
Calendar
FCA Monthly Meeting

Monday, February 9, 7:30 p.m.

Note: The February FCA meeting date 
has been changed to Monday, February 
9 in order to  accommodate the HOV 
Lanes public hearing on Wednesday, 
February 11. Unless otherwise noted, as 
for this month, the regular meeting day 
for the FCA is the second Wednesday of 
the month.

Fair Golds Business Meeting 

Thursday, February 5, noon

FCC

HOT Lanes Public Hearing

Wednesday, February 11, 5 � 9 p.m.

Minnie Howard School

Alexandria

Thirty Somethings Happy Hour

Thursday, February 12, 7 p.m.

Signature Theater

Shirlington

Fairlington Diners Night Out   

Thursday, February 12, 7:30 p.m. 

The Carlyle

Shirlington

Fair Golds Program

Thursday, February 19, noon

FCC
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Water on Demand
You turn on the faucet, and water comes out. That�s about all 
any of us knows about how water works in Fairlington. But you 
can learn much more at the FCA meeting on February 9, when 

David Hundelt, Arlington County�s chief of the Water, Sewer, and 
Streets Bureau, explains Arlington�s water distribution and unravels 

the peculiarities of the Fairlington water supply.

Consider the curiosity 
that not every individual 
address in Fairlington 
has its own water meter, 
and it�s not necessarily 
obvious, from casual 
observation, which 
water meter serves 
which building. Most of 
us remain blissfully clue-
less about our neigh-
borhood�s water-supply 
oddities, but our prop-
erty managers and the 
county�s water experts 
are well informed about 
how Fairlington�s water 

works. (Water-related things that are peculiar to Fairlington date mostly to 
the federal government�s construction of the community in the 1940s.) 

The county�s average demand for water is about 25 million gallons per day. 
On the one or two peak-demand days of the year, routinely during the sum-
mer, water demand increases to about 40 million gallons. Fairlington�s 3,449 
households nestle inside Arlington County�s overall population of about 
208,000 people (July 2008), which re� ects an increase of 9.3 percent in the 
last eight years. Surprisingly, though, total water demand remains � at over 
the last eight to ten years, and, for the average residential account, per capita 
water consumption in the county is down. Why?  Because increased popu-
lation density is compensated for by redevelopment and remodeling�the 
removal of old � xtures (like large-volume toilet tanks and high-� ow shower 
heads) brings the installation of newer, water-saving � xtures. 

After Mr. Hundelt explains the complexities of how water gets to Fairlington, 
he will answer questions from representatives of Fairlington�s homeowners� 
associations and residents and provide proven water conservation tips.

Water bureau crew inspects a section of pipe. Photograph 
courtesy of Arlington County.
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COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES
Artwork and check made payable to FCA are due the 10th 
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ment by the FCA or its board members of the advertisers� 
products or services. AFB reserves the right to determine 
ad placement and to refuse any ad based on content or 
artistic expression. The opinions expressed by columnists 
and letter writers are theirs and should not be taken as 
re� ecting the opinions of the FCA or its board members. 
AFB reserves the right to edit or refuse contributions. 
All photographs are ' copyright of the photographer or 
source identi� ed. 

Fairlington is a National Register and Virginia 
Landmark Historic District

For more information, visit www.fca-fairlington.org
Copyright ' 2009, Fairlington Citizens Association

Printed by Global Printing, Inc.

USEFUL CONTACTS
Police, Alexandria (non-emergency) 703-838-4444
Police, Arlington (non-emergency) 703-558-2222
Animal Warden 703-931-9241
Dominion (power outages) 888-667-3000
Fairlington Community Center 703-228-6588
Metrobus Complaints 703-228-7929
Miss Utility 800-552-7001
Pothole Patrol Hotline 703-228-6485
Shirlington Library 703-228-6545
Street Light Hotline 703-228-6511
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Environmental
Services/dot/traf� c/streetlights/index.htm
Helicopter Noise Complaints  Colonel Jeryl Ludowese 
 Jeryl.Ludowese@jfhqncr.northcom.mil

Coming Up �
FCA Monthly Meeting

Monday, February 9, 7:30 p.m.
Fairlington Community Center

3308 S. Stafford Street

The FCA Board invites all Fairlington residents to attend 
its meetings, which occur on the second Wednesday of 
the month unless otherwise noted�as for this month, 
when the FCA meeting occurs on Monday, February 9. If you 
would like to discuss a neighborhood issue at the meet-
ing, please e-mail fca@fca-fairlington.org or leave a voice 
mail message at 703-243-1735 by the Sunday before the 
meeting.

Preliminary Agenda
7:30 p.m.  Special Presentation:  David Hundelt, 

chief of the Water, Sewer, and Streets Bureau 
for the Arlington County Department of Envi-
ronmental Services, will discuss Fairlington�s 
water supply and answer residents� questions.

8:30 p.m. Preparation for HOT Lanes public 
hearing

9:00 p.m. Regular Business Meeting

AFB on the Web
The AFB is posted online at www.fca-fairlington.org a week 
earlier than the hard copy hits your front stoop. 

Web design by CoryJames.com, affordable custom Web sites. 
For Web design information call 703-476-5039 or visit www.
CoryJames.com.
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Fairlington Diners Night Out 

Monday, February 23, 7:30 p.m.

Ramparts Restaurant

Alexandria

Fairlington Book Group

Tuesday, February 24, 7:30 p.m.

North Fairlington CC

See Neighborhood News on pages 
22-23 and related articles for details 
about calendar events.

Some images in this publication may be 
digitally enhanced.

president’s 
Message

It is time to provide a smashing answer for those cynical 
men who say that a Democracy cannot be honest and 
effi cient. If you will help, this can be done. I, therefore, 
hope you will watch the work….Feel free to criticize. 

Tell me of instances where work can be done better….Neither you nor I want 
criticism conceived in a purely fault-fi nding or partisan spirit, but I am jealous 
of the right of every citizen to call to the attention of his or her Government 
examples of how the public money can be more effectively spent for the benefi t 
of the American people. � President Franklin D. Roosevelt, excerpt from 
April 28, 1935 Fireside Chat

As president of this association, I have my share of critics. Neverthe-
less, I welcome feedback from residents, since it is very important to me 
to know what is working and what needs to be corrected: What issues 
have captured residents� attention (neighborhood-friendly programs at 
the community center, ridesharing, the impact of BRAC development at 
the Mark Center, or repeated sewage backups); which ones require more 
attention and effort on our part; and how well the programs and tasks 
we�ve undertaken have worked. Have they helped you?   

Keep your comments, suggestions, and ideas coming, by phone, e-mail, 
or snail mail. (I confess a nostalgic enjoyment of opening letters.) 

The excerpt from Roosevelt�s � reside chat refers to the economic hard-
ships of the nation in the 1930s. Our newspapers today are � lled with 
budget shortfalls and business failures, but history has shown us that 
ingenuity, resourcefulness, and community activism can work, even dur-
ing tough times. Over the holidays I visited the Fairlington Community 
Center and was heartened by the generous donations of food. In Decem-
ber I met with FCA members, residents, and county staff to discuss how 
the FCC can host neighborhood-friendly activities. This month our guest 
speaker, Mr. David Hundelt, will discuss water conservation measures 
and the maintenance of water and sewer lines, streets, and sidewalks. 

With tighter budgets in federal, state, and local governments, I fear we 
may see reductions in some services funded by these jurisdictions. This is 
just the hard budgetary reality. At the same time, we�ll face challenges on 
a more personal level, with rising costs in heating, food, transportation, 
clothing, and entertainment. Roosevelt�s comments were delivered to a 
nationwide audience, but we can all see the relevance, for our families 
and our neighborhood, of watching how the money is spent.   

As you re� ect upon Roosevelt�s encouragement to � ght cynicism by stay-
ing involved, I look forward to working with you to solve the challenges 
that lie ahead.
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Not-So-Bad News for Arlington Real Estate Values
Arlington real estate property values 
performed at a higher-than-expected 
level, showing a net gain of 0.4 per-
cent, county of� cials announced at 
the end of last year. Existing proper-
ties declined in value 0.6 percent, 
but new property added one percent 
to the county�s real estate, resulting 
in a slight gain overall. (Previous 
projections were for a decline of 
up to � ve percent. Normal growth 
for a sustainable budget is plus four 
percent.)

The encouraging news on property 
values was partially offset by down-
ward revisions for other revenues 
that are sensitive to economic 
conditions, including personal prop-
erty taxes on motor vehicles. Addi-
tionally, the budget proposed by 
Virginia Governor Tim Kaine would 
further reduce state aid to Arlington 
by $2 million. 

County Manager Ron Carlee 

reported that the county�s pro-
jected gap for � scal year 2010 (July 
2009 � June 2010) has decreased 
from approximately $40 million, 
announced in November 2008, to 
slightly less than $35 million. Call-
ing the revised projection �good 
news,� Carlee added that �nonethe-
less, the FY 2010 budget remains 
a great challenge. To balance the 
budget, we will still have to use a 
combination of service reductions, 
downsizing, and tax rate increases.� 

Carlee announced earlier in Decem-
ber that he would recommend no 
pay increases for county employees 
in FY 2010 in order to preserve as 
many services and as many jobs as 
possible. He previously instituted a 
freeze on vacancies for non-essen-
tial services and is preparing a plan 
for voluntary severance and early 
retirement. 

�As dif� cult as this budget is, I 

would not trade the challenges in 
Arlington with those in any other 
community,� Carlee said. �We will 
have to make decisions that we 
will not like, but we can manage 
this situation.� Carlee will present 
his proposed budget for FY 2010 in 
February 2009.

Read the entire press release at www.
arlingtonva.us/Departments/Com-
munications/PressReleases/67673.
aspx.

—from an Arlington County press release, 
December 31, 2008

FCC Survey Continues 
Through February   
The sports and recreation divi-
sion of the county�s department 
of Parks & Recreation (PRCR)  
continues to seek your feedback 
about the kinds of classes and 
programs you�Fairlington resi-
dents and nearby neighbors�
would like to see at the Fair-
lington Community Center this 
summer and fall. PRCR reports 
many helpful and interesting 
responses to their online sur-
vey during January; as a result, 
they have decided to keep the 
survey open for another month. 
You can express your interest in 
activities by taking the online 
survey at www.arlingtonva.us/
prcr. Go to the section at bottom 
right called �Get It Done On-
line� and click on the Sports and 
Recreation Interest Survey. By 
completing the survey, you will 
assist PRCR in designing the best 
leisure and recreational services 
for Fairlington residents and 
families. PRCR looks forward to 
receiving your suggestions and 
recommendations.

DTV Is Coming February 17�
or Maybe Not

On February 17, the nation�s full-
power TV stations (those that 
broadcast to large areas) will stop 
sending analog signals and switch 
to digital-only broadcasting. If your 
TV is hooked up to a subscriber pay 
service (cable or satellite) or if your 
newer TV set has a digital tuner, 
the transition to digital TV (DTV) 
should be seamless. If your TV was 
manufactured before 2003, and you 
use an outdoor antenna or rabbit 
ears to get a signal, you�ll need a 
converter box, costing $40 to $80, 
to change the old analog signal to 

digital. At the of� cial DTV conver-
sion Web site, you could apply for 
a government coupon worth $40 
to subsidize the cost of a converter 
box�until recently (early January), 
when the coupon program ran out 
of money. Because of the funding 
gap, as well as fears that the DTV 
transition has not been suf� ciently 
explained to the public, there have 
been calls from members of Con-
gress to delay the nation�s transi-
tion to DTV. Stay tuned. For more 
information, visit www.dtv2009.gov 
or call 1-888-388-2009.
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Continued on page 9

HOT Lanes Bring Standing-Room-Only Crowd 
to FCA Meeting 

At the FCA meeting on January 
14, representatives from VDOT 
and Fluor-Transurban updated the 
community on the impending HOT 
(high-occupancy toll) lanes project. 
The room was packed with con-
cerned Fairlingtonians seeking to 
understand the scope of the project 
and its effect on their quality of 
life, particularly as it is impacted 
by increased traf� c and noise. The 
project arose when a survey revealed 
that easing congestion along the 
I-95/395 corridor was a top priority 
for local travelers. Young Ho Chang, 
Virginia MegaProjects manager, 
explained HOT�s expected changes 
and improvements:

� Widening of existing lanes from 
two 12-foot HOV lanes to three 
11-foot HOT lanes. 

� Extension of the existing 28-mile 
corridor south to Spotsylvania.

� New access points, allowing 
travelers to enter and exit the 
HOT lanes at more frequent 
intervals.

� $195 million concession pay-
ment to fund transit improve-
ments such as in-line transit 
centers, Park & Ride lots with 
up to 6,700 parking spaces, VRE 
improvements, and new buses 
and bus routes.

� Improved service to local mili-
tary bases.

� Safer Beltway access for HOT 
lane travelers.

� Better emergency/incidence 
response, including 13 new 
emergency access points.

HOT Public Hearing, February 11 
On Wednesday, February 11, there 
will be a HOT Lanes public hearing 
at Minnie Howard School, 3801 W 
Braddock Road, Alexandria 22301, 
from 5 to 9 p.m. The snow date is 
February 18; the info line for snow 
is 1-877-395-95VA. Two additional 
public hearings will take place Feb-
ruary 9 in Dumfries and February 
10 in Spring� eld. For details, go to 
www.vamegaprojects.com and click 
on I-95/395 HOT Lanes.

At the hearings, VDOT represen-
tatives and Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation project 
managers will be available to answer 
your questions between 5 and 7 
p.m.; you can also use this time to 
inspect project displays. At 7 p.m., 
VDOT will give a formal presenta-
tion, which will be followed by an 

opportunity for meeting attendees 
to voice concerns and offer com-
ments/testimony, verbally or in 
writing. Register at the door if 
you wish to speak, for up to three 
minutes. There is no question-and-
answer segment for the meeting. 
Rather, participants� comments and 
testimony will be recorded; reviewed 
by the project team; and responded 
to formally. 

You may also mail comments to 
Ronaldo T. Nicholson, Regional 
Transportation Program Director, 
6363 Walker Lane, Suite 500, Alex-
andria, VA, 22310 or e-mail com-
ments to Meeting_Comments@
VDOT.Virginia.gov. Refer to �I-
95/395 HOV/Bus/HOT Lanes� in the 
subject line. All comments must be 
received by February 21. 

How HOT Works 
HOT will be free for vehicles 
carrying three or more people, 
motorcycles, buses, and emer-
gency vehicles. Vehicles will be 
charged a variable toll, depend-
ing on time of day, through a 
completely electronic tolling 
system (no tollbooths or atten-
dants). Additional enforce-
ment and the use of cameras 
are expected to catch violators. 
Studies of areas nationwide 
that have already implemented 
HOT lanes show bene� ts like 
less time spent in traf� c, more 
reliable bus service, and reduced 
violations. 

HOT Resources 
The main on-line source of 
HOT Lanes information is 
www.vamegaprojects.com. The 
VDOT HOT Lanes project Web 
site is www.virginiahotlanes.
com. Project information may 
be viewed at VDOT�s Northern 
Virginia District Of� ce, 14685 
Avion Parkway, Chantilly VA, 
20151, or VDOT�s Megaproj-
ects Of� ces, 6363 Walker Lane, 
Suite 500, Alexandria VA, 22310 
and at 86 Deacon Road, Freder-
icksburg, VA, 22405. Property 
impacts, relocation assistance 
policies, and tentative construc-
tion schedules are available for 
review at these locations and 
will be available at the public 
hearing. You may also call toll 
free 1-877-395-95VA.
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