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Police captain to brief residents  
on crime in Fairlington

Capt . Scott Linder, the community outreach 
commander for the Arlington County Police 
Department (ACPD), will give a presentation 
on community crime and safety to the Fair-
lington Citizens Association (FCA) monthly 
meeting on April 14 .

Residents will have the opportunity to ask 
questions and learn more about best practices 
for keeping Fairlington safe . 

Community discussion of crime in Fairlington 
resurfaced this past month after a vehicle was 
spotted following women and children out on 
walks both on the north and south sides of 
the neighborhood . A man in a Jeep Cherokee 
with expired tags reportedly shouted at sev-
eral women and tailed them closely in his car . 

The incident was posted on the Fairlington neighborhood Facebook page 
and generated 98 comments from residents sharing concern, offering help, 
and reporting similar experiences with the same man and car . Several of the 
women filed police reports and the suspect was found and arrested . Charges 
were not filed, as no criminal behavior occurred . 

According to Linder, residents can avoid becoming victims of crime by stay-
ing aware of their surroundings and being vigilant in locking their doors, 
removing valuables from vehicles, and not leaving cars empty and running 
or with keys in them . 

“The most recent crimes of concern in the county are a rise in carjackings 
in the Crystal City area and overall larcenies from autos and stolen cars in 
Arlington,” said Linder . 

Linder also suggests following the “9 P .M . Routine” promoted by the ACPD . 
The routine advises making a daily habit of securing valuables, locking 
vehicles and doors, and enabling alarm systems . 

Residents interested in learning more about crime prevention in Fairlington 
should join the live monthly meeting at 7 p .m . on Wednesday, April 14 on 
the FCA Facebook page . 

—Regina Bethencourt

Continued on page 1

Capt. Scott Linder has served 
with the ACPD for more 
than 25 years. Photo courtesy 
http://police.arlingtonva.us.
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Coming up
The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings that occur on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Fairlington Community Center (3308 S . 
Stafford St .) unless otherwise noted . Before the beginning 
of each monthly Executive Board meeting, FCA mem-
bers have three minutes to address the board on matters 
affecting the community . Due to COVID-19, meetings 
are being held virtually and streamed on FCA’s Facebook 
page .

FCA monthly meeting April 14 
Special presentation:  Capt . Scott Linder, of the Arling-
ton County Police Department, will discuss crime and 
safety in Fairlington .

Regular board business: 

Meeting minutes: Minutes of prior meetings can be 
found on the FCA website .

Online resources:
Find more information on the FCA website  
www .fca-fairlington .org . Sign up for updates delivered to 
your inbox .

Find us on Facebook at Fairlington Citizens 
Association .

Find the latest AFB online at the FCA website the week 
before hard copies hit doorsteps .

Web design by Web design by Avatar Tech LLC, 
Alexandria, VA, www .avatartech-llc .com .

•  Approval of March  
minutes

• Unfinished business

•  Officer and  
committee reports

• New business

Fairlington Citizens Association
PO Box 6182 • Arlington, VA 22206-0182

571-403-1943 • president@fca-fairlington .org

Board of Directors
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Jennifer Davies, Vice President
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Fairlington Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee

Chair: Ed Hilz • 703-379-6435 • treasurer@fca-fairlington .org
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—— DEADLINE ——
6 PM, 10th of month preceding publication month for 

commercial advertising, mini-ads, and editorial copy .
Editorial announcements, story suggestions, and letters to 

the Editor should be sent to: afbeditors@yahoo .com .

Ad payment can be sent to: FCA • PO Box 6182 • 
Arlington, VA 22206-0182, locally dropped-off at the drop 
box in the Fairlington Community Center, 3308 S . Stafford 

Street, Arlington VA 22206 or pay via PayPal to  
fca .fairlington .ads@gmail .com . Ad file(s) should be 

included with payment and emailed to the Ad Manager at 
fca .fairlington .ads@gmail .com .

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and checks made payable to FCA are due the 10th 

of the month preceding desired publication date . Direct 
inquiries regarding advertising file requirements to the 

Advertising Manager at 571-403-1942 .

Ad Size Height Width Rate
1/8 page 2 3/16 in . 3 5/8 in . $47
1/4 page 4 5/8 in . 3 5/8 in . $94
1/2 page 4 5/8 in . 7 .5 in . $195
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Publication of advertisements in no way implies an endorse-
ment by FCA or its board members of the advertisers’ prod-
ucts or services . AFB reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement based upon either content or artistic expression . 
The opinions expressed by columnists and letter writers are 
theirs and should not be taken as reflecting the opinions of 
FCA or its board members . AFB reserves the right to edit or 
refuse contributions . All photographs are © copyright the 
photographer or source identified .

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright © 2021, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by More Vang .

USEFUL CONTACTS
If you see something immediately  
alarming or suspicious, call 911 .
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-746-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 811
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www .arlingtonva .us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traffic/streetlights/index .htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Mike Lucier (VA 8th Dist .)
 202-225-4376

http://www.avatartech-llc.com.
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president’s 
Message

Did you know that Fairlington Citizens Associa-
tion’s (FCA) monthly meetings are livestreamed 
over Facebook? When the county closed the 

Fairlington Community Center in response to COVID-19, we moved 
our meetings online, but to make them transparent and accessible we 
started streaming them over our Facebook page: www .facebook .com/
FCAcivic .

Because this is a public page, you do not have to have to login to a Face-
book account to watch . During the meeting we encourage residents to 
type their comments or questions in the chat box, and we try to work 
through them as they come in . We also plan to start posting the record-
ings of the meetings on our YouTube channel in addition to Facebook . 

Several of you have told me that you’ve watched some of our meetings . I 
encourage more of you to do so . That will help us better engage with you .

April’s meeting, which will feature the Arlington County Police Depart-
ment (ACPD), would be a good time to give this a try . 

Fairlington has always enjoyed a good relationship with the ACPD . Even 
though our neighborhood has been a low-crime area compared to some 
other parts of Arlington, the police have always been very responsive to 
us . In addition, several ACPD officers live in Fairlington and generously 
offer us informal suggestions on how to handle neighborhood issues . 

Whether it be an occasional string of car break-ins (or, more accurately, 
things stolen from cars whose owners left them unlocked) or, as was the 
case last summer, incidents of white nationalist stickers being placed 
on county stop signs in Fairlington, ACPD has been quick to address 
concerns of our residents .

Part of FCA’s responsibility is to facilitate the community’s relationship 
with the ACPD . We have historically invited police representatives to 
visit with us, though COVID-19 disrupted that last year . I was pleased 
when Capt . Scott Linder, head of the ACPD’s Community Resources Sec-
tion, offered to visit our civic association . 

We expect to discuss both general county crime issues and trends and 
more Fairlington-specific things, such as the reported incident a few 
weeks ago of a vehicle with expired tags allegedly following residents . 
Capt . Linder’s group also includes school resource officers with Arling-
ton Public Schools . 

You can help determine the topics that the police will discuss through 
your online Facebook questions at the meeting . So join us on April 14 
for a conversation with the Arlington Police .

Guy Land, FCA President  
president@fca-fairlington .org

Calendar
Fairlington Knits!
Monday, April 5, 6:30-7:30 p .m .
Monday, April 19, 6:30-7:30 p .m . 
See page 25 for details

FCA monthly meeting
Wednesday, April 14, 7 p .m .
Virtually on the FCA Facebook page

Fairlington diners
Thursday, April 29, 7 p .m .
See page 25 for details

Book group
Tuesday, April 27, 7:30 p .m .
See page 25 for details

Kids and parents kick soccer balls on 
the Fairlington Community Center field 
during a few days of record-breaking 
warm weather in early March. Photo by 
Guy Land.

World cup trainees  
enjoy spring weather
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Contact Us For A Free 
Second Opinion!

(703) 671-1001    offi  ce@fairlingtondental.com
4850 31st St S, Ste A, Arlington, VA 22206

 Painless anesthesia wand

 TVs, iPods, warm neck pillows

 Mercury-free crowns and fi llings

 Invisalign orthodontics

 TMJ/Sleep apnea solutions

I have been a patient of Dr. Rogers 

for more than 15 years 
and cannot imagine having anyone 

else take care of my dental 

health. He and the entire staff  are 

simply outstanding and provide 

excellent patient care.
– Janene, Arlington, VA

Dr. Rogers is a leading edge 

dentist. He keeps up with the 

latest technologies 

and implements them into his 

practice. Even my latest crown 

was practically pain free! 
– Patty, Fairfax, VA

I had a great experience. The staff  was 

extremely friendly and helpful. 

I felt welcomed and comfortable the 

whole time I was in the offi  ce. The 

hygienist and the dentist explained 
everything to me in full detail and 

spoke to me honestly about my options.

– Erik, Arlington, VA

fairlingtondental.com

Dr. Michael Rogers
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Spring vaccine brings  
signs of return to pre-pandemic normal 

This past month brought a new wave of normal activity 
throughout the neighborhood—a marked contrast from 
the social panic and abrupt cancellations of March 2020 .

Many Arlington Public School (APS) students returned 
to a hybrid-model of in-person and virtual learning, 
Arlington Little League welcomed young players back to 
the fields, and sidewalk cafes and parks were bustling . 

Toilet paper, hand sanitizer, and antibacterial wipes can 
now easily be purchased . And by the end of April, it 
may be possible to see small groups of people gathering 
safely without masks if everyone in the group is fully 
vaccinated . 

While full normalcy is likely several months away, 
residents are optimistic that warmer months may bring 
social events and the regular opening of swimming 
pools . 

An improved effort 
between the Arlington 
County Public Health Divi-
sion (ACPHD) and Virgin-
ia’s Department of Health 
(VDH) has increased capac-
ity to provide COVID-19 
vaccinations to more resi-
dents, including residents 
in the “1b” phase who are 
aged 16–64 with underly-
ing conditions .

During his talk at FCA’s 
March 10 monthly meet-
ing, Arlington County 
Board member, Takis 

Karantonis stressed that every Arlington resident, regard-
less of age or employment, should now pre-register for 
the vaccine, including the general public . 

Those pre-registered will receive an email and/or text to 
sign up for a vaccine slot based on prioritized popula-
tions . Karantonis stressed that the more residents register 
for the vaccine, the better the ACPHD can prepare and 
respond to demand . 

Registration does not require any documentation regard-
ing legal status, but proof of Arlington residency will be 
asked prior to receiving the shot . Karantonis also spoke 
about ramping up county efforts to engage hard-to-
reach communities, including setting aside 10 percent of 

the vaccine supply to Arlington Free Clinic . 

Responding to Fairlington resident questions on estab-
lishing mass vaccination sites, Karantonis said the cur-
rent sites can administer up to 14,000 vaccines per week, 
so there is ample capacity .

For Fairlington residents, 
the Walter Reed Commu-
nity Center is the closest 
county vaccination site 
and several in the neigh-
borhood have recently 
gone there to get their 
shot . Shots may also be 
obtained at several CVS 
locations in the area . 
Fairlington resident Stacey 
McGinnis received her 
first dose of the Moderna 
vaccine in March . 

“Getting the vaccine just 
filled me with so much 
hope; hope that our chil-
dren will soon be back to 
their school and activities 

full-time and that we will be with out-of-town families 
again,” she said . “Hope that we can travel, eat out in res-
taurants, get back to church and do all the little things 
we have lost out on over the last year . It’s a good feeling 
to be hopeful again .” 

While many Fairlingtonians are looking forward to 
expanded opportunities to travel, work, and dine, there 
are still many communities in Arlington that have been 
more adversely impacted by the pandemic, particularly 
those in the service sector working in small businesses 
such as salons and cafes, as well as those in the hospital-
ity industry . 

The Abingdon parent-teacher association (PTA) has part-
nered once again with the local non-profit Real Food for 
Kids to provide weekly meals to several families in the 
area, including Park Shirlington . 

“They are able to provide around 100 fresh healthy 
meals to families in the community that continue to 
struggle during the ongoing pandemic,” commented 
Abingdon PTA President Jackie Winklevoss .

—Jenn Davies

Fairlington resident Stacey 
McGinnis takes a selfie 
after her first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Photo by 
Stacey McGinnis.

People wait in line outside 
the Walter Reed Community 
Center for their vaccinations. 
Photo by Jenn Davies.
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Board member discusses county  
revenue shortfall from pandemic restrictions

County Board member Takis Karantonis joined Fair-
lington Citizens Association (FCA) Board members on 
Zoom during the monthly meeting on March 10 . Well 
into his first year on the county board, Karantonis spoke 
candidly about issues impacting Arlington and Fairling-
ton . Referring to Arlington civic associations as one of 
his natural environments, he expressed admiration for 
FCA’s work in the community and spoke fondly of ped-
aling through Fairlington . 

With the budget season underway, Karantonis acknowl-
edged that it was a “tough and restricted year .” Arlington, 
however, has not suffered as much as other communities . 
Even with a significant decline in commercial tax reve-
nue, a robust housing market has helped offset the losses .

“We are resilient,” Karantonis stated . 

Current difficulties include the shrinking of the county 
government employee base, as retiring officials are not 
being replaced . Unfilled positions can result in poor 
service efficiency . Karantonis used the lack of movement 
on Fairlington’s Fire Station 7 as an example . 

Karantonis observed that several sectors of the economy 
have been particularly hard hit as a result of pandemic 
restrictions, especially transportation, hospitality, and 
small businesses . 

“Seventy to eighty percent of the population will be 
well, but for those people who lost jobs, it will be a lon-
ger time to recover,” he said .

As a result, Arlington’s Department of Human Services 
(DHS) will receive strong budget funding to help support 
impacted residents . 

Looking ahead, Karantonis recognized that Fairlington 
was located adjacent to “the most economically vigor-
ous corridor” in the region because of the arrival of 

Amazon . He acknowledged that with all the opportuni-
ties that lie ahead, there will also be challenges, particu-
larly with respect to transportation and school capacity . 
He remarked that the county will need to address these 
challenges thoughtfully . 

Karantonis spent significant time discussing the status 
of Park Shirlington and plans for redevelopment . He 
confirmed that the previous proposal presented in 2019 
was no longer being considered and that the county 
exercised the option to buy the southern parcel (the side 
closest to I-395) . He stressed that the county has not 
bought it outright, but has reserved the option to do so 
in the future as a back-up . 

“Government is not meant to be a landlord . We need to 
find the right developer .” Currently, there are no imme-
diate plans for any changes to the north parcel (closest 
to Abingdon Elementary School) . 

Karantonis did re-emphasize the county board’s priority 
of maintaining or increasing affordable housing as well 
as avoiding any displacement . 

FCA Treasurer Ed Hilz asked Karantonis how the county 
was assessing the impact of increased density on traffic 
in the area, particularly down 31st St . S towards Shirling-
ton . Karantonis recognized that the county needed to 
do more . 

“Park Shirlington and Fairlington need to revisit trans-
portation plans,” he said . 

FCA President Guy Land followed up by asking if Karan-
tonis could offer any relevant lessons regarding public 
transportation based on Karantonis’ experience with 
Columbia Pike redevelopment . Karantonis proposed a 
shifting of priorities, from providing options to every-

County member Takis Karantonis, third from left, joined FCA Board members Bobby Calise, Julie Butler, and Lydia Redway at 
the virtual March FCA meeting. Photos by Guy Land.

Continued on page 9
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www.gmgservices.com

Request an Estimate:

www.gmgservices.com
and click on “Request Estimate” tab

Email:
info@gmgservices.com

Call:

703-354-4270

PROUDLY SERVING THE FAIRLINGTON

COMMUNITY SINCE 1985!

Our Speciality is Bathrooms and Kitchens
We have successfully remodeled hundreds of bathrooms and
kitchens in Fairlington Village and throughout Northern Virginia.

Plus:
Finished Basements • Sunrooms • Screened-in Porches
Patios & Walkways • Decks & Porticos • Custom Built-ins
Cabinets & Countertops • Custom Painting • Hardwood Floors •
Ceramic Floors • Windows & Doors • Chair Rail & Crown Molding •
and much more…

We care about your safety and well being

These are uncertain and challenging times, but we are OPEN and
available to help with your home remodeling and repair needs. Our
longstanding and unyielding commitment to providing you with the
best and SAFEST customer experience, while we are working in your
home, is something we have always taken great pride in. And that
dedication is stronger than ever. Just one reason we have been the
“go-to” home remodeling contractor in the Fairlington community for
over 35 years!

Because your safety, health, and peace of mind is our top priority,
you can rest assured we are taking every precaution to ensure your
safety and well-being. We have asked all members of our team to
wash their hands repeatedly throughout the day and requested they
do not come in to work if they feel sick or if they have a fever. They
have also been instructed to be extra vigilant to wipe down all
surfaces before, during, and after their shifts, to wear protective
gloves and masks, and to support the social distancing guidelines
with homeowners and co-workers.

Until this crisis is over, we will continue to monitor the developments
set by the CDC and our local governments and will make any
necessary adjustments to our practices to keep you safe.

We support our community and feel that it is everybody’s job to limit
risk of exposure and spread of COVID-19 and in that light, we en-
courage you to take advantage of telephone, Facetime, and video
consultations for all your home improvement needs.

Please visit us at www.gmgservices.com and click on the
“Request Estimate” tab or email us at info@gmgservices.com

“GMG provided some of the best customer service and
quality work I have ever received…”

“Our kitchen is beautiful!”

“It was a pleasure dealing with a company that places
high priority on customer satisfaction…”

READ WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE TO SAY:
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Activities resume at Wakefield High School 
In-person learning (two days 
per week) resumed at Wakefield 
High School mid-March . School 
administration and the Parent 
Teacher Student Association 
(PTSA) have been working hard 
to keep students and parents 
connected to the school and to 
welcome incoming freshmen . 

Many of these freshmen are 
Fairlingtonians and several 
have been attending Arlington 
Public Schools (APS) together 
since kindergarten at Abingdon 
Elementary School .

Athletes completed a success-
ful winter sports season—‘fall’ 
season runs through mid-
April, followed immediately 
by spring sports . Principal 
Dr . Chris Willmore provides 
monthly updates during 
Saturday morning PTSA Zoom meetings . The PTSA has 
sponsored two ‘Cozy Up for Winter’ library events, 
enabling students and neighborhood families to pick 
up free books and treats . Wakefield continues to serve 
as a meal distribution point . 

The PTSA is also currently running the annual Wake-
field Plant Sale, with proceeds funding teacher grants to 
enrich students’ learning experiences . These important 
grants cover supplies, theater tickets, metro fares, profes-
sional development, admission fees for conferences, and 
more .

Previous grants awarded include: 

Public Service Support: supplies for students to make 
sandwiches for A-SPAN, a homeless services center .

Cultural Enrichment: an on-site workshop by a 
professional ceramist, Metro fare for High Intensity 
Language Training students to attend National Mall 
activities, and field trip theater tickets (‘Harriet,’ ‘Ay 
Mariposa’) .

Enriched Learning: a field trip to the Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center, support for students 
attending the Model General Assembly, t-shirts for ‘Lati-
nas Leading Tomorrow’ conference .

Professional Development: ‘Sources of Strength’ peer 

leader training, ‘Assembly of 
Literature’ conference for the 
Wakefield librarian .

The sale has historically 
grossed $7,000–$9,500 each 
year . In 2020, $7,500 was 
raised even with the pandemic 
eliminating on-site sales . 
Roughly $4,000 in grants was 
distributed prior to school 
transitioning to a remote-only 
model . On-site sales are cur-
rently planned for this year, 
including the ‘famous War-
rior tomato’ seedlings raised 
by Wakefield parents for the 
event . 

Online pre-ordering is still 
open through April 4 (www .
wakefieldptsa .org/plantsale), 
with all orders to be picked up 
at Wakefield on the day of the 

sale, Saturday, April 24 .

—Michelle Diller

In-person learning has returned to Wakefield High 
School, as well as annual events, like the plant 
sale to benefit teachers. Photo courtesy http://
wakefieldptsa.org. 

one everywhere, to a more strategic master transpor-
tation approach focused on increased ridership . He 
referenced the City of Alexandria’s approach—they are 
making a new transportation plan that is based primar-
ily on the criteria of frequency, speed, and availability .

Karantonis concluded his discussion by listing his top 
priorities: housing, economic development, and the 
climate crisis . 

FCA Vice President Jennifer Davies asked him to elabo-
rate on the county’s commitment to residents facing 
housing and food insecurity, including pending evic-
tions . Karantonis said that “every penny we invested 
in eviction protection will remain,” noting that federal 
government initiatives have helped . 

Currently Arlington’s eviction protection program has a 
budget of $8 .3 million . While robust, Karantonis noted 
that it was “sobering to be aware of how insecure many 
residents are .” 

—Jenn Davies

Board member, continued from page 7

http://wakefieldptsa.org
http://wakefieldptsa.org
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ON AVERAGE ,  OUR

LISTINGS SOLD IN

101.6%

77 HOMES

WE SOLD

8 DAYS

YOUR HOME COULD BE NEXT! 

Call Kay for a no-obligation

home worth evaluation today.

KW Metro Center | 703.224.6000 | 2101 Wilson Boulevard,  Suite 100 | Arlington, Virginia 22201

This is not intended to solicit property already listed. If you are currently represented by another brokerage or firm, please disregard. 

Each KW office is independently owned and operated.

703-CALL-KAY (225-5529) • khassociates.com

IN THE PAST YEAR IN FAIRLINGTON ,

AND FOR

OF LIST PRICE

. . .
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Plant a native plant this spring
Why choose native? Once established, native plants 
need less water and no synthetic fertilizers or pesticides 
because they evolved here and are used to the environ-
mental conditions .

Unlike plants that humans have brought to North 
America from elsewhere, native plants also provide host-
ing services for butterflies and other insects that lay eggs 
only on native plants, sometimes on just one species . 
The more native plants, the more adult butterflies we see 
and the more future generations will increase . 

The caterpillars and other insects that develop from 
these eggs also feed birds; in fact, most young birds can 
only eat caterpillars and insects . 

Our native plants are also some of the most beautiful . 
For those interested in cultivating more native plants 
at home, the most important thing to consider is the 
amount of sun available .

Some of our Fairlington patios have more sun, some 
have less . Gardeners who have paved patios can grow in 
containers, while others can grow in the soil .

Here are five great perennial native plants for shady 
patios and five great perennial native plants for patios 
with sun or partial sun . All of these plants tolerate clay 
soil and dry soil . As always, the “right plant, right place” 
mantra means that gardeners will have more success if 
they make sure the plants they choose are right for the 
conditions they have . Remember perennials will come 
back yearly, and many self-seed . Native plants need a lit-
tle time to establish – they “sleep” the first year, “creep” 
the second, and “leap” the third .

Five native plants for shade (less than 4 hours of direct sun) 
or part shade (4 to 6 hours of sun, mostly before midday)

• American Alumroot (Heuchera americana)
• Red Eastern Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis)
• Marginal Shield Fern (Dryopteris marginalis) 
• Moss Phlox (Phlox subulata)
• Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)

Five native plants for full sun (6+ hours direct sun) or partial 
sun (4 to 6 hours of sun, including some afternoon sun):

• Blazing Star (Liatris spicata)
• Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa)
• Eastern or Orange Coneflower—looks like Black-eyed 

Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida)
• Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)
• Threadleaf Coreopsis (Coreopsis verticillata)

For more information and images of these plants, see the 
Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia Tried and True 
Native Plant Selections at https://mgnv .org/plants/ and 
Plant NOVA Natives at https://www .plantnovanatives .
org .

—Tina Byrd & Leslie Cameron

Feel free to send comments or questions to fortheloveofna-
ture@googlegroups.com and follow Fairlington Gardening 
Community on Facebook.

The sun garden in Fairlington Arbor with Black-eyed Susan 
and Blazing Star. Photo by Tina Byrd.

Nature
For the love of

https://mgnv.org/plants/
https://www.plantnovanatives.org 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org 
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Silva Construction Group, Inc 
(703) 350-0180 / (703) 297-2854 

www.silvaconstructiongroupinc.com 
 

CLASS A CONTRACTOR 
Design-Build Firm 

One stop place for your 
convenience 

 

Attic Additions, 
Kitchen, Bathrooms, 

Skylights, 
Egress Windows 

Now, NARI MEMBER 

Entire Home 
Renovations 

Electrical, Plumbing, 
Waterproofing 

Small Improvements, 
Patios, Painting, 

Flooring, Insulation, 
Windows & Doors 

National Association of The 
Remodeling Industry 

 
 

Stuck at home-facing challenges with 
your current space? 

Take a deep look and schedule a phone or 
virtual consultation. 

Coronavirus did not stop the majority of 
home renovations 
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Fairlington cat is lost and found
On January 30, Figaro, a Nor-
wegian Forest Cat who lives 
with Carol Bazan-Spencer in 
the Mews in South Fairling-
ton, was reported missing on 
Facebook . Figaro, who likes to 
walk around in especially cold 
weather, experienced snow 
confusion once the flakes 
started to fall . He was gone for 
two troubling nights . 

More than 400 comments on 
Facebook were logged before 
the good news that he had 
been found was shared to 
anxious and concerned resi-
dents . Fairlington Pet Profiles 
is thrilled to have an exclusive 
interview with this extraor-
dinary feline whose outdoor 
adventure captured the hearts 
of the community . 

Why did you want to go out in 
the snow on January 30? Where 
did you go?

I actually went out before the snow started . Once the 
ground was covered, I couldn’t find my way home . I was 
a bad boy and crossed Stafford St . to go play by the pool 
area .

How did you end up at the pool? And how did you get in 
without a pool pass?

I like it over there as no one is around this time of year 
and especially not so early in the morning . I do not 
believe in a pool pass since I can easily squeeze through 
the fence .

Did you get anything to eat while you were there? Did you 
see any other cats or dogs? Were you ever scared?

I caught a bird one day . I love other cats and dogs . 

I cross over to the pool area 
because on my side of the street 
there is a mean cat that likes 
to scratch my nose . My human 
mom gets worried when I come 
home with scratches .

How were you found? And what 
was the first thing you did when 
you got back to your warm home?

A nice lady named Becky was 
walking her dog and saw me . 
She sent a message to my human 
mom who came running to get 
me . It was 10:30 at night . I am so 
happy that mom came to get me 
from the pool . I cuddled with her 
all the way home .

What advice do you have for lost 
cats or dogs looking for their pet 
owners?

Just keep meowing or barking! 
Someone will notice you and get 

the message to your human . 

Next time you go out in winter weather, would you wear a 
jacket like dogs wear these days?

Oh no, I am a Norwegian Forest Cat and have a lot of 
fire in me . I am made for the cold weather .

What do dogs need to know about cats? 

Cats rule, dogs drool . (Hah!) Actually, I love most dogs . 
Especially the big ones . I have a doggie friend that lives 
in my court that I like to play with . We can all get along . 
Humans can too . 

Fairlington
pet profiles

A cozy Figaro studies the camera intently as he is 
unsure what to think of his photo shoot. Photo by 
Carol Bazan-Spencer.

Interested in sharing your pet with Pet Profiles? 
Contact afbeditors@yahoo .com .
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HTTP://WWW.SENEGENCE.COM/LIPSFORGRACE

Robin Mott 
VIRGINIA FIELD LEADER

SENEGENCE INTERNATIONAL

Spring.

Let's rejuvenate your skincare.

FREE DELIVERY
FREE CONSULTATION

MICHELLE BLAKE YOGA

Poor posture? Achy back? 
Would you like to feel better?

571-309-1845

“The physical and mental boost I feel 
after taking Michelle’s classes has been 
essential to my overall health and 
well-being, especially during the 
pandemic.”  - Natalie R.

Virtual sessions. Private & Semi-private.
28+ years experience. E-RYT 500.

helping you move and feel better

Dianna L. Bentley
YOUR NEIGHBOR, YOUR REALTOR®

Long & Foster, Old Town Alexandria
Licensed in VA and DC
U.S. Army, Retired
(703) 899-0677
dianna.bentley@longandfoster.com
Member, NVAR Top Producer’s Club, 2020

Pssst...PEEPS wanna buy your home!
I have buyers searching for a home 

like yours!  With low inventory 
and high demand, you have the 

advantage.  Call, text, or scan below 
to connect with me and let’s chat!
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Fairlington pools strategize 2021 opening
The status of the 2021 summer pool season is a looming 
question for Fairlington residents as the weather warms 
and the number of COVID-19 cases dwindles across the 
state . 

Last season, some neighborhood pools opened late and 
with restrictions and some declined to open at all . The 
primary pool challenges cited by the various condo 
associations were the lack of availability of lifeguards 
(most Fairlington pools use international students as 
lifeguards) and the legal ramifications if a COVID-19 
outbreak were to occur due to a pool-related exposure . 

After diligent research and planning, most Fairlington 
condo associations managed to open pools after mid-
June last year when Virginia entered phase two of Gov-
ernor Ralph Northam’s “Forward Virginia” plan for the 
safe removal of public health restrictions . 

“We initially consulted with our attorney and insurance 
company and then had our attorney revise our pool 
contract,” said Renee Powlette, the board president of 
Fairlington Mews . “We then opened a few weeks late, 
recruited lifeguards from in the neighborhood and on 
Facebook, and hired a cleaning company to clean the 
bathrooms and surfaces every day .” 

Most pools restricted guest passes to residents-only, can-
celled all social events, and required a sign-up system to 
reduce the number of people at the pool at one time .

Given the success of the 2020 season (zero known 
COVID-19 exposures attributed to Fairlington pools), 
pool lovers can keep their hopes high for a fun summer . 

We caught up with Fairlington condo association pool 
committees to ask them a few questions about their 

plans for the 2021 season . The following chart shows 
plans by neighborhood:

Did you open in 2020?

Fairlington Arbor: Yes

Fairlington Mews: Yes

Fairlington Meadows: Yes

Fairlington Green: Yes

Fairlington Commons: Yes

Fairlington Glen: Yes

Fairlington Villages: No

What were your biggest challenges?

Fairlington Arbor: The toughest part was trying to abide 
by all of the county and state health regulations and the 
shortage of lifeguards . We thought it could be done if we 
could bring the community together and be part of the 
solution . We put together a volunteer task force of 34 
residents willing to help us with the process of opening 
the pool . That’s what made it possible . We had to follow 
the six-feet rule, we removed furniture to minimize the 
transmission risk, and only allowed one person at a time 
in bathrooms .

Fairlington Mews: After we got organized, we had no 
issues . We even got lots of compliments for the life-
guards we recruited locally .

Fairlington Green: Maintaining the COVID protocols of 
masking when on the pool deck .

Fairlington Commons: It was a lot of work to put proce-
dures in place to comply with Virginia guidelines and 
the CDC . We had to achieve that balance of wanting to 
open the pool with making sure that we’re complying 
with all of the guidelines .

Fairlington Glen: The biggest challenge was attracting 
enough local lifeguards . 

The other challenge was around monitoring the number 
of residents who signed up each week . With limitations 
on attendance, the committee wanted to ensure fairness 
without having to be “the pool police .”

Fairlington Villages: N/A

Residents cool off in the socially distanced Fairlington Glen 
pool during summer 2020. Photo by Guy Land.

Continued on page 16
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Pool, continued from page15

What are your hopes for the 2021 pool season?

Fairlington Arbor: We are hoping that with the increased 
vaccination process, the government and involved agen-
cies relax the guidelines for aquatic facilities so that we 
can get closer to a normal summer . 

Fairlington Mews: More flexibility . We may allow visitors 
and may host FINS .

Fairlington Meadows: The Meadows pool opened suc-
cessfully last July, following the Virginia Department 
of Health guidelines and limitations . The pool will be 
opened again this summer, in accordance with the 
requirements that the Virginia Department of Health 
issues for swimming pools and outdoor gatherings . We 
are unable to speculate what those will be at this time . 

Fairlington Green: We hope to open on time .

Fairlington Commons: We intend to open on Memorial 
Day weekend as normal . 

Fairlington Glen: We hope to be able to increase capacity . 
We will continue to work closely with our pool contrac-
tor and follow the guidelines of the CDC and the State 
of Virginia .

Fairlington Villages: Fairlington Villages fully intends to 
open our pools this year and have an enjoyable and safe 
2021 pool season .

Any big changes at the pool this year?

Fairlington Arbor: We will be implementing the same 
restrictions but we hope we won’t have to use volun-

teers this year . Hopefully we can increase capacity, but 
it depends on the guidelines of the government . Things 
are looking positive . 

Fairlington Mews: No, we will be implementing the same 
policies as last year .

Fairlington Green: No big changes . The Board is still dis-
cussing what COVID protocols will be required .

Fairlington Commons: We have been working with the 
pool committee and pool contractor to put in the same 
procedures as last year: waivers, screening, etc . 

Fairlington Glen: We want to accommodate more resi-
dents for longer periods of time . We plan to continue 
to use Signup .com to manage online reservations . We 
are working to determine the appropriate number of 
people . Currently, the guidelines are 75 percent capac-
ity while still maintaining social distancing . Our best 
guess is 30–45 per 2-hour time slot (less 15 minutes for 
sanitizing) . We plan to enable residents to reserve one 
slot seven days a week . Also, we are working on plans to 
open the baby pool for one family at a time .

Fairlington Villages: The Board of Directors and Manage-
ment began planning for the pool season right after the 
holidays . In late January a working group of community 
volunteers was formed to assist in the development of 
recommendations for the upcoming season . This year 
we will be implementing a pool reservation system, 
social distancing and capacity requirements, disinfecting 
protocols and Assumption of Risk Relating to Coronavi-
rus/COVID-19 forms .

A pre-pandemic party at the Glen pool shows a typical 
Fairlington summer. Photo by Guy Land.

Fairlington Meadows starts pool preparations in late 
March; getting ready for a 2021 opening. Photo by Regina 
Bethencourt.
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Did you/will you plan to have a  
mask policy in place at the pool?

Fairlington Arbor: We require masks while walking in the 
pool facilities, but once in the pool we didn’t require 
masks . We focus more on social distancing . 

Fairlington Mews: Last year no masks were required and 
that will be the same this year .

Fairlington Green: We have not yet finalized what 
COVID related rules might be in place and will seek 
input from the County .

Fairlington Commons: We required masks when entering 
the pool enclosure and while checking in, but no masks 
as long as people were social distancing on the pool deck 
and no masks in the pool .

Fairlington Glen: Yes, based on current CDC guidelines, 
people entering the pool complex will be required to 
wear a mask . There is no mask requirement while in the 
pool or when sitting on the pool deck socially distanced . 
This is the same policy that was in effect for the 2020 
pool season .

Fairlington Villages: Yes, masks will be required .

Do you plan to have pool furniture available for use?

Fairlington Arbor: We provided umbrellas but no pool 
furniture . Residents brought their own . We will be 
implementing the same restrictions .

Fairlington Mews: We used our pool furniture once the 
evidence came out that surface spread was not an issue . 
The policy will be the same this year . 

Fairlington Green: We have not yet finalized what 
COVID related rules might be in place and will seek 
input from the County .

Fairlington Commons: Pool furniture was not allowed 
last year, but we are thinking of allowing pool chairs in 
marked-off, socially distanced groups . We would have 
Clorox wipes available for guests to wipe down the 
chairs if they want to .

Fairlington Glen: We are still finalizing these plans . The 
initial thought is to use some existing pool lounges and 
chairs . It will be the responsibility of residents to sanitize 
the furniture between uses . 

Fairlington Villages: Right now no pool furniture . Folks 
can bring their own . As local, state, and federal guidance 
change so will ours .

Anything you want to add for residents eager to hear 
news about their upcoming pool season?

Fairlington Arbor: If you are looking for a summer job 
and a way to help the community, High Sierra Pools is 
hiring lifeguards .

Fairlington Mews: We’re hoping for another great year .

Fairlington Green: We hope for the residents to have an 
enjoyable summer .

Fairlington Commons: We are working hard to ensure a 
successful 2021 season at Commons pool .

Fairlington Glen: Recreation passes for 2021 will be dis-
tributed to each household by mid-May in advance of 
the Glen pool opening on Saturday, May 29 . 

If you know anyone interested in working as a lifeguard, 
please contact Atlantic Pools, Inc . at 703 .941 .1000 or 
atlanticpoolinc@aol .com .

Fairlington Villages: Fairlington Villages uses its newslet-
ter and social media to keep our residents updated on 
pool season plans . We recently conducted a survey to get 
community input and its results will be summarized in 
our April newsletter and will be considered as we com-
plete our pool season plans .

We reached out to all the condos with general questions 
and we constructed this Q&A out of their responses. Not all 
associations provided specific info on each item and we have 
made a good faith effort to preserve the meaning and inten-
tion in each answer.

A sidewalk artist lifts spirits with a drawing outside the 
Fairlington Mews pool during summer 2020. Photo by Guy 
Land.



Fairlington Residents!! 

Our heating and air conditioning 

company will service,  

repair or replace your heat 

pump, air conditioner, furnace, 

or water heater. 

Like us on Facebook for helpful tips, and surprise discounts! 

https://www.facebook.com/FrostysHeatingandCooling/ 

CALL NOW 703-671-9193    

www.frostysinc.com 

Frosty’s Salutes Our 

Troops!!  
Don’t forget to ask about our 

military discount!!  

 

 

 

 

Keep your HVAC system in 

top shape! 

Sign up for an annual maintenance 

agreement now!  

 



 

Frosty’s Heating and Cooling, Inc.  

3013 Colvin Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

703-671-9193 

www.frostysinc.com 

Happy Easter from your friends at Frosty’s! 

Spring is finally here! Call to schedule your spring check up 

today! 
The safety of our customers and staff is Frosty’s #1 priority.  Our technicians are 

fully equipped with the proper protective gear.  If anyone in your home has ex-

hibited signs of illness & you have a scheduled appointment, we ask that you 

please call our office to re schedule in an effort to keep our technicians safe & 

further preventing the spread of the virus. 

 

Offering short term financing at 0% interest  

Call TODAY!  



LANDLORDS:
GET 2 FREE 

MONTHS
Management Fees!

Filling 
 Vacancies

Fast

ArlingtonRealtyManagement.com

703.836.2525

MyPropertyMgr@gmail.com

Contact Us Today!

With over 37 years of extensive advertising and 
experience in Northern Virginia, we will get your 

property filled with quality tenants – FAST.



We Treat Your Home 
Like It’s Our Own!
We treat every customer like they are part of our 

family. Other companies may off er similar services 
but our services come with a personal touch.

additions • fi nished basements • fl ooring 
custom kitchens • custom bathrooms

family owned and operated
VA License #: 2705153626

We take care to provide our customers with high-quality 
services, personalized for their unique needs.

Jackie Aker, 
Owner

703-599-0715
Jackieaker703@gmail.com



18 www.fca-fair l ington.org

Since beginning my own Life After Fairlington search
I've helped OVER 30 FAIRLINGTON FAMILIES find their next home too!

If you're curious about what Life After Fairlington looks like for you - visit LifeAfterFairlington.com 
and sign up for my curated list of recommended properties - delivered weekly to your inbox.

Cell: 703.772.9524
Office: 703.390.9460
Lauren@LaurenKolazas.com
www.LaurenKolazas.com

FORT HUNT

SOUTH ARLINGTON

WEST SPRINGFIELD

FALLS CHURCH

NORTH ARLINGTON ALEXANDRIA

I N T R O D U C I N G

Just imagine yourself in one of these amazing neighborhoods!

LAUREN KOLAZAS - helping you get from where you are to where you want to be.
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County plans Shirlington Rd. bridge improvements
In late January Arlington County unveiled an advanced 
concept design for maintenance and improvements to 
the Shirlington Rd . bridge between Arlington Mill Dr . 
and Four Mile Run Dr . The project will add a parallel 
pedestrian and bicycle crossing to the west of the exist-
ing bridge structure .

Plans envision a 15-foot multi-use trail with enhanced 
pedestrian treatments at the intersection of Shirlington 
Rd . and Arlington Mill Dr . and at Shirlington Rd . and S . 
27th St .

Currently pedestrians and bicyclists using Four Mile Run 
Trail in either direction must compete with traffic and 
use narrow sidewalks in navigating the bridge to con-
tinue on their way or to access the W&OD Trail . 

The addition of the new pedestrian/bike crossing will 
eliminate the need for Four Mile Run Trail users to cross 
the Shirlington Rd . bridge itself . The crossing will also 
be aesthetically coordinated with Jennie Dean Park . 

In addition to creating the new bicycle and pedestrian 
facility, the project will conduct routine bridge mainte-
nance, including deck surface repairs; upgrade existing 

guardrails; and widen the sidewalk on the bridge from 
five feet to roughly seven feet .

There will also be improvements at the Arlington Mill Dr . 
and Shirlington Rd . crosswalk, widening the trail width 
to Four Mile Run Trail as it connects to the new bike/
pedestrian bridge to facilitate merging . Other work will 
include: a redesigned curb and crossing to allow driv-

ers, pedestrian, and cyclists 
to see each other better and 
support slower, more con-
trolled vehicular turns .

To facilitate pedestrian 
safety, the project will install 
an additional Rapid Flash 
Beacon in the median to 
improve visibility of the 
pedestrian crossing, widen 
the pedestrian ramps, and 
install a wider refuge median 
to provide more space for 
people waiting to cross .

—Guy Land

What I love about living in Fairlington
When I first moved to Fairlington in 2019, I was eight 
years old . It was my 5th time moving into a new house . 
My dad is in the Air Force so we move a lot . After living 
in a big house with a big backyard in the country, living 
here in the city felt very busy, crowded and claustropho-
bic . But mostly, I missed my best friend Lily . 

Then I found places like the 
patch of woods by the free-
way, the magnolia tree next 
to the Fairlington Meadows 
basketball court and the new 
big park at the community 
center . The dog park, pool and 
the farmers market were all 
great places to make friends . 
But most times, I made friends 
by just taking a walk and say-
ing “hello .”

When we took our dog to the 
dog park, there were many 
dogs that we saw over and 
over again, and then saw them 
again walking past our home . 

Some of our favorite dogs are Rocket, Rosie, Callie, Char-
lie, Bella and Luna . 

Sunday is a special day for our family . We come home 
from church and go to the farmers market to pick out 
fresh local foods . I like to pick ripe peaches in the sum-
mer, and eat them on a blanket in the sun . Now that 
I am older, I can go across the street and get eggs from 
Sandy Bottoms farms by myself .

Taking a walk and reading are some of my family’s 
favorite things to do, so of course, we love the lending 
libraries . Lending libraries are boxes on posts where you 
can exchange books . My favorite find so far is a field 
guide for North American birds . I have spotted many 
birds on feeders and fences, including: house sparrows, 
carolina wrens, northern cardinals, mourning doves, 
tufted titmice and cooper’s hawks .

These are just some of the things that make Fairlington 
special . We just found out that we will be moving soon, 
and all of the things that first seemed so busy and strange 
now seem like home, and I do not want to leave them . 

—Violet Pratt, 4th grade

Violet Pratt, a 4th grade 
homeschooled student, 
has lived in Fairlington 
Meadows since 2018. 
Photo by Andrea Pratt. 

A biker uses the crosswalk 
on the Shirlington Rd. 
bridge. The project will 
bring safety improvements 
to the crosswalk. Photo by 
Guy Land.
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Fairlington Window & Door 

contact us today! 
free estimates 

friendly service 
fantastic results 

VA Class A License #2705169827 

Kitchens  
Bathrooms 
Basements 

Attics 
Painting 

Recessed Lighting 

Making Fairlington Beautiful for over 15 years 

  

 
703-933-8900 | info@fairwd.com | www.fairwd.com | www.facebook/FWDremodeling 

We’ll beat any licensed contractor’s offer on kitchen or bathroom renovations by 10% 

For RENT - $1850/mo  
Furnished Braddock Model  

For RENT - 

Lynn Robinson-Gant 
Selling Fairlington for 25 years! 
Long & Foster, Arlington
703.898.7205
lynngant@mac.com

FOR THE LOVE OF HOME 

Don’t miss this nicely updated 
and well cared for Barcroft 
Model in Fairlington Arbor! 
Spacious and sun-filled unit 
with 1490 Sqft on 2 levels with 
2 full baths. Freshly painted,  
pretty hardwoods, white 
kitchen, new energy-efficient 
HVAC, replacement windows, 
custom plantation shutters. 
Bright lower level!  Enjoy 
entertaining in the huge 
landscaped bricked patio. 
Ideal location backing to green 
space. Assigned parking. Call 
for details. 

                     2 BR + 

                  Just Listed - Barcroft for Sale in the Arbor

4505 S. 36th Street #A2

For RENT - 3522 S. Utah St #A1 
Barcroft Model - $1995/mo
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Save the date—Farmers Market opens May 2
After what seems like an excep-
tionally long winter, spring is 
here and that means the vibrant 
and beloved Fairlington Farmers 
Market will soon return for its 7th 
season . The market starts Sun-
day, May 2 and will run through 
November 21 .

Join us each week from 9 a .m . to 
1 p .m . on the back patio of the 
Fairlington Community Center, 
3308 S . Stafford St . We are pleased 
to announce that the majority of 
our regular market vendors will 
be back, and we will have a few 
new product categories and ven-
dors as well—more details will be 
announced soon . 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic is ongoing and vaccinat-
ing local communities will take a few months, we will 
start the season by following the same protocols estab-

lished last year to ensure the 
health and safety of Fairlington 
residents, market vendors, and 
staff and volunteers . 

Face masks must be worn in the 
market and physical distancing 
of six feet from others must be 
observed . We will provide more 
information in the next issue 
about pre-ordering options from 
vendors, along with grab-and-
go options at the market so that 
you can plan your visit ahead of 
time .

To find out what our vendors 
will be bringing each week, sign 

up for our weekly e-newsletter at fairlingtonfarmersmar-
ket .org . Stay connected by following Fairlington Farmers 
Market on Facebook and @FairlingtonMkt on Twitter .

—Lynne Blasi

County implements changes to residential permit parking program
Following a three-year review and extensive public 
engagement, the Arlington County Board has adopted 
major revisions to the county’s residential permit park-
ing (RPP) program . The program imposes parking restric-
tions on public streets in certain residential areas . 

Under the RPP program, 
on-street parking demand 
in residential neighbor-
hoods is managed by allow-
ing people with a permit 
to park on the street, while 
those without permits are 
prevented from parking on 
the restricted streets during 
specified hours . 

The primary parking 
restrictions in Fairlington 
are currently along S . 28th 
St . and S . Stafford St . Exist-
ing restriction locations 
and hours would be grand-
fathered into the revised 
program . 

Three key changes would 

affect petitions to have areas in Fairlington designated 
for residential permit parking . One would eliminate the 
requirement to demonstrate that at least 25 percent of 
the parking on the street is used by vehicles not belong-
ing to someone living in or visiting a home nearby .

Another change would increase the parking congestion 
threshold for determining that the block is eligible for 
RPP . To be eligible for the restrictions, at least 85 percent 
of the parking spaces must be occupied . That is up from 
75 percent .

A third change increases the percent of residents in a 
block who must support RPP restrictions from 60 per-
cent to 80 percent . Fairlington blocks have generally had 
trouble getting 60 percent of the residents to support a 
request .

Requests are made by interested residents living in a 
particular block or group of blocks . FCA does not request 
the RPP designation .

As part of the revisions the county board also approved 
a new fee structure for the permits, to cover more of the 
costs of administering the program .

—Guy Land

Patrons purchase products from Farmers Market 
vendors while maintaining COVID-19 social 
distancing requirements. Photo by Guy Land.

Neighborhood sign restricts 
parking to permit-holding 
residents. Photo by Guy 
Land
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Bradlee O�  ce Building
3543 W. Braddock Rd, Suite 200
(Behind the Safeway)
Alexandria, VA 22302

Serving the Fairlington 
Community for Over 20 Years

Dr. Jeff Borenstein    Dr. Steven Trauben

www.kingstreetwellness.com
703.578.1900

Our 8 Weeks to Wellness® program will get 
you there! Patients who start with high blood 
pressure, high blood sugar, weight concerns, 
insomnia, low energy, fatigue, pain, high 
cholesterol and follow our proven program—at 
the end of 8 weeks—are off or need less medica-
tion, are more active, weight less, and participate 
in activities they have not done in years. Most 
important, they are happier, more energetic, 
sleep better, feel and look younger.

“Having tried many programs, 
King Street’s 8WW total wellness 
approach is beyond anything out 
there. With the staff ’s high level of 
care, service and accountability, I have 
lost 25lbs without feeling deprived. 
I’m learning how to live and maintain 
a healthier lifestyle. If you are looking 
for change, give 8WW a shot. It will 
change your life.” – TY, Age 33

Look and feel the best 
you have in years!
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Alexandria approves permit  
for Lindsay Automotive redevelopment

The Alexandria City Council has approved plans for 
new development on the property owned by Lindsay 
Automotive along Quaker Ln ., Osage St ., Fern St ., and 
Kenwood Ave . The permit envisions expanded and 
updated automobile sales and service facilities, as well as 
streetscape improvements to enhance pedestrian safety 
and the general aesthetics of the area . 

Lindsay made a presentation to Fairlington Citizens 
Association (FCA) on the proposal last fall, and FCA 
notified the city of its general support for the project .

The proposal includes the demolition of the existing 
office building on Osage St . and the development of a 
new Volvo sales and service building on that property, 
which runs along Quaker Ln .

Another major component would see the demolition of 
the existing Cadillac dealership and parking structure, 
and development of a new Lexus sales facility along 
Kenwood Ave ., with a Lexus service building across the 
street along Fern St . 

The Cadillac business will be relocated to the site of the 
existing Lexus dealership at King St . and Quaker Ln . 
That relocation was not part of the formal permit appli-
cation, as it can be accomplished within existing zoning . 

Lindsay will make several streetscape improvements, 
including new sidewalks, the planting of 54 new street 
trees, and the installation of pedestrian-scaled street 
lights along Quaker Ln ., Osage St . and Kenwood Ave ., as 
well as the private extension of Fern St . 

Lindsay will also construct a new raised mid-block cross-
walk across Kenwood Ave . to provide a safe pedestrian 
connection between the Volvo sales and service building 
and the Lexus service building, and prioritize multi-
modal forms of transportation along Kenwood . 

The perimeter to the east and south of the Lexus build-
ings will be improved with landscaping and a solid fence 
to screen the improvements from the adjacent residen-
tial neighborhood and Blessed Sacrament Church . 

According to a memo from city staff, the automobile 
sales and service facilities are consistent with the exist-
ing development and zoning and are compatible with 
the surrounding neighborhood . 

City staff note that the proposed development will 
improve the site through the incorporation of sustain-
able design elements, undergrounding of utilities, a new 
streetscape, and additional tax revenue . The proposed 
architecture will create a more aesthetically pleasing 
condition than exists today and will provide an opportu-
nity for Lindsay to update its dealerships to address new 
technology in the automobile sales and service industry .

According to Lindsay, the redevelopment will be a 
phased project to be carried out over three years . 

The current Cadillac facility was built in 1949 and was 
purchased in the 1960s by the grandfather of the current 
company president, Michael Lindsay . The Lindsay busi-
ness has been part of the neighborhood since that time, 
and for many years has been a sponsor of the youth 
soccer league, for which many Fairlington children have 
played .

—Guy Land

One of the buildings which will be demolished as a part of 
the Lindsay Automotive redevelopment plan. Photo by Guy 
Land.

Continued on page PB

A new Volvo dealership would be located along Osage, 
Radford, and Quaker. Graphic courtesy Lindsay Automotive 
Group. 
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CCaallll  mmee  iiff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  hheellpp  wwiitthh  bbuuyyiinngg  oorr  sseelllliinngg  aa  hhoommee!!  

PatQ@LongandFoster.com 
LongandFoster.com/PatriciaQuinlin 

DDoo  yyoouu  nneeeedd  mmoorree  ssppaaccee????  II  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu!!  

1120 19th St S 
Arlington, VA 22202 

SSOOLLDD!!  
FFoorr  $$11,,003300,,000000  

 

13773 Flowing Brook Ct  
Chantilly, VA 20151 

Listing Price: $315,000 
UUnnddeerr  CCoonnttrraacctt!!  
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neighborhoodnews
Fairlington Diners

The Fairlington Diners has adapted to being socially 
distant by continuing to gather, but on Zoom . We focus 
on having an opportunity to chat with neighbors and 
maintain connections . There’s no commitment to attend 
regularly; many people attend as their schedules permit, 
or based on the Zoom theme .

For April, the following event is planned: 

Thursday, April 29, 7 p .m ., let’s get together for supper 
over Zoom . This is closer to our usual schedule! We can 
discuss whether we want to move to an outdoor setting 
for the next few months . 

Please RSVP by email to carol_dabbs at yahoo .com, and 
the Zoom coordinates will be sent to you a few days in 
advance . 

If you have questions or suggestions about this group, 
call Carol at 703-379-6840 (leave a voicemail for a return 
call), or you can email her to be added to the email list .

Book Group
Please join the Fairlington Book Group at 7:30 p .m . on 
Tuesday, April 27, to discuss the first two parts of Grant, 
a Biography by Ron Chernow . We will cover Part One, 
A Life of Struggle, and Part Two, A Life of War . We will 
tackle the remainder of this book at our May meeting .

“Reading Ron Chernow’s new biography, a truly mam-
moth examination of the life of Ulysses S . Grant, one is 
struck by the humanity—both the pitiful frailty and the 

incredible strength—of its subject .”—Philadelphia Inquirer

The Book Group welcomes first-time visitors and drop-
ins . No commitment required! Join us for our discussion, 
even if you haven’t read the book . Our meeting will be 
held on Zoom this month . Please call Carol at 703-379-
6840 to be added to our email list in order to receive a 
Zoom invitation .

Join us for two virtual Fairlington 
Knits! and Crochets meet-ups in April

Please join Fairlington Knits! and Crochets online on 
Monday, April 5 (Easter Monday) and on Monday, 
April 19 from 6:30–7:30 p .m . We are meeting virtually, 
at the same time on the first and third Monday of each 
month, until we can meet in person once again . 

We hope you will join fellow crafters for these meet-ups 
of knitting, crochet, and fellowship . We believe that 
knitting/crocheting together, showing off our work, and 
talking with like-minded people helps us feel part of a 
community . Log on to see what everyone is working on, 
to ask for help/advice, or for inspiration for a project . All 
levels of crafters are welcome—beginner to expert . 

Email Turner for the log-on information to join the calls: 
Turnerwork@aol .com .

Fairlington Bocce
Interested in a fun outdoor activity with neighbors and 
friends? Then you are interested in playing bocce! To 
express interest or get more information, shoot an email 
to marcyakel@gmail .com .

Fairlington Moms’ Club
The Fairlington Moms’ Club is a group where moms can 
meet friends, form a support network, and create oppor-
tunities for children . The Club organizes several commu-
nity service projects, routine playdates, craft days, family 
parties, and moms’ nights out . We have a great listserv 
for sharing advice and connecting with other Fairling-
ton families, as well as our own classifieds listserv . We 
welcome all Fairlington moms! Please email fairlington-
momsclub@gmail .com for further information .

F R E E  A M E R I C A N  R E D  C R O S S  
L I F E G U A R D  T R A I N I N G

F L E X I B L E  H O U R S
C O M P E T I T I V E  P A Y

H O L I D A Y S  W E E K E N D  B O N U S :
U P  T O  $ 1 5 0

R E F E R R A L  B O N U S :  $ 7 5
E A R L Y  S I G N - O N  B O N U S :  $ 7 5

@ P R E M I E R A Q U A T I C S

A P P L Y  N O W :
W W W . P R E M I E R A Q U A T I C S . C O M

O R  C O N T A C T  U S  A T
7 0 3 . 3 7 3 . 0 3 5 0
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Low inventory and 40-year low interest rates!

Marlene W. Hall, Real Estate Professional, eXp Realty
703-963-4505 • Marlene.hall@gmail.com 

Licensed in Virginia and DC
20130 Lakeview Center Plaza Suite 400,

 Ashburn, VA 20147
Air Force Veteran

Please text/call: 
703-963-4505 

for a free analysis on 
your home’s worth

What I offer:

The Pages
 

Five Star ratings on Zillow

3215 Valley Dr, Alexandria 
VA 22302 • 2BR/1BA end 
unit condo • Madison 
unit, hardwood floors, 
upgraded bathroom and 
kitchen, bay windows!   
washer/ dryer/ dishwasher 
• $1900/ month • Inside 
the beltway

2439 South Culpeper Street, Arlington, 
VA 22206- representing seller 
(Claremont neighborhood)

3013 Hughsmith Ct, Herndon, VA 
20171Hughsmith- representing the 
buyer • got in a coming soon situation 
in a very tough market!

I do not do dual agency!  I only represent you in a transaction and no one else!

FOR RENT            UNDER CONTRACT            

3268 Martha Custis Dr, Alexandria, 
VA 22302, 1BR/1BA • cash offer  
(I represented the seller) 
$340,000, closed in 2 weeks!

SOLD          

Marlene Hall is a consummate professional that  
sold our neighbors’ and our home in SE Washington DC  

in record time, even for our super hot market in the highly 
desired Hilcrest community. She possesses a keen sense 

of how to best marry the needs of both buyers and sellers.  
We higly recommend her to anyone considering home 

ownership in the DMV. 

Professional Appraisal • Professional Photos • Postcards Sent to the Neighborhood on the Listing 
Broker’s Open • Open Houses • Door Knocking • Social Media Outreach • Education: UVA 
Undergrad, Three Master’s Degrees (Psychology,  Management, Public Relations (Georgetown))   
Air Force Veteran • Northern VA Local (3rd Generation) • 3rd Generation NOVA Realtor 
Contractor List • Transaction Coordinator • Interior Designer Consult
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Down to earth
patio gardening
We do not need calendars to remind 
us that spring is here . As I type 
this on a March morning, there 
is a tweet-fest (the natural kind) 
outside my office window . Robins, 
cardinals, and wrens have had their 
coffee and are searching for nesting 
places . Days are longer (sunshine-
wise), frosts are long gone, and we 
can walk outside in light jackets . 
Now the doves are gurgling on my 
window sill .

It may be hard to “distance” at 
local plant nurseries now, since the 
masses will be visiting to purchase 
new flowers, plants, and decorative 
pots for their patio gardens . While 
most specimens have arrived, annu-
als (flowers) are not in full inven-
tory until the third week of this 
month . April also is a wise time for 
problem-solving before we get to the 
decoration-stage of gardening . Here 
are a few potential problems, with 
proposed solutions:

Fabric gone wild: In one garden, 
fabric was spread over the entire 
soil area . It was kept in place by six 
inches of gravel and stone . Weeds 
never returned but, alas, it was 
impossible to plant . In one area, the 
fabric was secured up to the trunk 
of a 20-foot-tall crape myrtle tree, 
prohibiting its roots from getting 
water or oxygen from the soil . For-
get about earthworms tilling the soil 
there, since it was too tightly com-
pacted . When I pulled away (with 
mighty tugs) the fabric and aggre-
gate, the tree roots were loosened 
and exposed in softer soil . The tree 
should be healthier now . It won’t 

grow taller but may display more 
flowers and foliage .

Half a flagstone patio: In another 
patio, there was a “half-patio floor .” 
Twenty-five years (and two home-
owners) prior, I built a diagonal deck 
with steps . The next homeowner 
had flagstone (in concrete) laid on 
the exposed portion of the original 
patio . When the deck was removed 
by the current homeowner, only the 
diagonal flagstone patio remained 
and looked odd . Sledge-hammering 
the flagstone didn’t work . Jack-
hammering would have worked, 
but would also have damaged the 
original patio . The only solution 
would have been to continue laying 
flagstone to fill out the entire area .

Mudville in the beds: After the 
fences were constructed, mounds 
of mud were left in the beds . The 
workers’ job was to demolish the old 
fences and build new ones . They did 
an excellent job, but what about the 
dirt? Two solutions here: either rake 
it up, bag it, and have it hauled away, 
or rake the piled dirt smooth with a 
modest incline to the fences . The soil 
was mostly clay, which is not ideal 
for planting specimens . I used to 
build fences (for Fairlington Com-
mons) before I started my business, 
so I sympathize with the fence crews . 
When holes are dug for fence posts, 
dirt is unearthed with nowhere to go .

Overgrown specimens: Always 
think “mature” size—not current 
size—when planting specimens in 
your garden . A dwarf crape myrtle 
(maximum height 8-10-feet tall) is 

practical but a 30-foot-tall variety 
really isn’t . The taller the tree, the 
larger the root system . Thick roots 
(arms or legs) dominate soil space 
making it hard to plant anything else 
in the area . And sometimes, large tree 
roots can buckle a hardscape patio .

Plants near the A/C unit: Be 
careful planting here . I’ve seen ivy 
growing in and through the A/C 
vents . If these vines crawl near 
the fan blade, that could obstruct 
the blade’s ability to rotate . Plus, 
anything growing near the square-
shaped A/C unit looks unsightly . 
Instead, take three medium-sized 
pots and set them on the patio 
hardscape—near but not at the A/C 
unit . Then fill the pots with colorful 
annuals or perennials . This won’t 
“hide” the A/C unit but it will take 
your eye “off” it, and thus becomes 
a subtle screen . Oftentimes, “block-
ing” only teases your eye to look or 
find what’s hiding behind the block . 

—Bill Sullivan 
www.sullivanslandscaping.net

How to solve common back patio landscaping issues 

A beautifully landscaped Fairlington 
patio offers a quiet retreat in summer. 
Photo courtesy Anonymous. 

http://www.sullivanslandscaping.net
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  SQUEAKY SUBFLOOR? NO PROBLEM!

  WE SPECIALIZE IN SUBFLOOR REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS


  QUALITY WATERPROOF FLOORING FROM 1.79/SFT!

  UPDATE THE LOOK OF YOUR HOME FOR LESS! 


  HARDWOOD FLOORING INSTALLATION

  SOLID HARDWOOD WITH WHOLESALE PRICING!


  HARDWOOD FLOOR REFINISHING

  BRING BACK THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF YOUR HARDWOOD!


  NEXT DAY CARPET INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!

  OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK, UNBEATABLE PRICES!


CALL OR TEXT PETER TODAY! 
703-926-6740 
peter@petersflooring.net 

 

703 -562 -4200  
www.TheGentlemanPlumber-va.com 

Online Appointment Scheduling! 

all services & repairs 
water heaters  ▪  sinks  ▪  faucets ▪  drains   

sump pumps  ▪  bathroom remodeling 

NOVA
INSTALLATIONS
Window & Door Experts

Since 1982

Windows - Doors 

Call for your FREE, No Obligation, Low Pressure Estimate Today!

(703) 378-6596
www.NovaInstallations.com

Top Rated

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS

 Fairlington HOA Approved
 Over 10,000 Installations in Fairlington 
 EPA Lead Paint Certified
 Top Rated in Checkbook Magazine, Angie’s 
List and the Better Business Bureau

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
14501-C Lee Jackson Memorial HWY

Chantilly, VA 20151

 FEATURING
  VYTEX - SOFTLITE - IDEAL - PROVIA
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Jennifir Birtwhistle 
Realtor® 

Put a "Different Approach" to Work for You  
Trusted Advisor • Respected Peer • Proven Results 

Proud Sponsor of Fairlington 5k/ “A Cure for Ellie” 

703.835.1256 | jennifirbirtwhistle@gmail.com | 1701 Duke St., #100, Alexandria, VA 
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Pet & Plantcare by Gerri, LLC

Walking
Sitting
Playgroups
Medications

BONDED & INSURED

Gerri Horan

703.629.1970 
SINCE 1999

Call/Text

Services
INCOME TAXES. We can prepare 
your Federal and State Income Taxes . 
Fairlington home-owners our specialty 
for over 30 years . Convenient evening 
and weekend hours . 30% discount 
for Fairlington Residents . Visit www .
cpa-coker .com for more information, 
directions . Call for an appointment with 
a FREE Retirement Check-up included . 
703- 931-3290 . 

WELLNESS with MOORE THAN 
YOGA offers:. Yoga, meditation, 
breathing techniques, infant massage 
(monthly classes), children’s massage, 
reflexology (personal pampering, 
pregnancy & labor induction), Reiki 
& more . Private session or create a 
class . www .moorethanyoga .com . 
703-671-2435 .

IRS ENROLLED AGENT. can prepare 
your individual, business, amended 
and prior year income tax returns, and 
respond to IRS and state tax letters . 
Bookkeeping services also available . 
Flexible time and place appointments . 
Please visit www .alexandria-tax-
bookkeping .com for more information, 
or call Christine at 703-407-7545 or 
email: christine .atb3@gmail .com .

Mini-ads
LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. We know 
Fairlington! Leasing, comprehensive 
tenant screenings, online rent collection, 
property inspections, itemized 
monthly e-statements & more . Contact 
Allegiance Property Management –info@
allegiancepm .com, 703-824-4704, or 
www .allegiancepm .com

YOGA FOR PAIN RELIEF, 
EMOTIONAL HEALTH, AND 
OVERALL WELL-BEING. Poor 
posture? Stiff joints? Ready to feel 
better? —Michelle Blake Yoga . 28+ years 
experience . E-500RYT . Call/text 571-309-
1845 today . 
Review: “Yoga practice with Michelle 
has been an incredible experience . I met 
her a few years ago and have followed 
her ever since! She is knowledgeable, 
friendly, and creates a community 
environment where everyone feels 
comfortable . Her approach is thorough, 
with great attention to detail and her 
instruction helps to adjust the practice to 
your individual needs . I wholeheartedly 
recommend sessions with her, whether 
you are new to Yoga or have practiced it 
before, you will enjoy her teachings and 
the guided meditation .” -Grace L .

Gardening/
Landscaping

SULLIVAN’s LANDSCAPING:. 
Want a new flagstone patio? How 
about a perimeter garden with a mix 
of low-maintenance evergreens and 
colorful perennials? Or just a garden 
clean-up to include shrub pruning, 
weeding and mulching? Contact Bill 
at Billsullivan41@gmail .com or call 
571-213-9567 .

Home 
Improvements

HARDTIMES HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Home and office repair, 
rental maintenance, painting, drywall 
repair, pressure washing, minor 
electrical and plumbing, to do lists and 
more . Free estimates, fair pricing and 
friendly service . Since 2008 . Fairlington 
references available . Tim Miles cell 443-
995-3825 . timmiles74@gmail .com .

JOEL RIGGS REMODELING AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS:. Joel Riggs 
Home Repair Service . Your Fairlington 
specialist . Kitchen and bath renovations, 
bath ceramic tile repair, painting, 
drywall, handyman services, trim work, 
flooring, carpentry, wallpaper removal . 
Free design services . Free estimates . 
VA . Class-A lic ./ins ., fast turn around 
time . 20 years N . Va . Experience . Joel 
703-929-4676 . 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Master 
electrician . Lights, fans, panel 
replacements . Licensed, insured credit 
cards Allegro LLC 703-314-1287 info@
allegroLLC .net

INTERIOR PAINTING. Chelsea Paint 
and Paper, Inc . Painting, wallpapering, 
and plastering . 25 years of experience . 
Professional, clean, neat, reliable . 
Licensed, bonded, insured . References 
available . Free estimates . Steve Chute . 
571-216-9338/703-912-1450 . Chute285@
aol .com .

STAPLES REMODELING. For all of 
your improvement needs . Specializing 
in kitchens, bathrooms, basements and 
painting . Give us a call to set up an 
appointment for a free estimate at 703-
499-2249 or visit our website at www .
staplesremodeling .com .

Publication of advertisements in no 
way implies an endorsement by the 
FCA or its board members of the 
advertisers’ products or services.

A color version of this newsletter is 
available online at  

www .fca-fairlington .org .

Join the Fairlington conversation 
on Facebook at the Fairlington 
Appreciation Society .
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FAIRLINGTON MAID SERVICE. 
Thanks to all our great customers, we 
have reached our 42nd anniversary! We 
are family-owned and operated . For a 
free estimate call 703-820-8635 or text 
571-243-7263 .

MICHELE’S MAIDS. Reliable, honest, 
affordable . BACKGROUND CHECK ON 
EVERY EMPLOYEE . Window cleaning 
now available . LICENSED, BONDED 
INSURED . 15 years in Fairlington . 
Fairlington references available . 703-
820-1808 . Visit our website at www .
michelesmaids .net

REMODELING. Carpentry, painting 
and repairs . VA licensed and insured .  
Call/text Igor at 703-944-8402 .

MARIO’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
18 years experience, kitchen and bath 
granite counter top remodeling, tile, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, crown 
molding, painting, wallpaper removal, 
drywall . Class A license . Call Mario 703-
501-7506 . mzambrana60@yahoo .com

House Cleaning
HOUSE CLEANING. Reliable and 
experienced . Good references . Flexible 
scheduling . Reasonable rates . We are 
licensed, insured, and employees covered 
through Worker’s Comp . We bring our 
own equipment . Weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, occasionally, one-time, move 
in/out, offices . For free in-home estimate, 
call Maryen/Raul at 703-321-5335 .

JADA’S CLEANING LLC. Reliable, 
experienced and good references . Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly, occasionally, move 
in/out, windows and offices . Other 
services: carpets steam cleaned . Call 
us for free estimates 571-643-8371 or 
mjadaservices@aol .com 

Pet Services
HOME ALONE FELINES. Professional 
in-home cat sitting and adoption 
services . homealonefelines@gmail .com; 
703-671-5504 ; www .hafr .org 

MINI-ADS INSTRUCTIONS 
Due date for ads and payment: 6 pm on the 10th of the 
preceding month (March 10 for April issue) .

• Checks payable to “Fairlington Citizens Association .”
• Pay via PayPal at fca .fairlington .ads@gmail .com .
• Send mini-ad copy via email, regular mail, or drop off at 

FCA drop box .
Email: admanager@fca-fairlington .org
Mailing Address: FCA-AFB, PO Box 6182, Arlington, VA 
22206-0182 .
Drop Box Location: Fairlington Community Center, 3308 
S . Stafford St . (Hours: 8 am–9 pm, M-F, 8 am–5 pm, Saturday; 
closed Sunday .)
Cost: 50 cents per word .
Include with ad copy: Name, address, phone #, email 
address, and ad category (see Mini-ads for options) . 

 
IRS Enrolled Agent can prepare your 
individual, business, amended and 
prior year tax returns,  and respond 
to IRS and state tax letters.  
 

Former Fairlington resident with 25 
years of experience.  

   

Flexible time and place appointments.  Call Christine at     
(703) 407-7545 or email:  christine.atb3@gmail.com         

www.Alexandria-Tax-Bookkeping.com   
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Arlington Sales Office | 703.522.0500 | 4600 Lee Hwy, Arlington, VA 22207  

 

Barbara Kirkland 
703.405.5920 

BarbaraK@LNF.com 

Joanne Ritchick 
571.215.3350 

Joanne@LNF.com 

Sherry Schaffer 
703.402.9113 

Sherry.Schaffer@LNF.com 

Megan McMorrow  
703.403.5543 

Megan@LNF.com 

Patricia Quinlin 
703.835.7312 

PatQ@LNF.com 

Julie Flory 
703.599.3111 

Julie.Flory@LNF.com 

April 2021 
Reach out to these experienced agents for real estate services in Fairlington and beyond! 

3543 S Stafford St #A 
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA *End Clarendon Model* 
For Sale! 

“Coming Soon” 
Listing Agent  

Joanne Ritchick  

4855 28th St S #A2 
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA *Mount Vernon Model* 
For Rent! 

Listing price $2,400/month 
Listing Agent  

Joanne Ritchick  

3028 S Abingdon St #B2 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/1BA *Braddock Model* 
For Rent! 

Listing price $1,500/month 
Listing Agent  

Barbara Kirkland 

3062 S Buchanan St # C1 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/1BA *Bradford Model* 
For Sale! 

Listing price $349,900 
Listing Agent  

Julie Flory 

Kay Yancey  
703.201.4292 

Kay.Yancey@LNF.com 

2919 S Buchanan St #A2 
Arlington, VA 22206 

1BR/2BA *Barcroft Model* 
For Rent! 

Listing price $1,750/month 
Listing Agent  

Joanne Ritchick  
Kathy Koerner 
571.489.9903 

Kathy.Koerner@LNF.com 

2955 Columbus St  
Arlington, VA 22206 

2BR/2BA *Braddock Model* 
For Rent! 

Listing price $2,400/month 
Listing Agent  

Julie Flory 




