
Santa Claus is coming to  
town for his annual ride on  
the fire truck, December 12 

It’s that time of year again.

The time of year when stockings 
are hung by the chimney with 
care and hopes that Saint Nick 
soon will be here.

For Fairlington residents, that time 
arrives a bit early with the annual 
Santa ride through the neighbor-
hood aboard Arlington Fire Sta-
tion 7’s Engine 107 on Saturday, 
December 12 between 3 and 5 pm.

The Jolly Old Elf takes a break 
from his toy-making duties at the 
North Pole in order to wave to 
and visit with kids of all ages, 
with the help of Fairlington’s 
firefighter elves.

His red suit cleaned and pressed, his black boots shined, and his snow-white 
beard primped and readied by Mrs. Claus and North Pole stylists, Mr. Claus 
will board Engine 107 and make his way through Fairlington neighborhoods 
on both sides of the S. Abingdon Street bridge.

With Engine 107 lights flashing, Santa will weave methodically through 
several neighborhood streets after departing from Station 7. But if there is 
an emergency requiring Santa’s mode of transportation for the day and his 
helpful firefighter elves, the man some have called kindest ever to guide a 
team of reindeer understands that would be more important.

Right now, Santa’s schedule calls for him to climb down from Engine 107 
to greet his fans, young and old alike, at the North Fairlington Community 
Center and the Fairlington Community Center.

See Santa’s scheduled route through Fairlington on page 17. A map of the 
route is available on the FCA website (fca-fairlington.org).

—Bob Bradley
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Santa Claus greets his Fairlington fans
from his perch atop Engine 107 at last
year’s Santa ride. Photo by Guy Land.
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

December 9 preliminary agenda:
At the FCA annual meet-
ing, residents will vote for 
2016 FCA board officers and 

directors, enjoy light refresh-
ments, and have a chance to 
visit with neighbors.

Regular board business: 
• Approval of November 

minutes
• Officer reports

• Committee reports
• Unfinished business
• New business

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Global Thinking, Alexandria, VA,  
www.globalthinking.com.

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington.org

Board of Directors
 Officers Directors
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 Kent Duffy, Vice President Gretchen Fallon
 Carol Dabbs, Secretary Joe Hartman
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Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington.org
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USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
 202-225-4376
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president’s 
Message

A remarkable conversation occurred at the 
Fairlington Community Center earlier this fall when 
a joint work session between the county board, the 
school board, and a citizen advisory committee 

explored a framework for addressing Arlington’s emerging facility needs.

What’s the process by which we decide where to place new public 
facilities (or where to offer new or expanded services)? How do we set 
priorities? How do we ensure citizen participation in governance? 

Arlington’s 26 square miles make it the nation’s smallest county. 
Only 2.2 square miles are publicly owned, severely constraining, 
both physically and financially, the county’s options. Changing 
demographics, growing school enrollment, additional demands for 
services, and a weak commercial sector make the choices difficult. These 
choices were easy when school enrollments were declining and county 
revenues were increasing significantly. That’s not the case today.

A number of key county/school decisions are on the horizon—the 
location of a fire station in north Arlington, the need for a new elemen-
tary school in south Arlington by 2019 and a second one by 2022, the 
availability of affordable housing, and strategies for preserving green 
space. What is the process by which citizen engagement informs those 
decisions?

That process isn’t necessarily going to lead to consensus; on some 
things major differences will remain. But it should ensure that all points 
of view have been heard. And then, as one county board member 
commented, “We need to be able to explain our decisions to the public, 
to explain why other options weren’t chosen.”

Citizen engagement isn’t glamorous. It can be time consuming—just 
ask the Fairlingtonians who participated in multiple meetings on the 
expansion of Abingdon Elementary or the South Arlington Working 
Group that looked at locations for a new elementary school. But it is a 
hallmark of decision-making in Arlington. 

Why should Fairlington residents care? The parochial reason lies in the 
publicly owned properties that are in our neighborhood—the Fairlington 
Community Center, Abingdon Elementary School, Fire Station 7, and 
Utah Park. The demand for expanded facilities and services could affect 
those, and the process that the two boards are discussing now could be 
used down the road for changes affecting those facilities.

More importantly, Fairlingtonians should care because the conversation 
the boards are having speaks to the type of county Arlington is and how 
citizens participate in decision-making. That’s what sets us apart from 
our neighboring jurisdictions.

Guy Land, FCA President, president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar
Shirlington tree-lighting festival
December 1, 6 – 8:30 pm
The Village at Shirlington

FCA annual meeting
Wednesday, December 9, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Fairlington Diners
Friday, December 11, 6:30 pm
L’Auberge Chez Francois
332 Springvale Road
Great Falls

Fairlington Diners
Sunday, December 20, 6:30 pm
Ramparts
1700 Fern St.
Alexandria

Christmas/New Year break
Abingdon Elementary School
December 21, 2015 – January 3, 2016

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25

New Year’s Eve
Thursday, December 31

October tree walk  
on a sunny  

Halloween morning

Photo by Guy Land.
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ACPD: Fairlington is a safe, engaged community 
At the November FCA meet-
ing, Arlington police Captain 
Adrienne Quigley reassured 
residents that “Fairlington 
remains a safe neighbor-
hood—and compared to 
other parts of the county, 
very safe.” 

A 19-year veteran of the 
Arlington County Police 
Department, Captain Quig-
ley became commander of 
the 3rd District this year. 
Her past service includes 
patrol, the detective bureau, 
crime scene investigation, 
internal affairs, and, before 
her current appointment, tenure as acting Deputy Direc-
tor of the county’s Office of Emergency Management.

Quigley acknowledged the recent rash of Larceny from 
Auto (LFA) incidents here, and said, “That’s the way it’s 
always been—LFAs and stolen cars.” When Quigley was 
first on patrol here 19 years ago, those were the typi-
cal Fairlington crimes, and the trend continues today 
because the geography hasn’t changed. “You have so 
many major roadways near Fairlington and so many ways 
in and out of the community,” she noted. In addition, 
there are lots of nice cars, handily parked close together. 

Quigley drew a chuckle from the audience when she 
noted that it’s “so confusing to drive around here”—
which you might think would deter thieves bent on 

property crime. But they can 
make a left and a right, and 
find their way back to a main 
arterial road easily enough, 
apparently unfazed by Fair-
lington’s red-brick sameness.

What’s the single biggest 
deterrent to opportunistic 
thieves who view Fairlington 
as target-rich? Lock your car 
doors. It is common sense 
as well as perennial police 
advice, to which Quigley 
added: “Make sure you lock 
up. Make it a habit. If you 
have a key fob, check to 
ensure you hit the Lock but-

ton instead of Unlock. And remove anything of value 
from your car. Do it as a matter of routine. Do it every 
time you get out of the car.” 

Outreach to the 15 neighborhoods in her area of respon-
sibility is one of Quigley’s key goals for the 3rd District 
team. Fairlington, she noted, is an admirably engaged 
community—active on the civic association’s Facebook 
page, informed by the newsletter, and receptive to police 
messages about crime prevention and personal safety. 
“Open lines of communication” is the goal, said Quig-
ley. “We want to keep people informed.” Several audi-
ence members thanked Quigley for her responsiveness 
to residents’ inquiries and concerns.

Continued on page 21

ACPD Third District Commander Capt. Adrienne Quigley 
visits with FCA board members Jonathan Ansley, Carol 
Dabbs, and Mark Jones at the November FCA meeting. 
Photo by Guy Land.

Board candidates sought for annual meeting
The election of officers and board members will high-
light the annual meeting of the Fairlington Citizens 
Association on December 9. At press time there were 
several vacancies, so this is a great time to get involved 
in your civic association. All adult residents or owners 
are members of the association and are eligible to serve 
on the board. If you are interested in this opportunity 
to help our community, please contact Vice President 
Kent Duffy, vp@fca-fairlington.org. 

At the time the Bulletin went to press, the list of candi-
dates was as follows: President—Guy Land; Vice Presi-
dent—vacant; Treasurer—Ed Hilz; Secretary—vacant; 
Directors—Chris Weathers, Jonathan Ansley, Vernola 
Schlegel, and two vacancies. The FCA bylaws also 

permit nominations, including self-nominations, to be 
made from the floor during the annual meeting. 

An updated list of candidates will be posted on FCA’s 
website in early December. 

Additional activities at the annual meeting include 
a report from FCA President Guy Land on the major 
activities of 2015 and an update on the association’s 
finances from Treasurer Ed Hilz. 

The meeting will wrap up with a time for residents 
to enjoy special holiday refreshments and visit with 
neighbors and board members. 

—Guy Land
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SAWG recommends TJ site for new elementary school
Early last month, the South Arlington Working Group 
(SAWG), which was charged with selecting a site for a 
new elementary school, made its final recommendation 
to the Arlington School Board. The group overwhelm-
ingly agreed that a new 725-seat elementary school 
should be located alongside Thomas Jefferson Middle 
School. The group’s main considerations when choosing 
this site were the likelihood the school could be built by 
2019 and the site’s proximity to school boundaries cur-
rently experiencing the most crowding.

As part of its recommendation, the group also suggested 
that Patrick Henry Elementary School be moved to 
the new school and the Montessori program currently 
located at Drew Elementary School be moved to the old 
Patrick Henry. 

This reorganization would mostly maintain Patrick 
Henry’s current boundary with additional open seats, 
and it would open up hundreds of seats at Drew for 
students from other crowded boundaries. Patrick Henry 
was recently declared a National Blue Ribbon School, 
the only school in Northern Virginia to receive that 
honor, and the group believes its recommendation help 
school administrators continue to provide that level of 
educational excellence. 

The proposed reorganization would have no direct impact 
on Fairlington families who have students enrolled at 
Abingdon Elementary, but the shifting of boundaries 
could result in changes in Abingdon’s larger service area. 

During the group’s discussion of programmatic changes 
needed in south Arlington, it became clear that housing 
both Drew Model and the Montessori program in one 
building causes a range of administrative problems, and 
that the programs need to be separated.

SAWG also recommended that Arlington Public Schools 
(APS) plan a second new elementary school in south 
Arlington for the Pentagon City area, since Oakridge 
Elementary is predicted to experience more severe over-
crowding by 2024. The group recommended that APS 
consider further exploring a land deal with Vornado, 

owner of the River House complex, or placing a school 
at the Virginia Highlands Park/Aurora Hills Community 
Center site.

—Michelle Woolley

New Fairlington dog and cat 
clubs on Facebook

If you are a pet owner in Fair-
lington, you may want to join 
two new groups on Facebook: 
the Fairlington Dog Club and 
Fairlington Cat Club. Both 
were created by residents as 
off-shoots of the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society, a com-
munity group designed to dis-
cuss neighborhood issues and 
get updates from the FCA. 

Residents are using these new online forums to post 
fun pictures of their pets, announce lost/found pets, let 
people know about problems like off-leash dog inci-
dents, and more.

If you are a pet owner and would like to get plugged 
into these new communities, search for the groups on 
Facebook and send a request to join. 

—Christine Chirichella

The South Arlington Working Group acknowledges 
and thanks the Fairlington participants. The 
Fairlington Citizens Association was represented by 
Michelle Woolley, with Guy Land as the alternate, 
and the Abingdon PTA was represented by Jennifer 
Davies with Jeni Hornbeck as the alternate (both are 
Fairlington residents). 

Photo by Gretchen Fallon.

Remodeling Expo is  
planned for the spring 

Watch this space for news about a Remodeling Expo 
that FCA is currently planning for Spring 2016. The 
expo will be held at the Fairlington Community Center, 
where the large meeting room will have vendor tables 
and displays, and in the classrooms there will be break-
out sessions on specific topics of interest to Fairlington 
residents. Free to all residents. 

On hand will be contractor/vendors who are famil-
iar with the quirks of Fairlington construction. Think 
doors, floors, windows, kitchens, bathrooms, attics, and 
basements. Attend a seminar, for example, on choices 
for bathroom surfaces and fixtures; browse the vendor 
tables for detailed information; and discuss your indi-
vidual renovation needs with a contractor.
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SIMPLY PRESENT YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT AT THE CLUB TODAY AND SHARE THE SECOND WITH A FRIEND!

Who doesn’t want to feel better? Give your friends and 

family members health and happiness that can last a lifetime. 

Give yourself the gift too. Go ahead, give the Best. Gift. EVER! :)

This Holiday Season ...

JANUARY is FREE
 for you and a friend, when you join in December!

Some restrictions apply. *Presentation and tour with membership 
advisor required. Must be 21 years or older, local resident and
first-time guest. ID required. Offer valid to non-members only. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Shirlington Village
2900 S. Quincy Street, 

Arlington, VA 22206

www.theenergyclub.com 
703-824-0600

YOUR FRIEND
JOINS IN DECEMBER AND RECEIVES 
JANUARY FREE! Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

BRING THIS COUPON TO THE CLUB OR CALL 703-824-0600.
OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2015

YOU 
JOIN IN DECEMBER AND RECEIVE 

JANUARY FREE!
Some restrictions apply. *Presentation and tour with membership 

advisor required. Must be 21 years or older, local resident and
first-time guest. ID required. Offer valid to non-members only. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Shirlington Village
2900 S. Quincy Street, 

Arlington, VA 22206

www.theenergyclub.com 
703-824-0600

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

BRING THIS COUPON TO THE CLUB OR CALL 703-824-0600.
OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2015

www.theenergyclub.com

Best.
Gift.
EVER...

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

Shirlington Village 
2900 S. Quincy Street, Arlington, VA

703-824-0600 • www.theenergyclub.com 

CA46487_BestGiftEver_AD.indd   1 11-10-15   12:51 PM
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 Alexandria City Council approves major  
development at King and Beauregard Streets

The Alexandria 
City Council has 
approved plans for 
a major mixed-use 
development (“Alex-
andria Gateway”) at 
King and Beauregard 
Streets. The five-acre 
parcel includes the 
currently vacant lot 
at 4600 King Street—
site of the former Jef-
ferson Hospital—and 
the small strip shopping center directly on the corner of 
the intersection. The FCA Board supported the proposed 
development.

Plans call for two apartment buildings, both of which will 
have ground floor retail, and an office building that also 
will have ground floor retail. Parking for the three build-
ings will be provided in a two-level underground garage. 
All three will be LEED-certified (or equivalent) buildings.

Anchoring the development will be a large (73,000 
square feet) Harris Teeter grocery store on the ground 
floor of a seven-story apartment building. The grocery 
store will front King Street. The remaining six floors will 
contain 278 market rate apartments. The developer of 
the property has reduced the density of the apartment 
building from the 14 stories that were proposed last year. 

A curved building on the corner of Beauregard and King 
will serve as a visible gateway structure for the entrance 
to Alexandria. The building will include residential, 
retail, and office uses. There will be 74 residential units, 
all of which will be affordable housing units. The 
ground floor will feature retail offerings.

The third building, a seven-story office building, will front 
Beauregard and will contain a small amount of ground 
floor retail, with the remainder of the building for offices, 
capped by a roof-top terrace for the office workers. The 
main entrance to the property will be off of Beauregard.

The interior space will feature a private road with street 
trees and special sidewalk paving, a central pedestrian 
plaza with public art, and on-street short-term parking.

The developer has committed funds for a future bike 
share station and space for a future stop on the Bus 
Rapid Transit line that is being developed along Beau-
regard to Mark Center. The site is being planned as a 

transit-oriented 
development.

In recommend-
ing approval of the 
proposal, city staff 
noted that it would 
bring life to a largely 
vacant and declining 
site at a prominent 
entrance to Alex-
andria, contain a 
significant number 

of affordable housing units, provide new retail space, 
and offer a pedestrian plaza with public art.

As part of the project, the developer will pay for part of 
the costs of improving the King and Beauregard intersec-
tion. That project will see the widening of King Street, 
the installation of wider sidewalks along both streets, 
the creation of a median along Beauregard, and the 
undergrounding of utilities.

Briefing the Fairlington community in September, devel-
oper Danny Abramson said that demolition at the site 
could begin in the fall of 2016. Construction would take 
25 or 26 months. 

—Guy Land

Study looks at  
Route 7 transit options

High capacity transit could be operating along Route 7 
from Alexandria to Tysons by 2025 under plans being 
studied by the North Virginia Transportation Commis-
sion (NVTC). 

The principal options under review are Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) and Light Rail Transit (LRT). There are two styles of 
BRT—mixed-flow traffic, in which bus vehicles operate 
with automobiles in an existing lane; and dedicated lanes, 
where the bus lanes are separated from automobile traffic. 
LRT operates on steel tracks with dedicated rights of way.

One end of the transit system would be the Spring Hill 
Metro station in Tysons, but there are three possibili-
ties for the Alexandria terminus—the King Street Metro 
station, the Van Dorn Metro station, and Mark Center. 

Continued on page 21

Artist’s rendering of the Gateway development at the intersection of King and 
Beauregard Streets. Drawing courtesy of Abramson Properties.
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Abingdon students design the school of the future
Kids enjoy recess on a 
green roof. Bridges con-
nect two halves of the 
school, which come 
together at a central 
playground. Natural light 
floods every classroom and 
students have plenty of 
places to learn outdoors. 
These are just a few ideas 
for the school of the future 
that fifth grade students 
in Mary Ohmer’s class 
at Abingdon have devel-
oped, under the guidance 
of architecture teacher 
(and Fairlington resident) David McDavitt and architect 
Andrea Swiatocha.

Swiatocha and several of her colleagues from Hord 
Coplan Macht (HCM) are busy finalizing the plans for 
Abingdon’s major renovation, scheduled to begin con-
struction next summer. But this fall and winter Swiatocha 
and her team are also spending time working with stu-
dents to help them create blueprints for the school of the 
future for the national SchoolsNEXT Design Competition, 
sponsored by the Association for Learning Environments.

“As a firm we volunteer in multiple ways,” explained 
Swiatocha, working in schools throughout the region. 
This partnership with Abingdon, however, is unique 
because HCM is designing Abingdon’s new building 
and students will be living through the renovation, and 
because Abingdon already has an architecture program. 
“Since Abingdon students have already taken architec-
ture, they have a really great background, so we can 
cover a lot more.”

While McDavitt has been 
teaching architecture for 
a dozen years already, he 
appreciates this opportu-
nity to expose his stu-
dents to the vocational 
side of architecture, 
including how geometry, 
physics, technology, and 
environmental sustain-
ability are used in the 
profession, expanding on 
the social studies, mathe-
matics, and history lenses 

he typically uses. And, he 
added, “Most of the archi-
tects who are working with 
our students are women, 
so it’s inspiring for our girls 
to see these impressive 
women who are working 
in this field.”

The competition is open 
to fifth through eighth 
graders nationwide. Six 
groups of four students 
each are working on 
designs. Only one of those 
designs will be submitted 

to the local competition, and, if it’s successful, it will 
advance to regional and national judging levels. All of 
the Abingdon creations will be exhibited at Abingdon 
sometime in the winter or spring. 

The project has inspired students to go the extra mile, 
explained McDavitt. “Kids are very motivated—most of 
them are doing work outside the classroom that’s not 
even required. They’ve asked if they can take their field 
notebooks home. They go home and sketch ideas and 
come back and share them. Kids are emailing each other 
about their ideas.”

Students are looking at “how a school of their own 
design would function and what it would be made of, 
with a strong emphasis on sustainability,” explained Swi-
atocha. “We’ve given them the parameters of the Abing-
don school site—they can build within the property 
lines of the school.” Students have walked the property 
with their architect mentors, looking at the steep grade, 
wooded back, vegetation, and other existing elements 
of the site to understand how to incorporate them into 
their designs for futuristic schools. “This is a great oppor-
tunity for creative problem solving,” said McDavitt.

Final entries into the competition may be traditional 
scale models, but students are also encouraged to use 
3D design software Google SketchUp, which is the same 
software that Swiatocha and her team at HCM use. 
Using Google SketchUp, students can create videos of 
their designs so viewers can see them from a variety of 
different perspectives. 

Although HCM is already further along in the design 
process of the Abingdon renovation than the students 

Continued on page 21

Architects from Hord Coplan Macht prepare 5th graders, above 
and below left, for design competition. Photos by David McDavitt.
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Jim Talbert 
VA/ DC Realtor 
Cartus Network Affinity Specialist 
m.703.399.4132 
f. facebook.com/JimTalbertGroup 
e. jimtalbert@c21redwood.com 
t. twitter.com/JimTalbert 

Results don’t just happen!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
CENTURY 21 REDWOOD REALTY.
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Fairlington’s votes follow county patterns
Fairlington voters mirrored county-wide 
voting patterns in last month’s hotly 
contested race for the Arlington County 
Board, with Democrats Christian Dorsey 
and Katie Cristol comfortably leading in 
the two precincts that serve Fairlington.

Countywide, Dorsey received roughly 36 
percent of the vote, while Cristol took 
34 percent. Independent candidate Mike 
McMenamin garnered 19 percent, and 
former Green Party candidate Audrey 
Clement (who ran this year as an Inde-
pendent) drew 10 percent. Total turnout 
across the county was 27 percent.

Fairlington voters cast ballots at two pre-
cincts. North Fairlington residents vote 
at Abingdon Elementary School in the Abingdon pre-
cinct, which also includes parts of Courtbridge and The 
Arlington Condominium. South Fairlington residents 
vote in the Fairlington precinct, at the Fairlington Com-

munity Center.

In the Fairlington precinct, Cristol and 
Dorsey both received right at 37 percent 
of the vote, with McMenamin getting 16 
percent and Clement receiving a little 
less than 10 percent. In the Abingdon 
precinct, Cristol led with 35 percent, fol-
lowed by Dorsey with 33 percent. McMe-
namin got 18 percent, while Clement did 
better than she did countywide, receiv-
ing over 13 percent of the vote.

According to General Registrar Linda 
Lindberg, “Arlington’s election went 
very smoothly. We have great poll work-
ers who facilitated voting for our resi-
dents. We had just a few minor issues as 

both poll workers and voters get used to our new paper-
based voting system, but we’ll work these out.” 

—Guy Land

Fairlington neighbors prepare to 
vote on November 3. Photo by 
Gretchen Fallon. 

Your recent article on thefts from unlocked autos 
(November 2015 Bulletin) made the suggestion that to 
thwart such crime, “Turn on porch lights, front and 
back.” Such advice fails to hold under logical analysis. 
Our autos are generally parked in front of our town-
house units, not in back. How does a lit back porch 
light have any effect on a thief eying autos parked in 
front?

Someone suggested that back lights deter thieves from 
hiding behind our units. I propose that lighting up 
back areas only offers an alternative, lit escape route if 
the thief feels he has been spotted, making him more 
difficult to catch. The thief would not run through an 
unlit back area with which he is unfamiliar, so it may be 
wiser to leave the back light off.

Next, how does turning on a front porch light protect 
your auto? Our parking courts are already lit by [car-
riage] lights. Our townhouses are generally set back 
from the parking area, so a front porch light adds little 
additional illumination—which may only make it easier 
for the thief to survey your auto’s contents.

So why do public officials suggest turning on porch 
lights? May I suggest that they are offering a placebo, 
an action that makes you feel good.

Residents think, “I am fighting crime by turning on 
an outside light” even if the light has no or negative 
impact. I propose that officials provide an explana-
tion of how a suggested light affects crime. [Without a 
reasonable explanation], I say leave it off and slightly 
reduce your carbon footprint. 

Victor J. Slabinski 
Fairlington

Response from ACPD

Third District commander Captain Adrienne Quigley 
responded: “Criminals often look for the cover of dark-
ness to commit crimes, and they often shy away from 
well-lit areas, which is why ACPD generally recom-
mends having good exterior lighting.” 

Letter to the Editor

The All Fairlington Bulletin welcomes letters to the 
editor and will print them as space permits. However, 
the opinions expressed are those of the writers and do 
not represent endorsement by this publication or the 
FCA. In addition, the AFB reserves the right to edit 
letters for length or clarity, and the AFB may refuse to 
print letters that are not appropriate for a community 
newsletter.
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A Different Approach... Working for YOU!

THINKING ABOUT MAKING A MOVE?
CONTACT ME TODAY!

703.835.1256

Jennifir Birtwhistle
A Different Approach
Licensed in VA and DC
703.835.1256
jennifirbirtwhistle@gmail.com
www.JennifirSellsHomes.com

UNDER CONTRACT 
1733 Preston Road  - Parkfairfax

SOLD  
4673 Longstreet Lane, #204 - Manors at Stonegate

SOLD 
3069 S Abingdon Street  - Fairlington Villages

SOLD 
3754 Keller Avenue - Fairlington Towne

ACTIVE  
1768 Potomac Greens Drive - NOW $815,000

Proud Sponsor of Fairlington Farmers’ Market & 5K
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Christmas at Saint Clement 
1701 N. Quaker Lane Alexandria 

703 998-6166 
 
 

Buy your Christmas tree here 
Fridays thru Sundays, while supply lasts 
 
Christmas Bazaar 
December 5, 10:00-4:00 
Kids books & toys, jewelry, housewares, 
rubs & marinades, after shave and 
more! 
 
Cookies & Cocoa with Santa  
December 6, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 
https://stclementsanta2015.eventbrite.com 

Christmas Eve  
Thursday, December 24 

 
5:00 p.m.  Children’s Pageant &  
                   Holy Eucharist 
10:00 p.m.  Carols and music program 
10:30 p.m. Festival Christmas  
                    Holy Eucharist  
                    Reception following service 
          

No services on Christmas Day 
 

 




























Bring your own Messiah score or purchase a G. Schirmer edition - $9.00 at the door    
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CONTACT KAY TODAY:
PHONE: 202-904-8128

EMAIL: KAY@KAYHOUGHTONHOMES.COM
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Holiday Events
Santa’s route  

through Fairlington on Dec. 12
1. Leave Station 7 at 3 p.m.
2. Left onto S. Abingdon 

Street
3. Left onto S. 31st crossing 

S. Buchanan Street
4. Right onto S. Columbus 

Street crossing S. 30th 
Street

5. Right onto S. 29th cross-
ing S. Buchanan Street

6. Right onto S. Abingdon 
Street

7. Stop at North Fairling-
ton Community Center 
parking lot for 15 min-
utes (3005 S. Abingdon St.)

8. Left onto S. Abingdon Street, cross bridge, and con-
tinue on S. 34th Street 

9. Right onto S. Wakefield Street
10. Left onto S. 36th Street, crossing S. Utah and S. Tay-

lor Streets, continuing around the circle to S. Staf-
ford Street

11. Right onto S. Stafford and continue to a stop at the 
Fairlington Community Center parking lot for 15 
minutes (3308 S. Stafford)

12. Return to S. Stafford; turn right onto S. 32nd Road
13. Left onto S. 32nd  Street
14. Left onto S. Utah Street
15. Right onto S. 34th Street and return to fire station.

Shirlington hosts annual tree 
lighting celebration

On Tuesday, December 1, from 
6 to 8:30 pm, join the neigh-
bors in Shirlington for the free 
“Shirlie Lights up the Village” 
festival. The annual tree lighting 
is scheduled to take place at 6:30 
on Campbell Avenue, and there 
will be other holiday-themed 
events, such as cookie decorating, 
face painting, and live musical 
performances. 

Pictures with Santa begin at 
6:45 at the UPS Store (on the 
lower level, facing Arlington Mill 

Drive). Horse and carriage rides will be provided for 
guests who bring a non-perishable food item to donate 
to the Arlington Food Assistance Center. 

For more information, go online to  
www.villageatshirlington.com.

Holiday theatre at  
Wakefield High School

What if Dickens’ Mrs. Cratchit wasn’t so goody-goody, 
but instead was an angry, stressed-out woman who 
wanted to escape the poverty and hunger of 1840s 
London by jumping off the London Bridge? What if 
Scrooge’s Ghost led them through parts of The Gift of the 
Magi, It’s a Wonderful Life, Oliver Twist, and Touched by an 
Angel? The Wakefield Players answer these questions and 
more with their production of Mrs. Bob Cratchit’s Wild 
Christmas Binge, a new twist on a classic tale.

Tickets are $10 at the door, for performances on Decem-
ber 4, 5, 11, and 12 at Wakefield HS (1325 S. Dinwiddie 
St., 703-228-6700).

Breakfast with Santa 
Join the Shirlington Hilton Garden Inn in helping AFAC 
(Arlington Food Assistance Center) with their mission 
“Fighting Hunger in Arlington” at the 6th Annual Break-
fast with Santa & Holiday Food Drive. Make a donation 
of non-perishable food items and enjoy Breakfast with 
Santa on Saturday, December 19, from 8 to 11 am. 

To make a reservation, call 703-820-0440 and ask for 
Mallori or select option 2 for the sales department. Seat-
ing is limited.  

Santa Paws photos  
Dogma Bakery and Boutique in Shirlington offers pet 
photos with Santa on December 3 and 10, from 5:30 to 
8 pm. The cost is $25 per photo. The December 3 event 
benefits Lucky Dog Animal Rescue, and the December 
10 event benefits the Emergency Medical Fund Night. 

Nature crafts & events for kids
Check out the many holiday events for kids—crafts, 
workshops, nature walks—at the Long Branch Nature 
Center, 625 S. Carlin Springs Rd. Most events require 
registration and a fee. For more information, call 
703-228-6535.

Photo by Guy Land. 

Photo by Guy Land. 
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Let us keep you 
on your toes enjoying 

your life’s passions.
At King Street Chiropractic Wellness 
Center, we believe a full life and 
healthier you starts with good posture 
and correct body alignment. 

From initial evaluation to our person-
alized treatment plans, our goal is to 

keep you pain-free and moving confi -
dently at every stage of your life.

Conveniently located in the neighbor-
hood for 20 years, we are excited to 
announce our new total wellness 
program.  Our program includes 
massage, on-site personal training, 
nutrition, stress management 

instruction, and the latest in gentle 
chiropractic care.

We invite you to call 703.578.1900 
for a wellness consultation. 
Experience how our program can 
keep you pain-free and enjoying life.

Dr. Je�  Borenstein       Dr. Steven Trauben

Bradlee O�  ce Building (Behind the Safeway)
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22302

www.kingstreetwellness.com
703.578.1900



Call NOW at 703-671-9193

Satisfied customers say: When it comes to heating and air conditioning, 
there’s only one name anyone should even 
think about—that’s Frosty’s.

— Rick Micker, Former Fairlington Condo VP

I am writing to tell you about how satisfied I am by the 
work your employees did. Your employees were so 
careful with my new paint and newly refinished floors. 
I was very pleased by the care taken to clean my air 
ducts. I would recommend your company to others.

— Denice McCullough, Fairlington Resident

 Attention Fairlington!
WINTER Check-Up 

 Time Is Here!
Our air conditioning and heating company will 
service, repair or replace your heat pump, 
air conditioner, furnace, or water heater at the 
best prices around! 

Ask about our guaranteed lowest pricing.

Why you should call now:
	 Certified,	licensed	&	bonded
 Satisfaction guaranteed
 Emergency service—365 days a year
 Prices will beat the competition
 Free estimates for replacements and installations 
 Economical maintenance agreements
	 Exceptional	familiarity	&	experience	with	Fairlington	equipment
	 Frosty’s	is	owned	&	operated	by	Fairlington	resident	since	1991
	 Thousands	of	satisfied	customers—see	our	testimonials!

I couldn’t be happier with my decision 
to go with Frosty’s. The price was right 
and the quality of the materials and 
craftsmanship was outstanding.

— Edward Getterman, 
Fairlington Resident

Only one coupon per customer please. Coupons may not be combined. 

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

maTCHINg
COUpON

FRosty’s Will MAtCH Any 
CoMPEtitoR’s sERViCE oR 

MAintEnAnCE CouPon!

Frosty’s Heating & Cooling

TUNE-UP
NOW JUST

WINTER
$99.95

Voted one 
of the best 
heating	&	air	
conditioning 
providers by 
the readers 
of Arlington 
Magazine.
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Fairlington Farmers Market set for return in 2016
Members of the Fairlington Farmers Market (FFM) com-
mittee appreciate all the support the market received 
during its inaugural year. We’ve learned a lot, and we are 
starting to plan for next season. 

Answers to some questions asked on the FCA survey 
provide a preview of those plans:

1. Will the market be returning in 2016? Most definitely! 
The market will re-open in late April and stay open 
through the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving (November 20).

2. How about holding the market on a different day or 
starting at 8 am instead of 9 am? Early on, the commit-
tee decided the Fairlington Community Center on S. 
Stafford Street was the best locale (access to bathrooms, 
parking options, layout and size). Given how much goes 
on at the facility during the week, Sunday mornings was 
the best choice. We decided to keep the start time at 9 
am to keep early morning noise to a minimum and to 
give the farm vendors another hour to “sleep in” past 4 
am. Staying open until 1 pm allows the market to stay 
open for those who go to church, brunch, or decide to 
sleep in on Sunday mornings.

3. Which vendors are returning next year? As the season 
winds down, we are talking with each of the vendors 
about their plans for next year; decisions to return are 
influenced by sales this past season, the volume of food/
products they are able to grow or produce, and what 
other markets or plans they are working with. As we hear 
back from specific vendors, we will share updates on our 
Facebook page and in the market kick-off flyer in the 
spring. We also plan on bringing in some new and entic-
ing offerings next season, and will work hard to find 
suitable replacements for any departing vendors. 

4. Can we get more vendors and/or 
ready-to-eat foods? There has been a 
higher demand for ready-to-eat foods 
than we anticipated, so the market 
committee is looking for high-quality 
and varied ready-to-eat options for next 
season. With regards to traditional farm and 
produce vendors, we are also searching for dairy ven-
dors (Boy, are they hard to come by!) and other foods 
not already being sold at the market. If you have spe-
cific vendors in mind, please email suggestions (type of 
product, contact name and email or phone number) to 
fairlingtonfarmersmarket@gmail.com. 

5. Can we get a craft brewer at the market? What about 
handmade soaps or local art? When the market was 
created, we heard loud and clear that the community 
was apprehensive about the potential of a “carnival-
like” atmosphere. To respect that concern, and to be in 
line with our umbrella organization (Field to Table), the 
committee decided to have a local, producer-only mar-
ket whose vendors sell farm or edible products, and we 
will continue operating under this principle. Arlington 
County regulations prevent us from selling alcoholic 
beverages. 

6. Don’t the prices seem a little high? Some of the 
products sold at the market have prices comparable to 
what you would find at a traditional grocery store—e.g., 
Honey Crisp or heirloom apples from Kuhn or Spring 
Valley Orchards or $3 for a giant head of lettuce from 
Pletiez that is twice as big and lasts twice as long as 
what you can get in the grocery store. In some cases 
vendors have higher prices to recoup the growing and 
transportation costs they are incurring or to earn a 
profit on their products (this is a living for many of the 
vendors). We encourage you to talk with specific ven-
dors about pricing so they are in touch with how FFM 
shoppers are making decisions to purchase (or not) their 
food at the market. 

7. How does the market committee think it went? This 
was the first year any of us have worked on a farmers 
market and we weren’t really sure what to expect. Over 
the course of the season we have learned so much and 
developed a great appreciation for the farmers, bakers, 
and chefs who are rustling up fresh and delicious food 
and bringing it to our doorstep each week. We hear 
from the vendors that FFM shoppers are some of the 
nicest around, and they want to see more of you!

—Lane Erwin

Lisa Schwanger, center, talks with representatives of Acme 
Pie, a vendor that joined the market in November. Photo by 
Guy Land.
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           Windows – Doors – Siding – Roofing – Painting 
                 Flooring – Trim – Drywall – and More!!!!   

 Top rated in Checkbook Mag.,   
 Angie’s List & Better Business Bureau  
 Top 10 for Windows & Doors in   
Washingtonian  
 Feat. On News 4 with Liz  
 Crenshaw  
 Over 10,000 Installations in  
 Fairlington  
 EPA Lead Paint Certified  

Call for you FREE, No Obligation, Low                              
Pressure Estimate Today! 

(703) 378-6596 
                       NovaInstallations.com  

   
  

   

    

                                   

                     

 
FAMILY DENTISTRY    Hours: MON 10-6, TUE-THU 7-2:30, SAT 8-2  
Phuong X. Phan, D.M.D., PC  • New Patients Welcome •Same day Emergencies  
Thien T. Dao, D.M.D.   • Open Most Federal & School Holidays  
1225 Martha Custis Dr. Ste C-6  • Most Insurance Accepted  
(T)703-931-6344 (F)703-931-1896 • Free Implant and Cosmetic Consultion  
www.phuongphandental.com  • We See Children  • Preventative Care  
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are in designing their schools of the future, Swiatocha 
said she and her colleagues are paying close attention to 
the students’ designs. “Some of the creative ideas they’re 
coming up with we will try to incorporate in our plans if 
there’s any possible way.”

—By Betsy Rosso

HCM architect Andrea Swiatocha works with students on 
design plans. Photo by David McDavitt.

Abington students, continued from page 11

A BRT system, the West End Transitway, is already being 
proposed to run from Route 7 to Mark Center along 
Beauregard St. 

According to the Commission, population along the 
Route 7 corridor is expected to grow by 35 percent by 
2040, with a 34 percent growth in jobs along the corridor. 

Both BRT and LRT are projected to cut travel time along 
Route 7 in half.

NVTC leaders outlined the options in a series of public 
briefings in November under the rubric Envision Route 
7. The Commission’s study will be looking at capital 
costs, annual operating costs, and the relative benefits 
and challenges of the various types of transit. The study, 
expected to be completed next year, will recommend a 
specific transit mode, service alignment and location, 
and funding strategy. 

FCA expects to host a presentation on the Route 7 tran-
sit proposals this coming spring. For additional informa-
tion, see www.EnvisionRoute7.com.

—Guy Land

Study, continued from page 9

Police, continued from page 5

Responding to other concerns and questions, Captain 
Quigley touched on many topics. These are a few:

Fairlington is not singularly targeted for LFAs. Crystal 
City and Northside along Lee Highway experienced 
recent rashes, with more than 30 smashed-in car win-
dows in the two weeks prior to the meeting.

Scams and frauds: Credit card skimmers. Online hacking 
and ID theft. Scam solicitors and phone calls. They’re on 
the increase, more every year. The best advice is to guard 
your personal information—do not give out account 
numbers, SSNs, passwords, mailing addresses, or birth 
dates on the phone or in email. Quigley warned of one 
scam that is “rampant” right now: The IRS, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, and the Sheriff’s Department will 
never phone you asking for money. Any such demand 
for “payment” is a scam.

Arlington and Alexandria police: They cooperate and 
coordinate. Officers go to the same academy, develop 
relationships, exchange information, and follow up on 
related cases. Perhaps most important, the departments’ 
radios have interoperability.

Panhandling: It’s a First Amendment right, not illegal, 
and on the increase during the holidays. Citable viola-
tions include disorderly conduct, aggressive or threaten-
ing panhandling, and stepping into traffic. Panhandlers 
go elsewhere if people in one location do not give them 
money.

In cases of arson, the Fire Marshal is the primary inves-
tigator, with police as secondary. The investigation into 
incidents here earlier this year is ongoing, which pre-
vents public comment on details.

Part 1/Violent Crime (homicide, robbery, rape, and 
assault) is virtually unheard of in Fairlington. Indeed, 
violent crime is down throughout Arlington and across 
the country—it’s a sustained downward trend since the 
1990s.

—Gretchen Fallon

Guard your personal information— 
do not give out account numbers, SSNs, 
passwords, mailing addresses, or birth  

dates on the phone or in email.
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Fairlington Window & Door 
SAA&C Contracting, LLC 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

 

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling 

making Fairlington homes beautiful for over 10 years! 

VA Class A License #2705129199  

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 
Windows & Doors  

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10%!  

Happy  
Holidays!! 
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A Fairlington history lesson one step at a time

A group of history lovers recently had an opportunity to 
learn more about Fairlington’s unique heritage. Crisp fall 
weather welcomed nearly 40 Fairlingtonians to the first-
ever Fairlington History Tour on October 24. 

Beginning next to the North Fairlington Community 
Center, participants first got a look at the plaques 
commemorating our neighborhood’s designations 
as a Virginia Historic Landmark and on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Both honors were the result 
of hard work from community volunteers over the 
course of a decade.

Tour-goers next ventured to where George Washington 
used to visit his friend John Carlyle at the latter’s plan-
tation, Morven, located at what is now S. 30th Street 
and S. Columbus Street. Other notable stops in North 
Fairlington included the sites of Fort Reynolds, Battery 
Garesché, and a white oak of “Historical Significance,” 
all located in close proximity to Abingdon Elementary 
School.

Before crossing the bridge to South Fairlington, 
participants stopped at Fire Station No. 7, the smallest 
fire station in Arlington. The guides told stories about 
the station’s involvement in the community throughout 
the years and its involvement as a team of first-
responders to the Pentagon on September 11, 2001.

In South Fairlington, the tour stopped between S. 36th 
Street and King Street to see Boundary Stone Southwest 
No. 4, one of the Boundary Stones marking the original 
borders of the District of Columbia (the portions south 
of the Potomac River were retroceded to Virginia in 
1846). The stone was originally closer to the King Street 
median, but when the road was widened it gained a new 
residence in Fairlington.

The tour wrapped up at the Fairlington Community 
Center (FCC) where the guides drew everyone’s atten-
tion to the skylight at the entrance. Originally in 
the Abbey Mausoleum in Arlington, the skylight was 
restored and installed in the FCC around 2006. The FCC 
also houses the two large-scale models used to sell units 
when Fairlington was converted to condominiums in 
the 1970s. 

Sponsored by the FCA and the Fairlington Historical 
Society (FHS), the tour was led by FCA President Guy 
Land and FHS Trustees Cindy Kunz and Patty Clark. 
The organizers were pleased with the level of interest in 
Fairlington’s history. 

“We were simply blown away by the large turnout for 
the tour,” Land said. “Fairlingtonians obviously have 
an appetite for learning more about their community’s 
history, and the FCA and FHS will explore options for 
doing more history-themed events in the future.”

In addition to visiting Fairlington landmarks, the tour 
guides directed attention to the unique architectural ele-
ments throughout the Fairlington neighborhood. Upon 
close inspection, Fairlington’s units display patterns in 
the brickwork, varying uses of slate, an assortment of 
pillars, inset bricks, and wheel windows.

—Tiffany Kudravetz

The history tour stopped at the plaques honoring Fairlington’s 
historic designation. Photos by Tiffany Kudravetz.

Cindy Kunz, Patty Clark, and Guy Land led the inaugural 
Fairlington history tour in October.



24 www.fca-fair l ington.org

703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

1721 West Braddock Road • Alexandria, VA 22302 • 703.998.3030
1503 Mt. Vernon Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22301 • 703.837.0500 

391 West Bay Front Road (Route 258) • Lothian, Maryland 20711 • 410-867-9500 
www.GreenstreetGardens.com

From our greenhouse 
to your home

Poinsettias
Fresh Trees and Greens

Holiday Gifts and Accents
Christmas Lights

Home Décor
Firewood

Poinsettias
Fresh Trees and Greens

Holiday Gifts and Accents
Christmas Lights

Home Décor
Firewood

From our greenhouse 
to your home
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Rita Tassa
Cell: 703.629.8624      
Home: 703.719.5859
Brtassa@gmail.com

Knowledge Is Power

4843 28TH Street S, #A
2BR, 2FB, newer kitchen and baths,  

quiet courtyard setting.

Contra
ct!

3416 Utah Street, #A
2BR, 2FB,  kitchen with stainless steel  
and granite, updated baths. $470,500

Sold
Thinking About  

Selling Or Buying?

Rely on my knowledge of this local 
market to help you make the best 
possible decisions regarding the  

sale of your home. 

I’ll gladly use my expertise to help 
you successfully purchase a new 

home and navigate the demanding 
and sometimes confusing buying 

process. 

For sale: Fairlington T-shirts
Show your neighborhood 
pride with a Fairlington T-shirt. 
T-shirts are $15 and available in 
white or hunter green in 100% 
cotton. Sizes S, M, L, and X-L. 
Child sizes are also available. To 
order, send email to president@
fca-fairlington.org or contact 
any FCA board member. 
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Fairlington tree walk a natural  
exercise through the neighborhood 

I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree 
—Joyce Kilmer

No doubt Mr. Kilmer would have been overjoyed and 
entertained, and very likely enlightened and educated 
by the Fairlington tree walk guided by master natural-
ist Emily Ferguson on Halloween morning. She is a tour 
guide for her native Bermuda Botanical Gardens.

“I was their youngest tour guide at 16,” she said. “And 
I’m still their youngest tour guide.”

Ten Fairlington residents, including your humble scribe, 
took a stroll around a long block beginning at the Fair-
lington Community Center, as Ms. Ferguson pointed 
out the plethora of species of trees that call Fairlington 
home. From the majestic willow oaks that line many of 
our streets, to the once-thought extinct gingko tree that 
stands on S. 34th Street near Fairlington Meadows Court 
5, through the ash and the dogwood, the cedar and the 
holly, and the sycamore and the crepe myrtles and the 
sugar maples, the neighborhood is an arborist’s dream.

As much as being educated as to the species of trees 
that many of us take for granted as just somehow being 
there, it was also a chance to witness the vibrant colors 
that fall produces—the reds, yellows, and oranges that 
sometimes seem like glowing fire against a clear blue 
sky, up close or in the distance.

Donning a witch’s hat 
to celebrate the day, Ms. 
Ferguson discussed the 
fact that some trees have 
more color than others, 
because some of the trees 
can be “stressed” due to 
climate conditions of the 
spring and summer, and 
that some trees hunker 
down for the fall and 
winter because of too 
much or too little water, 
saving themselves for a 
brighter show next fall. 
But she also stressed that 
maple trees never disap-
point, displaying a wide 
range of colors, even on 
a single leaf. She openly 

admitted that maple trees are always “breathtaking.”

The crepe myrtles turned out to be a favorite of Ms. 
Ferguson, who has guided this tree walk tour three other 
times. The trees, examples of which can be seen on the 
median on 34th Street near 36th, just before crossing 
over Route 395, flower from spring through the summer 
and put on a colorful show in the fall which continues 
today. They also own a very distinct bark, which she 
referred to as sinewy and muscular.

The gingko was thought to be extinct, and many types 
of the same species are in fact no longer around, but 
a monastery in China had protected them, and they 
are there for us to enjoy to this day. And the tree also 
has the ability to change its sex for the purpose of 
cross-pollination.

And when strolling through Fairlington while walking 
the dog or exercising, pay attention to the oversized 
leaves on the ground discarded by the sycamore tree. 
They are hard to miss, and equally impressive.

It seems relatively easy to drive, walk, or ride a bicycle 
down a Fairlington street and not give a second thought 
to the tree providing you with shade on a hot summer 
day, blossoming to remind you that spring is in the air, 
or adding color to a cool fall day.

But it’s worth paying attention, because there might just 
be a poem in there.  

—Bob Bradley

Tree walk participants learn about sycamore and plane 
trees—and their large leaves. Photos by Guy Land. 

Tour guide Emily Ferguson was 
in the Halloween spirit. 
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simplicitysofas 
 

$100 OFF   Award-Winning Furniture that F.I.T.S. 
 

Perfect fit for Farlington Homes 
    

Custom-Built Furniture Designed For Small Spaces & Tight Places 

                               
  

Our easy assembly furniture will fit through any narrow door or stairway wider than 15” Guaranteed! 
 

FREE SHIPPING                              MADE IN THE USA 
 

                                                                 
                 Built one piece at a time by our skilled High Point, North Carolina Craftspeople 

Solid Oak frames and premium Ultracell Foam Cushions are backed by a lifetime warranty 
Options include over 200 in-stock fabrics, fitted slipcovers, luxurious spring down cushions and much more. 

 
                              Order your FREE catalog and FREE fabric swatches      www.simplicitysofas.com 
 

 
SIMPLICITY SOFAS        2726 W. English Road, High Point, NC 27262 | 336.882.2490 | 800.813.2889 |  
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In 
November, we had a lovely dinner at Clyde’s, enjoying 
the fireplace and warm atmosphere as we adjust to 
colder weather. 

Here’s what’s planned for December:

Friday, December 11, noon, L’Auberge Chez Francois, 
332 Springvale Road, Great Falls, 703-759-3800, www.
laubergechezfrancois.com. As a special treat to kick off 
the holiday season, we’ll enjoy the three-course prix fixe 
lunch ($42, including a glass of wine) at this superb res-
taurant in a delightful setting. If you will attend, please 
RSVP by noon on Thursday, December 10, so the reser-
vation can be for the correct number and we can arrange 
carpools.

Sunday, December 20, 6:30 pm, Ramparts, 1700 Fern St., 
Alexandria, 703-998-6616, www.rampartstavern.com. 
After sampling other burger/sandwich options during 
the year, we’ll return to this perennial local favorite for a 
relaxed Sunday supper amid the madness that December 
brings to our lives.

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend, 
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her. Include 
your name and how to contact you the day of the event, 
in case plans change. If you want to receive a copy of 
these notices early in the previous month, send your 
email address to carol_dabbs at yahoo.com. 

Card players welcome
Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of 
canasta. No previous experience is necessary to enjoy 
this card game. We are happy to teach you. The group 
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near 
Fairlington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids, or an 
afternoon to yourself, join the Fairlington Babysitting 
Co-op. For more than 30 years, Fairlington families have 
been exchanging free babysitting services using a card 
system. It’s perfect for parents who would like to know 
dependable adults to watch their children and meet 
other families in the community.

E-mail the coordinators, Katarina Lesandric and Eric 
Hansen at fairlington.babysitting@gmail.com to request 
more information and an application.

Key Abingdon dates
Dec. 3 – Project GIFT Showcase: Amazing Abingdon

Dec. 8 – Holiday Shoppe, 6 pm, and launch of Holi-
day Food Drive

Dec. 9 – Early release, 12:26 pm

Dec. 15 – PTA meeting, 6:30 pm

Dec. 21 – Jan. 3 – Winter break

FCA seeking volunteer for 
conservation advisory committee

The Fairlington Citizens Association is seeking a 
volunteer to serve as the alternate representative to 
the Arlington County Neighborhood Conservation 
Advisory Committee for the Fairlington 
Neighborhood Conservation Area. The NCAC meets 
on the second Thursday of the month.

Follow this link to the Arlington County 
Neighborhood Conservation Program to find 
information about the program: projects.arlingtonva.
us/neighborhood-conservation.

Interested residents may contact either the FCA 
president at president@fca-fairlington.org or Ed Hilz, 
FNCA representative, at treasurer@fca-fairlington.org.
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Down to earth
patio gardening

With frosts common in late Novem-
ber/early December, pansy and mum 
are about the only flowers to plant in 
the garden. But some residents will 
bring plants inside.

Sometimes, softwood holiday ever-
greens can be transplanted outside 
(in early January), as long as they’re 
purchased balled and burlapped 
(with a root ball). 

But the holidays are on the minds of 
many. Here are some of the trees that 
are frequently featured during the 
holidays in Fairlington.

Spruce: Species include Serbian, 
oriental, white, or Norway and Colo-
rado. The first four have green foliage 
while Colorado has bluish needles. 
The spruce leaf or needle is short and 
twisted. Look down a branch from 
its tip and the needles are curved in a 
tight circle. 

A popular dwarf of the white spruce is 
Conica. Immature trees at the nursery 
aren’t likely to bear fruit, but here’s 
what you can do. Go to Fairlington 
Arbor, where there are two spruces 
off a S. Wakefield courtyard. From the 
tennis courts, walk toward S. 36th 
Street and notice the trees on the 
right, just before the pool. The fruit 
of a spruce is cinnamon colored, soft 
and pliable. Collect some from the 
ground and use wire to attach them to 
your tree. Spruce wood is used in the 
production of wood pulp and paper.

Pine: Wood pulp, timber, and paper 
are made from the wood of this tree. 
Turpentine and rosin are also byprod-

ucts. This may be the best specimen 
to transplant outside, since the root 
ball tolerates poor soil. Scotch, white, 
and Austrian will be available this 
month. The white pine has frosted 
fruit (or cones) and may be gathered 
from the base of a mature specimen. 
The Scotch pine fruit is smaller and 
clustered on the branch. The rosin 
or resin is what gives this tree its 
gummy fragrance.

Fir: Balsam and Fraser are the spe-
cies cultivated for holiday trees. 
Here’s the difference: Balsam tends 
to drop its needles in dry conditions 
(such as a heated home interior). 
Pines, however hold their needles 
on the branches longer. Fraser also 
holds its needles longer, usually 
10–14 days inside.

Holly: Its branches usually are 
found as wreaths on windows or 
doors. The most vigorous fruiting 
holly is the Burford, which also has 

shiny, spiny leaves.

Olive:  In the Jewish faith, the olive 
tree factors in the celebration of 
Hanukkah. A Jewish friend explained 
the miracle celebrated at Hanukkah: 
When the Temple had to be re-conse-
crated, there was enough olive oil to 
burn in the menorah (a candelabra 
with eight branches) for only one 
day. But it lasted for eight days.

In the Islamic faith, the olive tree is 
a symbol of peace and friendship. 
Olive oil also is symbolic in the 
Christian faith, with direct references 
to the olive tree in the books of Exo-
dus and Genesis.

The corn or maize plant is a symbol 
of Kwanzaa, which honors the heri-
tage of African nation descendants 
in America. Its holiday is December 
26 – January 1.

—Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Large spruce trees in the Arbor drop soft, cinnamon-colored “cones” that are 
actually fruit. Photo by Tiffany Kudravetz.

Time for trees to get homes for the holidays
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Our specialty is
Kitchens and Bathrooms

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements

Patios & Walkways
Decks & Porticos
Custom Painting
Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors

Windows & Doors
Back-up Generators
Electrical & Plumbing

Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding

Sunrooms & Screened-in Porches
Custom Built-ins & Walk-in Closets

Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2015

SAVE $150!

Find out why we are one of the top
rated remodeling contractors in the area.
Visit us at  www.gmgservices.com
& click on “Request Estimate” tab

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE AT
GMGSERVICES.COM

We are pleased to announce  we now have
an in-house Realtor to help with all your
real estate needs. Whether you are buying,
selling, renting or exploring your
options before or after you remodel,
we can help! For more details or to
schedule a no-obligation consult.

Logan@gmgservices.com
Or call 703-517-1394
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

REALTOR SERVICES AVAILABLE

"GMG provided some
of the best customer

service and quality work
I have ever received...

Jack D. (Fairlington Resident)
See our website  for more testimonials

gmgservices.com

Scan to download
our contact info
to your device

Serving the Fairlington Community  since 1985

GMG Services Corp  Email: info@gmgservices.com  Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  Telephone 703-354-4270

Proud sponsors
of the

Fairlington
Farmers Market

Check out our ratings

Better yet, ask
your neighbors!
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Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington homeowners our specialty 
for over 25 years. Convenient Mark 
Center/N. Beauregard Street office, 
with evening and weekend hours. 30% 
discount for Fairlington residents. 
Visit www.cpa-coker.com for more 
information, directions. Call for an 
appointment with a FREE retirement 
check-up included. (703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers:  Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology(personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction) , Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

COMPUTER HELP. Fairlington 
resident will troubleshoot problems 
with computers and other electronic 
equipment. Jim (703) 820-8767.

NEED A REALTOR? Call Logan 
Goolrick, 703-517-1394 or email 
Logan@gmgservices.com My extensive 
experience in Home Remodeling in the 
Fairlington Community will give you an 
edge whether you’re buying or selling 
a home, or looking for an investment 
property. Bi-lingual in Spanish & English.

EXTRAORDINARY MASSAGE. 
Clinical, certified Neuromuscular 
Therapy for pain relief. Soothing 
traditional massage for deep relaxation. 
Feel better, faster. In Fairlington. 703-
304-2827 www.amtamembers.com/
zwicker

Mini-ads Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. Winter 
maintenance begins in December when 
Sullivan’s Landscaping prunes shrubs, 
removes leaves/weeds and spreads fresh 
mulch. In addition, Sullivan’s paints 
the home interiors of its customers in 
winter. Billsullivan41@gmail.com or 
571-213-9567.

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN. Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND 
REPAIRS. Serving Fairlington since 
1978. Hundreds of bathrooms and 
kitchens renovated. Other services 
include painting, plumbing, window 
repairs, leak detection and correction, 
dryer vent replacement, regrouting, 
recaulking, drywall repairs, etc. Call Vic 
Sison at Fairlington Maintenance Service 
703-379-7733. fairlingtonmaintenance.
com

BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS. 
NEW WEBSITE. www.
fairlingtonbathroomsandkitchens.com

HEATED BATHROOM CERAMIC 
TILE FLOOR. Call Fairlington 
Maintenance Service 571-212-4151.

DOOR SOLUTIONS. A Fairlington 
doors expert. 1,000’s of pleased 
customers. For contact, scheduling, and 
useful door information, please visit: 
www.doorsolutions.biz

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington 
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician. Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703 314 1287 info@
allegroLLC.net

GRACE & ALBERTO. Alberto Matias 
Construction. Serving Arlington and 
Alexandria since 1989. We are offering 
granite and ceramic for the coming 
season. gracedelcarmenmatias@gmail.
com 703-795-4506.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
remodeling, tile, plumbing, electrical, 
carpentry, panel replacements, painting, 
wallpaper removal, drywall. Call Mario 
703-501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.
com

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. References 
available. Free estimates. Steve Chute. 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450. Chute285@
aol.com.

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Home and office repair, 
rental maintenance, painting, drywall 
repair, pressure washing, minor 
electrical and plumbing, to do lists and 
more. Free estimates, fair pricing and 
friendly service. Since 2008. Fairlington 
references available. Tim Miles cell 
443-995-3825 work 703-768-6945 
timmiles74@gmail.com

House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE. Window cleaning 
now available. LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED. 15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available. No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
703-820-8635. Established 1978. We are 
family owned and operated. Call for a 
free estimate. Our service is thorough 
and detail oriented. Scheduling is 
flexible. Your neighbor is our best 
reference. Educator, civil servant, and 
military rates apply.

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

Begin the new year 
by volunteering for 
FCA activities
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HOUSE CLEANING. Honest, affordable, 
experienced, excellent references from 
Fairlington residents. Specializing in 
detailing cleaning. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one time, 
move-in/out, offices. Call 703-597-1226.

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call 
703-379-7719.

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption services 
homealonefelines@gmail.com; 703-671-
5504 www.homealone.petfinder.com 

PETSITTING, DOG WALKING. 
Longtime Fairlington resident now 
retired. Very reasonable rates! Call 
Barbara at 703-307-7749 or email 
bramsey937@hotmail.com

Mini-ads
HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable, 
experienced, good references, flexible 
scheduling, reasonable rates. We 
bring our own equipment. Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally. One-
time, move-in/out, offices. For free in 
home estimate call Maryen/Raul at 
703-321-5335.

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICES. 20 
Years of experience, references available. 
We provide supplies and equipment. 
Affordable prices. We are family owned. 
Please call us for a free estimate. 
Johanna & Mauricio. (202)591-9104 or 
jdmontecino@gmail.com. 

B&A CLEANING SERVICES. 25 
years experience and owner operated. 
References available in all areas. 
Reasonable rates. We bring our own 
equipment. Office cleaning available. For 
free estimate and appointment call 703-
501-9007 or e-mail bc42happy@gmail.
com.

PET LOVERS. Serving Fairlington since 
1998. Loving and responsible care for 
your dogs and cats. Reasonable rates, 
bonded and insured. Excellent references. 
Call 703-941-6113.

Join the Fairlington 
conversation on Facebook 
at the Fairlington 

Appreciation Society.

30% Discount on Tax Preparation
 We can prepare your Federal & State income taxes.
Fairlington homeowners our specialty for 25 years.

Convenient Mark Center / N. Beauregard Street offices.

Call today to schedule an appointment
and get a FREE retirement check-up!

703.931.3290

CHARLES COKER, CPA
www.cpa-coker.com Charles.coker@cpa-coker.com

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 

Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th 
of the preceding month (Dec. 10 for Jan. issue).
• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens 

Association.”  
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop 

off at FCA drop box.
• Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA 

drop box.
E-mail: admanager@fca-fairlington.org
 

Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, 
VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 
3308 S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am – 9 pm, M-F, 
8 am – 5 pm, Saturday; closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word. Examples: “998-0000” and 
“stove” = one word; “interior/exterior” = two words.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, 
email address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for 
options).

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at  

www.fca-fairlington.org.



 

OCTOBER 

TOP PRODUCERS 

Bring your un-
wrapped toy do-
nations to our 
Fairlington Office 
at: 4800 31st 
Street South.   

Donations will be 
accepted Nov 13th
-Dec 11th, 9-5 pm 
Mon-Fri and Sat & 
Sun from 10-5pm. 

Arlington— 4825 28th Street South. End 
unit townhome with hdwd floors, 2 BR/ 
2BA $374k. Call Neil Kelly 

Arlington— 4616 31st Road South. 
Hdwd floors and new appliances. 
Popped up ceiling in kitchen. Renovated 
bathrooms. $399k. Call Joanne Ritchick 

Alexandria— 208 Summers Drive. Com-
pletely renovated Spanish style bunga-
low. 4 BR/2 BR $995k. Call Doug Louzik  

 Arlington— 1811 24th Street South. 
Gorgeous all brick TH w/2 huge master 
suites. 2 Full & 2 HB. 3 fireplaces, eleva-
tor and garage $739k. Call Pat Shannon 

Arlington— 2911 
Dinwiddie Street. 
Lovely two bed-
room second floor 
unit on quiet 
street. Renovated 
kitchen and newer 
carpets. Large 
separate base-
ment. $307k. Call 
Barbara Kirkland  

ArlingtonAlexandriaSales.Lnfre.com 

  
 
 

Pat Shannon 

Top Producing Agent 

 

Doug Luzik 

Top Listing Agent 


