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Proposal to add density to Shirlington
On November 20, Shirl-
ington residents, business 
owners, and adjacent civic 
associations were invited to 
a community forum to hear 
more about plans to increase 
density in Shirlington. 

In December 2017, Federal 
Realty Investment Trust 
(FRIT) submitted to the 
Arlington County Zoning 
Office a formal application 
for a Special General Land 
Use Plan (GLUP) Study for a 
5.45-acre area which includes 
the cinema real estate tax 
parcel and roughly half of 
the 8.43-acre Parcel 2 located 
within the Shirlington 
Phased Development Site. 

In the letter that accompanied their application, FRIT noted that the office 
space market had continued to decline in Shirlington, and with it, the 
number of customers available to patronize the retail businesses. The real 
estate developer expressed a desire both to update an aging portion of the 
development and also increase the population of Shirlington and create a 
more robust retail environment for the shops, restaurants, and businesses 
there.

As was reported in the September 2019 All Fairlington Bulletin, the request to 
the county includes increasing zoning density from the zoning designation 
“low” density to “medium” density, meaning height and number of units 
could increase from 8–10 floors and 72 units per building to 12–16 floors and 
115 units respectively.

Arlington County’s Department of Planning, Department of Housing, and 
Department of Parks and Recreation were on hand to field questions and 
solicit feedback on initial public response to concepts and designs. Margaret 
Tulloch, a Fairlington resident who works with the Department of Planning, 
Housing, and Development, led the well-attended meeting. 

Continued on page 17

A community forum in November gave residents 
a chance to learn more about plans for increased 
density in Shirlington. From left, FCA Director 
Jennifer Davies; Fairlington resident and Arling-
ton County Department of Community Plan-
ning, Housing, and Development staff member 
Margaret Tulloch Rhodes; and FCA Director 
Chris Weathers. 
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting January 8
There will be no presentation at the January 8 meeting. 
The Board will hold a work session.

Regular board business: 

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,  
www.avatar-systems.com.

• �Approval of December  
minutes

• Unfinished business

• �Officer and  
committee reports

• New business

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
Officers

Guy Land, President
Jennifer Davies, Vice President

Ed Hilz, Treasurer
Rebecca Sayres, Secretary

Directors
Julie Butler
Kent Duffy

Donald Staren-Doby
Chris Weathers
Sam Wolbert

Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org

All Fairlington Bulletin
Published monthly by the FCA
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Editor: Susan Renehan
Advertising Manager: Katarina Lesandric

Distribution Manager: Noemi Riveira

—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy.
Send material on disk with paper proof to: 

FCA • PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182
Email editorial announcements to: 

editor@fca-fairlington.org
Email commercial and mini ads to: 

admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Drop off location: Drop box in the Fairlington

Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
of the month preceding desired publication date. Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to the 

Advertising Manager at 571-403-1942.

Ad Size	 Height	 Width	 Rate
1/8 page	 2 3/16 in.	 3 5/8 in.	 $47
1/4 page	 4 5/8 in.	 3 5/8 in.	 $94
1/2 page	 4 5/8 in.	 7.5 in.	 $195
Full-Page	 9.5 in.	 7.5 in.	 $395
Back Cover (Full Page)	 9.5 in.	 7.5 in.	 $505
Full-Page Insert (1 Side)	 11 in.	 8.5 in.	 $525
Full-Page Insert (2 Sides)	 11 in.	 8.5 in.	 $570

Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by the FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ 
products or services. AFB reserves the right to refuse any ad-
vertisement based upon either content or artistic expression. 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
the FCA or its board members. AFB reserves the right to edit 
or refuse contributions. All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified.

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2020, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by More Vang.

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency)	 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency)	 703-558-2222
Animal Warden	 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages)	 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center	 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints	 703-228-7929
Miss Utility	 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline	 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library	 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline	 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints � Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
� 202-225-4376
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Full stop 

Contributors this month: Jennifer Davies, 
Donna Felipe, Guy Land, Rachel Mallory, Andrew 
Raab, Susan Renehan, Bill Sullivan, and Chris 
Weathers.

Some images in this publication may be  
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

Welcome to 2020! Your FCA Board has been scoping out a large menu of 
activities for the coming year. We’ll be refining these at a January work 
session, but here are some of the things we are considering.

Development issues. FCA is always concerned about development in 
our area and the implications for parking and traffic. At least three of 
these are on our agenda. The most consequential is the proposal to more 
than double the existing density in Park Shirlington. In return for the 
increased number of units, the owner would make a long-term commit-
ment to provide 294 units as affordable housing. 

A second issue is the re-use of Fire Station 7, which was closed in 
October 2018. County staff have assured us that they will work with 
the community in determining how it gets repurposed. Finally, the 
owner of Shirlington has proposed additional density there, in part to 
strengthen the customer base for the businesses. 

We’ll be monitoring these throughout the year.

Contacts with public officials. FCA represents the community in 
discussions with public officials and provides opportunities for you to 
talk with them directly. This year’s session of the General Assembly in 
Richmond promises to be lively, and I suspect we’ll be inviting selected 
members of the Northern Virginia delegation to give us an update.

We will likely continue our tradition of having a county board member 
as a featured speaker. We are also participating in the county’s 2020 
census effort. And we will continue to engage with Arlington Public 
Schools on matters affecting the schools Fairlington residents attend.

Activities to enhance life in Fairlington. FCA tries to add value to 
your Fairlington experience. February brings the return of our popular 
home remodeling showcase, featuring contractors who routinely work 
in Fairlington. Later in the spring we will again be sponsoring the Fair-
lington 5K. Also on the drawing board is another Family Movie Night, 
and, of course, the Fourth of July parade.

In last year’s survey you told us that you would like to see more oppor-
tunities to spotlight and share the arts, and we’ll be looking at how we 
can best boost our work in that area as well.

This is just a short sample of things on our working list. To accomplish 
them, we need your help. We could use you. I hope one of your New 
Year’s resolutions is to join us. 

Guy Land, FCA President,  
president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
New Year’s Day
Wednesday, January 1
FCC Closed

Fairlington Diners
Monday, January 6, 6:30 pm
Ramparts
1700 Fern St., Alexandria

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, January 8, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fairlington Knits
Monday, January 13, 6:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Paint, Build, Create
Saturday, January 18, 11 am 
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 20
FCC Closed

Fairlington Diners
Thursday, January 23, 6:30 pm
Cheesetique
4024 Campbell Ave.

Fairlington Knits
Monday, January 27, 6:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Book Group
Tuesday, January 28, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

In December, two new stop signs 
appeared at the intersection of Wakefield 
St. and 28th Rd. S. Photo by Guy Land. 
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Pedestrian improvements planned  
at S. 34th St. and S. 36th St. intersection

Last fall at a monthly 
FCA meeting, Arling-
ton County’s Depart-
ment of Environ-
mental Services and 
Transportation Engi-
neering & Operations 
(DES-TEO) provided 
residents several 
proposals to improve 
pedestrian safety in 
the neighborhood. 

Given the information 
provided in the stud-
ies including cost esti-
mates and safety con-
cerns, FCA directed 
DES-TEO to proceed 
with the proposal to 
improve the crosswalk 
on S. 36th St. that 
intersects with S. 34th 
St. The project will result in the construction of a curb 

extension on both 
ends of the crosswalk, 
effectively shortening 
the distance between 
the corners and sharp-
ening the vehicle turn 
radius onto S. 36th St. 

Drivers will have to 
reduce speed to make 
the turn. Construction 
is expected to start in 
early spring. 

FCA will review other 
opportunities to make 
pedestrian improve-
ments at the January 
monthly meeting. Res-
idents are encouraged 
to continue raising 
traffic or pedestrian 
concerns to FCA.

—Jennifer Davies
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This image shows the planned improvements for the intersection of S. 
34th and S. 36th Sts. Image courtesy Arlington County.

FCA announces  
new Executive Board

At the December 11 annual meeting, Fairlington resi-
dents elected the Executive Board of the Fairlington 
Citizens Association to guide the Association for 2020. 
All officers and board members are elected to one-year 
terms. The newly elected board consists of seven return-
ing members and two new ones.

Returning to officer slots are President Guy Land, Sec-
retary Rebecca Sayres, and Treasurer Ed Hilz. Jennifer 
Davies joins the officer lineup as Vice President.

Returning board members are Kent Duffy, Chris Weath-
ers, and Sam Wolbert. They are joined by Fairlington 
Mews resident Julie Butler and Fairlington Court resi-
dent Donald Staren-Doby.

All candidates were elected without opposition. Officers 
and directors receive no compensation for their service 
on the board. 

—Guy Land

U.S. Census Bureau  
seeks census takers

The Constitutionally-mandated 2020 Census is under-
way and the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of 
the Census is hiring hundreds of people temporarily in 
Arlington and the rest of northern Virginia over the next 
few months to help carry it out. The principal position 
available is that of Enumerator. The pay is good ($25–
$27.50/hour in Arlington) and the hours are flexible.

Additionally, there are many good reasons for our 
community to ensure that Census participation is as 
complete as possible, since the results impact Congres-
sional representation and federal funding for education, 
healthcare, infrastructure, and other areas. Further, 
Personally Identifiable Information (PII) collected by the 
Census is confidential under Title 13 of the U.S. Code. 
PII is never shared with other government agencies or 
any other entity or person.

For more information and to apply, please visit  
2020census.gov/jobs.

http://2020census.gov/jobs
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hello@khassociates.com www.khassociates.com

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529)EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite 100 Arlington, VA 22201 703-224-6000

4450 36th St S4450 36th St S

Are you considering making a move? 
Call Kay to learn about our repair management, staging, social media 

marketing, print marketing, & expert negotiation skills. We get homes sold 
fast & for a great price! Give us a call at 703-CALL-KAY 

(225-5529) to learn more about our unique listing services. 
We also offer SPECIAL FAIRLINGTON LISTING RATES! 

“Our services start at 
above & beyond”

3022 S Abingdon St3022 S Abingdon St3327 S Stafford St3327 S Stafford St

Market commentary - “Fairlington has had an incredibly active winter season so far! Our 
winter listings have averaged 7 days on market and have sold for over asking. A common 
misconnception that we hear is that it is best to wait until the spring to list your home. The 
truth is, especially in our area, that you should do what’s right for you and your family. Less 
inventory means that there is less competition, which can be great if your home isn’t as 
updated. By waiting to list, you could be missing out on buyers who are ready to make a 
purchase now.” Kay 

Under  c ontract  for  OVER asking!Under  c ontract  for  OVER asking!
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Jennie Dean Park renovation is set to begin in Spring 2020

Over the past several years, various stakeholders have 
provided input on an extensive renovation and revital-
ization of Jennie Dean Park, which sits between Shirling-
ton and Green Valley along Four Mile Run. 

The park, which is in close proximity to the Shirlington 
dog park, is used by a number of Fairlington families as 
both a playground and a recreation area. The ball fields 
at Jennie Dean are frequently utilized by Arlington Little 
League teams, including those based out of Fairlington.

Jennie Dean Park has a particular significance because 
it was developed during a time when Arlington County 
was segregated along racial lines. First developed in 1949 
by the county, Jennie Dean Park was originally designed 
to serve as the county’s only recreation area for African-
American residents of Arlington.

On November 16 of last year, the county board 
approved the construction contract for the $15.5 million 
project as well as a number of land use actions necessary 
to build the 12.5-acre park. 

The new park will feature markers on Jennie Dean’s his-
toric significance, a new playground, new all-gender rest-
room facilities, two picnic shelters, new parking configu-
rations as well as new diamond fields (one of which will 
also serve as a soccer field), and new tennis courts. The 
plan assumes the current WETA building will be relocated. 

Construction is expected to start in Spring of 2020, but 
given demands on playing fields, may be delayed to 
accommodate spring season baseball. 

—Jennifer Davies

Metrobus service to  
Fairlington under review

As part of the Metro budget process, WMATA has report-
edly proposed to eliminate or restructure the services 
of several Metrobus lines, including some of those that 
serve Fairlington.

Metrobus Routes 22A and 22C are both being considered 
for elimination, with Route 22F proposed for additional 
trips. This would eliminate any service by a 22 bus from 
34th and Wakefield through North Fairlington down to 
Shirlington (the route currently taken by the 22C). The 
proposal would effectively eliminate off-peak service.

The Metrobus Route 7Y, which serves North Fairlington, 
is being considered for restructuring, with the proposal 
to terminate the route at the Pentagon (currently, it goes 
to Farragut Square).

In many cases, Metro riders would still be able to reach 
their destination by transferring to rail service instead of 
taking the entire trip via Metrobus.

These changes are initial proposals and are part of a 
longer budget process; the next step will be a public 
comment period during which time feedback will be 
collected and compiled. Then, after the public comment 
period, the proposed budget goes before the WMATA 
board in February. This will be followed by a more 
detailed proposal with specific provisions, which will 
invite another round of public comment.

FCA will continue to follow the proposed changes and 

This illustration shows the plans for the completed Jennie 
Dean Park. Image courtesy Arlington County.

The county held a number of information sessions to keep 
the community up to date on the planned improvements to 
Jennie Dean Park. Photo by Jennifer Davies. Continued on page 13
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NEW YEAR
&

NEW GOALS

JANUARY AT THE ENERGY CLUB

Not The Same Old Gym.

 

ACCOUNTABILITY STARTS WITH YOU,

BUT IT COULD USE A FRIEND!

Mention this ad to redeem a guest pass for you

and a friend. Conquering new goals is more fun

and more likely when you have a friend's support!

 

Visit Us: 2900 S. Quincy St. Arlington, VA 22206 
Contact Us: (703) 824-0600 www.theenergyclub.com
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Morning show broadcasts 
from Abingdon

The ABC morning show, Good Morning America, was at 
Abingdon Elementary in mid-December to do a live 
broadcast. 

The show was highlighting an after-school program, 
Rosie Riveters, that partners with Arlington Public 
Schools (APS). The non-profit organization aims to bring 
science and math programs to elementary-age girls in 
northern Virginia.

As part of the five-minute segment, hosted by Good 
Morning America meteorologist Ginger Zee, online 
retailer Amazon made a surprise appearance and pre-
sented Rosie Riveters with the items on their Amazon 
wishlist as a gift to the organization.

Abingdon science teacher, Jordan Kivitiz, was also on-
hand to highlight STEM programs at Abingdon and 
receive a special gift: a 3D printer courtesy of Amazon.

The segment was broadcast live from Abingdon’s caf-
eteria and included a number of Abingdon students, 
teachers, and staff.

Amazon’s gift continues its commitment to Abingdon. 
In spring of 2019 Abingdon was one of a hundred 
schools nationwide to receive Amazon Future Engineer 
Robotics Grants to inspire the next generation of com-
puter scientists. 

—Susan Renehan

New transportation option 
comes to Fairlington

South Arlington has 
another transportation 
option for those seeking 
alternative ways to travel 
around the county and 
area. 

FLARE is an amenity 
shuttle service that con-
nects people and the 
places they live. 

On November 12, FLARE 
had an official ribbon 
cutting ceremony with 
the Arlington Economic 
Development office. 

Starting at the end of August, FLARE was originally offer-
ing rides to and from the Fairlington Farmers Market 
and to residents living along Columbia Pike. The com-
pany’s goal is to partner with area property management 
companies and businesses to provide shuttle service, 
particularly in areas that have low-volume bus routes.

Developed by Chris Yeazel, a former Army transporta-
tion specialist, the company name is a synonym of the 
word “Zoom” and is meant to convey the idea of getting 
around quickly.

Once fully operational, the property management com-
panies or businesses will pay a fee for the service and 
those in need of a ride will not be charged a fee. An app 
will soon be available for riders to schedule a pick up.

For additional information, please visit their website: 
www.flarerides.com.

—Andrew Raab

Cameras captured the excitement as both Abingdon’s science 
program and the non-profit Rosie Riveters received gifts from 
retailer Amazon. Photo courtesy Jacqueline Firster’s Twitter 
feed, @STEM_K12.

FLARE is a new transportation 
option currently seeking part-
nerships in south Arlington. 
Photo by Andrew Raab.

FLARE celebrated its opening with a ribbon cutting in 
November. Photo courtesy Arlington Chamber of Commerce 
Twitter feed, @ArlVAChamber.

http://www.flarerides.com
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Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Abingdon Thanksgiving drive a big success
The Abingdon and Fairlington communities coordinated 
to provide Abingdon families with a bountiful and deli-
cious Thanksgiving meal.  

Fairlington MOMS Club, FCA, and Abingdon PTA 
donated gift cards and turkeys while the Fairlington-
based Girl Scout Troop 4646 spent many hours shopping 
and packaging the meals. FCA volunteers and Abingdon 
staff delivered some of the meals in person to those 
families unable to pick them up.

Girl Scout Troop leader Elizabeth Lyons remarked on 
how the middle schoolers enjoyed returning to their 
alma mater. “The Scouts were thrilled to be back at 
Abingdon, helping pack meals for families in the com-
munity.  It was also really fun to watch them shop!”

Lyons continued, “They had to work within a budget 
and figure out how to get the most for their money.  

There was a lot of negotiation and math going on!”

Abingdon’s Caty Branco, Bilingual Outreach Coordina-
tor, was very appreciative of the effort. “On behalf of 
Abingdon Elementary School, we would like to thank 
our school community, Abingdon’s PTA, Girl Scouts, 
Fairlington MOMS Club, and the Fairlington Citizens 
Association for their generosity, support and endless 
work. We served 40 families, which is an increase of five 
more from last year, and this is only due to the continu-
ous support of our generous community and phenom-
enal parent leaders! Thank you, thank you!”

Gift cards collected for the coat drive will be used prior 
to the winter break to ensure that all students will have 
adequate outdoor clothing for the season.

—Jennifer Davies 

Girl Scout Troop 4646 shops for food to be packaged and donated to 
Abingdon families in need. Photos by Melody Kisor.
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Opening  
Fall 2020!
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Discover your capable,  
confident Montessori child.

At Guidepost, your child will enter a wonderful world of activities, tools, and learning materials, designed to captivate  

her interest and inspire her budding intelligence in remarkable ways. Early childhood is a brief moment in time when your child’s  

mind develops rapidly, and she establishes foundational character traits. Take advantage of this critical age!

Visit us online today to learn more about our programs. 
guidepostmontessori.com

West Alex 
3475 N. Beauregard Street, Suite 301 

Alexandria, VA 22311 
(866) 202-8593

GP-FB (19-1106).indd   1 11/7/19   9:36 AM
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FCA Director Kent Duffy will be in touch with Arlington 
county transit in order to be apprised of the process as it 
develops.

The FCA board expects to consider this at its January 
meeting. FCA is also discussing this with the chair of the 
Parkfairfax Transportation Committee, since Parkfair-
fax would also be potentially affected by the proposed 
changes. 

—Susan Renehan

Home Improvement  
Showcase set for February 15 

The Fairlington Home Improvement Showcase is set to 
return for its fifth year running on Saturday, February 15. 
It will once again be held at the Fairlington Community 
Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. The event will feature contrac-
tors who know the intricacies and quirks of our historic 
buildings and help unit owners improve their homes. 

The seminar format will highlight common strategies 
contractors use to create a brand-new kitchen, finish an 
attic, install new windows and doors, and brighten up 
a basement, just to name a few remodeling possibilities. 
There will be many opportunities to ask questions and 
learn about unique design options that can enhance the 
quality of living and value in Fairlington. 

More details, including the format, speakers, and sched-
ule, will be announced in the February issue of the AFB 
and on the FCA website, http://www.fca-fairlington.org. 

—Chris Weathers

Paint, Build, Create

Join in a day of creative exploration on Saturday, Janu-
ary 18, from 11 am to 2 pm at the Fairlington Com-
munity Center (FCC), 3308 S. Stafford St., at Arlington 
County’s Paint, Build, Create event. This annual pro-
gram is free and open to the public and will feature 
STEM-based projects for all ages and abilities. 

Food trucks will be parked along S. Stafford St. Attendees 
are encouraged to park on-street in the neighborhood 
on S. Stafford St., S. Utah St., and S. 32nd Rd. View the 
event webpage for more information:  https://parks.
arlingtonva.us/paint-build-create. 

Last year’s Home Improvement Showcase drew a crowd of 
homeowners seeking information and inspiration. Photo by 
Guy Land.

Bus from page 7

Celebrate your milestone with the AFB
Do you want to honor someone celebrating a 
milestone who lives here in the neighborhood?

Would you like to recognize a special teacher, 
caregiver, or coach?

Do you want to congratulate your child’s 
teammates on a successful season?

The All Fairlington Bulletin has ad space 
available to interested residents in 
multiple sizes and a range of prices. 
Contact the Advertising Manager at 
admanager@fca-fairlington.org.

http://www.fca-fairlington.org
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/paint-build-create
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/paint-build-create
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Santa rides again
On December 14, despite the threat of rain, Santa made 
his annual appearance via fire truck throughout the Park 
Shirlington and Fairlington neighborhood.

From his seat in the front of the Station 9 fire engine, 
Santa waved to children as the engine drove slowly by 
with lights flashing. Santa also greeted children and 
posed for photos at stops throughout the neighborhood.

Santa’s annual fire truck ride is sponsored by FCA. 
Special thanks go out to Captain Thomas Shamblin and 
all the members of Fire Station 9, which now serves 
Fairlington; Fairlington Villages, which provided the 
use of the Santa suit; and Presto Valet, for dry cleaning 
services.

FCA Vice President Jennifer Davies 

organized Santa’s ride through the 

neighborhood. Photos by Guy Land.

Santa greets families in Park Shirlington. 

Capt. Thomas Shamblin of Station 9, 

Santa, FCA Vice President Jennifer 

Davies, and FCA President Guy Land. 

Photo by Sara Tuke Carr.
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For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

For Rent 
Clarendon in the Arbor

Nicely updated Clarendon 
for rent in the Arbor in 
December. 3 Levels, 2 BR, 2 
BA + Patio. Tasteful light 
grey paint and pretty 
hardwood floors.  White 
Kitchen with Stainless Steel 
appliances. Energy Efficient 
windows and newer HVAC. 
Updated baths.  Assigned 
parking and convenient 
Arbor location. Private 
setting with green space out 
front. Don’t miss it! $2500/
mo
 3467  S. Wakefield Street  

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20 years! 
Top Producer 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

FOR THE LOVE OF HOME 

Considering a move? 

Having the right agent 

represent you is key. 

Call me today for a 

consultation. 



Our heating and air 
conditioning company 
will service, repair or 
replace your heat  
pump, air conditioner, 
furnace, or water 
heater.

Fairlington Residents!!

Jump Into Savings!
Frosty’s Salutes  

Our Troops!!
Don’t forget to ask about  

our military discount.

CALL NOW  703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com

Don’t Forget About Your Seasonal Maintenance!!
It is time to schedule your Heating Check-Up. 
Frosty’s is here to help with your heating needs!

Offering Replacement 
Systems Starting at

$4995
Call Today and

ask about 
Frosty’s 

Signature Series!

https://www.frostysinc.com/specials



is your Indoor Air Quality 
causing problems?

Is your home too dry? 

Do you have dry, itching or flaking skin? 

Are your eyes or throat itchy?

Do you experience irritated nasal passages or nose 
bleeds?

Are you experiencing increased static electricity 
during the winter months?

Do you suffer from seasonal or year-round allergies? 

Or are you away a lot and wishing you could adjust 
the temperature in your home to either lower your 
electric bill, or make sure your home is warm and 
cozy when you get home?

Contact Frosty’s for help with all your indoor air quality 
needs. We provide solutions for a healthier and more 
pleasant home environment. 

Frosty’s 
Heating & Cooling, inc.

3013 Colvin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com
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Tulloch’s presentation included some interesting facts 
including:

•	 Shirlington is the only “urban village” in Arlington 
County that is not Metro accessible, meaning that 
more people tend to drive to Shirlington and there-
fore parking should be a greater priority than in 
other urban village developments. 

•	 The Transit Center, located at the bottom of 31st 
St. and S. Randolph St., sees about 2000 users daily. 
It is the only one like it in the county and could be 
expanded to increase capacity, therefore potentially 
off-setting some of the demands on street parking.

•	 Shirlington was originally built from fill over parts of 
Four Mile Run. As a result, the neighborhood has a 
high water table and therefore cannot accommodate 
underground parking. 

Attendees were asked to comment or pose questions on 
several poster boards, including very preliminary concept 
designs, to engender discussion. The concept designs 
showed what a medium-rise Shirlington would look like, 
with higher residential, office, and parking garages. 

Almost all of the designs preserved the “main strip” of 
1-2 floor retail space along Campbell Ave. that most uni-
versally supported. Other posters focused on aesthetics 
asking people what they liked about Shirlington (exam-
ples included trees, Beaux Arts style, pedestrian-friendly, 
night life, and outdoor seating).

Additional posters looked at massing and spacing 

(height location of buildings) as well as sustainability. 
As Tulloch put it, the poster boards helped “bracket 
the range of possibilities” to help direct staff on future 
designs and features. 

At the conclusion of the comment period, county staff 
identified some general preferences and concepts:

•	 Strong support for the “village feel” of the original 
section of Campbell Ave.;

•	 Attendees are quite comfortable with increased 
density;

•	 General support to increase height on the periphery 
and not in the middle of Shirlington;

•	 General support for “step” massing (i.e. don’t 
build high next to a two-story building, but do so 
gradually);

•	 Ensure sufficient parking given lack of Metro service.

In addition, staff also highlighted ideas that were 
proposed:

•	 Make Shirlington an arts destination, using Signa-
ture Theatre and WETA as anchors and bookends of 
the Village;

•	 Make Campbell Ave. permanently pedestrian-only; 

•	 Incentivize WETA to build in Shirlington so that 
the county might acquire their property near Jennie 
Dean Park to complete the park re-design; 

•	 Ask developers to improve pedestrian access to Shir-
lington, including the pedestrian overpass on I-395 
(which would benefit Parkfairfax and some South 
Fairlington residents).

Tulloch commented that the county is seeking input 
from all residents and strongly encourages residents of 
Fairlington and Green Valley to be part of the process. 
Fairlington Citizens Association (FCA) will continue to 
remain involved and will look to invite county staff to a 
future meeting as the proposal moves forward. 

A meeting was also held on December 11 at Shirlington 
Public Library that more closely addressed parking and 
building height. The next meeting is scheduled on Janu-
ary 21, again at Shirlington Public Library, to present 
refined modeling scenarios based on feedback. 

More information can be found at: https://projects.
arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/general-land-use-plan/
special-study-shirlington-village.

—Jennifer Davies

This map shows the proposed increase in density for parts of 
Shirlington. Image courtesy Arlington County.

Proposal from page 1

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/general-land-use-plan/special-study-shirlington-village/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/general-land-use-plan/special-study-shirlington-village/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/general-land-use-plan/special-study-shirlington-village/
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January 20th-March 15th

8 Week Challenge

Cash Prizes

Sign Up: December 30th to

January 17th, 2020

Located in Bradlee Shopping Center

3624 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302

c: (703) 771-3800

e: studio1132@orangetheoryfitness.com

Orangetheory                            Bradlee Center

HALF-DAY, FULL-DAY &
SUMMER PROGRAMS

AVAILABLE

L E A D I N G  I N D E P E N D E N T
M O N T E S S O R I  S C H O O L  F O R

A G E S  2 - 1 2 .

L O C A T I O N S  I N
 F A L L S  C H U R C H  &  A N N A N D A L E

JANUARY 15
N E W  A P P L I C A T I O N S  D U E

Access to outdoors        Freedom of Movement       Self-paced Learning  
Calm and Beautiful Learning Environment       Mixed age groups

S C H E D U L E  A  T O U R  T O  S E E  H O W  W E  D O  S C H O O L  D I F F E R E N T L Y

W W W . M S N V . O R G 7 0 3 . 2 5 6 . 9 5 7 7 6 8 2 0  P A C I F I C  L A N E ,  A N N A N D A L E ,  V A
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abingdonschool news

Donation of hand-knitted hats for students 

Helen Staren, a former Fairlington res-
ident, recently donated more than 50 
hand-knitted winter hats to Abingdon 
Elementary School, the third year in a 
row she has made such a donation. 

The mother of Deborah Staren-Doby, 
who is herself a Fairlington resident 
and an Abingdon teacher, Ms. Staren 
lived in Fairlington from 1976 until 
2006. Her children and two of her 

grandchildren attended Abingdon.

Ms. Staren is a retired teacher who 
has spent 17 years as a volunteer with 
the Arlington Education and Employ-
ment (REEP) program, which pro-
vides English and career development 
classes to adults in Arlington.

—Adapted from the Arlington Public 
School newsletter’s Making a Difference 
series 

Abingdon students show off their new winter hats. Photo courtesy of the APS newsletter.

Trip to the Outdoor Lab

In November, 5th grade classes at 
Abingdon took an overnight trip to 
the Phoebe Hall Knipling Outdoor 
Lab, a 225-acre facility in Fauquier 
County. The Outdoor Lab provides 
a natural classroom for Arlington 
Public School students and was fully 
funded for another year of educa-
tion by the tax increase approved by 
the Arlington County Board. 

This year, students were able to: 

Participate in a stream study: 
Students assessed the water quality 
in the Outdoor Lab stream, observ-
ing and recording what organisms 
lived in a stream sample. 

Classify animals: Students viewed 
the live animals kept at the lab, 
including a snapping turtle. While 
staff fed the animals, students 
learned about what each ate and 
their natural habitats. 

Enjoy free time: Students could 
choose between boating, fishing, 
hiking the grounds, or playing teth-
erball. Many students loved canoe-
ing with their teachers. 

Complete a night hike: Students 

learned about nocturnal animals 
and how night vision worked. Usu-
ally, there is an outdoor campfire at 
the conclusion of the hike, but due 
to the extremely cold weather this 
year, staff had to build an indoor 
fire instead. 

Learn camping skills: Students 
also usually learn about tent set-up 
and take-down and get the chance 
to camp outside overnight, but 
because of the cold weather all stu-
dents and volunteers slept inside in 
the nature center building. 

Enjoy a day hike: On the follow-
ing day, students hiked on the nature 
trails while learning about the effects 
of weathering and soil erosion. 

If students and families would like 
to learn more about the Outdoor 
Lab in person, there will be an open 
house in May (date TBD). There are 
also three week-long summer camps 
beginning in late June for rising 5th, 
6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th graders. 

For more information, please visit 
https://outdoorlab.org/.

—Rachel Mallory

5th graders at the Outdoor Lab. Photo courtesy Ms. Hartman’s Twitter feed, @
hartman_maddy.

https://outdoorlab.org/
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Low inventory!! Seeing multiple bidding wars. List now!!
Contact me for a free estimate, advice on getting home ready for the market, and selling strategies!

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional, eXp Realty
703-963-4505 • Marlene.hall@gmail.com 

Licensed in Virginia and DC
20130 Lakeview Center Plaza Suite 400,

 Ashburn, VA 20147

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

What I offer:

I’m really excited and grateful  
to you for helping me find a really  

good place!
John
(renter)

Five Star ratings on Zillow

RENTEDCOMING SOON FOR SALESOLD

I do not do dual agency!  I only represent you in a transaction and no one else!

7003 Stone Mill Pl, Alexandria, VA 
22306 • $600,000 • represented 
buyers • won after other buyers’ offer 
wasn’t countered

 7 Canterbury Sq 101 Canterbury Sq 
#101 Alexandria, VA 22304 • $1675

2942 S Columbus St #C2, 
Arlington, VA 22206 (4 DOM), 
Fairlington • $1950 

3427 Valley Dr  
(Madison  
model) 
Live January 
2020  
Bay windows! 
Price TBD

3317 Coryell 
(Madison model)  
Live January 
2020  
Right by the 
Coryell pool! 
Price TBD

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the Neighborhood on the Listing 
Broker’s Open • Open Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: UVA 
Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public Relations (Georgetown))   
Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (3rd Generation) • 3rd Generation NOVA Realtor 
Contractor List • Transaction Coordinator • Interior Designer Consult

★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★

ANGEL’S
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Angel updated our kitchen with a tray ceiling, recessed 
lighting, back splash, and new tile � oor. He also patched, 
painted, reframed and generally spruced our place prior to 
sale in 2018. He does great work at a reasonable price and I 
highly recommend him.

“

” —Mary � omasson, 
Former Fairlington owner

► All-new kitchens
► All-new baths 
► Repairs of any sort
► Granite countertops & 

backsplashes
► Ceramic, granite & 

marble tiles 

► Painting
► Plumbing
► Hardwood fl oors
► Crown molding 
► Drywall
► Electrical work…
► And much more!

(703) 307-4022 |  angelvillanueva33@gmail.com |  angelskitchensandbath.com 

Greetings! My name is Angel Villanueva, and I spent 18 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900
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A look at Gunston Middle School
The 2019-2020 school year marks the first year of new 
middle school boundaries. This is in addition to the new 
elementary school boundaries adopted by APS in fall of 
2018 that were put in place this year. 

Gunston Middle School 
(GMS) continues 
to serve as Fairling-
ton’s “neighborhood 
school.” This means 
that all 6th graders, 
whether they attended 
Abingdon or option 
schools such as Cla-
remont Immersion 
School, Drew Montes-
sori, or Arlington Tra-
ditional School, have 
the opportunity to be 
classmates at Gunston. 

Located in the Arling-
ton Ridge neighbor-
hood, just off Glebe, 
the campus is a joint 
use facility with Arling-
ton County. Ameni-

ties include indoor and outdoor turf soccer fields, a turf 
baseball field, two community theatres, and shared space 
with Gunston Community Recreation Center. 

Gunston’s mascot, the Hornet, adorns the school’s pur-
ple and teal halls. The school is home to three academic 
programs: the traditional middle school program, the 
Spanish partial immersion language program, and the 
Montessori Middle Years program. This allows for the 
continuation of studies for students who attended those 
instructional programs in elementary school. 

Consistent with countywide student population trends, 
Gunston has also seen tremendous growth. From 2008–
2018, the school grew from 585 students to 1025, or a 
75% increase in a decade. This increased growth is even 
more than the 40% county average over the same period. 

The start of the 2019 school year is no exception. 
Despite the new 2019 boundaries and an opening of a 
new middle school in North Arlington, Gunston is now 
the largest middle school in all of APS (1126 students), 
including having the largest 6th grade class this year. 

Beth Hicks, serving her second year as PTA President at 
Gunston, feels the school is special because it has one of 
the most diverse staff among APS schools, which makes 

it uniquely situated to educate the school population. 

Hicks noted that instructors at Gunston work hard to 
differentiate their teaching methods to meet the needs 
of different student populations, from Gifted to Special 
Education to English Language Learners. She hopes that 
APS will further support middle schools to ensure that 
all students are ready for the next level of schooling. 

With one child in 8th grade and another a 9th grader at 
Arlington Tech, Hicks is also focused on the transition 
to high school. “I think I’ve seen the best preparation 
for high school in the 8th grade year. Students seem to 
be treated more as though they are able to manage their 
schedules and workload, allowing them to grow the con-
fidence needed to do well in a more rigorous high school 
environment,” she said. 

Gunston strives to ensure students are in a nurturing 
and stimulating environment. Principal Dr. Lori Wiggins 
regularly emails parents with updates and reflections on 
what is happening at the school. 

Recently, she shared the following: “I continue to be 
grateful for the privilege to be the principal at Gunston 
Middle School. I am proud of the work that our teachers 
are doing this year. 

“I see the evidence of their collective work together 
in the distinct classrooms; we do have a collaborative 
instructional culture,” she reflected. “There are struc-
tures in place to help share the expertise, wisdom, and 
resources of each teacher with other teachers.” 

Dr. Wiggins continued, “The effect is that students 
benefit from the collective wisdom in school not just the 
wisdom and skill of their particular teacher. We truly are 
better together.”

—Jennifer Davies

Gunston’s Principal, Dr. Lori 
Wiggins, congratulates 8th 
grader and Fairlingtonian 
Dorothy Edson on her amazing 
solo performance in the Glee 
Club. Photo by Emily Janka.

Gunston choir’s winter concert. Photo by Jennifer Davies.
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The “Newest House in Fairlington” is for Sale! 
 
 

  

YYoouu’’rree  IInnvviitteedd  ttoo  oouurr  OOppeenn  HHoouussee  !!  
Saturday & Sunday          January 18 & 19          12:00 - 3:00 pm 

 

3026 South Abingdon Street 
 

 

Just. Move. In.  It’s rare to find a house for sale in Fairlington that is all new with a whole-house 
remodel just completed.  Remodeled by Bob DeLong, this Clarendon 1 end unit is a mix of Classic  
and Contemporary styles with High-End Finishes… and ready to welcome you home in this new year!   
 

WHOLE HOUSE:  Just remodeled – Brand New!  
 Windows – Brand new throughout 
 Hardwood Floors – Refinished 
 Ceilings – Smooth, NO Popcorn!  
 Paint –  New in every room 
 Recessed Lighting  
 Crown Moulding  
 Gorgeous dining room chandalier 
 Toto Toilets – both bathrooms  
 Pocket doors – both bathrooms 
 Closet Organizers throughout 
 Drapery Rods and drapes 
 Switches & Plugs & Vents - New 
 Bannisters – New 
 Patio and Private Front Porch 
 Pool  and Tennis Courts – In View 
 Easy parking 
 Bus stop at the corner  
 Large Attic with Window 

 
BATHROOM - Upper – Luxury Finishes! 

 Vanity -  White, large with drawers  
 Countertop – Carrera Marble 
 Shower Walls  & Floor– Marble  
 Tub –  American Standard   
 Polished Chrome 
 Open Shelving – floor to ceiling   
 Lighting – Elegant Wall Sconces   

KITCHEN – Open Concept 
 Island Kitchen –Out of a Magazine! 
 Appliances  - Stainless Steel  
 Cabinetry – White & Grey 
 Pantry - Full size with rollouts 
 Countertops – Marble 
 Backsplash - Slate 
 Lighting – Pendants + Recessed  
 Door – Glass – 15 light panels 

 
BASEMENT – Large & Small Rooms 

 Walls – No paneling –new drywall 
 Lighting – 11  Recessed  
 Custom Built in Storage closet – Big! 
 Flooring - Charcoal Grey Tile 
 Shiplap Accent Wall 

 
 BATH -Lower – Classic Black & White 

 Pedestal Sink  
 Floor – Gorgeous patterned tile 
 Shower Walls – Subway Tile 
 Shower Enclosure – Clear Glass 
 Shower Floor  - Penny tile   
 Light Fixture- Antique Black  
 Washer and Dryer – Brand New 

 

        
   Visit us on Facebook      
         @DeLong Remodeling 
 
Remodeled by: 

                           
                      Your Remodeling Company  

 
                              Serving Fairlington since 2006 with more than 600 projects  

in all models and all neighborhoods 
 

For More Information:  Just. Call. Bob.  703-309-4533  or email:  dhidelong@aol.com 
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Wakefield happenings

Wakefield students investigate  
environmental studies this fall
Students in Ms. Huffman’s math class explored solar 
energy. They toured the panels on the Wakefield roof as 
well as solar charging stations in the library. Students 
used this information to create mini solar houses and 
cars.

Students also worked with Four Mile Run Conserva-
tory to clean up the river. They went out in kayaks and 
pulled waste out of the water. They collected 81 pounds 
of trash (which includes one Bird scooter found at the 
bottom of the river). 

Be on the look-out for 
opportunities to help Wake-
field. As you clean out your 
closets, Wakefield collects 
adult size winter jackets 
to give to students. Later 
in the year, Wakefield PTA 
gathers formals as part of 
Formals for $5 sale before 
prom. 

—Donna Felipe

Master Gardeners  
offer training on seed selection

The Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia is offering a 
free training on seed selection entitled, “Seeds: Selecting 
and Starting.” Jumpstart your vegetable garden! Get the 
scoop on seed selection—hybrid vs. heirloom, which 
seeds to start indoors and what’s required to get them 
growing.

Learn how to make your own starter pots, create simple 
lighting systems, and practice winter sowing by starting 
seeds outdoors in milk-jug greenhouses. Germination is 
complex, but seed starting is reassuringly simple.

This class is offered by Extension Master Gardeners. The 
training will be held on Thursday, January 23, from 7– 
8:30 pm at the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. 
Stafford St. The class is free but advance registration is 
requested at mgnv.org.

Questions? Telephone 703-228-6414 or email 
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

 
IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters.  
 

Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience.  

   

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545 or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com         

www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com   

Wakefield Stem for Her team again competed and won 
$2,000 in the Audi Drive Like a Girl competition. Teams 
worked with Audi employees to design strategies for 
sustainable products. Photo courtesy Wakefield website.

Wakefield students tour the 
solar panels on the school’s 
roof. Photo courtesy 
Wakefield website.
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In 
December, we enjoyed our annual tradition of lunching 
at the Auberge Chez Francois in Great Falls. 

For January, we’ll return to our usual schedule of two 
events:

Monday, January 6, 6:30 pm, Ramparts, 1700 Fern St., 
Alexandria, 703-998-6616, www.rampartstavern.com. 
We’ll return to this perennial local favorite on a Mon-
day, when they offer a special price on hamburgers (and 
turkey burgers, and the occasional fish burger) with the 
purchase of any beverage. The rest of the menu is also 
available. 

Thursday, January 23, 6:30 pm, Cheesetique, 4024 
Campbell Ave., 703-933-8787, www.cheesetique.com. 
This wine and cheese-themed restaurant in Shirlington 
has recently moved into the space vacated by Luna, and 
is described as “bigger, better, cheesier.” New features 
include two bars, ample seating, and a large outdoor 
patio. It features dishes such as “grown up” grilled 
cheese sandwiches, along with ample charcuterie and 
wine served by the glass.

Because we need to get an appropriate-size table on 
arrival, please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to 
attend either event. Do leave a voicemail if you don’t 
reach her—include your name and how to contact you 
the day of the event, in case plans change. 

If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in 
the previous month, send your email address to carol_
dabbs at yahoo.com.

Book Group 
Join the Fairlington Book Group in January to discuss 
The Poison Squad: One Chemist’s Single-Minded Crusade 
for Food Safety at the Turn of the Twentieth Century, by 
Deborah Blum. 

“Full of fascinating detail…a valuable contribution to 
understanding the politics of food.”—Nature

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins. No commitment required! Join us for our discus-
sion, even if you haven’t read the book. We are meeting 
on Tuesday, January 28, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. We hope you’ll 
join us.

Canasta group doubles the fun
Our local Canasta group has multiplied the cards, the 
luck and the fun. We are now playing “Hand and Foot,” 
a Canasta-type card game played coast to coast. If play-
ing your hand was fun, there may be wild cards waiting 
in your foot! Join this local group, which plays Tuesday 
mornings at a church hall near Fairlington. Having 
card-sense is helpful, but we’re happy to teach you the 
rules of this game. Call Carol Ann 703-931-8533.

Join us for Fairlington  
Knits! and get crafty

Join Fairlington Knits! on Monday, January 13, and 
Monday, January 27, at the Fairlington Community 
Center from 6:30-8 pm for a knit/crochet meet-up. 
Bring what you’re working on, share what you know, 
and learn new skills. Meet new friends, some who might 
be neighbors, and enjoy an evening of making things 
with like-minded people. All levels of knitters and cro-
cheters are welcome. The events are posted on the Fair-
lington Appreciation Society’s Facebook page. For more 
information, contact: Turner at Turnerwork@aol.com.

Fairlington MOMS Club
The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© is a group 
for moms of young kids to find friends, get support, and 
have play opportunities for the kids. The Club partici-
pates in a number of annual service projects to help our 
community, four big annual parties, routine playdates 
and crafts, and moms’ nights out. We have a great list-
serv for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairling-
ton families. We welcome all moms! Please email fairling-
tonmomsclub@gmail.com for information on joining 
and visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com. 
$30 in annual dues goes to support the club’s work and 
service projects. The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairling-
ton VA is the local chapter of International MOMS Club®.

http://www.rampartstavern.com
http://www.cheesetique.com
http://www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com
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SATURDAY, JAN 25 / 2-5PM

Dear Neighbors,
 
Wow, that went fast! Thank you for
an amazing 25 years. The Fairlington
community has been so supportive,
and we are so proud to serve our
neighbors. Please come out and help
us celebrate on January 25th. Here's
to the next 25 years!
 
Hope to see you there,
 
Tom Lapham
Owner - Auto Stop 

Fun for all ages!

Auto Stop - 3808 S. Four Mile Run Dr. 

AUTO STOP'S

FREE Food & Drinks • Women's Car Care Clinic at 3PM
Kids' Activities & Games • Demos, Giveaways & More!

JOIN US!

tomsautostop.com
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Down to earth
patio gardening
Regularly, I’m the one receiving a 
consultation from my landscape 
customers; they’re the ones posing 
design ideas. Usually, they work. 
Imagination in the garden is a won-
derful thing. It manifests into differ-
ent visuals that also are functional. 
It’s no wonder we have the garden 
tour in Fairlington! Below are some 
situations I’ve encountered that 
offered many promising returns.

Beautifying the balcony under-
story: Eva wanted flagstone laid 
here. So, I installed geometric shapes 
to fill the area directly beneath the 
balcony. It was a rectangular shape 
about eight by 20 feet. 

Then she wanted the wide-open 
space in her oversized yard covered 
with sod. After raking away the 
existing mulch, smoothing the soil 
and soaking the surface, I pieced in 
tall fescue sod. The result was a lush 
lawn that butted up not only against 
curved planting beds at the fences 
but also against the new “stone 
patio” under the balcony. It was neat 
and handsome. And leaf removal 
from both the stone and grass sur-
faces was easy. 

So many times, areas under balco-
nies are filled with clutter and leaves. 
So why not make this area an attrac-
tive space in your garden?

Lush ground covers: Dean wanted 
something besides gravel surround-
ing the a/c compressor in the garden 
below his kitchen window. After 
removing the gravel and tilling the 
soil, I planted pachysandra, an ever-
green ground cover that shows white 

flowers in April-May. It’s a vertical 
grower that prefers shade and reaches 
just six inches above the ground. 

Once planted, it was an attractive 
green skirt around the functional 
but unsightly square-shaped unit. 
Since pachysandra is not a vine with 
meandering stems, there was no 
concern with the foliage entering 
the compressor vents. 

In another garden, Mary wanted 
something to cover the expanse of 
brown mulch. So, I planted lamium, 
a colonizing ground cover that has 
(what appears to be) white frost-
ing on the leaves. In addition, a 
magenta flower shows during sum-
mer. In her shade garden, not only 
does she have an evergreen ground 
cover but white and pink showing 

throughout. It looks like a decora-
tive blanket on the ground. And she 
sees a lot less mulch.

Hiding a tree stump: Grace sug-
gested placing a decorative pot filled 
with flowers in the center of the 
unsightly and large (20-inch-diama-
ter) stump. This is what was left after 
a monster silver maple tree was cut 
down in her patio. Then she said, 
“How about rooting some ivy all 
around the perimeter of the stump?” 

It was a great idea. In time, the ivy 
filled in the circumference of the 
stump and even grew vertically. 
The result? A floral centerpiece sur-
rounded by an evergreen ground 
cover.

Year-round decoration: Dawn 
installed some iron trellises in her 
garden space. In addition to planting 
vines at the base, she hung decora-
tive dragonflies, butterflies, and frogs 
on the metal latticework. Once the 
vines trailed up to the top, it looked 
like these figurines were hiding in 
the foliage.

Winter color: Paula had a side 
garden filled with azalea and for-
sythia. But those floral shows were 
short-lived.  I added azalea “encore” 
and camellia to the garden. The 
former bloomed into early December 
while the latter bloomed in winter 
(November into early April). No 
reason why your garden can’t fea-
ture color from December through 
February.

—Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Interesting tales and discoveries

A view of a completed project to 
beautify the area beneath a Fairlington 
balcony. Photo by Bill Sullivan.
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Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years. Convenient evening 
and weekend hours. 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents. Visit www.
cpa-coker.com for more information, 
directions. Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included. 
(703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers: Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

IRS ENROLLED AGENT  can prepare 
your individual, business, amended 
and prior year income tax returns, and 
respond to IRS and state tax letters. 
Bookkeeping services also available. 
Flexible time and place appointments. 
Please visit www.alexandria-tax-
bookkeping.com for more information, 
or call Christine at (703) 407-7545 or 
email: christine.atb3@gmail.com. 

Mini-ads
LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more. Contact 
Allegiance Property Management –info@
allegiancepm.com, 703-824-4704, or 
www.allegiancepm.com

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. With 
the planting season in dormancy, now 
is a good time to install a new flagstone 
patio. We’ve done many in Fairlington, 
a community I served for 30 years. 
Winter is also an ideal time to clean up 
and mulch the planting beds. Pruning, 
in most cases now can be done as well. 
Contact Bill Sullivan at billsullivan41@
gmail.com or 571-213-9567. I live nearby 
and grew up in the area. 

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Home and office repair, 
rental maintenance, painting, drywall 
repair, pressure washing, minor 
electrical and plumbing, to do lists and 
more. Free estimates, fair pricing and 
friendly service. Since 2008, Fairlington 
references available. Tim Miles cell 
443-995-3825.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

RUNNING RENOVATOR. Happy 
new year! Now that the holidays are 
over (family not visiting anymore, 
no more leftover turkey in the fridge 
and resolutions are hanging in the 
balance) let me help with some of those 
resolutions. I specialize in plaster/drywall 
repair and finishing work. (Sorry, not 
a life coach.) Drop me a line, and I’ll 
run right over. Email me at running.
renovator@gmail.com, Robert Tetrault 
904-673-2719. Operators are standing by. 

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS:  Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

IS THERE A FIRE HAZARD IN 
YOUR LAUNDRY ROOM? Dryer vent 
hoses in Fairlington homes need to be 
inspected regularly to ensure they are 
clear from accumulated lint, which 
can cause fire. Often, the entire system 
needs to be cleaned out, and in some 
cases, replaced entirely. Call Juan today 
for a free inspection 703-307-4022 or 
angelvillanueva33@gmail.com.

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. References 
available. Free estimates. Steve Chute. 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@
aol.com.

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

Join the Fairlington conversation 
on Facebook at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society.
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MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, 
move in/out, windows and offices. Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned. Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol.com 

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall. Class A license. Call Mario 703-
501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com

House Cleaning
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Thanks to all our great customers, we 
have reached our 41st anniversary! We 
are family-owned and operated. For a 
free estimate call 703-820-8635 or text 
571-243-7263.

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text 
703-629-1970.

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services. homealonefelines@gmail.com; 
703-671-5504; www.hafr.org

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th of the 
preceding month (January 10 for February issue).

•	 Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association.” 
•	 Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop off at 

FCA drop box.
•	 Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA drop box.

Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 
22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 3308 
S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am–9 pm, M-F, 8 am–5 pm, Saturday; 
closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, email 
address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for options). 

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

ARLINGTON REALTY
Family Owned Since 1984 • Serving VA, MD & DC

703.836.2525
mypropertymgr@gmail.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Family Owned & Operated since 1984
701 23rd St. S, Arlington VA 22202

Detailed background checks • Tenants pay online • Monthly 
reports End of year statements • Yearly property inspections

Maintenance service • Move-in/move-out inspections 
Owner statements available online 24-7

Fern Street Gourmet 

We carry more than 1000 different kinds 
of wines & champagnes, hundreds of 
different kinds of beers, cheeses, charcu-
teries, candies, chocolates, gourmet food, 
Virginia Hub’s Peanuts, baskets, gift 
bags, accessories and special orders. 
Free wine tastings over the weekend. 

1708 Fern Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 Next to Ramparts 
(703) 931-1234 

Open Mon - Sat 10am to 8pm and Sun 12pm to 5pm 

Bring this ad and get 10% off your entire purchase! 



Listed for Rent $1,850/month 
1210 N Taft St #410 

Arlington, VA 22201 

1BR/ 1BA 

Kathy Koerner 571.489.9903 

 
 

Listed for Rent $1,950/month 
2994 S Columbus St #A2 

Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/2BA 

Pat Shannon 571.237.4767 

Listed for Rent $2,500/month 
3543 S Stafford St #A 

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR / 2BA  

JoAnne Ritchick 571.215.3350 

Listed for Sale $499,900 
3631 Madison Ln 

Falls Church, VA 22041 

4BR/4.5BA 

Julie Flory 703.599.3111 

Listed for Sale $525,000   
817 S Glebe Rd 

Arlington, VA 22204 

3BR/1.5BA 

Pat Shannon 571.237.4767 

Listed for Rent $2,950/month 
3017 S Buchanan St 

Arlington, VA 22206 

3BR/2BA  

Julie Flory 703.599.3111 

Dec.2019 
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