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Santa Claus is coming to Park Shirlington 
and Fairlington on December 14

The permanent closure 
of Fire Station 7 will 
not stop Santa and his 
fire-fighting elves from 
visiting Fairlington this 
year! Please give a warm 
welcome to the crew from 
Fire Station 9 (located at 
the top of Walter Reed 
hill) as they keep this 
wonderful community 
tradition going. 

This year, Santa and his 
firefighter elves will start 
the route at 3 pm at Park 
Shirlington apartments in 
the north side parking lot 
loop (closest to Abingdon 

Elementary school). They will then proceed along their route through Fair-
lington on both the north and south sides of the neighborhood from 3 pm 
to 5 pm, making stops along the way. 

With engine lights ablaze, the crew and their jolly friend plan to take their 
usual tour of Fairlington’s streets, stopping for Santa to greet fans at both 
the North Fairlington Community Center (3005 S. Abingdon St.), and the 
Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. Stafford St.). As always, if duty calls 
and Santa’s firefighter friends have to use their truck to help others in an 
emergency, their journey may be cut short. 

Please join your friends and neighbors to celebrate Santa and welcome the 
wonderful team from Fire Station 9! See Santa’s scheduled route through 
Fairlington on p. 19.

—Jennifer Davies

Santa Claus will be making his annual trip through 
Fairlington, this year hosted by Fire Station 9 based 
on Walter Reed Dr. Photo by Guy Land.

Last chance before the holidays!
Don’t miss your chance to have this commemora-
tive Fairlington ornament hanging on your tree 
this year! See page 25 for order details.

Santa’s route 
on page 19
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting December 11
Election: The annual election of officers and directors 
for the Fairlington Citizens Association will be held.

Regular board business: 

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,  
www.avatar-systems.com.

• �Approval of November  
minutes

• Unfinished business

• �Officer and  
committee reports

• New business

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
	 Officers	 Directors
	 Guy Land, President	 Sara Tuke Carr
	 Lindsay Willmann, Vice President	 Jennifer Davies
	 Ed Hilz, Treasurer	 Kent Duffy
	 Rebecca Sayres, Secretary	 Chris Weathers
		  Sam Wolbert

Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org

All Fairlington Bulletin
Published monthly by the FCA
Circulation: 3,449 households

Editor: Susan Renehan
Advertising Manager: Katarina Lesandric

Distribution Manager: Noemi Riveira

—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy.
Send material on disk with paper proof to: 

FCA • PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182
Email editorial announcements to: 

editor@fca-fairlington.org
Email commercial and mini ads to: 

admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Drop off location: Drop box in the Fairlington

Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
of the month preceding desired publication date. Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to the 

Advertising Manager at 571-403-1942.

Ad Size	 Height	 Width	 Rate
1/8 page	 2 3/16 in.	 3 5/8 in.	 $47
1/4 page	 4 5/8 in.	 3 5/8 in.	 $94
1/2 page	 4 5/8 in.	 7.5 in.	 $195
Full-Page	 9.5 in.	 7.5 in.	 $395
Back Cover (Full Page)	 9.5 in.	 7.5 in.	 $505
Full-Page Insert (1 Side)	 11 in.	 8.5 in.	 $525
Full-Page Insert (2 Sides)	 11 in.	 8.5 in.	 $570

Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by the FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ 
products or services. AFB reserves the right to refuse any ad-
vertisement based upon either content or artistic expression. 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
the FCA or its board members. AFB reserves the right to edit 
or refuse contributions. All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified.

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2019, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by More Vang.

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency)	 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency)	 703-558-2222
Animal Warden	 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages)	 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center	 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints	 703-228-7929
Miss Utility	 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline	 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library	 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline	 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints � Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
� 202-225-4376
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Poll position 

Contributors this month: Lynne Blasi, 
Sara Tuke Carr, Patty Clark, Jennifer Davies, 
Donna Felipe, Guy Land, Rachel Mallory, Susan 
Renehan, Bill Sullivan, Chris Weathers, Lindsay 
Willmann, and Michelle Woolley.

Some images in this publication may be  
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

This time of year Fairlington pulses with neighbor-
hood activities that provide a small-town feel to a 
community that is inside the beltway and just a few 

minutes from downtown DC. It’s quite remarkable. 

Last month’s food drive by Cub Scout Pack 350 had Scouts going 
throughout the neighborhood collecting a truck load of cereal, canned 
vegetables, soup, and pasta that Fairlingtonians had left at their doors.

The pack is sponsored by Fairlington United Methodist Men, a part of Fair-
lington United Methodist Church. Many of the Scouts live in Fairlington, 
and Fairlingtonian Rolf Blank has been the anchor of the group for years.

An informal group of neighborhood organizations joined with staff of 
Abingdon Elementary School in sponsoring a winter coat and Thanks-
giving meal drive to ensure that Abingdon’s neediest families, some of 
whom live nearby, are not cold or hungry during this season. 

Sponsors included FCA, the Fairlington MOMS Club, Girl Scout Troop 
4646, and their middle school counterparts, the Girl Scout Cadettes, 
most of whom live in Fairlington. Long-time resident Elizabeth Lyons 
coordinates the Scouts.

For both of these drives, it’s not just the leadership of Fairlington resi-
dents that make them successful; it’s also the generosity of all of you 
who support them. 

On December 14, Santa will again ride the fire truck through Fairling-
ton, an annual event that turns out scores of kids along the route. Spon-
sored by FCA, in collaboration with Fire Station 9 (the station that now 
serves Fairlington), this has become a neighborhood tradition. Even if 
you don’t have kids, I encourage you to check out how the street corners 
and front porches are dotted with children eagerly waiting to see Santa. 
Talk about a Norman Rockwell image!

Several of the condo associations sponsor their own holiday celebra-
tions, such as Fairlington Villages’ annual party for residents and the 
Mews’ festive caroling through their courtyards. These also enrich the 
neighborhood experience.

And, of course, when the weather isn’t too cold, over a weekend you will 
often find residents out in the early evening admiring their neighbors’ 
decorations—many of which are quite impressive. In some cases entire 
courtyards coordinate candles in the windows. 

Taken together, these activities testify to the spirit of community, volun-
teerism, and neighborliness that is the hallmark of Fairlington. Thank 
you for making this a great place to live.

Guy Land, FCA President, president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
Book Group
Tuesday, December 3, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fairlington Knits
Monday, December 9, 6:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, December 11, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Santa’s Firetruck ride
Saturday, December 14, 3–5 pm

Fairlington Diners
Thursday, December 19, 11:30 am
Auberge Chez Francois
332 Springvale Rd., Great Falls

Fairlington Knits
Monday, December 23, 6:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25
FCC Closed

New Year’s Day
Wednesday, January 1
FCC Closed

Girl Scout Cadette Troop 4594 sold 
baked goods at Abingdon Elementary 
on Election Day. The troop, comprised 
of seven girls in grades 6, 7, and 8, is 
raising money for an international trip 
they are planning. Photo by Guy Land.
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hello@khassociates.com www.khassociates.com

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529)EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite 100 Arlington, VA 22201 703-224-6000

Sold
for $10k over 

asking after 3 days 
on market! 

Are you planning a move in the new year? Give us a call at 703-CALL-KAY 
(225-5529) to learn more about our unique listing services. 

We also offer SPECIAL FAIRLINGTON LISTING RATES! 

Sold
for over 

asking after 7 days 
on market!  

Sold
for $20k over 

asking after 3 days 
on market!

Sold
for $10k over 

asking after 6 days 
on market!

Happy Hol idays! 
We feel truly blessed 

& thankful to have spent 
another year serving the 
Fairlington community. 

We’re proud to call many of 
you not only neighbors, 

but also friends!
We wish you all a joyous & safe 

holiday season! 
Kay, Chris, Yolanda, Doug, Kerry, & Brett



ALL FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN •  DECEMBER 2019 5

Developers share plans for Park Shirlington
On Wednesday, November 13, the FCA hosted a meet-
ing with Standard Communities and Foundation Hous-
ing, the owners of the Park Shirlington apartments, to 
learn about plans for significantly increasing density on 
the 15-acre Park Shirlington site. Park Shirlington is the 
garden-style apartment complex that sits on 31st St. S., 
at the top of the hill that goes down to Shirlington from 
Fairlington. 

Standard Communities and Foundation Housing, devel-
opers who specialize in preserving affordable housing, 
acquired the Park Shirlington property in 2017 with the 
assistance of a $6 million loan from the Arlington Hous-
ing Investment Fund.

Steve Kahn of Standard Communities and Andrew 
Agetstein from Foundation Housing, led the presenta-
tion, along with Chris Gordon from KGD Architecture, 
an Arlington-based architectural firm specializing in 
affordable housing. Also present were Melissa Danowski 
and Michael Cullen from Arlington’s Department of 
Community Planning, Housing and Development; Holly 
Bray, Chair of the Arlington Housing Commission; and a 
room of Fairlington residents. 

The developers’ stated goals for the project are to pre-
serve long-term affordable housing; retain current 
residents; create housing to suit diverse economic needs; 
enhance the community’s character; and create and 
expand green space. Kahn and Danowski both noted 
that earlier proposals for the site when it was under dif-

ferent ownership were not concerned with preserving 
affordable housing or whether residents were displaced.

Currently, Park Shirlington has 294 units, and the rede-
veloped site will retain 294 affordable rental units, while 
adding 423 units for sale, for a prospective total of 717 
units as the proposal is currently drafted. The affordable 
units are meant to be affordable for renters with incomes 
between 30% and 80% of Area Median Income.

The developers expect to submit a proposal to the 
county by the end of the year. The proposal will then go 
through the site plan review process, with a hoped-for 
approval late next year. The developers also do not yet 
have financing for the project. If all goes according to 
the developers’ current plan, the project will be com-
pleted four years from now.

The project will be done in two phases. During the first 
phase, units in the five buildings on the southern side of 
31st St. S. that abut I-395 will see significant renovations 
that will be carried out while residents remain in their 
units. A five- to seven-story apartment building will also 
be built along the hill that overlooks I-395. Because of 
the incline of the site, part of the building will be built 
into the hillside. 

Once that building is complete, residents on the north-
ern side of 31st St. will have the opportunity to move to 
the units on the southern side. The units on the south-
ern side will remain as rentals, and depending on the 
conditions of the government financing that is secured 
for the project, the rentals will have to remain affordable 
for 30 to 60 years or more. 

FCA Director Jennifer Davies speaks with Melissa Danowski 
and Michael Cullen from Arlington’s planning and housing 
department. Photos by Guy Land.

Chris Gordon, Steven Kahn, and Andrew Argetstein speak to 
the November meeting of the FCA.

Continued on page 21
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There are only two
days out of the year
when NOTHING
can be done...

YESTERDAY
 

AND 
 

TOMORROW

DON'T LET EITHER WIN.

NOT THE SAME OLD GYM.

 
(703) 824 - 0600

www.theenergyclub.com
2900 S. Quincy St., Arlington, VA 22206
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FCA OK’s new bus shelter on Buchanan
The FCA Board has 
endorsed Arlington Coun-
ty’s proposal to install 
a bus shelter and bench 
on the inbound side of 
S. Buchanan St. near the 
intersection with S. 30th 
St. FCA approval was 
required before the county 
would move forward with 
the project.

The county’s proposal 
came in response to a 
request from a North Fair-
lington resident who noted 
the number of people who 
use that bus stop. Although 
the request was simply for the installation of a bench, 
when county staff investigated it, they determined that 
the ridership at the stop justified a shelter.

According to Mark Mainardi, Senior Capital Project 
Manager with Arlington’s Transit Bureau, that stop has 
56.4 average daily boardings. The threshold for a bench 
is 10 or more daily boardings, while 40 or more board-
ings qualifies for a shelter.

All work will occur within the county right-of-way 

(between the sidewalk and 
the street), so there will be 
no impact on Fairlington 
Villages property. Both 
trees in the area of the 
improvement will remain. 
The Transit Bureau will 
work with the county 
arborist to ensure proper 
tree protection during the 
construction process. The 
proposed shelter matches 
the type and style of other 
bus stop shelters in the 
vicinity.

Plans call for moving the 
stop closer to the inter-

section and removing the existing concrete slab. To 
accommodate the shelter, that side of Buchanan will 
be narrowed at the intersection. County staff note that 
this will provide traffic calming and, as a safety measure, 
shorten the pedestrian crossing distance. 

Although the work schedule has not yet been deter-
mined, the project will be completed during this fiscal 
year.

—Guy Land

This graphic shows the design of the county’s proposed bus 
shelter on S. Buchanan. Image courtesy Arlington County.

FCA Board to be elected at annual meeting
On December 11 at 7 pm at the FCC (3308 S. Stafford 
St.), the FCA will hold its annual meeting, including 
elections to fill all nine positions on the 2020 Executive 
Board. The Board is comprised of nine members, includ-
ing four officers and five directors.

A term on the Executive Board lasts for one year, and all 
members are volunteers. Board candidates can be re-
elected for subsequent terms.

Current FCA Board members are Guy Land, Lindsay 
Willmann, Ed Hilz, Rebecca Sayres, Sara Tuke Carr, 
Jennifer Davies, Kent Duffy, Chris Weathers, and Sam 
Wolbert. Both Sara Tuke Carr and Lindsay Willmann 
are stepping down at the end of their current terms; the 
FCA thanks them for their service.

Representing all Fairlington residents, FCA is a great 
place to support our community. The board sponsors 
neighborhood activities including movie night, the 

Fourth of July parade, Santa Ride, and Home Renovation 
Expo. It also publishes this newsletter. 

FCA holds monthly meetings from 7 to 9 pm on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month. At the meeting, the board 
hosts speakers that cover issues affecting Fairlington, as 
well as the wider Arlington and Alexandria communities. 

Board members give input on board policies and actions, 
and serve one-year terms. Outside of meetings, the time 
commitment can be as great or as small as you prefer. 

If you, your spouse, or a neighbor is looking to get more 
involved in the community, email FCA Vice President 
Lindsay Willmann (vp@fca-fairlington.org) for details. 
The list of candidates will be published on the FCA 
website at least 10 days before the annual meeting on 
December 11. 

—Lindsay Willmann
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Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Arlington, Alexandria regulate micro-mobility devices
On November 16, the Arlington 
County Board adopted regulations 
for e-scooters and other shared 
micro-mobility devices that will 
allow their use on sidewalks (with 
limitations), trails, and bike lanes, 
unless specifically signed or marked 
otherwise. In operation and use 
requirements, the devices will be 
treated largely like bicycles. 

Devices will be required to have 
speedometers. Motorized scoot-
ers and skateboards will have a top 
speed of 15 miles per hour, and 
e-bicycles will have a top speed of 20 
miles per hour on streets and trails. 

When operating on public sidewalks, the top speed of all 
the devices is restricted to six miles per hour. The devices 
will not be allowed to operate on sidewalks where a 
protected bicycle lane is available and may be prohibited 
from other sidewalks at the Manager’s discretion.

“Arlington is all about transportation options,” Arling-
ton County Board Chair Christian Dorsey said. “Based 
on the evidence gathered during our pilot program, 

scooters and other micro-mobility 
devices are a viable transportation 
alternative for many.”

The City of Alexandria recently 
wrapped up a nine-month long 
shared mobility device pilot pro-
gram, to evaluate the safety and 
use of shared electric scooters and 
the overall performance of scooter 
companies in Alexandria. Following 
this Phase I pilot program, the city 
will vote on December 14 whether 
to proceed with the Phase II pilot 
program to further study and evalu-
ate the devices.

The Phase II pilot program as proposed has a number of 
changes including:

•	 Permitting scooters on sidewalks unless explicitly 
banned (same as bikes)

•	 Requiring a 15 mph speed limit on streets
•	 Limiting one rider per device
•	 Requirements for deployment/rebalancing devices in 

different neighborhoods

—Courtesy Arlington County, City of Alexandria

2020 elementary boundary process begins
On November 5, Arlington Public Schools 
(APS) released the latest information on 
the 2020 Elementary Boundary Process. 
Currently, Abingdon Elementary is not 
directly impacted; however, the overall 
boundary process will have a county-wide 
impact, and will include Abingdon. 

The first phase of the process looks at the current place-
ment of option schools within the county, as the new 
Reed Elementary will be opening up in North Arlington 
in September 2021. The opening of Reed Elementary will 
allow a shift of population to that school, opening up 
other seats at neighborhood schools. 

There are two current proposals that APS is exploring that 
would shift the locations of various schools to accom-
modate growth. The impacted schools in phase one 
include Key Elementary, McKinley Elementary, Arlington 
Traditional School (ATS), Carlin Springs, and Campbell 
Elementary School. APS has developed an informative 
infographic and video available at www.apsva.us/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/Infographic-for-
Elementary-Planning-003-1.pdf to explain 
the two proposals in detail.

APS will continue to seek feedback on 
the following dates: December 6: “Friday 

Facebook Live” at apsva.us/engage; December 9: 7 pm at 
Swanson Elementary there will be a “What We Heard” 
Community Meeting; December 9–18: Online Community 
Questionnaire will be available at www.apsva.us/engage; 
December 10: 6:30 pm at Central Library there will be a 
“What We Heard” Community Meeting; December 13: 
12–1 pm, “What We Heard” Online Webinar; December 
16: 7 pm at Kenmore Elementary, Spanish language: 
“What We Heard” Community Meeting.

The school board is expected to take action on these 
proposals on February 6, and new phases of the bound-
ary process will continue to be announced throughout 
the spring.

—Sara Tuke Carr

Arlington and Alexandria have taken 
steps to further regulate dockless mobil-
ity devices like this ebicycle, recently 
parked at the corner of 31st and Abing-
don Sts. Photo by Guy Land.

http://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Infographic-for-Elementary-Planning-003-1.pdf
http://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Infographic-for-Elementary-Planning-003-1.pdf
http://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Infographic-for-Elementary-Planning-003-1.pdf
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Put a "Different Approach" to Work for You

Trusted Advisor • Respected Peer • Proven Results

Jennifir Birtwhistle

703.835.1256  |  jennifirbirtwhistle@gmail.com  |  121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria

Realtor 
®

Proud Sponsor of Fairlington 5K

Wishing you a very  
happy and healthy  
holiday season!

Unit size # Sold Avg Days on Market Avg Sold Price

1br/1bth 12 8 $285,000

1br/2bth 22 8 $455,897

2 br/1+bth 20 6 $383,204

2br/2+bth 86 9 $494,645

3br/1+bth 7 14 $573,286

Fairlington 2019 Wrap Up

*Information gathered from BrightMLS as of 11/1/19.  Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 
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Fire station 7 to close permanently
After months of study 
and research, Arling-
ton county made the 
official pronounce-
ment that Fire Station 
7, located on S. Abing-
don St. in Fairlington, 
has been permanently 
closed. The county 
issued a press release 
announcing the deci-
sion on October 17.

County Manager Mark 
Schwartz made the 
final decision follow-
ing recommendations 
from both the county’s 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Services, 
which oversees design 

and construction of county facilities, and the Arlington 
County Fire Department. The station had been closed 
on a temporary basis since October, 2018.

“This was not an easy decision, because we know the 

community has had a special relationship with Fire Sta-
tion 7 and its personnel for more than half a century,” 
Schwartz said. “However, asking taxpayers to pay for 
rebuilding a station that doesn’t move us forward in 
meeting our community’s growing needs would not be 
fiscally responsible.”

The October FCA meeting featured presentations from 
both the Fire Chief and county staff to discuss fire and 
emergency service delivery in Fairlington and the struc-
tural condition of the existing station (see November 
AFB for details). Fire Chief David Povlitz had previously 
recommended that the station be closed. 

“The Fire Department takes our responsibility to the 
Arlington community very seriously,” Chief Povlitz said. 
“We’re confident that Fire Station 9 and nearby stations 
in Alexandria and Fairfax County will continue to pro-
vide thorough fire and emergency services coverage for 
Fairlington.”

Currently, staff from the Department of Environmental 
Services is developing a process for options to determine 
future uses of the site that will include engagement with 
the community, including the FCA.

—Courtesy Arlington County

Arlington County Fire Chief Da-
vid Povlitz spoke to the October 
meeting of the FCA. Photo by 
Guy Land.

World Champions

Young baseball players and Nats 
fans, Ryan Beck and brothers 
Matthew and Andrew Ladd, 
attended the World Series parade.

Arlington Little League President 
and Fairlington resident Adam 
Balutis cheers on the Nats. Photo 
courtesy Arlington Little League.

The World Series gave Nationals fans a chance 
to celebrate, and it gave Fairlington celebrities 
the Little Presidents a chance to show off their 
legendary Halloween costumes. Arlington Little 
League sponsored an outdoor viewing party at 
Barcroft during game two of the World Series 
for Nationals Fans. Fairlington’s Little Racing 
Presidents made a special guest appearance to get 
the crowd going. From L to R, Jose Segui, Andrew 
Ladd, Ryan Beck, Owen McGinnis, Beau Branch, 
and Matthew Ladd. Photos by Jennifer Davies.
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For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Coming Soon 
Clarendon in the Arbor

Nicely updated Clarendon 
for Rent coming soon in the 
Arbor in December. Tasteful 
light grey paint and pretty 
hardwood floors.  White 
Kitchen with Stainless Steel 
appliances. Energy Efficient 
windows and newer HVAC. 
Updated baths.  Assigned 
parking and convenient 
Arbor location. Private 
setting with green space out 
front. Don’t miss it!


3467  S. Wakefield Street  

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20 years! 
Top Producer 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

FOR THE LOVE OF HOME 

Considering a move? 

Having the right agent 

represent you is key. 

Call me today for a 

consultation. 
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The FCA is proud to announce that Sam Wolbert, FCA 
Board Member, is a recipient of the Arlington Leadership 
Center for Excellence’s 2019 40 Under 40 awards. The 
40 Under 40 awards honor forty trailblazers who have 
demonstrated exceptional leadership in their personal 
or professional spheres, and who are devoted to making 
positive change within the Arlington community.

Apart from his role on the FCA, Mr. Wolbert is also 
the President & CEO of the Animal Welfare League of 
Arlington (AWLA). Founded in 1944, AWLA provides 
animal adoption and community programs to the 
Northern Virginia and D.C. metropolitan area, as well 

Sam Wolbert is an FCA Director, the President and CEO of 
the Animal Welfare League of Arlington, and a Fairlington 
resident. Photo by Chelsea Jones.

as animal rescue and control services within Arlington 
County. 

Mr. Wolbert is a proud resident of Fairlington, where 
he’s lived since 2018. “It’s truly an honor to be selected 
as a 40 Under 40 honoree and to be recognized along-
side other local leaders,” Mr. Wolbert said. 

395 Express Lanes now open
The 395 Express Lanes officially opened on November 
17. The Express Lanes replaced the previous HOV Lanes; 
the biggest change is that the lanes are now monitored 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, instead of during 
peak hours. Anyone can use the lanes if they are willing 
to pay the toll, and to use the lanes for free you must be 
in an HOV-3 vehicle.

Another change that comes with the opening of the 395 
Express Lanes is that everyone using it is required to have 
an E-ZPass—even if your vehicle is HOV-3 (three or more 
people including the driver). To use the 395 Express Lanes 
for free when you are HOV-3, you need an E-ZPass Flex. 

You can swap your E-ZPass for a Flex or order a new one. 
For more information, visit ezpassva.com/EZPages/Get-
Flex.aspx.

Home Improvement Showcase 
coming in February 

The Fairlington Home Improvement Showcase is set to 
return for its fifth year running on February 15, 2020, at 
the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. 
The event will once again feature contractors who know 
the intricacies and quirks of our historic buildings and 
help unit owners improve their homes. 

The seminar format will highlight common strategies 
contractors use to create a brand-new kitchen, finish an 
attic, install new windows and doors, and brighten up 
a basement, just to name a few remodeling possibilities. 
There will be many opportunities to ask questions and 
learn about unique design options that can enhance the 
quality of living and value in Fairlington. 

More details, including the format, speakers, and sched-
ule, will be announced on Facebook and on the FCA 
website, http://www.fca-fairlington.org. 

—Chris Weathers

FCA Director named to Arlington’s 40 Under 40

Celebrate your milestone with the AFB
Do you want to honor someone celebrating a 
milestone who lives here in the neighborhood?

Would you like to recognize a special teacher, 
caregiver, or coach?

Do you want to congratulate your child’s 
teammates on a successful season?

The All Fairlington Bulletin has ad space 
available to interested residents in 
multiple sizes and a range of prices. 
Contact the Advertising Manager at 
admanager@fca-fairlington.org.

http://ezpassva.com/EZPages/Get-Flex.aspx
http://ezpassva.com/EZPages/Get-Flex.aspx
http://www.fca-fairlington.org
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 Messiah Sing-Along 

in Alexandria

Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 4pm
 Part 1 and Hallelujah Chorus

***YOU ARE THE CHORUS!****

FREE Admission and Parking
 

Featuring Guest Soloists 

Bring your own music, 
or purchase a Messiah score, $10

Fairlington United Methodist Church 
 3900 King St. Alexandria, VA

For more information visit: 
www.fairlingtonumc.org  
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Election Day brings 
incumbent victories

On Tuesday, November 5, Virginia held its general elec-
tion. Most of the offices on the ballot in Arlington and 
Alexandria were races in which the incumbents were 
running unopposed.

In the only contested race, two seats on the Arlington 
County Board were up for election. The incumbents, 
Katie Cristol and Christian Dorsey, both running on 
the Democratic ticket, were easily re-elected. They were 
running against two independent candidates, Audrey 
Clement and Arron O’Dell.

Fairlington voters chose the two Democratic candidates 
for Arlington County Board by a wide margin. The two 
Fairlington precincts had similar returns.

Precinct 12, “Fairlington” precinct, votes at the Fairling-
ton Community Center. Precinct 12 had voters choosing 
Katie Cristol (40.6%) and Christian Dorsey (38.4%) over 
candidates Audrey Clement (11.8%) and Arron O’Dell 
(6.8%).

Similarly, in Precinct 22, the “Abingdon” precinct, voters 
at Abingdon Elementary split along very similar lines: 
Cristol received 40.7% of the vote and Dorsey received 
37.2% of the vote, while Clement received 14.6% and 
O’Dell received 6.1%.

Other races on the ballot included members of the 
Senate of Virginia and the Virginia House of Delegates. 
Senator Adam Ebbin (D), Delegate Mark Levine (D), and 
Delegate Charniele Herring (D) were all re-elected with-
out opposition.

—Susan Renehan

FHS held historic materials 
education event

Historic preservationist and Fairlington resident Julie 
Butler spoke at an event sponsored by the Fairlington 
Historical Society (FHS) on November 7. Butler shared 
her knowledge of, and enthusiasm for, the slate, bricks, 
and mortar used in Fairlington buildings. She also 
brought samples of some of the large variety of roofing 
slates available to illustrate their distinctive features.

Approximately 20 
people attended the 
event. FHS saw the eve-
ning as an opportunity 
to introduce Ms. Butler 
to the community, and 
help Fairlington man-
agement and home-
owners understand 
the benefits of careful 
research and the use of 
appropriate materials 
and contractors in the 
maintenance and reno-
vation of our historic 
properties.

—Patty Clark

Election Day 2019 in Fairlington saw clear skies, voters, 
volunteers, and lots of campaign signs. Photo by Guy Land.

Julie Butler, a historic 
preservation expert, spoke at a 
November event sponsored by 
the FHS. Photo by Terry Placek.

Fairlington T-shirts est. 2019 

FCA’s new t-shirt would make the perfect Fairlington 
Christmas present. Please contact Katarina Lesandric to 
order yours today, fca.fairlington.ads@gmail.com. We 
accept payment by PayPal.
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BIZZ INSIDER

ABOUT US

"We had the best experience working with Logan, and I can't express my gratitude enough! We broke
and set new records for the Fairlington model we had. If you are in need of a real estate professional,

Logan Mason is my recommendation in the Northern Virginia area!"
- Dennis K. (Fairlington Mews Homeowner)

©2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchisees of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchisees are
independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of
HomeServices of America, Inc.® Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal
Housing Opportunity.  VA Lic #: 0225214731, DC Lic #: SP98378370
** Statistics are local market averages and not intended to be a guarantee of future results **

Wisley Greco & Associates | 7010 Little River Tnpk. #130, Annandale, VA 22003
Office: (703) 658-1600 | Cell: (703) 517-1394 | Email: WGALoganM@gmail.com

FRESH APPROACH
TO  SUCCESSFUL SALES 

We are a small, tight-knit team of full-time real estate professionals specializing in full service
Northern Virginia sales. With nearly 100 closings in 2018, we don't just LIST - we SELL.

TESTIMONIALS

Logan Mason | Wisley Greco & Associates

PLANNING & CONSULTING SERVICE & GUIDANCE MODERN MARKETING

We are here to set you up for
success and assist you every

step of the way - before, during
and well after your sale is closed.

With a team of experts and
service providers on speed dial,

worry is a thing of the past for our
clients.

We utilize new tech-based marketing
strategies that others don't, such as
GPS geofences which display your
listing to those driving by the area.

100.3%
Fairlington 30-day Average Sales

Price to List Price Ratio

8 days
Fairlington 30-day Average Days

on Market

Hablo Español | Find me on Facebook and Instagram! @LoganOfTheLand



Our heating and air 
conditioning company 
will service, repair or 
replace your heat  
pump, air conditioner, 
furnace, or water 
heater.

Fairlington Residents!!

Jump Into Savings!
Frosty’s Salutes  

Our Troops!!
Don’t forget to ask about  

our military discount.

CALL NOW  703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com

Don’t Forget About Your Seasonal Maintenance!!
It is time to schedule your Heating Check-Up. 
Frosty’s is here to help with your heating needs!

Offering Replacement 
Systems Starting at

$4995
Call Today and

ask about 
Frosty’s 

Signature Series!

https://www.frostysinc.com/specials



is your Indoor Air Quality 
causing problems?

Is your home too dry? 

Do you have dry, itching or flaking skin? 

Are your eyes or throat itchy?

Do you experience irritated nasal passages or nose 
bleeds?

Are you experiencing increased static electricity 
during the winter months?

Do you suffer from seasonal or year-round allergies? 

Or are you away a lot and wishing you could adjust 
the temperature in your home to either lower your 
electric bill, or make sure your home is warm and 
cozy when you get home?

Contact Frosty’s for help with all your indoor air quality 
needs. We provide solutions for a healthier and more 
pleasant home environment. 

Frosty’s 
Heating & Cooling, inc.

3013 Colvin Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com
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Fairlington Farmers Market  
hosts 5th birthday party 

Thanks to everyone who braved the cold and steady rain 
on October 20 to join the fun at the Fairlington Farmers 
Market birthday celebration. Regular shoppers, and even 
a few new ones, stopped by the market tent for cake and 
giveaways. Kids enjoyed food-related games and activi-
ties, and of course, birthday cake!

In appreciation of the 
residents who come 
to the market each 
week and support their 
businesses and farms, 
our wonderful vendors 
donated beautiful food 
baskets, pies, pasta, 
empanadas, fudge, 
coffee, produce, gift 
certificates, and coolers 
for our birthday raffle. 
Four lucky shoppers 
won delicious prizes! 

A big thank you to 
Ana’s Twist, Bonaparte-
Rustiq Bakery, Café 
Los Suenos, Faerie Springs Farm, Foggy Mountain Pasta, 
Hog Haven Farms, Kuhn Orchards, Mama’s Donut Bites, 
Pleitez Produce, Sandy Bottom Acres, Sexy Vegie, and 
Spring Valley Farm and Orchard for their generosity and 
commitment to our neighborhood market. 

The market will be back next May. 

—Lynne Blasi

The Fairlington Farmers Market closed on November 24 after 
another successful season. The market will resume in the 
spring. Photos by Guy Land.

County board renews farmers market
The Arlington County Board has renewed the permit 
for the Fairlington Farmers Market for another five 
years. There was no debate on the renewal, which was 
approved at the board’s October 19 meeting. The permit 
will be subject to an administrative review by county 
staff in three years.

The permit envisions no major changes in the operation 
of the market, which is located behind the Fairlington 
Community Center on S. Stafford St. The market is 
allowed to operate from April through November on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. 

The briefing material prepared by staff for the board’s 
consideration noted that there had been no complaints 
or other issues raised with county staff. FCA supported 
the permit renewal, calling it an asset to the community. 

In October the market celebrated its fifth year of opera-
tions. Field to Table, Inc. holds the permit to operate 
the market, while a group of Fairlington volunteers 
oversees market activities, including recruiting vendors, 
coordinating special events, and monitoring customer 
satisfaction.

The market is supported financially by FCA, Fairling-
ton Dental, Fairlington Presbyterian Church, and Kay 
Houghton & Associates. 

—Guy Land

Scouting for Food

On November 2 and November 9, more than 80 scouts 
from Pack 350 (Cub Scouts) and Troop 350 (Scouts BSA) 
participated with more than 60 parents to collect food from 
the North and South Fairlington, Claremont, and Douglas 
Park neighborhoods. It was a huge success, especially in 
Fairlington, where residents have been actively assisting 
Pack 350 for the past five years. Photo by Guy Land.
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Santa’s route through Fairlington
1.	 Arrive Park Shirlington north lot (closest to Abing-

don school) at 3 pm.

2.	 Depart around 3:15 pm; turn right onto S. 31st St.

3.	 Cross S. Abingdon St. and S. Buchanan St.

4.	 Right onto S. Columbus St. crossing S. 30th St. 

5.	 Right onto S. 29th St. crossing S. Buchanan St. 

6.	 Right onto S. Abingdon St. 

7.	 Stop at North Fairlington Community Center park-
ing lot (3005 S. Abingdon St.) for 15 minutes.

8.	 Left onto S. Abingdon St., cross bridge onto S. 34th 
St., and turn right on S. Wakefield St. 

9.	 Turn left onto S. 36th St., cross over S. Utah St. and 
S. Taylor St.

10.	Left onto S. Stafford St.

11.	At the traffic circle, turn left onto S. 34th St.

12.	Right onto S. Utah St., continue past S. 32nd Rd. 

13.	Right onto S. 32nd St. (passing Utah field and park).

14.	Right onto S. Stafford St., and continue to the Fair-
lington Community Center (FCC) parking lot for a 
15-minute stop (3308 S. Stafford St.) 

15.	Return to Fire Station.

Note: In case of inclement weather, Santa will not stop at Fairlington Villages Community Center. He will proceed 
along the route and make an indoor stop at the Fairlington Community Center gym to greet children and hand out 
candy canes. Please check Facebook and the website for updates the day of the event.

Holiday happenings in Shirlington
Village at Shirlington: Light up the 
Village, December 5, 6 pm to 8:30 pm
On December 5, the Village at Shirlington 
will be transformed into a winter wonder-
land featuring musical performances, horse 
and carriage rides, and activities for chil-
dren. The two blocks of Campbell Ave. in 
front of the Shirlington library are blocked 
to vehicular traffic so that pedestrians can 
wander up and down the streets, taking in 
the decorations and enjoying the sights.

Many of the restaurants in Shirlington 
offer specials on this evening and shops 
have extended hours and special events.

The main event is the annual tree light-
ing. This year, the tree lighting is hosted 
by Adam Tuss of NBC4. Santa is scheduled to make an 
appearance as well! There are lots of good viewing spots 
on the plaza in front of Shirlington library.

The event is scheduled from 6 pm to 8:30 pm; check the 
Village at Shirlington’s Facebook page for additional infor-
mation including what to do in case of inclement weather.

Dogma: pet photos with Santa, 
December 7–8, 6 pm to 8 pm
Visit Dogma Shirlington on December 7 
or December 8 from 6 pm to 8 pm to get 
your pet’s photo with Santa. For more 
information, visit Dogma’s website,  
www.dogmabakery.com/newsroom.

Hilton Garden Inn: Breakfast with 
Santa, Saturday, December 21, 8 am 
to 12 pm
The Hilton Garden Inn is sponsoring 
their 9th annual Breakfast with Santa and 
holiday food drive. The event includes a 
buffet breakfast and an opportunity to talk 
to Santa. You may take your own photo if 
you wish. 

There is no charge for the event but they do ask for 
donations of non-perishable food items to benefit the 
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC). Space is lim-
ited; to make a reservation call 703.820.0440 and ask for 
Musa or select sales.

—Susan Renehan

http://www.dogmabakery.com/newsroom
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Low inventory!! Seeing multiple bidding wars. List now!!
Contact me for a free estimate, advice on getting home ready for the market, and selling strategies!

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional, eXp Realty
703-963-4505 • Marlene.hall@gmail.com 

Licensed in Virginia and DC
20130 Lakeview Center Plaza Suite 400,

 Ashburn, VA 20147

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

What I offer:

I’m speechless. Did we really just  
buy a house?  You guys are making  
this easy for us. We appreciate all 

 the efforts!!

New buyer
(under  

contract after 
seeing 3 homes)

Five Star ratings on Zillow

Madison model 
ParkFairfax
1722 Preston Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 
22206

SOLD: COMING SOON
Coryell (Madison model) • Live December/ January 
2020 • Right by the Coryell pool!• Price TBD
Valley Dr (Madison model)-- Live January 2020  
Bay windows! • Price TBD

UNDER CONTRACT
7003 Stone Mill Pl, Alexandria, VA

Closed in five days
3300 Gunston Rd, Alexandria, VA 
Lincoln Model • 2BR/1BA, with 
patio • $1995

Closed in two weeks
2942 S. Columbus Rd, Arlington, 
VA 22206 • -Fairlington

Closed two rentals quickly in a slow rental market:
2815 S Columbus 
St, Arlington, VA
Clarendon II model 
Fairlington

I do not do dual agency!  I only represent you in a transaction and no one else!

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the Neighborhood on the Listing 
Broker’s Open • Open Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: UVA 
Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public Relations (Georgetown))   
Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (3rd Generation) • 3rd Generation NOVA Realtor 
Contractor List • Transaction Coordinator • Interior Designer Consult

★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★

ANGEL’S
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Angel updated our kitchen with a tray ceiling, recessed 
lighting, back splash, and new tile � oor. He also patched, 
painted, reframed and generally spruced our place prior to 
sale in 2018. He does great work at a reasonable price and I 
highly recommend him.

“

” —Mary � omasson, 
Former Fairlington owner

► All-new kitchens
► All-new baths 
► Repairs of any sort
► Granite countertops & 

backsplashes
► Ceramic, granite & 

marble tiles 

► Painting
► Plumbing
► Hardwood fl oors
► Crown molding 
► Drywall
► Electrical work…
► And much more!

(703) 307-4022 |  angelvillanueva33@gmail.com |  angelskitchensandbath.com 

Greetings! My name is Angel Villanueva, and I spent 18 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!



ALL FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN •  DECEMBER 2019 21

Shirlington. The FCA plans to host future meetings before 
the county decides whether or not to approve the project. 

The November 13 meeting was recorded and is avail-
able for viewing on FCA’s Facebook page, @FCAcivic. 
The slide presentation is also available on FCA’s website, 
www.fca-fairlington.org. The developers welcome com-
munity input and have already made adjustments to 
their draft proposal based on the October community 
meeting.

—Michelle Woolley

Phase two will see the demolition of the units on the 
northern side and the construction of “missing middle” 
housing that will provide “entry-level affordability” 
for homebuyers with incomes near the Area Median 
Income. The exact mix of units has not yet been deter-
mined, but will likely include studio, one- and two-bed-
room apartments, as well as townhomes. 

KGD Architecture has provided representational visuals 
of the planned development, but emphasized that no 
architectural style has been chosen yet, and the struc-
tures will look different in the final proposal submitted 
to the county. The new homes will not mimic Fairling-
ton’s distinctive style, but will be designed to comple-
ment it to give a sense of connection between the two 
communities. 

Other design goals include: enhancing the walkability 
of 31st St. between Fairlington and Shirlington, creat-
ing green common areas and playgrounds, as well as to 
be determined amenities and common spaces for rental 
on both sides of the development. The site will include 
street and underground parking. 

A traffic study has not yet been conducted, but is in the 
works, as is a new tree survey. The developers aim to 
maintain as many mature trees as possible, but an earlier 
survey showed that some were going to need to come 
down for health reasons. 

This meeting followed up on a presentation held at the 
County Trades Center in Shirlington in October and a 
November 12 meeting hosted by FCA for residents of Park 

Developers, continued from page 5

This map shows the plan for the redevelopment of Park Shirl-
ington. Image courtesy Pennant Housing Group.

An artist’s rendering of the site of the redevelopment of Park
Shirlington shows the future 31st St. Image courtesy Pennant
Housing Group.

FCA holds briefing for  
Park Shirlington residents

FCA Director Jennifer Davies welcomes Park Shirlington 
residents as Steven Kahn of Standard Communities and 
Andrew Argetstein of Foundation Housing prepare to 
brief residents. Photo by Guy Land.

http://www.fca-fairlington.org
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. I’m 
learning how to live and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Start with our Wellness 
Evaluation Offer.
($185 value for $49)
Our Wellness Evaluation includes 
a comprehensive health and fi tness 
assessment with body fat analysis, 
strength and fl exibility tests, digital 
x-rays, computerized postural analysis, 
spinal alignment screening and a 
report of doctor’s fi ndings.

Call 703.578.1900 to schedule 
your Wellness Evaluation.

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302 
www.kingstreetwellness.com
703-578-1900
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Halloween parade canceled; students celebrate in classrooms
Due to the forecast of rain and 
thunderstorms on Halloween this 
year, Abingdon’s Halloween parade 
was cancelled. This didn’t dampen 

enthusiasm for the holiday, how-
ever, as many students and teach-
ers wore costumes to school and 
celebrated in their classrooms. 

abingdonschool news

Fall festival a success
This year’s Fall Festival, which is 
organized by the Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA), was a success. 
In the gym, there was Halloween-
themed music playing for students 

to dance to, while the cafeteria 
boasted a number of games and 
treats for sale. Amber Mustafa, PTA 
co-president, said, “It was a success-
ful event with a great turnout. We 
hope everyone had fun dancing and 
playing games.” 

Students playing games in Abingdon’s 
cafeteria at the Fall Festival. Photos by 
Rachel Mallory.

Students dancing in Abingdon’s 
gymnasium at the Fall Festival. 

Halloween celebration inside 
Abingdon. Photo courtesy Abingdon 
Twitter feed @AbingdonGIFT.

4th grade teacher’s costumes for the 
Halloween celebration. Photo courtesy 
Sonjia Davis Twitter feed @davisESL_
STC.

Students in 3rd grade celebrating 
Halloween in their classroom. Photo 
courtesy Mrs. Nesbitt Twitter feed @
MrsNesbitt2.

Upcoming events at 
Abingdon
In December, the Abingdon 
PTA will be hosting a coat drive 
for students at the school. To 
help out, please donate new 
or like-new children’s coats at 
the front office during school 
hours. There will also be an 
Adopt-a-Family event to assist 
families in need; to help with 
this event, please donate 
grocery store gift cards at the 
school office. If you have ques-
tions, contact the PTA at abing-
donelementarypta@gmail.com. 

—Rachel Mallory

mailto:abingdonelementarypta%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:abingdonelementarypta%40gmail.com?subject=
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Opening  
Fall 2020!

G
P

11
06

19

Discover your capable,  
confident Montessori child.

At Guidepost, your child will enter a wonderful world of activities, tools, and learning materials, designed to captivate  

her interest and inspire her budding intelligence in remarkable ways. Early childhood is a brief moment in time when your child’s  

mind develops rapidly, and she establishes foundational character traits. Take advantage of this critical age!

Visit us online today to learn more about our programs. 
guidepostmontessori.com

West Alex 
3475 N. Beauregard Street, Suite 301 

Alexandria, VA 22311 
(866) 202-8593

GP-FB (19-1106).indd   1 11/7/19   9:36 AM
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Wakefield happenings
Wakefield senior reaches  
finals of national competition
Wakefield senior Ela Gokcigdem was a finalist in the 
National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship 
National Entrepreneurship Challenge. Gokcigdem cre-
ated ePearls (www.epearltech.com). EPearls are wireless 
noise cancelling earbuds that can be used as part of an 
active lifestyle. The earbuds are made out of recycled 
plastic and sell for $25. 

Gokcigdem donates to Conservation International with 
each ePearl purchase. She wanted to create wireless and 
affordable earbuds while also recognizing environmental 
impact. In addition to working with Arlington busi-
ness teachers and clubs, Gokcigdem attended multiple 
business camps and programs over the years including 
Harvard Business Academy, Babson College Summer 
Study for Entrepreneurship, and UC Berkeley Business 
and Entrepreneurship Conference. 

Upcoming Wakefield performances
The Wakefield Performing Arts Department presents 
multiple performances in December. Drama students per-
form She Kills Monsters on December 6–7 and December 
13–14. This is a comedy/fantasy play about Agnes Evans, 
who stumbles across her sister’s Dungeons and Dragons 
notebook. According to the script notes, the play is full 
of homicidal fairies, nasty ogres, and 90s pop culture. 

The music department concerts are on the following 
dates: Orchestra, December 10; Band, December 12; Gui-
tar, December 16; and Choral, December 17. All perfor-
mances are 7 pm in Wakefield auditorium. 

Wakefield musical groups routinely win Superior ratings. 
Any performance is a good example of the strength of 
Arlington Public Schools music instruction. Many of the 
students in Wakefield’s music department, especially in 
orchestra, are former Abingdon students.

—Donna Felipe

The Wakefield High School choir performs on December 17. 
Photo courtesy Wakefield.

Order your ornament online with 
PayPal before the holidays!  

The FCA and Fairlington Historical Society (FHS) are 
selling Fairlington brass-plated ornaments. The price 
for each ornament is $10. The FCA is accepting online 
PayPal orders to make it easier to purchase this must-
have Fairlington ornament. Place your order at www.
fca-fairlington.org, using PayPal or a major credit card. 
Then, pick up your order at the Fairlington Villages 
Management Office, 3001 S. Abingdon St., during 
operating hours. Ornaments will also be available 
for purchase at the next FCA meeting on Wednesday, 
December 11. If you have questions, please contact FCA 
Secretary Rebecca Sayres at rebecca@fca-fairlington.org.

Census 2020

Census workers answer questions at the Fairlington 
Farmers Market in advance of the 2020 U.S. Census. 
Photo by Guy Land.

http://www.epearltech.com
http://www.fca-fairlington.org
http://www.fca-fairlington.org
mailto:rebecca%40fca-fairlington.org?subject=
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In 
November, we visited a new Sardi’s in the Bailey’s Cross-
roads area, a new place for us. 

For December, we’ll have just one event, to allow space on 
our calendars for all of the other annual events we attend.

Thursday, December 19, 11:30 am, Auberge Chez Fran-
cois, 332 Springvale Rd., Great Falls, 703-759-3800, 
www.laubergechezfrancois.com. (No change from last 
month’s save the date announcement.) As a special treat 
to kick off the holiday season, we’ll enjoy lunch (either 
a la carte or the three course Prix Fixe lunch for $45, 
including a glass of wine, plus tax and gratuity) at this 
superb restaurant in a delightful setting.

Because we do need to confirm our reservation, please call 
Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, no later than 
6 pm on Wednesday, December 18. Do leave a voicemail 
if you don’t reach her --include your name and how to 
contact you the day of the event, in case plans change. 

If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in the 
previous month, send your email address to carol_dabbs 
at yahoo.com.

Book Group 
Join the Fairlington Book Group in early December to 
discuss The Age of Innocence, a novel by Edith Wharton. 
Winner of the 1921 Pulitzer Prize, it was the first Pulit-
zer awarded to a woman. We are meeting on Tuesday, 
December 3, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington Community 
Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. Because of the holidays, the 
group won’t meet again until late January.

Canasta Group Doubles the Fun
Our local Canasta group has multiplied the cards, the 
luck and the fun. We are now playing “Hand and Foot,” 
a Canasta-type card game played coast to coast. If play-
ing your hand was fun, there may be wild cards waiting 
in your foot! Join this local group, which plays Tuesday 
mornings at a church hall near Fairlington. Having card-

sense is helpful, but we’re happy to teach you the rules 
of this game. Call Carol Ann 703-931-8533.

Join us for  
Fairlington Knits and get crafty

Join Fairlington Knits! on Monday, December 9, and 
Monday, December 23 at the Fairlington Community 
Center from 6:30-8 pm for a knit/crochet meet-up. Bring 
what you’re working on, share what you know, and 
learn new skills. Meet new friends, some who might be 
neighbors, and enjoy an evening of making things with 
like-minded people. All levels of knitters and crocheters 
are welcome. The events are posted on the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society’s Facebook page. For more informa-
tion, contact: Turner at Turnerwork@aol.com.

Fairlington MOMS Club
The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© is a group 
for moms of young kids to find friends, get support, and 
have play opportunities for the kids. The Club partici-
pates in a number of annual service projects to help our 
community, four big annual parties, routine playdates 
and crafts, and moms’ nights out. We have a great list-
serv for sharing advice and connecting to other Fairling-
ton families. We welcome all moms! Please email fair-
lingtonmomsclub@gmail.com for information on joining 
and visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.com. 
$30 in annual dues goes to support the club’s work and 
service projects. The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairling-
ton VA is the local chapter of International MOMS Club®.

Photo by Turner Houston.
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IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters.  
 

Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience.  

   

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545 or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com         

www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com   

Your protection 

is personal. 








 

   

 
 

 

Auto. Home. Life. Business. 

 
 
 

 
Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review 
and approval. Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2016 Nationwide 
NPO-0194M1.2 (01/16) 

  
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Down to earth
patio gardening
With the growing season and calen-
dar almost eclipsed, let’s reflect on 
some gardening concepts (including 
those ideas that didn’t turn out so 
well) and simple changes you can 
make in your theme and design for 
2020. The next few months are the 
ideal time to organize your thoughts 
and research the many types of 
plants.

Vines: Many times, I’ve seen them 
consume the patio fence. It might 
be English ivy, wisteria, or even 
trumpetvine. 

Initially, each is attractive. Ivy pres-
ents a rich swath of dark green. Wiste-
ria offers lavender panicles of flowers 
from May through June. Trumpetvine 
displays orange bugles growing amid 
Kelly green, serrated foliage. 

Just know that most vines run wild. 
They never stay contained unless 
you keep a vigil with pruning shears 
in hand. So, if you do plant one of 
these specimens, take the time to 
keep them in their space so they 
don’t grow over the fence into your 
neighbor’s patio or begin to strangle 
the plants in your own beds.

Think about inserting a wooden or 
iron trellis in the soil. Secure it to a 
fence panel using strong string or a 
couple screws at the top along the 
edge of the trellis. To start, a vine 
will attach to the trellis and twine 
around the many sections.

Vines that aren’t so vigorous are 
clematis, Carolina jessamine, and 
star jasmine. Clematis has white, 
purple, or pink flowers in the shape 

of a star. Its leaves are one-inch long 
and the stems are pliable and break 
apart with a pinch. 

Carolina jessamine has yellow flow-
ers in the shape of a bugle. Its leaves 
are shiny and evergreen. This speci-
men needs shade. 

Star jasmine is another shade lover 
that bears white, fragrant flowers 
on an evergreen blanket. All these 
are easier to contain since they are 
herbaceous (meaning non-woody) in 
the stem.

Ground cover: It will cover the 
ground space if left alone. For some, 
the plant’s leaves, stems, and flowers 
are more appealing than mulch or 
soil. Left unobserved, these growers 
will attach to anything.

Lamium has a magenta summer 
flower and mushy leaves with a 
variegated-like frosting on top. Peri-
winkle is basically a shiny, evergreen 

carpet that will show off its lavender 
flowers in summer. Pachysandra 
grows about eight inches tall. It has 
scalloped-edged, lime-green leaves 
with white flowers in April and 
May. Ajuga has a paddle-shaped leaf 
that is shiny and either maroon or 
purple. Come March and April, true-
blue flowers appear above its foliage.

Shrubs: Be sure to read a plant’s 
habit (its mature size). Poor planning 
will yield a crowded mix of plants 
that elbow each other and fight for 
space. With this presentation, each 
specimen loses its effect, especially 
in a small Fairlington patio. 

Recently, I removed a euonymus that 
had grown five feet in height and 
two feet in width. It was attractive 
and healthy but on either side were 
mature dwarf nandinas. There was 
no space between this threesome 
until I dug up and removed the cen-
terpiece and replaced it with a young 
azalea “encore.” The new ensemble 
worked because of the variation in 
sizes and space that allowed maxi-
mum air circulation, sunlight, and 
irrigation in a rainstorm.

When ground cover and shrubs inter-
act, it’s not pretty. Never do you want 
ground cover growing up to and into 
a nearby shrub. Prune a circle around 
the shrub to expose the mulch, 
which will serve as a neat border to 
the ground cover’s onslaught. Doing 
so will provide more water for the 
shrub (since the two specimens no 
longer will compete for a drink).

—Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Patio garden hits and misses

Wisteria offers lavender flowers, but 
also requires maintenance. Photo by 
Guy Land.



30 www.fca-fair l ington.org

Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years. Convenient evening 
and weekend hours. 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents. Visit www.
cpa-coker.com for more information, 
directions. Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included. 
(703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA. offers: Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

IRS ENROLLED AGENT  can prepare 
your individual, business, amended 
and prior year income tax returns, and 
respond to IRS and state tax letters. 
Bookkeeping services also available. 
Flexible time and place appointments. 
Please visit www.alexandria-tax-
bookkeping.com for more information, 
or call Christine at (703) 407-7545 or 
email: christine.atb3@gmail.com. 

COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will troubleshot problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment. Jim (703) 820–8767.

Mini-ads
LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more. Contact 
Allegiance Property Management –info@
allegiancepm.com, 703-824-4704, or 
www.allegiancepm.com

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. Weeds 
growing wild? Shrubs in need of prun-
ing? Want new plantings and mulching? 
Thinking about a new flagstone patio? 
Reach Bill at Sullivan’s Landscaping. I’m 
in my 29th year serving the homeowners 
of Fairlington. I grew up here, still live 
nearby and will provide testimonials to 
my work. E-mail or call: Billsullivan41@
gmail.com or 571-213-9567. 

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

IS THERE A FIRE HAZARD IN 
YOUR LAUNDRY ROOM? Dryer vent 
hoses in Fairlington homes need to be 
inspected regularly to ensure they are 
clear from accumulated lint, which 
can cause fire. Often, the entire system 
needs to be cleaned out, and in some 
cases, replaced entirely. Call Juan today 
for a free inspection 703-307-4022 or 
angelvillanueva33@gmail.com.

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. Pro-
fessional, clean, neat, reliable. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. References available. 
Free estimates. Steve Chute. 571-216-
9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@aol.com.

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall. Class A license. Call Mario 703-
501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com

House Cleaning
FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Thanks to all our great customers, we 
have reached our 41st anniversary! We 
are family-owned and operated. For a 
free estimate call 703-820-8635 or text 
571-243-7263.

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.
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Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text 
703-629-1970.

MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, 
move in/out, windows and offices. Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned. Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol.com 

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services. homealonefelines@gmail.com; 
703-671-5504; www.hafr.org

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th of the 
preceding month (December 10 for January issue).

•	 Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association.” 
•	 Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop off at 

FCA drop box.
•	 Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA drop box.

Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 
22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 3308 
S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am–9 pm, M-F, 8 am–5 pm, Saturday; 
closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, email 
address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for options). 

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

ARLINGTON REALTY
Family Owned Since 1984 • Serving VA, MD & DC

703.836.2525
mypropertymgr@gmail.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Family Owned & Operated since 1984
701 23rd St. S, Arlington VA 22202

Detailed background checks • Tenants pay online • Monthly 
reports End of year statements • Yearly property inspections

Maintenance service • Move-in/move-out inspections 
Owner statements available online 24-7

Join the Fairlington conversation 
on Facebook at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society.

Fern Street Gourmet 

We carry more than 1000 different kinds 
of wines & champagnes, hundreds of 
different kinds of beers, cheeses, charcu-
teries, candies, chocolates, gourmet food, 
Virginia Hub’s Peanuts, baskets, gift 
bags, accessories and special orders. 
Free wine tastings over the weekend. 

1708 Fern Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 Next to Ramparts 
(703) 931-1234 

Open Mon - Sat 10am to 8pm and Sun 12pm to 5pm 

Bring this ad and get 10% off your entire purchase! 

Fairlington ornaments  
are available

Contact Rebecca Sayres at rebecca@fca-
fairlington.org.

Holiday happenings:  
save the date

December 5: Shirlington 
Light up the Village

December 14: Santa’s fire 
truck ride through Park 
Shirlington and Fairlington



Long & Foster Falls Church/Arlington Sales Office 

6299 Leesburg Pike 

 Falls Church, VA 22044 
             Office: 703-998-3111 or 703-534-9660 

Listed for Rent $2,200/month  
1949 N Calvert St #1 

Arlington, VA 22201 

2BR/2BA 

Faryal Rashid 703.981.2734 

Listed for Rent $2,100/month 
2994 S Columbus St #A2 

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA 

Pat Shannon 571.237.4767 

Listed for Rent $2,200/month 
4845 S 28th St S #B 

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR / 2BA  

Juliet Flory 703.599.3111 

Listed for Sale $597,500 
2929 Landover St 

Alexandria, VA 22305 

4BR/ 2BA  

Tom Ross 703.862.1626 

Listed for Sale $525,000   
817 S Glebe Rd 

Arlington, VA 22204 

3BR/1.5BA 

Pat Shannon 571.237.4767 

Listed for Sale  $659,000 
1101 S Arlington Ridge Rd #903 

Arlington, VA 22202 

2BR/2 .5BA  

Tom Ross 703.862.1626 

Dec. 2019 

Happy Holidays! 


