
Town hall features questions about 
proposed Potomac Yard sports complex

Economic impact and quality of life issues, including tra�c and housing, 
dominated an early January town hall discussion of the proposed Potomac 
Yard arena and entertainment complex that would become the home of 
the Washington Capitals hockey team and Washington Wizards basketball 
team. 

In a session coordinated by the Del Ray Civic Association, Sen. Adam Ebbin 
and Del. Elizabeth Bennett-Parker heard citizen concerns and responded to 
questions about the proposed new development. 

Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson joined in the conversation, while Stepha-
nie Landrum, CEO of the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership, 
explained many of the details of the proposal.

The two state legislators pointed out that the package is premised on the 
creation by the Virginia General Assembly of a Virginia Sports and Enter-
tainment Authority that would own the arena property and lease it to Monu-
mental Sports and Entertainment (owner of the Capitals and Wizards), issu-
ing tax-exempt bonds to finance much of the cost of the $2 billion project. 

The sports and entertainment authority would own the property next to the 
new Virginia Tech campus that is under construction. The site would have 
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Coming up
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings that occur on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Sta�ord St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA mem-
bers have three minutes to address the board on matters 
a�ecting the community. 

FCA monthly meeting February 14
The board will hold a virtual work session. There will be 
no special presentation. 

Regular board business:

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be found 
on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website 
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington Citizens 
Association.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Tech LLC, Alexandria, VA, 
www.avatartech-llc.com.

• Approval of January 
minutes

• Unfinished business

• O�cer and 
committee reports

• New business

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately 
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/tra�c/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)

202-225-4376
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PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org
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Contributors this month: Barbara Berti, 
Regina Bethencourt, Sue Davis, James Harlow, 
Guy Land and Jen McDermitt.

Some images in this publication may be 
digitally enhanced.

president’s
message

What are the implications for Fairlington in the proposal to create a 
new sports and entertainment venue at Potomac Yard? That’s a ques-
tion many of you have been asking since Gov. Glenn Youngkin and 
Monumental Sports and Entertainment CEO Ted Leonsis announced a 
proposal to move the Washington Capitals and the Wizards from D.C. 
to a new arena in Potomac Yard. 

Tra�c issues are the concern I’ve heard about most, and that topic 
figured prominently in a Del Ray town hall with state Sen. Adam Ebbin 
and Del. Elizabeth Bennet-Parker in early January. The two legislators 
represent the Potomac Yard area. 

As a neighboring civic association, which also covers a part of Alexan-
dria, FCA was invited to join the Zoom of the town hall meeting.

Ebbin and Bennett-Parker previously represented Fairlington, but under 
last year’s redistricting Ebbin only represents the part of Fairlington 
that is in Alexandria and Bennett-Parker no longer represents any part 
of Fairlington. Both have previously spoken at FCA meetings and FCA 
has enjoyed a good relationship with them.

The tra�c concerns stem from both the crowds getting to and from 
games at the new arena (as well as a proposed concert venue right next 
to it) and the additional development that will occur on the property 
where the Target and other stores now sit. That parcel is slated to have 
a mix of residential, retail businesses, and hotels. Increased congestion 
along Route 1 and I-395 would be a likely result. 

A major transportation study is underway, and the results were expected 
to be released in late January. Possible projects include improvements to 
the I-395 and Glebe Rd. interchange and upgrades to the intersections 
along Glebe between 395 and Route 1. Tra�c planners are also looking 
at adding turn lanes along Route 1 at Potomac Yard. 

Another transportation question is the ability of Metro to handle the 
increased volume. Ebbin and Bennett-Parker have stressed that the state 
will need to commit to robust funding of Metro as a condition of their 
support for the arena project.

FCA will be monitoring the Potomac Yard proposal. We will be contact-
ing Sen. Barbara Favola and Del. Alfonso Lopez, who now represent 
Fairlington, to make sure they are attuned to the potential impacts on 
Fairlington. I welcome your thoughts as well.

Guy Land, FCA President, president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar

Fairlington diners
Saturday, February 10, 12 p.m.
Duangrat’s Thai Restaurant,
5878 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, February 14, 7 p.m.
Fairlington Community Center
3308 S. Sta�ord St.

Presidents Day
Monday, February 19
FCC Closed

Fairlington book group
Tuesday, February 27, 7:30 p.m.
Fairlington Community Center
3308 S. Sta�ord St.
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- SQUEAKY STAIRS? NO PROBLEM!
- TREADS AND RISERS TO MATCH ANY STAIN OR LVP!
- BOX NEWELS & SQUARED HAND RAILS!
- HORIZONTAL IRON RAILING AVAILABLE!
- ENDLESS OPTIONS, CUSTOM DESIGNS AVAILABLE! 
- PAINTER INCLUDED FOR ALL TOUCH UP!
- QUICK TURN AROUND TIME!
- NO-COST CONSULTATIONS!

CALL PETER TODAY!! 703-926-6740 

STAIRCASE REMODELING!!

CALL OR TEXT PETER 
703-926-6740 
peter@petersflooring.net 

SQUEAKY SUBFLOOR? NO PROBLEM!
WE SPECIALIZE IN SUBFLOOR REPLACEMENTS 

WATERPROOF FLOORING FROM 1.99/SFT! 
UPDATE THE LOOK OF YOUR HOME FOR LESS! 

HARDWOOD FLOORING INSTALLATION
SOLID HARDWOOD WITH WHOLESALE PRICING! 

HARDWOOD FLOOR REFINISHING
RESTORE YOUR HISTORIC HARDWOOD!

NEXT DAY CARPET INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!
OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK, UNBEATABLE PRICES!

STAIRCASE REMODELING
UPDATE YOUR HAND RAILS WITH A FRESH LOOK!
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2024 Home and Garden Tour seeks volunteers
The Fairlington Historical Society held their kick-o� 
meeting for the 2024 Home and Garden Tour last month. 
Already many homeowners are eager to include their 
property on the tour which will be held Saturday, May 
11, 2024, from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. This is an extraordinary 
opportunity to see what other residents have done with 
their units and how they have transformed their gardens. 

The working committee is still 
looking for volunteers to serve 
as: (a) house sitters - assisting 
the homeowners with meeting 
and greeting tour-goers and 
helping with tra�c flow in each 
unit, (b) a photographer who 
can take pictures of the units 
that will be on the tour, (c) 
hospitality in the Fairlington 
Villages community center 
to greet tour goers and serve 
drinks and snacks; and (d) 

general assistance with set-up, errands, and providing 
help as needed. As a thank you, volunteers will be able 
to go on the tour at no cost. 

Please send an email to: homeandgarden@
fairlingtonhistoricalsociety.org if you’re interested in 

signing up or have any questions.

The Fairlington Home and Garden Tour generally 
happens once every two years - but our last one took 
place in 2019 (with a hiatus for COVID). So please don’t 
miss this one!

—Barbara Berti

Fairlington mail carriers celebrated for exceptional service 
Our Fairlington mail carri-
ers received well-deserved 
recognition last month as 
they were honored by the 
Postmaster for outstanding 
service during the demand-
ing Christmas season. Their 
commendable achieve-
ment—a staggering 99.7 per-

cent on-time delivery rate—earned them a prestigious 
trophy and certificate from the Postmaster as tokens of 
appreciation.

It is the United States Postal Service policy not to publi-
cally share the names or photos of our local mail carriers 
but many Fairlington residents know them by name and 
regularly greet them on their rounds.

Amidst the accolades, our local postal service faces 
imminent changes as the number of mail carriers is set 

to decrease from fourteen to twelve e�ective January 22. 
This reduction in workforce is expected to place addi-
tional responsibilities on the remaining carriers, who 
will need to absorb the extra work to ensure smooth 
delivery of mail. 

One of the local carriers spoke with a Fairlington resi-
dent about the forthcoming changes and expressed a 
willingness to adapt to the changes but highlighted the 
challenge of adjusting to the increased workload. He 
mentioned that it might take a few weeks for the carriers 
to navigate the new courtyards e�ciently and familiar-
ize themselves with the names and addresses of the new 
customers they will be serving. 

As our mail carriers navigate these changes, let’s sup-
port them by expressing our gratitude for their steadfast 
commitment to our neighborhood. 

—Jen McDermitt

2024 will mark the first Fairlington Home & Garden Tour 
since the COVID-19 pandemic. Photos by Guy Land.
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www.gmgservices.com

Request an Estimate:

www.gmgservices.com
and click on “Request Estimate” tab

Email:
info@gmgservices.com

Call:

703-354-4270

PROUDLY SERVING THE FAIRLINGTON

COMMUNITY SINCE 1985!

Our Speciality is Bathrooms and Kitchens
We have successfully remodeled hundreds of bathrooms and
kitchens in Fairlington Village and throughout Northern Virginia.

Plus:
Finished Basements • Sunrooms • Screened-in Porches
Patios & Walkways • Decks & Porticos • Custom Built-ins
Cabinets & Countertops • Custom Painting • Hardwood Floors •
Ceramic Floors • Windows & Doors • Chair Rail & Crown Molding •
and much more…

We care about your safety and well being

These are uncertain and challenging times, but we are OPEN and
available to help with your home remodeling and repair needs. Our
longstanding and unyielding commitment to providing you with the
best and SAFEST customer experience, while we are working in your
home, is something we have always taken great pride in. And that
dedication is stronger than ever. Just one reason we have been the
“go-to” home remodeling contractor in the Fairlington community for
over 35 years!

Because your safety, health, and peace of mind is our top priority,
you can rest assured we are taking every precaution to ensure your
safety and well-being. We have asked all members of our team to
wash their hands repeatedly throughout the day and requested they
do not come in to work if they feel sick or if they have a fever. They
have also been instructed to be extra vigilant to wipe down all
surfaces before, during, and after their shifts, to wear protective
gloves and masks, and to support the social distancing guidelines
with homeowners and co-workers.

Until this crisis is over, we will continue to monitor the developments
set by the CDC and our local governments and will make any
necessary adjustments to our practices to keep you safe.

We support our community and feel that it is everybody’s job to limit
risk of exposure and spread of COVID-19 and in that light, we en-
courage you to take advantage of telephone, Facetime, and video
consultations for all your home improvement needs.

Please visit us at www.gmgservices.com and click on the
“Request Estimate” tab or email us at info@gmgservices.com

“GMG provided some of the best customer service and
quality work I have ever received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”

“It was a pleasure dealing with a company that places
high priority on customer satisfaction…”

READ WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE TO SAY:
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Sarah Hazlett chosen for FCA Board
The FCA Board has selected Sarah Hazlett to fill the 
remaining board vacancy that went unfilled at the 
December annual meeting.  A North Fairlington owner 
since August 2023, Hazlett said she hopes “to have an 
impact on the community as a new resident” and bring 
that perspective to FCA’s work.  

She noted that while 
she is relatively new 
to Fairlington, she 
has been a resident of 
Arlington since 2011, 
most recently as a 
resident of Arlington 
Village.

In other action in 
its January virtual 
meeting, the board 
appointed former FCA 
Treasurer Ed Hilz as 
its representative to 

the Arlington Neighborhoods Advisory Committee, 
with new board member Scudder Wagg as its alternate 
representative.  

The Advisory Committee makes recommendations 
to the county board on the use of bond funds that are 
reserved for improvements in neighborhoods.  The 
installation last year of the sidewalk along Abingdon St. 
between 31st Rd. and 31st St. was a Fairlington project 
recommended by the Advisory Committee.

The board also designated its o�cers to be representa-
tives to the Arlington County Civic Federation and 
chose Fairlington Villages condo secretary Melanie 
Alvord as its representative to the Alexandria Federation 
of Civic Associations. Alvord lives in the Alexandria por-
tion of North Fairlington. 

FCA maintains membership in both organizations as a 
way of strengthening its participation in discussions of 
Arlington and Alexandria issues. 

—Guy Land

Young Fairlingtonians pitch in to help grounds committee

A group of young Fairlington residents volunteered their 
time to help the grounds committee remove a trouble-
some tree root from the front yard of a townhome on 
34th St. in South Fairlington. The boys, TC Burnside, 
Jack Logan Winter, and Matthew Mullins, put their 
young energy into their tools and made short work of 

the project. 

A hallmark of this community is the willingness of 
neighbors to eagerly help each other when in need, and 
these three boys rose to the occasion with excellence.

—Regina Bethencourt

Hazlett is a new owner in 
Fairlington and eager to serve 
her community on the FCA 
board. Photo courtesy of Sarah 
Hazlett.

Burnside, Winter, and Mullins get to work to remove a tree root. Photo courtesy of Teresa Cordova.
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T H E H O M E Y O U L O V E ?TTTTTTTTT HHHHHHHHH EEEEE HHHHHHHHH OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO MMMMMMMMM EEEEE YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO UUUUUUUUUUUUU LLLLLLLLL OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO VVVVVVVVVVVVV EEEEE ?????????????????
THINKING ABOUT SELLING

Kay Houghton & Associates can help make this difficult task simpler by giving every step of
your home-selling journey the attention and care it deserves (and then some). We have also

helped dozens of families transition from their Fairlington condos to nearby single-family
home communities, and we would love to help your family, too!

STEP-BY-
STEP

GUIDANCE
FREE

STAGING
PROFESSIONAL

PHOTOS

COMPLETE
REPAIR

MANAGEMENT

OFF-MARKET
OPPORTUNITY

TO SELL

ADDED
VALUE

EVERYWHERE

When you're ready to take the first step,
please contact us for a complimentary,

no-obligation consultation.

eXp Realty | (866) 825-7169 | 20130 Lakeview Center Plz Ste 400, Ashburn, VA 20147
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. If you are currently represented by another brokerage or firm, please disregard.

Your Fairlington Real Estate Experts
703-CALL-KAY (225-5529) • khassociates.com

It's hard saying goodbye to a home you love.
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A neighborhood’s best kept secret: your local library
Whether you are home with the kids on a holiday 
weekend, or looking for a way to escape the frosty 
weather, don’t forget to put your local library on your 
list of things to do this month.

The library is located at 4200 
Campbell Ave. in the heart 
of Shirlington. It is part of 
the Arlington Public Library 
System.

The library has a rich slate of 
activities for all ages on tap for 
February. These include Baby 
Lapsit Storytime for the smallest 
participants, Kids Club for kids 
from kindergarten through 5th 
grade, a Blacklight Art Party for 
teens and tween, and a docu-

mentary screening of I Am Not Your Negro.

For the Spanish speaking audience, or for those who 
would like to improve their Spanish, the library o�ers a 
children’s bilingual story hour every week on Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m.

If discovering new authors is your thing, two author 
talks you may want to tune in for are:

Wednesday, February 14 at 6 p.m.: 
Get to know Lisa Lin, author of 
“The Year of Cecily”, at a Zoom 
discussion of her book. Registration 
required at https://arlingtonva.lib-
cal.com/.

Sunday, February 18 at 10:30 a.m.: 
Meet Terry Catasús Jennings, 
author of the Definitely Dominguita
series, Pauli Murray and The Little 
House of Hope. There will be time at 
the end of the session to work on 

your own writing and meet other aspiring authors. 

Visit the Shirlington library website for more infor-
mation on events and to learn about their operat-
ing hours: https://library.arlingtonva.us/locations/
shirlington-branch-library/

—Regina Bethencourt

Terry Catasus 
Jennings.

The Year of Cecily 
by Lisa Lin.

MLK day of service attracts a crowd
Roughly two dozen people braved cold and snow to 
remove vines and other invasive plants from the bound-
ary fence at Abingdon Elementary School for the MLK 
Jr. Day of Service project. The January 15 event was 
jointly sponsored by FCA and the Abingdon PTA. Photos 
by Guy Land.

https://arlingtonva.libcal.com
https://arlingtonva.libcal.com
https://library.arlingtonva.us/locations/shirlington-branch-library
https://library.arlingtonva.us/locations/shirlington-branch-library
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Young artists show their creativity!
Paper helicopters, color binoculars, magnet car races, 
balancing butterflies, and cardboard construction 
captured the interest of hundreds of kids at Arlington 
County’s annual Paint, Build, Create! event at the Fair-
lington Community Center in January. Through hands-
on activities, the event introduces kids to a diverse 
collection of STEAM concepts. 

Photos by Guy Land.
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Fairlington Residents!!
Our heating and air conditioning 

company will service, 

repair or replace your heat 

pump, air conditioner, furnace, 

or water heater.

Like us on Facebook for helpful tips, and surprise discounts!

https://www.facebook.com/FrostysHeatingandCooling/

CALL NOW 703-671-9193   

www.frostysinc.com

Frosty’s Salutes Our Troops!!

Don’t forget to ask about our military discount!! 



 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM OUR FAMILY TO 

YOURS!  



 
921 N JACKSON ST ARLINGTON, VA 22201 

Service@allplumbing.com 
(P) 703-525-7973 

www.allplumbing.com 
 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA’S PLUMBING 
EXPERTS 

 
Whether you’re in need of an 
installation, repair or replacement — rest 
assured that the experienced team at 
All Plumbing, Inc. can handle the job! 
From complex water main replacement 
jobs to simple water heater repair, our 
trusted plumbers have the expertise and 
professionalism to handle any plumbing 
issue quickly and effectively.  

 

 

 

Many appliances in your home rely on 
steady, clean sources of water, and 
your plumbing system is interconnected 
in many ways. In addition, your home’s 
plumbing connection to the outside 
world must be in good condition as well. 
Sewer backups can spell disaster. 

 

 

 

PLUMBING SERVICES WE OFFER 

Backed by years of experience, All 
Plumbing, Inc is able to deliver a long list 
of residential plumbing services. You 
can depend on us for services involving: 

✓ Water Main Installation & Repair 
✓ Video Camera Inspection 
✓ Trenchless Pipe Replacement 
✓ Water Heater Installation & Repair 
✓ Gas Line Installation & Repair 
✓ Hydro-Jetting 
✓ Sewer Main Installation & Repair 
✓ Sump Pumps 
✓ Waterproofing 
✓ Clogged Drain Repair 
✓ Plumbing Fixture Repair & 

Replacement 
✓ Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling  

 

mailto:Service@allplumbing.com
http://www.allplumbing.com/
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/main-line-repair-and-replacement.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/camera-inspections.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/trenchless-technology.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/plumbing/water-heaters.php
https://www.allplumbing.com/sewer-and-water-main-line/hydro-jetting.php


SPECIALS & COUPONS 

 Take advantage of our seasonal 
specials! And remember, we offer a 10% 

military discount and senior citizens 
receive 10% off, every day! 

 

SAVE 10% 

Military personnel receive 10% off on 
any plumbing service (maximum of 

$500). 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon or 
discount. Only one coupon may be 

applied per transaction. Coupons must 
be surrendered at the time of service. 

 

SAVE $100 

Save $100 on hydro-jetting of main 
sewer line & video camera inspection. * 

*A before & after video camera 
inspection of the line will be done to 

verify that the line is clear. Hydro-jetting 
of main sewer line & video camera 

inspection must be completed together 
in order to receive a discount. Limit one 

per customer. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon or discount. Only 

one coupon may be applied per 
transaction. Coupons must be 

surrendered at the time of service. 

 

SAVE 10% 

First-time customers receive 10% off on 
any plumbing service (maximum of 

$500). 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon or 
discount. Only one coupon may be 

applied per transaction. Coupons must 
be surrendered at the time of service. 

 

SAVE 10% 

Senior citizens (65 and older) receive 
10% off on any plumbing service 

(maximum of $500). 

Limit one per customer. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon or 
discount. Only one coupon may be 

applied per transaction. Coupons must 
be surrendered at the time of service. 

 

**Available 24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week 
Emergency Service Available** 

 

921 N JACKSON ST ARLINGTON, VA 22201 
Service@allplumbing.com 

(P) 703-525-7973 
www.allplumbing.com 

 
 
 

mailto:Service@allplumbing.com
http://www.allplumbing.com/
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Doug Tallamy: From theory to practice
Last month we explored Doug Tallamy’s 
idea of native plant “corridors” as an 
extension of regional park land. These 
provide additional food and shelter for a 
greater diversity of animals.

Do these e�orts actually help? A few 
years ago, Lisa Schulte Moore won a 
MacArthur Genius Grant for Prairie 
Strips. In Iowa, these were planted in 
corn fields in between rows of corn. All 
were planted with native grasses and 
flowers from the prairie representing 10 
percent of the field. The results were less 
erosion, runo�, and greater pollination. 

Tallamy’s corridor idea reduces lawn 
by creating native landscapes where 
grass once grew. If more people did this, 
there would be corridors between parklands that would 
support greater biodiversity, connect our fragmented 
woodlands, and allow for species migration. The biggest 
problem, he admitted, is changing the public aesthetic 
from useless lawns to active natural areas: the home-
grown national park.

Does this work? To find out, I reached out to Nate Erwin, 
who studied under Tallamy and is now a “bugscpaping” 
landscaper.

Sue: I know that you studied under Doug when you were in 
college. How have his ideas changed from then to today? 

Nate: Dr. Tallamy is an outstanding insect behaviorist. 
His studies of insects and the natural world have evolved 
over time as happens with any good biologist. I think 
Rachel Carson’s statement about biologists sums up Tal-
lamy very nicely: 

There is one quality that characterizes all of us who deal 
with the sciences of the earth and its life—we are never 
bored. We can’t be. 

There is always something new to be investigated. 

Tallamy continues to learn more about the natural 

world with his research and advocacy 
for its preservation.

Sue: How long have you been creating 
bugscapes?

Nate: I’ve been having fun with see-
ing how many insects I can attract and 
maintain in my own gardens wherever 
I’ve lived since the 1980s. I really started 
getting serious about it when I bought 
my house in 1997 and could plant and 
experiment without worrying about 
landlords. In 2013 I became self-
employed, making “bugscaping” just a 
part of my business activities. Tallamy’s 
publications have helped fuel my busi-
ness. Today, it’s the bulk of my work.

Sue: As a scientist, what have you discovered after plant-
ing native plants?

Nate: It is so gratifying to see the insects and birds that 
start showing up after a planting becomes established as 
well as the clients’ excitement of observing these ani-
mals for the first time. Caterpillars feeding on plants, a 
variety of insects nectaring on flowers of trees, shrubs, 
and herbaceous plants, and birds feeding on berries and 
insects on the plants are just some of the interactions 
that people get to experience in their own backyards.

It’s only February, and usually the time that gardeners 
of all kinds begin looking at plant catalogs and think-
ing ahead to spring. Consider adding native plants to 
your patio and community gardens this year to create 
a corridor. Then join other Fairlington neighbors and 
register your plantings on the Homegrown National 
Park website.

Need some help? The Fairlington Gardening Commu-
nity Facebook page has lots of gardeners, your neigh-
bors, ready to lend a hand and answer questions. Email 
fortheloveofnature@googlegroups.com with comments.

—Sue Davis

Nature
For the love of

Native spring perennials planted 
along the King Street fence line in 
Fairlington Mews, Court 6. Photo 
by Sue Davis.
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Attic, Additions, Kitchen, 
Bathrooms, Skylights, Egress 

Windows

Entire Home Renovations 
Electrical, Plumbing, 

Waterproofing, Decks

Garage, Patios,                  
Painting, Flooring, Insulation, 

Windows &  Doors

Silva Construction for Home Remodeling

Design-Build Firm

CLASS A CONTRACTOR
www.silvaconstructiongroupinc.com

(703) 350-0180 / (703) 297-2854

One stop place for your convenience                   

                                         

                                      
   

       

                                                                               

Scan the QR code to check our new website and our process! 

Our Affiliations
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an arena for Capitals and Wizards games, along with a 
performing arts venue, Monumental corporate o�ces, a 
sports network studio, and a practice facility.

JBG Smith would own the property where the Potomac 
Yard stores (such as Target and Best Buy) are located. In 
a later phase, it would feature residential, retail, restau-
rant, and hotel businesses. It would be financed largely 
by private investment, though there would be Alexan-
dria financial participation for a potential school on 
the site. 

According to Landrum, the project will generate $12 
billion in positive economic impact for the Common-
wealth and the City of Alexandria after debt servicing, 
including $4.7 billion in new tax revenues.

Landrum noted that dedicated revenues from the arena 
and entertainment property would be used to pay o� 
the bonds. She said the agreement was structured in a 
way that the modeling indicates revenues will be twice 
what is needed to pay o� the bonds. The state and the 
city would be on the hook for bond payments only if 
revenues were o� the projection by more than 50 per-
cent. The costs would be split if there were a shortfall. 

A number of town hall questions raised transportation 
concerns. According to Ebbin, a major transportation 
study is being conducted by the state and is tentatively 
scheduled for release in January.

The proposal to move the Washington Capitals and 
Washington Wizards to Virginia promises to attract 
thousands of visitors to the area. Rendering courtesy of JBG 
Smith.

FCA from page 1 Potential transportation projects under consideration 
include a number of improvements along Route 1 
(such as the addition of turn lanes at multiple intersec-
tions), additional VRE/Amtrak connections, Potomac 
Yard Metro station mitigation, and improvements to 
the I-395 and Glebe Road interchange. Another option 
includes investment in real-time transit technology that 
can encourage fans to use public transit and carpool. 

Landrum suggested that the transportation improve-
ments would likely cost $200 million. 

Discussion of the proposal will be a major part of this 
year’s agenda for the General Assembly in Richmond. 
The legislative session began January 10 and will con-
clude in mid-March.

Ebbin noted that the proposal has drawn mixed reac-
tions from both fellow legislators and from his constitu-
ents. While saying she wants to get more information, 
Bennett-Parker said that if the vote were taken that 
night, she would oppose it. But she made clear that was 
not necessarily her final position.

Ebbin stressed that state financial support for Metro 
would be essential if the proposal were to get his sup-
port. Bennett-Parker agreed on the importance of Metro 
funding. “This project doesn’t work without the Metro 
and so [I’m] wanting to see a commitment from the state 
for how that will be funded,” she said. 

“Transportation is probably the number one quality 
of life concern that I’ve heard about from the residents 
who have written to me, and it’ll be really key to me in 
making my final decision,” Ebbin said.

Bennett-Parker likewise noted the impact on tra�c 
along Route 1 and in neighborhoods in the general 
area of the arena. She pointed out that she lives closer 
to the arena site than any other member of the General 
Assembly.

Residents also raised questions about the impact of the 
development on housing a�ordability and whether the 
project would have an impact on local taxes.

If the General Assembly does create the sports and 
entertainment authority, the focus will then shift to the 
City of Alexandria, which will oversee the normal local 
questions of design, massing, zoning, and safety.

Both legislators expressed a desire to know more about 
the details of the proposal and the underlying analysis, 
along with the results of the major transportation study.

—Guy Land



16 www.fca-fair l ington.org



ALL FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN •  FEBRUARY 2024 17

Winter is all but dull for 
Abingdon Elementary 

Winter isn’t slowing us down at 
Abingdon Elementary. Students 
kicked o� the second half of the 
year with a slew of new activities 
and events. This month, new after-
school enrichment classes will have 
students exploring printmaking, 
LEGO building, coding, double 
dutch; and more. 

Students from several grades have 
headed over to the Arlington Plan-
etarium (located at Washington-
Liberty High School) for out-of-this-
world learning adventures. The fun 
will continue into spring! 

Save the date! Winter 
wonderland skating & 
pizza spirit nights at 
Pentagon Row 2/15-2/16
The Abingdon Community is 
invited to join us at Pentagon Row 
Ice Rink on Thursday, February 15 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Ice skating is 
free for Abingdon students & sta�. 
Parents cost $5.00 to skate. Please 
email meregreene5@gmail.com 
with any questions. 

You are invited to kick o� the 
evening at Nighthawk Brewery and 
Pizza (next door to the rink) begin-
ning at 5 p.m. There will be a special 
area in the restaurant reserved for 
Abingdon beginning at 5 p.m. They 
will provide 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds to Abingdon both that night 

and Friday, February 16 when you 
use the word: CARDINAL! 

Coming soon: 
School book fair
This month, Abingdon students will 
flock to the school library to explore 
a world of new book titles. Parent 
volunteers will help our young-
est students create a “wish list” of 
books they’d like to purchase. If you 
want to help ensure all kids can par-
ticipate in the excitement, donate 
$5 toward books at the QR code 
below, or at https://abingdonpta.
memberhub.com.  

Faculty grants update
PTA has funded five faculty grants 
so far this year and is considering 
several additional applications right 
now. These grants provide furni-
ture, learning materials, books, 
recess equipment and more to ben-
efit Abingdon students and sta�. 

BINGO night brings big fun
Thank you to everyone who joined 
us for our first-ever PTA BINGO 
Night on January 19! Our loud and 
energetic crowd enjoyed games, 
food and prizes provided by several 
local business sponsors.

Community members support the MLK 
grounds cleanup. Photo courtesy of 
Maggie Bush.

Abingdon School Dates 
February 15—Winter 
Wonderland at Pentagon Row 

February 19—Presidents Day - 
NO SCHOOL

March 15—NO SCHOOL

March 25–29—SPRING BREAK

Did you know that Abingdon Elementary was a 
segregated school in its first years? Black students 

were not allowed to enroll; Black students living in South 
Arlington attended Drew Elementary. Abingdon remained 
segregated long after the Supreme Court’s 1954 ban on segregation 
in public schools, and Arlington’s 1959 integration of Stratford 
Junior High, because the apartment complexes that constituted 
Abingdon’s attendance zone were openly discriminatory. The 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 a�rmed that housing discrimination 
was illegal, which paved the way for the first three Black students 
to attend Abingdon in 1968. One of these students stated that 
her time at Abingdon was di�cult, but we know little else about 
Abingdon’s integration. Do you remember this time in Abingdon 
history? Share your memories with us at pta@abingdonpta.org. 

https://abingdonpta.memberhub.com
https://abingdonpta.memberhub.com
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Dr. Je� Borenstein      Dr. Steven Trauben

Are you ready 
to move towards  
a pain-free life?
Our comprehensive, integrative 

approach to chiropractic care with 
gentle adjustments, focused training, 

massage therapy, and integration 
of healthy lifestyle habits can be 

your pathway to pain-free living—
without drugs or surgery.  

Call today and schedule a 
complimentary consultation.

See why we are the highest 
reviewed practice in the Arlington/

Alexandria area with over 600 
reviews. Check us out.

F O R  O V E R  2 5  Y E A R S
Serving the Fairlington Community

Bradlee O�ce Building
(Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd
Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.578.1900
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Fairlington Window & Door

contact us today!
free estimates

friendly service
fantastic results

VA Class A License #2705169827

Kitchens 
Bathrooms
Basements

Attics
Painting

Recessed Lighting

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 15 years

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10%

Finally, a Fairlington snow day!
After a poor snow year in 2023, Fairlington kids are 
finally enjoying a day in January with enough snow 
to get a sled down the hill at the field behind Abing-
don school. Photos by Guy Land.
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UNLOCK THE POWER OF YOUR HOME

SUPERCHARGE YOUR HOME SALE! 

Q Complimentary Home Staging
saves you over 1% of the sale price

Q Seller Concierge Service
increase your home’s value with improvements paid at settlement

Q Expert Negotiating Skills
secures the best deal for your home sale

RE/MAX Distinctive | 710 W Broad St, Falls Church, VA 22046 | 703.821.1842

When you want a knowledgeable, 
trusted advisor by your side, 

I am here to help!

NICK MULLEN
REALTOR® | Licensed in VA 

nick@chrissyandlisa.com
703.397.6161

www.chrissyandlisa.com

703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★

ANGEL’S 
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Angel updated our kitchen with a tray ceiling, recessed 
lighting, back splash, and new tile � oor. He also patched, 
painted, reframed and generally spruced our place prior to 
sale in 2018. He does great work at a reasonable price and I 
highly recommend him.

“

” —Mary � omasson, 
Former Fairlington owner

► All-new kitchens
► All-new baths 
► Repairs of any sort
► Granite countertops & 

backsplashes
► Ceramic, granite & 

marble tiles 

► Painting
► Plumbing
► Hardwood fl oors
► Crown molding 
► Drywall
► Electrical work…
► And much more!

(703) 307-4022 |  angelvillanueva33@gmail.com |  angelskitchensandbath.com

Greetings! My name is Angel Villanueva, and I spent 22 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!
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Fairlington Diners
The Fairlington Diners generally gather monthly for 
relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good meal 
and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In Janu-
ary, we enjoyed a visit to Ramparts, our “home base” on 
burger night. 

Here’s what’s planned for February: 

Saturday, February 10, at 12 p.m., Duangrat’s Thai 
Restaurant, 5878 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041, 
(703) 820-5775, http://www.duangrats.com. Excellent 
Thai cuisine, including luncheon specials, even on Sat-
urdays; parking is on the side away from Bailey’s Cross-
roads when approaching on Rt. 7 from Fairlington. 

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 not later than 24 hours 
in advance if you plan to attend, and leave a voicemail 
if you don’t reach her—include your name and how to 
contact you the day of the event, in case plans change. 

If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in the 
previous month, send your email address to carol_dabbs 
at yahoo.com.

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group 
in February to discuss Ragtime, a 
novel by E.L. Doctorow. We will 
meet Tuesday, February 27, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Fairlington Commu-
nity Center, 3308 S. Sta�ord St.

“Ragtime changed our very concept 
of what a novel could be. An extraor-
dinary tapestry, Ragtime captures the 
spirit of America in the era between 
the turn of the century and the First 

World War.... And almost magically, the line between fan-
tasy and historical fact, between real and imaginary charac-
ters, disappears.” —Amazon.com

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins. No commitment required! Join us for our discus-
sion, even if you haven’t read the book.

Fairlington Moms’ Club
Are you a Fairlington Mom looking for more support, 
play opportunities for kids, or just a group of friends in 
the same period of life for some fun? The Fairlington 
Moms’ Club is the place for you. We o�er:

• Playgroups for di�erent age groups, accommodating 
all moms, no matter your schedule

• Family holiday-themed events
• Moms’ nights out
• Meal trains and support for when you need it most
• Our very own classifieds listserv and WhatsApp 

group

All moms welcome! Please email Fairlingtonmomsclub@
gmail.com for further information.

Second Saturday Crafternoon workshops
Each month this Arlington 
county program presents  a 
new, fun, free hands-on art 
project. This program is for all 
ages, however children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Drop 
in to the Fairlington Community 
Center Art Studio (room 130) any 
time between 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 11—Love is 
in the air, make a sweet valentine 
for your sweetie

Saturday, March 11—Make 
some attractive glass bead 
magnets.

neighborhoodnews

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

FEBRUARY
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Services
ORGANIZER. Downsizing, decluttering, 
liquidation and clearout services 
shednova.com 202-739-1119

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA o�ers:. Yoga, Meditation, 
Breathing Techniques, Infant/Children’s 
Massage, Reflexology, Reiki & more. 
Private session or create a class. www.
moorethanyoga.com. 703-671-2435.

IRS ENROLLED AGENT. with over 
35 years of experience can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and prior 
year income tax returns, and respond to 
IRS, state, and local tax letters. Please visit 
www.alexandria-tax-bookkeping.com 
for more information, or call Christine at 
(703) 407-7545 or email: christine.atb3@
gmail.com.

LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more. Contact 
Allegiance Property Management – info@
allegiancepm.com, 703-824-4704, or 
www.allegiancepm.com

Home 
Improvements

INTERIOR PAINTING AND 
WALLPAPER: CHELSEA PAINT 
& PAPER, INC. Licensed, bonded, 
and insured. 25 years of experience. 
References available. Small drywall/
plastering repairs. Wallpaper installation 
and removal. Small or large jobs. Steve 
Chute. 571-216-9338/703-912-1450.

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in bathrooms, basements and painting. 
Give us a call to set up an appointment 
for a free estimate at 703-499-2249 or visit 
our website at www.staplesremodeling.
com.

Mini-ads
JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS:. Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turnaround 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

IS THERE A FIRE HAZARD IN 
YOUR LAUNDRY ROOM? Dryer vent 
hoses in Fairlington homes need to be 
inspected regularly to ensure they are 
clear from accumulated lint, which 
can cause fire. Often, the whole system 
needs to be cleaned out, and in some 
cases, replaced entirely. Call Juan today 
for a free inspection 703-307-4022 or 
angelvillanueva33@gmail.com.

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Home and o�ce repair, 
rental maintenance, painting, drywall 
repair, pressure washing, minor 
electrical and plumbing, to do lists and 
more. Free estimates, fair pricing and 
friendly service. Since 2008. Fairlington 
references available. Tim Miles cell 443-
995-3825. Please, no texts. timmiles74@
gmail.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
26 years of experience, kitchen and bath 
granite countertop remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, drywall, handyman 
services. Class A license. Call Mario 703-
501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com 

HANDYMAN SERVICES. Carpentry, 
painting and drywall repairs, basic 
electrical and plumbing work. Clean, 
reliable, insured. Igor 703-944-8402

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703-314-1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

House Cleaning
MARYEN/RAUL HOUSE CLEANING. 
Reliable and experienced. Good 
references. Flexible scheduling. 
Reasonable rates. We are licensed, 
insured, and employees covered through 
Worker’s Comp. We bring our own 
equipment. Weekly, biweekly, monthly, 
occasionally, one-time, move in/out, 
o�ces. For free in-home estimate, call 
Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
a�ordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. 703-
820-1808. Visit our website at www.
michelesmaids.net

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, 
move in/out, windows and o�ces. Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned. Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol.com

Publication of advertisements in 
no way implies an endorsement by 
the FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 8th of the preceding month 
(February 8 for March issue).

• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association.”
• Pay via PayPal at fca.fairlington.ads@gmail.com.
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop o� at FCA drop box.

Email: fca.fairlington.ads@gmail.com
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Sta�ord St.
Cost: 75 cents per word.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, email address, and ad category (see 
Mini-ads for options). 

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at 

www.fca-fairlington.org.
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Could You
Foster a
Kitten
Like Me?

King Street Cats is looking for foster homes for moms and/or
kittens until they are ready for adoption.
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• King Street Cats provides all
veterinary care, and can provide
food, litter, and supplies

• You provide the spare room
and TLC

Contact us via e-mail for details
at contact@kingstreetcats.org

Could You
Foster a
Kitten
Like Me?

King Street Cats is looking for foster homes for moms and/or
kittens until they are ready for adoption.
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veterinary care, and can provide
food, litter, and supplies

• You provide the spare room
and TLC

Contact us via e-mail for details
at contact@kingstreetcats.org

Could You
Foster a
Kitten
Like Me?
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kittens until they are ready for adoption.
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Contact us via e-mail for details
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• King Street Cats provides all
veterinary care, and can provide
food, litter, and supplies

• You provide the spare room
and TLC

Contact us via e-mail for details
at contact@kingstreetcats.org

Could You
Foster a
Kitten
Like Me?

King Street Cats is looking for foster homes for moms and/or
kittens until they are ready for adoption.
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• King Street Cats provides all
veterinary care, and can provide
food, litter, and supplies

• You provide the spare room
and TLC

Contact us via e-mail for details
at contact@kingstreetcats.org

Valen�n
e’s

DayValen�n
e’s

Day

IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters. 

Former Fairlington resident with 
over 35 years of experience. 

Please call Christine at (703) 407-7545 
or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com

         or visit www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com  



Reach out to these experienced agents for real estate services in Fairlington and beyond! 
 
   Arlington Sales Office | 703.522.0500 | 4600 Cherry Hill Road, Arlington, VA 22207  

February 2024 

Joanne Ritchick 
571.215.3350 

Joanne@LNF.com 
 

Licensed in VA, DC, MD & PA 

 

Patricia Quinlin 
703.835.7312 

PatQ@LNF.com 
 

Licensed in VA 

Julie Flory  
703.585.7066 

Julie.Flory@LNF.com 
 

Licensed in VA 

4606 36th St S  
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/2BA *Edgewood Model 
 

RENTED! 
Rented for $2,500/month 

 

Listing Agent: Joanne Ritchick 

4824 29th St S #C2 
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/1BA *Berkeley Model* 
 

SOLD! 
Sold for $462,000 

 

 
 

Listing Agent: Julie Flory  

3047 S Buchanan St #A2 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/2BA  *Braddock Model* 
 

For Rent! 
Listed for $2,600/month 

 

 

Listing Agent: Julie Flory   

3017 S Columbus St #A1 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/2BA  *Monticello Model* 
 

For Rent! 
Listed for $3,000/month 

 

 

Listing Agent: Julie Flory   

1200 Crystal Dr #1511 
Arlington, VA 22202 

1BR/1BA 
 

For Rent! 
Listed for $2,250/month 

 

Listing Agent: Joanne Ritchick   

3820 Griffith Pl 
Alexandria, VA 22304 

5BR/3.5BA 
 

For Sale! 
Listed for $1,550,000 

 

Listing Agent: Joanne Ritchick   




