed for Rent $2100/mo.

1509 George Mason Dr. #10
Arlington, VA 22204
1BR/1BA
Ghada Barakat 703-623-1100

939A Rolfe Street #A
Arlington, VA 22204
2BR/2BA
Barbara Kirkland 703-405-5920

112 Roberts Lane #101
Alexandria, VA
2BR/1BA
Dayna Wagner 703-447-7268

Listed for Rent $2350/mo.

Listed for Rent $2400/mo.

Listed for Sale $163,000

Listed for Sale $344,900

Listed for Sale $699,900

Listed for Sale $925,000

4707 29th Street, S #A-1
1BR/2BA Barcroft III

Carolina Santa Cruz 703-403-0191

Listed for Sale $369,900

4680 36th Street, S #B
2BR/1BA Georgetown
Kay Yancey 703-201-4292
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350

4692 36th Street, S
2BR/2BA Clarendon
Julie Flory 703-599-3111
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350

Listed for Sale $475,000
7002 Quander Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22307
3BR/1BA
Harry Bowen 904-738-4419

1511 George Mason Dr, S #3
Arlington, VA 22204
1BR/1BA
Dayna Wagner 703-447-7268

2104 Minor Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
3BR/1BA
Julie Flory 703-599-3111
Joanne Ritchick 571-215-3350

Listed for Rent $2000/mo.
3132 Martha Custis Dr. #210
Alexandria, VA 22302
2BR/1BA
Alex Boston 571-533-9566

4822 29th Street, S #B1
2BR/1BA Richmond
Pat Shannon 571-237-4767

1800 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22201
2BR/2BA/1HBA
Ellen Heather 703-835-5385

