
Fairlington’s 75th anniversary 
celebration: Save the date

The Fairlington Citizens Association and the Fairlington Historical Society 
are planning a fall event to commemorate the community’s 75th anniver-
sary year.

On Saturday, October 20, from 5 to 7 pm, a reception will be held at the 
North Fairlington Community Center, 3005 S. Abingdon St. Barbara Berti, 
the event chair, says, “We wanted to host a reception for all residents to 
honor this milestone in our history.” 

The event will feature a short program in honor of the anniversary, includ-
ing a reading of the Virginia General Assembly’s special resolution to com-
mend Fairlington in its anniversary year.

Terry Placek, president of the Fairlington Historical Society, notes, “The 
reception is an opportunity to celebrate our 75th with old friends and new. 
The Society is excited to co-host this event, which will become part of the 
fabric of our very rich history.” 

Residents in both North and South Fairlington are invited to attend.

The book, Fairlington at 50, which traces the history of the neighborhood 
($20) and the Fairlington commemorative ornament ($10) will be available 
for sale.   
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The FCA and Fairlington Histori-
cal Society (FHS) are taking orders 
for this special Fairlington brass-
plated ornament to commemorate 
Fairlington’s 75th anniversary this 
year. The price for each ornament 
is $10. To order, email FCA Board 
Director, Rebecca Sayres, rsayres@
yahoo.com, to indicate how many 
you wish to purchase. Come to an 
FCA monthly meeting to pay and 
pick up your purchase (next FCA 
meeting is August 8). For now, 
we will accept cash or check only 
(payable to FCA). By early fall, we 
may be able to accept major  
credit cards.

Ornaments  
are here!

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
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Coming up …
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S. 
Stafford St.) unless otherwise noted. Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA members 
may address the board on matters affecting the commu-
nity, limited to three minutes per member.

FCA monthly meeting August 8
Special presentation: There will be no special presenta-
tion at the August 8 meeting. The FCA Board will hold a 
general business work session.

Regular board business: 

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website.

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website,  
www.fca-fairlington.org. Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox.

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington  
Appreciation Society.

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps.

Web design by Avatar Systems Ltd., Alexandria, VA,  
www.avatar-systems.com.

• �Approval of July  
minutes

• Unfinished business

• �Officer and  
committee reports

• New business
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USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911.
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency)	 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency)	 703-558-2222
Animal Warden	 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages)	 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center	 703-228-6588
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Pothole Patrol Hotline	 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library	 703-228-6545
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www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints � Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist.)
� 202-225-4376
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Contributors this month: Lynne Blasi, 
Christine Chirichella, Kent Duffy, Evan 
Harvey, Jeni Hornback, Cindy Kunz, Guy 
Land, Bill Sullivan, Robin Weinick, and  
Lori Whiteman.

Some images in this publication may be  
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

“I’m writing today because of an issue I noticed at the swimming pool.” “We 
are writing about the trash receptacles that have been placed throughout 
Fairlington.” “I called earlier about my porch light. They need to fix it.”  

These are some of the emails and voicemails that FCA has received over the 
past several months. Unfortunately, they are all matters that are within the 
jurisdiction of the various condo associations and not FCA. (We do respond 
to all of them and try to point residents in the right direction.) 

FCA diligently tries not to intrude on the turf of the condo associations. 
Often the inquiries are from people who are just seeking help and don’t 
know where to turn.

Determining what is an FCA matter and what is a condo issue may not 
always be easy. After all, we’re one big community, and sometimes the lines 
can be fine. As a general guide, things that involve public entities and public 
policies (e.g., county government) or Fairlington-wide matters are for FCA. 
Specific things about your condo unit or matters within your courtyard are 
the province of your condo association.  

So discussions about on-street parking policies, state legislation, or nearby 
real estate development projects fall in the FCA category, while most 
trash, grounds management, and maintenance issues are for the condo 
organizations. 

And community-wide events usually are sponsored by FCA, sometimes with 
the support of one or two of the condo associations. Last month’s Fourth of 
July parade, which was a joint activity between FCA and the Fairlington Vil-
lages condo association, is a good example.

On the other hand, FCA does try to facilitate communication among the 
condo associations (and the one Fairlington homeowner association), since 
there are often condo-related issues that all of them are dealing with. In that 
regard we hosted a gathering of the association presidents earlier this spring 
to compare notes on common condo issues. Another session is expected this 
fall. And we’re hoping to facilitate a conversation between the various condo 
grounds committees.

In many ways FCA is the glue that tries to keep together the pieces that yield 
the big picture of Fairlington and articulate the interests of our commu-
nity to policy makers. But if you have an issue and don’t know whose lap it 
should fall in, then let us know. We’ll be glad to help.

Guy Land, FCA President 
president@fca-fairlington.org

Calendar

Fairlington Diners
Wednesday, August 8, 6:30 pm
Union Street Public House
121 S. Union St., Alexandria

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, August 8, 7 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Arlington County Fair 
Wednesday, August 15 to 
Sunday, August 19
Thomas Jefferson Community 
Center, 3501 S. Second St.

Fairlington Diners
Monday, August 20, 6:30 pm
Ramparts Tavern & Grill
1700 Fern St., Alexandria 

Book Group
Tuesday, August 28, 7:30 pm
FCC, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Abingdon Back-to-School 
Picnic and Potluck
Monday, September 3,  
12 to 2 pm
Abingdon Elementary School

Work progresses on the I-395 HOT 
Lanes project. Estimated completion 
date is summer 2020. Photo by  
Guy Land.  

The big dig
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hello@khassociates.com www.khassociates.com

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529)EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

2101 Wilson Blvd Suite 100 Arlington, VA 22201 703-224-6000

Sold

The team is 
growing, so we 

can continue 

to provide the 

BEST service in 
Fairlington! 

Bob DeLong
703-815-3151 dhidelong@aol.com

www.DelongHomeImprovement.com 

Our recent collaboration with DeLong Home 
Improvement, at 2901 S Columbus St, is the 
HIGHEST CLARENDON ll SALE EVER

$499,000

4310 36th St S
Dominion

4426 36th St S #B2
Converted Braddock

4111 36th St S
Clarendon l

Coming SOON!
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At the July 11 FCA meeting, Fairlington residents were 
briefed on plans to renovate the commercial office and 
retail space known as Park Center into apartments. The 
566,000 square-foot complex is located in Alexandria, near 
the intersection of King St. and I-395. It includes a large 
retail building, two 14-story office towers, and various 
supporting grounds and facilities.

The commercial towers are partially occupied: The U. S. 
Department of Agriculture has offices at 3101 Park Center 
Dr., and the other building (4401 Ford Ave.) is two-thirds 
occupied by various tenants. Plans for renovation and 
conversion of the space are somewhat dependent on 
current lease end dates, so the project will likely be done 
in phases.

USAA Real Estate and 
Lowe Enterprises, a 
Los Angeles-based 
commercial developer, 
acquired the property 
in January 2018. Lowe 
Executive Vice President 
Mark Rivers presented 
plans for the site and 
discussed possible 
implications for the 
surrounding community. 
He was joined by Maya 
Contreras, Principal 
Planner from the City of 
Alexandria Department 
of Planning and Zoning.

Due to dwindling 
demand for office space 
along the I-395 corridor 
and the lack of new 
residential development 
in the surrounding area, 

Lowe plans to convert the Park Center complex into 
multi-family housing. The transition may require certain 
structural and site changes, Rivers said, but “the greenest 
building is the building already built.”

Lowe plans to “green up the space, eliminate some of the 
concrete, and create more leisure and recreation spaces.” 
This will include playgrounds, rooftop decks and patios, 
and maybe even a dog run. The existing precast structure 
of the three buildings will remain in place, but the interior 
spaces and windows will be significantly renovated. 

Rivers showed the audience architectural renderings, 

potential floorplans, and landscape design mock-ups to 
better illustrate the developer’s goals for the project. Price 
points for the finished 400 or so apartment units (one-
bedroom, one-bedroom plus den, and two-bedroom) will 
be “at the top end of workforce housing” rates. 

These residences should be affordable to a family of four, 
provided they earn at least 80 percent of the median local 
income. That puts the development in the “upper middle 
tier,” according to Contreras, “when compared to other 
local multi-family properties.”

Fairlingtonians shared their concerns about potential 
traffic impact, but Rivers sees only positives. Residential 
units drive lower traffic patterns than commercial units, 
he explained, and require less garage space, so some of 
the existing infrastructure could be repurposed for other 
amenities. In addition, the existing Metro shuttle service 
will continue, and a Capital Bikeshare station will  
be added.

Contreras did say, however, 
that some street surface 
or signal light timing 
changes may be required, 
depending on resident 
density. The city will make 
that determination as the 
project nears completion. 
No matter what, King St. 
traffic flow will always 
have priority.

One resident asked if there 
were any plans for retail 
shops or restaurants in 
the space. The location is 
permitted for both uses, 
according to Contreras, 
but nothing is planned at 
the moment. Additional 
retail development is coming to the Alexandria Gateway, 
further west at King and Beauregard Sts., where a new 
Harris Teeter is under construction along with mixed 
retail, office, and affordable housing space. 

“But we would love to have restaurants and retail, too,” 
said Rivers. 

The first phase of construction for the Park Center project 
is expected to begin in late 2019.

—Evan Harvey

Mark Rivers with Lowe 
Enterprises describes the Park 
Center project to Fairlington 
residents at the July FCA 
meeting. Photos by Guy Land.  

Developer describes Park Center office conversion plans 

The City of Alexandria’s 
Maya Contreras answers 
resident questions about  
the project.
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Summer is a great time to visit the market! Come and 
enjoy fun activities, music, and of course great food and 
beverages from our terrific vendors. On July 29, the 
Arlington Art Truck brought a unique cultural, 
creative, and interactive experience to the 
market with a special event, Going Native: 
Flora and Fauna of Arlington, by artist  
Kate Samworth. 

On August 19 we’ll welcome the Master 
Gardeners Program of the Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension. On August 26, market spon-
sor Fairlington Presbyterian Church will have a 
table for Rally Day for sign-ups for Sunday School 
and a celebration of a new year of classes, and Ed Giro-
vasi will entertain shoppers with music. 

Last month we introduced the first of our two new ven-
dors, Chase Your Tail Bakery. This month, meet Number 
One Sons, offering kimchi, kraut, pickles, and more. If 
the lines at their booth are any indication, Fairlington 

residents 
love fer-
mented 
foods! 

Simple and 
delicious 
food has 
been a con-
stant in the 
life of Yi Wah 
and Caitlin, 
the brother-
and-sister 
team behind 
Number One 
Sons. Fam-

ily dinners always included vegetables and a fresh salad, 
and their mother taught them that good food shouldn’t 
be complicated—it can be made using simple, quality 
ingredients with traditional processes. 

Based in Washington, D.C., they make barrel-fermented 
foods that draw from food cultures from all over the 
world. Their products are naturally wild fermented, 
except for beets and sweet pickles, which are made with 
Virginia apple cider vinegar. 

The barrels change with seasonal and culinary inspira-
tion. When in season, vegetables are grown by farmers 
in surrounding states. With a wide range of tempting 
and delicious flavors, there’s something for everyone—

visit them to see what’s available each week. 

Special thanks to …

•  �Market sponsors Fairlington Citizens Asso-
ciation; Fairlington Dental; Fairlington 
Presbyterian Church; and Jennifir Birt-
whistle, Realtor with Weichert, Realtors. 
Please support them as they have sup-
ported us.

•  �Leslie Frank, a dedicated early-morning 
market volunteer, for bringing cold 
water for shoppers to enjoy at the mar-
ket information booth! 

See you at the market! 

–Lynne Blasi

National Farmers Market Week is August 5–11. 
The Fairlington Farmers Market is planning fun 
activities to celebrate this special week. Join us! 
Courtesy United States Department of Agriculture.

New vendor Number One Sons has been a 
popular addition to the market, consistently 
attracting lines of customers. Photo by  
Guy Land.

Bring your food scraps  
to the market

Remember that we are a food scraps collection site 
and you can bring your food scraps and household 
organics for drop off (bring in a bucket or non-inked 
brown paper bags—please no plastic or compostable 
bags). We’ll take your leftover fruits, vegetables, nuts, 
breads/grains/pasta, egg shells, meat and seafood 
(including bones), coffee grounds, filters/tea bags 
(without the string), soiled paper products (includ-
ing paper towels/plates/napkins), cotton balls, house 
plants, and natural hair (no wigs please).

Meet a new market vendor and join us for special events
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Get fit this
summer
for only $59*

*See club for more details. Must be 18 years or older, local residents 

& first-time guest. ID REQUIRED. Some restrictions apply. 

Limited time offer 08.31.2018

Shirlington Village
2900 S. Quincy Street, Arlington, VA

703-824-0600    
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

RENOVATED GYM • NEW EQUIPMENT • OVER 60 STUDIO CLASSES PER WEEK INCLUDED!

Bring in this flyer for a

DISCOUNTED SUMMER RATE
and receive a
FREE Energy Club T-shirt 

FREE 60-minute Personal Training session 

FREE $20 gift card to Copperwood Tavern

We’re not the same old gym!

Call or visit www.theenergyclub.com for a 

FREE 3-DAY TRIAL!
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When Fairlingtonians gathered last month at the fire-
house and along S. Abingdon St. for the annual Fourth 
of July parade, they were continuing a long tradition of 
neighborhood celebrations and community activities. 

Fairlington’s 
first residents 
(1943–1945) 
had to be part 
of the World 
War II effort in 
order to rent 
their homes, 
creating an 
instant com-
munity. In 
the neighbor-
hood’s early 
years (1947–
1972), groups 

and events multiplied. Property manager Walter Hodges 
encouraged arts and crafts shows; Fourth of July parades; 
Memorial Day celebrations and cookouts; and a commu-
nity newspaper, The Fairlingtonian. A community theater 
group, The Fairlington Players, was established in 1947, 
and a host of other activities reflected the interests of 
residents: 

“Fairlington Travelers, the Fairlington Women’s Club, 
annual boat trips down the Potomac, Halloween parties, 
a bowling league, the famous Mrs. Fairlington Beauty 
Contest … Christmas tree bonfires, Kiwanis, Red Cross, 
League of Women Voters, American Association of 
University Women, Fairlington Civic Association, paper 
drives, church group meetings, and a modern dance 
troupe. For the children, there were Campfire Girls, 
Brownies, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Cub Scouts.”*

Since the conversion to condominiums in the 1970s, 
Fairlingtonians have continued to weave a rich fabric 
of neighborhood life. Informal village, courtyard, and 
pool parties have long been common. Potluck and grill 
dinners, winter storm shoveling and cocoa parties, 
springtime planting events, and Bloody Mary contests 
all continue to bring neighbors together. 

Original owner Bill Miller noted that his village (Arbor) 
“…holds two pool parties every summer. We also have 
Friday night wine and cheese get-togethers by the pool 
… as well as a couple of movie nights. I’ve taken walks 

on cold winter nights … and have noticed groups of 
neighbors holding parties around fire pits in their com-
munal front lawns.”

In Fairlington Villages, the condominium board aims to 
hold one event each month and to appeal to all types of 
community interests, from children’s activities, to events 
with broad appeal, to pet-centered gatherings. 

Across the community, the Fairlington Diners, Book 
Group, and Canasta players bring together residents 
with common interests. The MOMS Club of Arlington-
Fairlington VA© and Fairlington Babysitting Co-op unite 
neighborhood families. 

In recent years, the Fairlington Citizens Association and 
the Fairlington Historical Society have jointly hosted 
walking tours of neighborhood history and notable trees 
and are currently working together on the community’s 
75th anniversary celebration (Saturday, October 20).

Fairlingtonians past and present appreciate the unique 
neighborhood we all share. We seem never to run out of 
ideas for celebrating that and enjoying the company of 
our neighbors. 

—Cindy Kunz 

*Quotations from Catherine D Fellows, Fairlington at Fifty: May 1943–
May 1993 – The Catherine D. Fellows Memorial Edition. The Fairlington 
Historical Society, 2012.

Fairlington Players’ Tent Theater Festival – 1965. Courtesy 
William A. Dunston.

Mrs. Stokes and neighbor with mint juleps 
on the back stoop – 1955. Courtesy Donald 
Stokes.

Fairlington’s 75th lookback:  
Neighborhood celebrations and activities
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Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Arlington County Board Chair Katie Cristol and 
Board Members John Vihstadt and Libby Garvey (also 
a Fairlington resident) celebrated with our com-
munity during the Fourth of July celebration. This 
is the third year in a row that Cristol and Vihstadt 

have attended. Board members typically get multiple 
invitations to July Fourth events, so FCA was pleased 
that they chose to include Fairlington on their lineup 
of the day’s activities.  Photos by Guy Land and Michelle 
Woolley.

Three county board members celebrate July 4 with Fairlington

The FCA has selected a new date and 
location for its free outdoor movie 
night: Friday, September 7, around 
8 pm, at Abingdon Elementary 
School. The original May 18 date was 
rained out. The movie title will be 
announced in the September  
Bulletin, selected from among popular 
titles, “Moana,” “Coco,” or “ 
The Goonies.”

The location was changed due to 
ongoing Fairlington Park construc-
tion at the Fairlington Community 
Center. A large screen will be set up 
on the field, so join your neighbors for this end-of-sum-
mer community gathering under the stars.

The movie will begin at sundown (around 8 pm), but 
those attending are encouraged to come early and create 
a picnic. Bring your blankets, low chairs, and favorite 
theater snacks. Bug spray is always a good idea. Please 
note that alcoholic beverages are not allowed. There 
is plenty of space to set up with friends and family, 

and additional trash and recycling 
bins will be provided for your con-
venience. Please pick up your trash 
before you leave.

Residents are also encouraged to 
bring flashlights, camping lanterns, or 
phones equipped with a flashlight set-
ting to navigate their way home after 
the show. 

Though we are hoping for a beautiful 
September evening, there is always 
a chance the event will have to be 
rescheduled again because of inclem-

ent weather. In the event of cancellation, an announce-
ment will be made on the FCA website and Fairlington 
Appreciation Society Facebook page, as will the selection 
of a make-up date.

FCA is looking forward to sponsoring this family-
friendly event, and winding down the summer with our 
neighbors in Fairlington. We hope to see you there!

—Christine Chirichella

Last September’s first-ever outdoor movie 
night drew families to enjoy “A Princess 
Bride” on the big screen. Photo by  
Sheri Weathers.

Free outdoor movie night rescheduled  
for September 7
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A red, hot, and blue Fourth of July
Last month’s Fourth of July celebration was a truly great community event, 
drawing a large crowd despite the heat and humidity. An estimated 500–600 
people braved the temperatures to enjoy the annual festivities. 

Three county board members—Katie Cristol (board chair), John Vihstadt, and 
Libby Garvey—attended and spoke at the beginning of the parade. For the first 
time, the FCA rented a sound system to improve the crowd’s ability to hear the 
kick-off speeches.

The event was jointly sponsored by FCA and the Fairlington Villages condo-
minium association. Special thanks to the Fairlington Villages Activities Com-
mittee (co-chaired by Jennifer Gotcher, Warene Sheridan, and Susan Tatum) for 
organizing the event and making last-minute arrangements for the ever-popular 
ice cream. 

Thanks go as well to the Fairlington Villages board of directors and 
management staff for their support and coordination, Kay Houghton of 
Keller Williams Realty for providing bottles of water, and Robin Weinick 
for stepping up as the new organizer of the No Kid Hungry Bake Sale.

Despite recent budget cuts, the Arlington County Police Department 
helped to escort the parade, showing their continued support of the 
neighborhood. One of the most popular pre-parade activities for kids was 
climbing on the police motorcycles. Fire Engine 107 brought up the end 
of the parade, staying to let kids climb on board and explore. 

The parade opened with patriotic music from fifers John and Melissa 
DeWitt, whose lively playing encouraged an impromptu post-parade crowd 

sing-a-long. Hot dogs from the Swizzler food truck and donuts sold by Mama’s 
Donut Bites satisfied the crowd’s hunger after the parade. Photos by Guy Land.
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Save $150 off any service or project
valued at $1,000 or more. Or save
$50 off any project valued $500
or more. Discount will be applied
to your final statement. Not valid
with any other offers or on jobs
already in progress.

Mention promo code FVN2017

SAVE $150!
Scan to download our contact

info onto your device

GMG Services Corp  • Email: info@gmgservices.com  • Website: gmgservices.com or gmg.services  • Tel: 703-354-4270

Check our ratings

Better yet, ask your neighbors!

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

www.gmgservices.com
Click on “Request Estimate” tab

Our specialty is

We have successfully remodeled
hundreds in Fairlington

PLUS:
Basements  •   Patios & Walkways

Decks & Porticos   •   Custom Painting   •   Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Floors  •  Windows & Doors  •   Back-up Generators

Electrical & Plumbing  •   Cabinets & Countertops
Chair Rail & Crown Molding  •   Screened-in Porches

 Sunrooms  •  Custom Built-ins  •  Walk-in Closets & much more

“GMG Provided some of the best customer
services and quality work I have ever
received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”
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For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 20 years! 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

For the love of home! 

Coming Next 
Gorgeous Braddock in the Arbor

Beautiful Braddock in 
Fairlington Arbor.  1 BR/ 1 
BA Top floor

Completely renovated 
gorgeous white kitchen with 
shaker style cabinets,  
stainless steel appliances, 
tile floor and backsplash.  
Energy-efficient replacement 
windows and huge attic 
storage with pull down stairs. 
Great location just steps 
from metro bus and Farmers 
Market!  Assigned Parking 
and low condo fee!

$289,900 4416 S. 34th Street # B2
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A huge “thank you” to all the generous Fairlington fami-
lies and friends who baked and purchased homemade 
treats at the July 4th No Kid Hungry Bake Sale. In honor 
of past organizer Cathy Malin’s great leadership, we will 
proudly send $460 to Share Our Strength, bringing our 
16-year donation total to more than $21,000.

Cathy donated the use of her tent to help keep the hot 
sun off this year’s treats and volunteers. Since this was my 
first year as coordinator, we did not have a raffle as in years 
past. But thanks to those who expressed an interest in 
helping next year, we hope to be able to grow our efforts a 
bit next time around. 

I also appreciate the FCA and Fairlington Villages Condo 
Association/Activities Committee for incorporating the 
bake sale into the annual July 4th neighborhood celebra-
tion once again. If you would like to help with next year’s 
efforts, please contact me at rweinick@gmail.com.

—Robin Weinick

Robin Weinick enjoys her first year as No Kid Hungry Bake 
Sale coordinator, shown here with her family who helped 
volunteer. Photo by Guy Land.

The 2018 Fairlington FINS (Fairlingtonians 
Interested in Neighborhood Swimming) 
kicked off its three-week program in July. 
The FINS program is a regular summer 
fixture in Fairlington and is a fun way 
for kids to strengthen swim skills and 
encourage camaraderie and good sports-
manship. Photos by Carolyn Ericson, 
Fairlington FINS.

FINS swim again

No Kid Hungry: message from the new organizer
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ALSO COMING SOON - 1490 Barcroft, 35th Street 
Call BONNIE B. FOR A PERSONAL CONSULT

 |  (703) 801-7592
Hundreds of Happy Homeowners Served!

STUNNING 1 BED / LOFT
Modern Kitchen with Stainless Appliances 
28 x 8 Attic Storage and Reserved Parking

COMING SOON - LOVELY LOFT in MEWS!

SOLD IN 10 DAYS!

At King Street Chiropractic Well-
ness Center, we believe a full life 
and healthier you starts with good 
posture and correct body alignment. 
From initial evaluation to our person-
alized treatment plans, our goal is to 
keep you pain-free and moving confi -
dently at every stage of your life.

Whether you experience head-
aches, low-back or neck pain, gentle 
chiropractic care will get you feeling 

yourself again. Our comprehensive 
services including massage, on-site 
personal training, nutrition and stress 
management instruction are designed 
to keep you engaged and enjoying 
the activities you love.

We invite you to call 703.578.1900 
for a complimentary consultation. 
Experience how our program can 
keep you pain-free and enjoying life.

Let us keep you pain-free 
and on your toes with a 

complimentary consultation.

www.kingstreetwellness.com
703.578.1900

Dr. Je�  Borenstein         Dr. Steven Trauben

Bradlee O�  ce Building
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
(Behind the Safeway)
Alexandria, VA 22302

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years.



Our heating and air 
conditioning company 
will service, repair or 
replace your heat  
pump, air conditioner, 
furnace, or water 
heater.

Fairlington Residents!!

2% of every system replacement 
Frosty’s does in Fairlington will be 
donated to the local organization of your 
choosing. We are now also offering 60 
and 120 month low APR financing!

Frosty’s Is Giving 

Back to the 

Community and  

Is Letting YOU Pick 

Where the $$$ 

Goes!!

Frosty’s Salutes  
Our Troops!!

Don’t forget to ask about  
our military discount.

CALL NOW  703-671-9193
www.frostysinc.com



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

See your participating independent American Standard Dealer or visit AmericanStandardAir.com for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Available through participating independent 
American Standard dealers.  Special financing offers and regular rebates from $100 to $1,000 with the potential to add a $200 and/or $300 bonus. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States.  
Void where prohibited. Valid on qualifying systems only.  Offer expires 6/30/2018.  † In July 2016, readers of a national product testing and research magazine rated American Standard Heating & Air 
Conditioning’s air conditioners and heat pumps as the most reliable brand among leading manufacturers. 

 

(703) 671 – 9193 
www.frostysinc.com 
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Giant Hogweed in 
Parkfairfax causes concern

A Giant Hogweed was discovered in late June between 
two buildings on Martha Custis Dr. in a planting bed in 
the common element. Hogweed is known to be strongly 
phototoxic to humans, which means that its sap can 
cause extreme skin burns and even blindness if the eyes 
are exposed.  

Other plants that have been reported/suspected to be 
Giant Hogweed include Elderberry, Cow Parsnip, Thistle, 
Queen Anne’s Lace, Autumn Joy Sedum, Poison Hem-
lock, and Burdock. However, unlike these plants, the 
Giant Hogweed grows 10 to 12 feet tall with leaves up to 
three feet long. 

According to Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) 
Extension Agent Kirsten Ann Conrad, the Hogweed 
found in Parkfairfax had been there for quite some time 
and was part of a managed landscape. Conrad adds, “To 
date, we have not found seedlings or evidence of the 
Giant Hogweed spreading on its own. The plant should 
not stop people from going outdoors to enjoy the woods 
or gardening.”

If you spot a suspicious plant and are not sure if it is 
Hogweed, do not touch it. Report it to your condo 
office, as well as VCE, located at the Fairlington Com-
munity Center. Note the plant’s location and try to 
safely get a couple of pictures to show the plant’s size/
scale. A photo of the stem and underside of the flower 

would be helpful if pos-
sible. Email everything 
with your contact infor-
mation (name, address, 
phone number) to the 
VCE Horticulture Help 
Desk at mgarlalex@gmail.
com or text photos to 
703-539-9855. The help 
desk will review the pho-
tos and make a site visit if 
necessary. 

The plant found in Park-
fairfax was confirmed to 
be Giant Hogweed and 
removed for safety.

In addition to the Horticulture Help Desk, the Arlington 
County VCE runs many programs that benefit Fair-
lington, including Master Gardeners, 4-H Camp and 
afterschool programming, Energy Masters, and Master 
Food Volunteers. You can call the VCE helpdesk Monday 
through Friday, from 8 am to 5 pm, at 703-228-6414. 
Learn more at https://arlington.ext.vt.edu

—Christine Chirichella

Arlington Master 
Naturalist classes 

The Virginia Master Naturalist program prepares volun-
teers to provide education, citizen science, and outreach 
to conserve and manage natural resources and public 
lands.

Master Naturalist volunteers gain certification through 
state-approved natural history courses with a local focus. 
Recognized experts provide fun and interactive training 
in a wide range of disciplines such as ecology, botany, 
herpetology, ornithology, forest and aquatic ecosystems, 
and more. Volunteers must commit to at least 40 hours 
of service annually to become certified.

Arlington Regional Master Naturalists will hold train-
ing this fall, beginning September 4 through December 
18, on Tuesdays from 7 to 10 pm at Long Branch Nature 
Center in Arlington. Four Saturday field trips will be 
scheduled at parks around the area. Applications are 
due Wednesday, August 1. For more information and to 
complete an application, visit www.armn.org.

The Giant Hogweed, shown with a person for scale, can grow 
as large as 10 or 12 feet tall with three-foot leaves. Photos by 
Kirsten Ann Conrad.  

Giant Hogwood produces 
beautiful flowers, often 
mistaken for Queen Anne’s 
Lace or other plants.
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Put a "Different Approach" to Work for You

Trusted Advisor • Respected Peer • Proven Results

Jennifir Birtwhistle

703.835.1256  |  jennifirbirtwhistle@gmail.com  |  121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria

Realtor 
®

Proud Sponsor of Fairlington Farmers’ Market & 5K

ACTIVE

Sold Under Contract Sold

3230 Valley Drive, 
Alexandria

Parkfairfax 
Rare, Combined Unit
1,584 sq ft

4333 Gingham Court, 
Alexandria

Loftridge - End unit    
$492,500

4611 30th Road 
Arlington

Fairlington Villages  
Clarendon II

3234 Valley Drive 
Alexandria

Parkfairfax - Van Buren   
$385,900
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Fairlington Capital 
Bikeshare station to close

Due to low ridership, Arlington County’s Capital Bike-
share plans to remove the station at the Fairlington 
Community Center, at S. Stafford and S. 34th Sts. At 

time of press, the station was still in place, but removal 
will likely occur in late July or August.

This station ranked near the bottom of Arlington’s 92 
Bikeshare stations, with 546 trips in 2017. After removal, 
the nearest Capital Bikeshare stations to this location 
will be at S. Woodrow and S. 31st Sts. and N. Radford 
and Osage Sts., which are both 0.4 miles away.

The county will be posting a notice on the station at 
least two weeks before the move to inform customers 
about the move date and nearest stations, as well as 
alerting customers on social media. To learn more, visit 
www.capitalbikeshare.com.

Come to the Arlington  
County Fair

The annual Arlington County Fair is happening August 
15 to 19 at the Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 
3501 S. Second St. There is no public parking at the Fair, 
and parking on nearby streets is restricted to neighbor-
hood residents with temporary permits. A free shuttle 
and bike valet service is available. Visit http://arling-
toncountyfair.us for complete details including hours, 
vendors, and a map with shuttle information.

The Capital Bikeshare station at the Fairlington Community 
Center is closing due to low ridership. Photo by Guy Land.

The free family outdoor movie night 
has been rescheduled to Friday,  
September 7, at 8 pm on the  
Abingdon School field.

DEQ briefs Fairlington on 
chemical plume

On Monday, July 9, the Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) provided an update briefing on 
the status of the chemical plume that is under parts of 
South Fairlington in the Glen and Meadows, across from 
the Fairlington Shopping Center on Quaker Ln. 

The Fairlington Glen and Meadows Condo Associations 
hosted the meeting, which was moderated by Virginia 
State Delegate Mark Levine and Arlington County Board 
Member Libby Garvey. 

Delegate Levine has been working on this issue for 
months with concerned residents of the Glen.

The chemical plume is from a decades-old leak at a 
former (closed) dry cleaning store in the shopping cen-
ter. Unfortunately, leaks from old dry cleaners are not 
unusual in Northern Virginia. 

The plume has been mapped following testing of the 
subsoils in various locations. The primary risk is breath-
ing in vapors from the chemical plume that enter 
homes. Five affected homes have received sub-slab vapor 
extraction units, which are the same systems used to 
address radon.

Questions were raised about studying localized health 
risks, such as rates of cancers. However, such studies are 
usually difficult to complete due to privacy concerns, a 
transient population, and unclear causality.  

Going forward, DEQ is working with the owner of the 
Fairlington Shopping Center, the Glen and Meadows 
Condo Associations, and residents to identify and install 
permanent monitoring wells, and possibly implement a 
legally binding covenant to guard against future shifts in 
the plume that could affect more homes. The plume is 
expected to dissipate over several decades. 

Additional information is available on the Meadows 
website at www.fairlington.org/meadowsindex.htm and 
from DEQ at www.deq.virginia.gov.

—Kent Duffy
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Guaranteed Rate’s 
Red Arrow Experience  
gives your clients a clear edge
Strengthen your offer with full approval, quick closings and no hassle

Find your edge. Apply today at christian.hartung@rate.com

1Appraisal required for eligibility and subject to conditions. 
2Guaranteed Rate internal data based on a comparison of eligible files with/without automated asset verification use. Six day turn-time from RESPA Application Date to the issuance of final commitment letter. Guaranteed Rate cannot guarantee that an appli-
cant will be approved or that a closing can occur within a specific timeframe. All dates are estimates and will vary based on all involved parties’ level of participation at any stage of the loan process. Contact Guaranteed Rate for more information.
3Single-Family Homes in Residential Zones only: No accessory units or out buildings with considerable value; Some Rural, Coastal, and properties with excessive acreage may not qualify for Appraisal Express; Project must be previously approved for FHA; The 
market will dictate property complexity and comparable availability. Co-Ops and Multi-Family homes are not available at this time.
4Beware of cyber-fraud: Before wiring any funds, call the intended recipient at a number you know is valid to confirm the instructions - and be very wary of any request to change wire instructions you already received. A Guaranteed Rate employee will never 
provide nor confirm wire instructions.
Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current 
rates and visit www.guaranteedrate.com/restrictions for more information.

We’re always adding to our suite of proprietary technology. 
Streamline the homebuying process with our newest features:

Approval Express Appraisal Express

Automated Asset Verification FlashClose

Submit a stronger offer with fully 
underwritten approvals in as little as 4 hours.1

Close faster with accurate 
appraisals in under 48 hours.3

Save six days2 on the time to close with 
automated bank statement gathering.

Close in a flash with electronic 
document signing in advance.4

Christian Hartung
Branch Manager/ 
SVP of Mortgage Lending

211 N Union St, Suite 240 
Alexandria, VA 22314

NMLS ID: 483527; LO# DC - MLO483527, MD - Licensed, VA - MLO-36461VA

Let’s get started

O: (703) 659-1903   C: (202) 360-8773

Rate.com/christianhartung

christian.hartung@rate.com

NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • DC - Lic #MLB2611 • MD - Lic #13181 • VA - Guaranteed Rate, Inc. - Licensed by Virginia State Corporation Commission, License # MC-3769
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Applications for 2018–19 
Tree Stewards now  

being accepted
The Tree Stewards of Arlington and Alexandria are vol-
unteers dedicated to improving the health of our urban 
trees through educational programs, tree planting and 
care, demonstrations, and tree maintenance throughout 
the community. New volunteer training at the Fairling-
ton Community Center and other locations will be held 
on Tuesday evenings, 7 to 8:30 pm, starting Tuesday, 
October 2, 2018, through April 30, 2019, with some 
Saturday mornings.

Fun and interactive training is provided by recognized 
experts in tree care and citizen advocates. Sign up now 
to learn how to care for trees on the streets, in parks, at 
schools, churches, temples, and in your neighborhood.

Classes are limited to 25 people and there is a fee of 
$120, but scholarships are available. For more informa-
tion and to complete an application, visit www.treestew-
ards.org or email info@TreeStewards.org.

Creative Arts Camp@
Fairlington

Do you have a child between the ages of eight and 11 
who loves to paint and draw? If so, consider Arlington 
County’s Creative Arts Camp at the Fairlington Commu-
nity Center! Each two-week session has its own themes 
and activities and includes up to two field trips for a 
well-rounded experience.

Campers spend their days experimenting with various 
materials and techniques, building foundation skills to 
bring artwork to a whole new level ... think drawing, 
painting, sculpture, print making, book making, mask 
making, and multi-cultural arts.

Participants must bring lunch, a snack, and clothes 
they can get messy. Two-week sessions run through 
August 19, from 8 am to 3 pm daily. The cost is $520, 
and an extended day from 3 to 6 pm is available for an 
additional $92. For camp details, contact Sheri at 703-
228-6492 or sbarth@arlingtonva.us. Visit https://parks.
arlingtonva.us/programs/summer-camps/ for full details.

Pool party in the Mews

In June, Fairlington 
Mews hosted a pool party 

on a rare sunny day in 
the middle of all the rain 

that month. Photos by 
Guy Land.
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SUSAN CRAFT
Realtor, Licensed in Virginia
Lifetime Member  
NVAR Top Producer Club
Cell 703-216-4501
EFax 703-717-5811 
Office 703-549-9292 ext 381
susan@susancraft.com
www.susancraft.com

FEATURED PROPERTIES
S U S A N  C R A F T ’ S  R E C E N T

Copyright 2018 - McEnearney Associates, Inc. REALTORS. Source: MRIS® a Bright MLS. Data deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

McEnearney Associates REALTORS® – THERE WHEN IT COUNTS 
109 South Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 703.549.9292

ARLINGTON FOREST 
117 Park Drive N 

Arlington, VA 22203
SOLD $1,010,000 | Spacious and 
completely renovated North Arlington 
Forest with Master Suite Addition. 
Style and elegance at every turn.

OLD TOWN GATEWAY
966 N Washington Street 

Old Town Alexandria, VA 22314
SOLD $866,000 | Bright, sunny 
corner three-level townhouse with 
private, fenced slate patio with 
garden. Two parking spaces.

CAMERON STATION
400 Cameron Station Boulevard #400 

Alexandria, VA 22304
SOLD $385,000 | Patio Condo Home 
has private courtyard patio, extra tall 
windows, open floor plan, deluxe 
kitchen and baths. 2 garage spaces.

FAIRLINGTON 
4301 35th Street S

Arlington, VA 22206
SOLD $420,000 | Historic Fairlington, 
END Townhouse condo has windows 
galore, hardwood floors, updated 
kitchen and private brick patio.

PORTO VECCHIO 
1250 S Washington Street #716

Old Town Alexandria, VA 22314
SOLD $510,000 | Double master suite 
condo with renovated kitchen, wood 
burning fireplace, built-in bookcases, 
enclosed balcony and garage parking.

BELLE HAVEN
6219 Arkendale Road
Alexandria, VA 22307

OFFERED FOR $750,000 | Charming 
one level single family house on 
quarter acre lot with updated kitchen. 
Lovely back yard patio with pergola.

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

UNDER
 

CONTR
ACT
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In late May, the Arlington County Board unanimously 
adopted a policy framework for Four Mile Run Valley 
(4MRV), the area along Four Mile Run in Shirlington. 
Preserving the Shirlington Dog Park’s size and character, 
improving Jennie Dean Park, and maintaining the area’s 
light industrial business mix are key elements.

The framework highlights the overall vision and concep-
tual plans for the area and identifies the policy-related 
actions needed to realize that vision. 

“Developing the foundation for an Area Plan for the 
mostly industrial part of Four Mile Run Valley, and a 
Park Master Plan and design guidelines for both Jennie 
Dean and Shirlington Parks and the Shirlington Dog 
Park, while coordinating with the Nauck Town Square 
design was a heavy lift, but it allowed the community 
to comprehensively work on a long-range vision for the 
whole area,” said Arlington County Board Chair Katie 
Cristol.  

The policy framework honors the county board’s guid-
ance last year that that there be no major changes for 
the Shirlington Dog Park, Arlington’s largest dog park. 
Instead, the park will remain in its existing condition, 
with improvements over time. 

The framework envisions minor physical improvements 
and other actions that address erosion and water quality 
issues. These include increasing vegetative buffers, plant-
ings along the stream bank, and trash receptacle avail-
ability, while limiting access to the Four Mile Run to 
defined points. In addition, a pilot program to address 
rooftop stormwater run-off will be developed. 

Jennie Dean Park
For Jennie Dean Park, also used by a number of Fairling-
ton residents for baseball games, the policy framework is 
designed to make it easy to access amenities adjacent to 
the diamond fields, including the restroom, playground, 
small and large picnic shelters, and athletic courts.

Park improvements include lighted diamond fields 
along S. Nelson St. The adult softball diamond can also 
be used as a youth rectangular field. A playground and 
restrooms will be placed along Four Mile Run Dr. 

A lighted basketball court, lighted tennis court, and 
large picnic shelter will be added to the area just south 
of the WETA parcel that is adjacent to the park and that 
the county has said it will acquire.

Development and land use
The 4MRV contains some of the last industrially 
zoned land in the county. The framework stresses the 
importance of preserving these existing industrial uses. 
At the same time, it encourages the expansion of arts 
uses within the area, including the evaluation of an Arts 
and Industry District.

While the framework rejects a call for more structured 
parking (garages) due to the cost and land requirements, 
it suggests alternatives for maximizing on-street parking 
and broader changes in the street design of Four Mile  
Run Dr.

Other components recommend sidewalk improvements 
to enhance pedestrian access and steps to facilitate 
bicycle use of the W&OD and Four Mile Run Trails.

The overall framework will now guide county staff 
and the community in developing the details for a 
Park Master Plan and a general Area Plan, including an 
implementation matrix that will generally outline the 
timing and phasing of improvements or county actions.  

Work on the framework by a series of citizen advisory 
committees, including civic association representatives, 
began over two years ago and involved more than 30 
meetings. 

—Guy Land

Courtesy Arlington County.

County board approves policy framework for 4MRV
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Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the Neighborhood  
on the Listing • Broker’s Open • Open Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach  
Education: UVA Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public  
Relations (Georgetown))  • Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (Third Generation)  
3rd Generation NOVA Realtor •  Military Relocation Professional Certification • Contractor List 
Transaction Coordinator • Interior Designer Consult

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional, eXp Realty
703-963-4505 • Marlene.hall@gmail.com 

Licensed in Virginia and DC
20130 Lakeview Center Plaza Suite 400,

 Ashburn, VA 20147

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

Five Star ratings on Zillow

What I offer:

LOW INVENTORY! TIME TO SELL IS NOW!!

You are AWESOME!!! I will refer 
you to everyone!!! -Betsy 

(seller client, whose house is under contract 
before hitting the market)

(4 offers) • 7853 Danby Dr,  
Annandale, VA 22003  
3 bed, 2 bath, 1080 sq. ft.

Under Contract 
in 4 days:

Under Contract Before 
Going on the Market!!

Coming Soon:
Jenkins Row • 1BR/1BA 

coming soon (mid-July)  

1391 Pennsylvania Ave 

SE, Washington DC 20003

3423 S. Wakefield 
Street,  
Arlington, VA 
22206 
(Fairlington)

Also let's include the other Park-
Fairfax homes that I sold:

Martha Custis and Holmes

3304 Martha Custis Dr3746 Holmes Lane • 
Washington unit 
 2BR/1 BA • patio 

Sold: Sold:

BRINGING YOU HOMEANN WILSON HOMES
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Mark your calendars!
The Abingdon School News column is taking a sum-
mer break, but save the date for the Abingdon Back-
to-School Picnic and Potluck, scheduled for Monday, 
September 3, from 12 to 2 pm. All Abingdon families, 
staff, and alumni are invited back for our annual picnic 
on the Abingdon grounds. This is a great opportunity 
for students to see old friends and welcome new ones. 
For more information, contact the Abingdon PTA at 
abingdonelementaryPTA@gmail.com.

—Jeni Hornback

Hi, I’m Buttercup. I am a five-year-old blonde Chihua-
hua that weighs only four-and-a-half pounds. I’m a 
girly-girl who likes pink, flowers, 
and bows, even the occasional 
pearls. I moved into the Mews 
in 2014 after I was rescued from 
a shelter in South Carolina and 
adopted through Homeward Trails 
Animal Rescue. 

I love food, treats, walking, and 
shopping. You may have seen me 
“walking” in the Mews, Arbor, 
and through the Village to Shir-
lington. Actually, I let my owner 
do the walking—I prefer to ride 
along in a backpack or carry bag. 
It’s my favorite thing.

I’m more interested in people than dogs. Anyone who 
gives me a treat becomes a life-long friend. I like to sit in 

the sun and look out our storm 
door into the court. If I see one 
of my human friends go by, I will 
squeal and spin circles.

I hope to see you around 
Fairlington!

—Lori Whiteman

“Pets of Fairlington” spotlights pets 
living in the neighborhood. Want 
your pet to be considered? Email 
editor@fca-fairlington.org and we 
will notify you with details if your 
special pet is chosen for an upcoming 
column.

Animal Talk
Pets of Fairlington: Meet Buttercup

Students enjoyed face painting at last year’s back-to-school 
picnic. Photo by Carrie Lewis.
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Greetings! My name is Juan Villanueva, and I spent 18 years working full time 
for the late Victor Sison of FAIRLINGTON MAINTENANCE SERVICE, learning 
construction and repair from the ground up. If you knew Victor, then you know 
me, and it will be my pleasure to serve you! I have worked in hundreds of 
Fairlington homes. Specializing in bathroom and kitchen remodeling!

★GREAT PRICING★ ★FREE ESTIMATES★ ★GREAT REFERENCES★ 

Call TODAY at (703) 307-4022 or angelvillanueva33@gmail.com 

ANGEL’S 
HOME REMODELING 

IN FAIRLINGTON
(703) 307-4022

Working with Victor Sison, Juan installed two beautiful 
bathrooms and a stunning new kitchen in my home. I am 
happy to recommend him.

“
” —Ben Herring, 

Fairlington owner and resident since 1991

 ► All-new kitchens
 ► All-new baths 
 ► Repairs of any sort
 ► Granite countertops & 
backsplashes

 ► Ceramic, granite & 
marble tiles 

 ► Painting
 ► Plumbing
 ► Hardwood fl oors
 ► Crown molding 
 ► Drywall
 ► Electrical work…
 ► And much more!

*Restrictions apply. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget 
Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.  Each franchise independently owned and operated.

We’re Budget Blinds, and we’re North America’s #1 
provider of custom window coverings. We do it 
all for you; design, measure and install — because 
we think everyone, at every budget, deserves style, 
service, and the peace-of-mind of the best warranty 
in the business. 

Style and service with North America’s #1 choice.

Call now for your free in-home consultation!

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

20% OFF
for all Fairlington Residents* 

571.645.5077
www.budgetblinds.com/Arlington

Budget Blinds of Arlington & Alexandria
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners gather a couple of times a month 
for relaxed dinners nearby. We focus on having a good 
meal and an opportunity to chat with neighbors. In 
June, we re-visited Laporta’s in Alexandria for excellent 
seafood dishes.

Here’s what’s planned for August:

Wednesday, August 8, 6:30 pm, Union Street Public 
House, 121 S. Union St., Alexandria, 703-548-1785, 
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com. Occupying a reno-
vated Colonial warehouse, the restaurant has been serv-
ing revolutionary American cuisine since 1986. 

Monday, August 20, 6:30 pm, Ramparts Tavern & Grill, 
1700 Fern St., Alexandria, 703-998-6616, www.ram-
partstavern.com. We’ll return to this perennial local 
favorite on a Monday, when they offer a special price on 
hamburgers (and turkey burgers, and the occasional fish 
burger) with the purchase of any beverage.

Please call Carol at 703-379-6840 if you plan to attend 
and leave a voicemail if you don’t reach her—include 
your name and how to contact you the day of the event. 
If you want to receive a copy of these notices early in the 
previous month, email carol_dabbs at yahoo.com. 

Book Group
Join the Fairlington Book Group in August to discuss 
Magpie Murders: A Novel by Anthony Horowitz.

“Anthony Horowitz’s Magpie Murders is catnip for classic 
mystery lovers… With its elegant yet playful plotting, 
Magpie Murders is the thinking mystery fan’s ideal sum-
mer thriller.” —Time Magazine

“An ingenious funhouse mirror of a novel sets a vintage 
‘cozy’ mystery inside a modern frame.” —The Wall Street 
Journal

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins. No commitment required! We are meeting on Tues-
day, August 28, at 7:30 pm in the Fairlington Commu-
nity Center, 3308 S. Stafford St. We hope you’ll join us.

Card Players Welcome
Join your Fairlington neighbors for a friendly game of 
Canasta. Some card playing experience is helpful, but we 
are happy to teach you the rules of Canasta. The group 
meets Tuesday mornings at a local church hall near Fair-
lington. Call Carol Ann at 703-931-8533.

Fairlington Babysitting Co-op
If you are looking for a night out without the kids, or 
an afternoon to yourself, join the Fairlington Babysit-
ting Co-op. For more than 30 years, Fairlington families 
have been exchanging free babysitting services using a 
card system. It’s perfect for parents who would like to 
know dependable adults to watch their children and 
meet other families in the community. Email fairlington.
babysitting@gmail.com to join.

Fairlington MOMS Club®

The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fairlington VA© is a group 
for moms of young kids to find friends, get support, and 
have play opportunities for the kids. The Club partici-
pates in a number of annual service projects to help our 
community, four big annual parties, routine playdates 
and crafts, and moms’ night outs. We have a great list-
serv for sharing advice and connecting to other Fair-
lington families. We welcome all moms!  Please email 
fairlingtonmomsclub@gmail.com for information on 
joining and visit us online at www.fairlingtonmomsclub.
com. $30 in annual dues goes to support the club’s work 
and service projects. The MOMS Club of Arlington-Fair-
lington VA is the local chapter of International  
MOMS Club®.

Mark your calendar for Fairlington’s 
75th anniversary celebration on 
Saturday, October 20.
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703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA

Fairlington Window & Door 
SAA&C Contracting, LLC 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

VA Class A License #2705129199  

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 

We’ll beat any licensed 
contractor’s offer on 
kitchen or bathroom  
renovationWe’ll beat 
any licensed We’ll beat 
any licensed contractor’s 

We’ll beat any licensed 
contractor’s offer on 
kitchen or bathroom  
renovations by 10%!  

HAPPY VALENTINES  DAY 

 

Sq 
   CELEBRATE 
   ST. PATRICK’S 

 
 

CELEBRATE 
ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY WITH A 
NEW KITCHEN  

REMODEL 

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10% 

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 12 years 

703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling 
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Down to earth
patio gardening
August may be the most neglected 
month in the landscape. It’s the 
second-hottest month of the year 
here (July is hotter by about two 
degrees according to several weather 
websites) and therefore, people spend 
little time on their patios. Even under 
an umbrella, it can be like an incuba-
tor with no breeze.

So, when we’re not “gardening,” 
plants have little company and 
little water. Factor in vacations, 
college visitations, and the back-to-
school craze, and a garden becomes 
forgotten.

Additionally, August isn’t the most 
dramatic month, color-wise in the 
landscape. Aside from Roses (all col-
ors), Rose of Sharon (all colors) and 
Spirea (pink), most other flowering 
specimens are dormant.

So now is the time to use your 
imagination.

Trellises 
One of my customers installed iron 
trellises that open like interior room 
dividers. On them, she hung color-

ful decorations like butterflies, sala-
manders, and faces of the sun. This 
display outdid the nearby potted 
perennial and annual plants (Coral 
Bells, Coleus, and Begonia). And, 
as a backdrop, the trellises were far 
more attractive than the pinewood 
fence panels (new and yellowish  
but stark).

Speaking of trellises, something 
I’ve noticed this year are miniature 
ones, maybe two-feet-tall by one-
foot-wide, that hang on the fence 
post. At the base is a small iron 
basket that holds potted plants. So, 
with this element, you have decora-
tive iron (with a filigree look) and 
greenery (potted plants with trailing 
stems), all in one. 

Fountains 
For sound, try a fountain. One easy 
option: If you have an electrical out-
let (usually in the brick wall below 
the dining room window), plug in 
a fountain and set it on the ground. 
Surround it with low-lying ground 
cover plantings (Pachysandra, 
Astilbe, Coral Bells, Liriope, Ajuga, 
Lamium, Japanese Forest Grass, or 
Hosta) for a natural look. Just listen-
ing to the water gushing should cool 
you off, at least in your mind.

Decorative façades 
Since so many air conditioning 
compressors sit inside the patios 
and take up valuable space, here’s 
a decorative idea. Instead of totally 
hiding it with a lattice structure 
(sometimes garish), install one 
façade of a picket fence (two-feet-tall 
by four-feet-wide) in front of the 

compressor. Just build it six inches 
away from the unit to provide  
air flow. 

Then, plant Morning Glory seeds in 
front of the façade and watch the 
needle-like vines crawl all over the 
wood. In time, you’ll see royal blue, 
trumpet-like flowers with yellow 
throats. Morning Glory doesn’t need 
constant irrigation, which is key if 
you’re away this month.

Just remember, even if you have 
drought-tolerant plants (Juniper, 
Euonymus, Boxwood, Laurel, Bar-
berry, Yew, or other evergreens), 
it’s wise to water. Ask a neighbor to 
water your plants if you’re away. 
Even established plants need a drink 
with our high heat indexes.

 —Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

Creative summer garden ideas

Morning Glory.

Roses on a trellis. Photos courtesy 
Pixabay.
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Your protection
is personal. 
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business. 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  © 2016 Nationwide NPO-0194M1.2 (01/16)

      Michael L. Travis      
TRAVIS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.       
(703) 931-6677       
travism@nationwide.com               

CLOVER SERVICES
PLUMBING • HEATING • AC

(703) 352-2701
www.cloverco.com

EST. 1981A+

Wanna Get Lucky?

Mention you saw this ad and receive a 5% discount off your total bill!

35564 Get Lucky 3.625x4.625.indd   1 2/8/18   12:47 PM
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Walter Reed project goes 
out for bid 

Last year, Arlington County began implementing a new 
lane realignment at Arlington Mill Dr. and S. Walter 
Reed Dr. as part of a larger improvement project in this 
area along Four Mile Run Dr. The key change realigned 
westbound Arlington Mill to one left-turn lane and one 
right-turn lane in order to improve crossing for bicyclists 
and pedestrians.

The project is designed to improve transportation 
facilities and encourage more bicycle and pedestrian 
trips, improve access to Shirlington, and better support 
motorists and county service vehicles that rely on this 
connection. 

Here’s a quick update on the project:

•  �The underground utilities have been relocated on S. 
Walter Reed Dr. between S. Arlington Mill Dr. and S. 
Four Mile Run Dr., clearing the way to begin construc-
tion on the project later this year.

•  �All of the easements and permissions that are required 
to build the project have been obtained. County staff 
continue to pursue securing the last easement (Shell 
station), which is preferred but not required, for the 
project. This is anticipated to be resolved soon.

•  �Five construction bids were received for the project. 
At time of press, staff were preparing to send the con-
struction contract to the May 19 Arlington County 
Board meeting to seek approval to award the project.

•  �Traffic operations at the S. Arlington Mill/S. Walter 
Reed intersections have been stable since the end 
of 2017. Staff will continue to monitor the project 
through implementation and will adjust, if necessary, 
to further improve traffic flow.

For complete project details, visit https://projects.arling-
tonva.us/projects and search “South Walter Reed Drive 
Improvements.” 

 

IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual and business income    
taxes, provide tax advice, and      
respond to IRS and State tax letters.  
 
Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience.  

   

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545.  www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com   

The Area’s Best Property 
Management Company

703.836.6116
aaronseekford@gmail.com

Contact us today!

Family Owned & Operated since 1984

ARLINGTON REALTY
Family Owned Since 1984 • Serving VA, MD & DC

Traffic operations have been stable with the new lane 
alignment at the intersection of Arlington Mill and S. Walter 
Reed. Photo by Guy Land.
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Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes. 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years. Convenient evening 
and weekend hours. 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents. Visit www.
cpa-coker.com for more information, 
directions.  Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included. 
(703) 931-3290. 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers: Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more. Private session or create a 
class. www.moorethanyoga.com. 
703-671-2435.

IRS ENROLLED AGENT can prepare 
your individual and business income 
taxes, provide advice, and respond to IRS 
and State tax letters. Bookkeeping and 
Small Business / Government Contractor 
support services too. Former Fairlington 
resident with 25 years of experience. 
Flexible time and place appointments. 
Visit www.alexandria-tax-bookkeping.
com for more information, or call 
Christine at  703.407.7545

Mini-ads Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’S LANDSCAPING. Is 
now in its 29th year installing and 
maintaining patio landscapes and 
hardscapes in Fairlington. Bill Sullivan 
grew up in the area and holds a 
graduate certificate in landscape design 
from the U.S.D.A. Graduate School in 
Washington, D.C.  E-mail or call Bill for 
a free consultation. Billsullivan41@gmail.
com or 571.213.9567. 

Home 
Improvements

HANDYMAN.  Windows, glass, clogged 
drains, storm door repairs, fixtures, 
garbage disposal installation, etc. Dave 
Pearce. 703-201-6303.

WINDOW REPAIR. Best prices. Quality 
work. Check my ad on new vinyl 
windows! Dave Pearce. 703-201-6303.

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service. Your Fairlington  
specialist. Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal. 
Free design services. Free estimates. 
VA. Class-A lic./ins., fast turn around 
time. 20 years N. Va. Experience. Joel 
703-929-4676. 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE.  Master 
electrician.  Lights, fans, panel 
replacements. Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC  703 314 1287 
info@allegroLLC.net

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc. Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering. 25 years experience. 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. References 
available. Free estimates. Steve Chute. 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450. 
Chute285@aol.com.

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall. Class A license. Call Mario 703-
501-7506. mzambrana60@yahoo.com

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs. Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting. Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www.
staplesremodeling.com.

GRD REMODELING AND HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS. All your remodeling 
needs inside and out from kitchen, 
baths, basements, wood and ceramic 
floors to patios, fencing, electrical, 
plumbing. Free estimates. Call John 
Williams 703-395-2121. 

GRACE & ALBERTO. Alberto Matias 
Construction. Serving Arlington and 
Alexandria since 1989. New Patios, Side 
Walks - Stone- Natural Brick- or Pavers.
Power wash. gracedelcarmenmatias@
gmail.com or 703-795-4506.

WITT CONSTRUCTION. Kitchens, 
baths, built-in cabinetry and design 
consultation. Licensed/insured. 
Fairlington resident. 703-626-6429. 
garywitt44@gmail.com

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.
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HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced. Good references. Flexible 
scheduling. Reasonable rates. We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp. We bring our 
own equipment. Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices. For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335.

Pet Services
PET & PLANTCARE BY GERRI, 
LLC. Reliable, loving care for your dogs, 
cats, rabbits, birds, or fish. Petsitting, 
playgroups, walks, feedings, medications. 
Indoor/outdoor plantcare. Established 
1999 by 19-year Parkfairfax resident; 
bonded and insured. Competitive 
rates; flexible arrangements. Call/text 
703-629-1970.

HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services. homealonefelines@gmail.com; 
703-671-5504; www.hafr.org

RUNNING RENOVATOR. Well, it’s 
August and it’s really hot outside! 
Let’s get to that to-do list! I specialize 
in drywall/plaster repair, painting, 
staining, and caulking. I live in nearby 
Delray, so if you drop me a line, I’ll run 
right over! (Perhaps I’ll drive, given the 
heat!) running.renovator@gmail.com. 
Robert Tetrault 904-673-2719. Excellent 
references available.

House Cleaning
MICHELE’S MAIDS.  Reliable, honest, 
affordable. BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE.  Window cleaning 
now available.  LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED.  15 years in Fairlington. 
Fairlington references available.  No 
Machines to talk to. 703-820-1808 Visit 
our website at www.michelesmaids.net

FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
703-820-8635. We are family owned and 
operated serving Fairlington since 1978. 
Your neighbor is our best reference. 
Call for a free estimate and detailed 
explanation of our service.

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 

Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the  
10th of the preceding month (August 10 for  
September issue).
•	 Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens 

Association.” 
•	 Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop 

off at FCA drop box.
•	 Send checks via regular mail or drop off at FCA 

drop box.
Email: admanager@fca-fairlington.org

 
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, 
VA 22206-0182.
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 
3308 S. Stafford St. (Hours: 8 am – 9 pm, M-F, 
8 am – 5 pm, Saturday; closed Sunday.)
Cost: 50 cents per word. Examples: “998-0000” and 
“stove” = one word; “interior/exterior” = two words.
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, 
email address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for 
options).

Enhance your community 
by volunteering for FCA 
activities.

For sale:  
Fairlington ornament

Celebrate Fairlington’s 75th anniversary 
with a brass-plated commemorative 
ornament. The price is $10 each. To 
order, email rsayres@yahoo.com to 
indicate purchase quantity. Come to an 
FCA monthly meeting to pay and pick 
up. For now, we will accept cash or check 
only (payable to FCA).

Join the Fairlington 
conversation on Facebook 
at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society.

Worshiping Christ the King
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 

1801 North Quaker Lane • CTKAlexandria.org

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at  

www.fca-fairlington.org.



Long & Foster Falls Church/Arlington  
Real Estate Sales Office 

 
6299 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 

22044 
 

Office Phone Number: 703.998.3111 

Listed for Sale $334,900 

2903 Dinwiddie St 

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/1BA Georgetown 

Pat Shannon 571-237-4767 

Listed for Sale $314,500 

1301 Arlington Ridge Rd #607  

Arlington, VA 22202 

1 BR/1BA  

George Charuhas 703-999-2109 

Listed for Sale $393,000 

4333 34th St #A1 

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA Barcroft 

George Charuhas 703-999-2109 

Listed for Sale $480,000 

4643 30th Rd S  

Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/1BA  Clarendon 

Alex Boston 571-533-9566 

Listed for Sale $464,900 

7002 Quander Rd   

Alexandria, VA 22307 

3 BR/1 BA 

Harry Bowen 904-738-4419 

Listed for Rent $1,700/month 

112 Roberts Ln #101 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

2BR/1BA 

Dayna Wagner 703-477-7268 

Listed for Sale $199,900 

1830 Columbia Pike #412  

Arlington, VA 22201 

1BR/1BA 

Pat Shannon 571-237-4767 

Listed for Sale $227,900 

1300 Army Navy Dr #710 

Arlington, VA  22202 

1BR/1BA  

Faryal Rashid 703-981-2734 

Listed for Rent $2,100 

939A Rolfe St  #A 

Arlington, VA  22204 

2BR/2BA 

Barbara Kirkland 703-405-5920 


