
Calendar
FCA Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, September 9, 7:30 p.m.

Fairlington Community Center

3308 S. Stafford Street

Arlington Public Schools Open

Tuesday, September 2

Fairlington Diners Night Out

Wednesday, September 3, 7:30 p.m.

Rabieng Thai, Falls Church

Fair Golds Business Meeting 

Thursday, September 4, noon

FCC

Fairlington Diners Night Out

Monday, September 15, 7:30 p.m.

Ramparts Half-Price Burger Night

Alexandria

Back to School Night

Wednesday, September 17, 7 p.m. 

Abingdon School

Fair Golds Program

Thursday, September 18, noon

FCC

Thirty Somethings Happy Hour

Thursday, September 18, 7 p.m. 

Rustico�s, Alexandria
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Be Prepared to Take Care of 
Yourself for Three Days

One Washington Post writer described our nation�s emergency 
response posture as �asleep at the switch.� That�s because so few 

people have acted on 
the main message of emer-
gency management profes-
sionals: When disaster strikes, 
you should be able to take 
care of yourself, and help 
out your neighbors, for three 
days. That�s 72-hours of food, 
water, medicine, and informa-
tion access for everyone in 
your household.  

At the FCA meeting on Sep-
tember 9, you�ll hear the mes-
sage in detail and learn how 
to implement it for yourself 
and your family. Julia Wright, 
from the Arlington County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, and John Antonelli, 
a Community Emergency 
Response Team representa-
tive, will tell us how to make 
a �go kit,� how to prepare 
to shelter in place for three 
days, and how to be informed 
about disasters in Arlington.

Julia Wright describes a 
recent dismaying experience. 
�One Saturday, I talked to 
more than 100 people and 
not one person�not even 
one!�could tell me they had 
a disaster kit prepared. In fact, 
one man vehemently declared 

Continued on page 7
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the opinions of the FCA or its board members. AFB reserves 
the right to edit or refuse contributions. All photographs 
are ' copyright the photographer or source identi� ed.

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright ' 2008, Fairlington Citizens Association

Designed and printed by Global Printing, Inc.

USEFUL CONTACTS
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-838-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 800-552-7001
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traf� c/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Colonel Steward Remaly 
 Steward.Remaly@jfhqncr.northcom.mil

Coming Up �
FCA Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, September 9, 7:30 p.m.
Fairlington Community Center

3308 S. Stafford Street

The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings. If you would like to discuss a neighborhood 
issue at the meeting, please e-mail fca@fca-fairlington.
org or leave a voice mail message at 703-243-1735 by the 
Sunday before the meeting.

Preliminary Agenda
7:30 p.m. Special Presentation: Two members of the 

Citizens Corps Education Task Force, Julia 
Wright of the Red Cross, Arlington Chap-
ter, and John Antonelli of the Community 
Emergency Response Team, or CERT, will 
discuss Fairlington�s emergency prepared-
ness program. The CCETF is part of Arlington 
County�s Of� ce of Emergency Management.

8:30 p.m. Regular Business Meeting

� Approval of July minutes
� Treasurer�s report
� Old business
� New business
� Of� cer and committee reports

AFB on the Web
The AFB is posted online at www.fca-fairlington.org a week 
earlier than the hard copy hits your front stoop. 

Web design by CoryJames.com, affordable custom Web sites. 
For Web design information call 703-476-5039 or visit www.
CoryJames.com.
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Calendar, cont.
Taste of the Pike

Saturday, September 20, noon � 
7 p.m.

Columbia Pike

Fairlington Book Group

Tuesday, September 23, 7:30 p.m.

North Fairlington CC

Native Plant Sale

Saturday, September 27, 9 a.m. � 
2 p.m.

Parkfairfax, Alexandria

See Neighborhood News on pages 
22-23 and related articles for details 
about calendar events.

Some images in this publication may be 
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

Over the summer I�ve met many neighbors and 
witnessed their devotion to this community�each 
makes Fairlington a better place. Therefore, as we 
observe Labor Day�a day off for the working man 

and woman�I would like to recognize a few of our notable neighbors.

Tracy and Stan Darroch introduced me to this citizens association, 
and their enthusiasm inspired me to join the team. Over the years 
the Darrochs helped plan and host many social events in Fairlington. 
Even though they recently moved away, their sel� essness and friendly 
demeanor continue to serve as an example for this resident. They will be 
missed.

The of� cers of the Fairlington Historical Society are dedicated to the rich 
history of this neighborhood. Stalwart FHS members like Patty, Cynthia, 
and Terry preserve the memories of the past 60 years and make them 
available to all. 

Nancy Hunt�no stranger to this community�is preparing for our sec-
ond annual FCA health and wellness fair, now set for Saturday, October 
25. The logistics and details surrounding this fair are numerous, and 
Nancy handles them with aplomb: If you thought last year�s fair was 
something, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet. 

Gretchen Fallon and her intrepid assistant editors, Christine Chirichella 
and Jaime Jarvis, handle deadlines coolly and ef� ciently, � nding the 
news and issues important to us, and making the All Fairlington Bulletin 
a joy to read. 

The seven presidents of the condominium associations�Tami Anderson, 
John Thurber, Stacey Knobler, Robert Patrician, John Sinks, Guy Land, 
and Robert Ingulli�devote countless hours to budgetary, logistical, and 
property issues. Working with their fellow board members, each of these 
presidents brings his or her own style of leadership to the job; they are 
pivotal in making Fairlington (Arbor, Mews, Meadows, Villages, Com-
mons, Glen, and Green) the place to live.  

But not all volunteers are members of organized groups. Here are two 
examples of individuals taking initiative to help their neighbors. Lee 
Quinn saved me from a long wait at the bus stop on a sweltering sum-
mer morning by giving me a lift to work. And the � rst block party of the 
21st century along the 4900 block of 30th Street was led by Pat Costello, 
whose skills as a grill cook are outdone only by his hospitality.

I thank you all for your dedication to Fairlington and your neighbors. 
Those who can, do. Those who do more, volunteer.
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Letters to the Editor
Thefts from Unlocked 
Cars
Dear Editor:

It is unsettling, but true, that people 
are roaming about Fairlington at 
night looking for unlocked cars. 
And it seems the odds favor the bad 
guys. On Saturday night, August 
2, my neighbors in North Fairling-
ton left a new cell phone in their 
unlocked car. On Sunday morning, 
the cell phone was gone. The police 
dusted the car for prints and the 
case is still open.

The same evening, according to the 
Arlington crime report, opportunis-
tic thieves were touring South Fair-
lington, too. In the 3400 block of S. 
Utah Street, between 8 p.m. Satur-
day and 7 a.m. Sunday, an unknown 
person entered six vehicles on the 
block. All of the vehicles had been 
left unlocked. 

Is Fairlington a safe, low-crime 
neighborhood? Yes. 

Nevertheless, it�s only common 
sense to take simple precautions: 
We should take our cell phones and 
GPS devices with us and we should 

lock our car doors. Also, of course, if 
you are up late and see an unfamil-
iar person or two wandering about 
our parking lots or someone mov-
ing about in a suspicious manner, 
call 911 and report the situation. Or 
if you just aren�t sure what you�re 
seeing, call the Arlington County 
police non-emergency number, 
703-558-2222.

Nancy Hunt
North Fairlington resident, S. 28th 
Street 

Editor’s note: On August 12, Arlington 
police placed an electronic signboard on 
the bridge over I-395 advising Fairling-
ton residents of the following: “Please 
remove all electronic items from parked 
cars.”  

The All Fairlington Bulletin welcomes 
letters to the editor and will print them 
as space allows. However, the opin-
ions expressed are those of the writers 
and do not represent endorsement by 
this publication or the FCA. In addi-
tion, the AFB reserves the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity, and the 
AFB may refuse to print letters that 
are not appropriate for a community 
newsletter.

Bulletin Carriers 
Wanted  
The FCA Board seeks to hire 
Fairlington residents as carriers 
for the All Fairlington Bulletin. 
A carrier must deliver the AFB 
to households on one of the 12 
routes in Fairlington within � ve 
days after the last Friday of the 
month. Routes vary from 169 to 
367 households. A carrier�s pay-
ment is based on the number of 
households served on a route. 
Anyone interested should con-
tact AFB distribution manager, 
Noemi Riveira, at 703-379-0736 
or nbrlopez@msn.com.

Update: Utah Park
On July 19, the Arlington 
County Board approved funding 
for construction of an ADA-
compliant picnic shelter at Utah 
Field Park. Construction will 
begin in spring 2009.

October Health Fair
Over the summer, a handful of vol-
unteers have been working on the 
Fairlington Health Fair, scheduled 
for Saturday, October 25. To date 
INOVA has committed to offering 
� u shots and the Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension will give presenta-
tions on nutrition and � nancial 
health. Other invitees include 
Curves, the Energy Club, and Walk 
Run athletic shoes.

Fairlington residents have also 
come up with new ideas, including 

a computer kiosk demo for setting 
up a personal health database. Since 
the health fair is back this year at 
the Fairlington Community Center, 
which offers more space, the com-
mittee continues to look for new 
ideas for participants. If you have 
a suggestion or are willing to help 
contact potential participants, or 
if you are available to help set up 
on October 25, please call or e-
mail Nancy Hunt, 703-820-0369 or 
nwhunt@concentric.net.

Update: FCC Power 
Lines
In late June, the county man-
ager approved the cost to 
underground the overhead 
utility lines from S. Stafford 
Street to the Fairlington Com-
munity Center. The next steps 
include recording an easement 
and receiving approval from the 
County Board. It is hoped that 
Dominion Virginia Power can 
complete the undergrounding 
work before the Department of 
Parks, Recreation, and Cultural 
Resources begins FCC phase 2 
(outdoor and landscaping) con-
struction in 2009.
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Emergency 
Information Online  
For more information about 
emergency preparedness, visit 
the following sources: 

� Arlington County: www.
arlingtonva.us. Search for 
�emergency management� 
and �personal response.�

� Red Cross, Arlington Chap-
ter: www.arlingtonredcross.
org. Click on Disaster.

� U.S. government emergency 
preparedness: www.ready.
gov.

� Virginia Department of 
emergency management: 
www.vaemergency.com.

� Northern Virginia Regional 
Commission�s Emergency 
Preparedness Brochure: 
www.novaregion.org/index.
asp. Click on Publications.

FCC Hosts 8-Week Tree Steward 
Program

The Virginia Cooperative Extension 
will offer Tree Steward training this 
fall. This annual course trains vol-
unteers to care for trees and teach 
others about the importance of our 
urban forest. Tree Stewards prune 
trees, plant new trees in parks and 
public areas, conduct tree invento-
ries, develop tree ordinances, plan 
Arbor Day Events, educate home-
owners, and perform many other 
timely services for their communi-
ties. The classes, taught by public 
and private sector experts, cover tree 
biology, soil and root systems, plant-
ing and maintenance, tree selec-
tion and identi� cation, insect and 
disease problems, and other urban 

forestry topics. If you are interested 
in learning more about trees and 
willing to volunteer to share what 
you have learned with others, this 
course is for you.

The class will meet every Wednes-
day evening, 6:30 � 9 p.m., at the 
Fairlington Community Center, 
September 10 to November 12, with 
two Saturday morning � eld trips 
(October 11 and November 1, 9 a.m. 
� noon). The course fee is $120. For 
more information or to register, call 
Virginia Cooperative Extension at 
703-228-6414. Registration remains 
open until spaces are � lled.

Fire Department Promotes Prevention
The Arlington County Fire Depart-
ment will be canvassing neighbor-
hoods through September 15, 2008 
to make sure families are prepared 
in the event of a � re. Fire� ghters 
will offer free smoke alarms and 
home � re escape planning materials 

as part of this Get Alarmed, Virginia! 
grant program. Fire stations will 
notify residents of upcoming visits 
with green yard signs, which will 
be located along easements on side 
streets and in local parks.

that he had no intention of mak-
ing a kit.� Why? Does he think �it� 
won�t happen? Does he think �it� 
won�t happen here?

As Wright points out, �it� can be 
any sort of disaster�a house or 
apartment � re, a power outage that 
stretches for days, a water main 
break, a hazardous chemical spill or 
biological event, a hostage situation, 
a hurricane, or a terri� c wind storm. 
�There are all manner of disastrous 
incidents that can and do happen Julia Wright and John Antonelli display contents of a 

disaster kit. Photograph by Muriel Silva, 
www.murielweddings.com.

right here in Arlington 
County. But if you wait 
for a disaster, by then 
it�s too late. Start pre-
paring today: Get a bag 
with handles (one you 
can carry) and put in it, 
at the very least, a bat-
tery-powered or hand-
crank radio, bottles of 
water, a � ashlight, and 
extra batteries. That is a 
good start.�

Be Prepared, continued from page 1
















































